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BLACKBOY (Xanthorrhoea Pteissii)

AND ITS USES.

I  H E  \ \  e . r . r ' r r  A r t . t  r ' ; r l i a n  ' l l l r , . k l , o 1  "  I ' e l o u g s  l o  l ] r e  . 1 r t o
I species as the ' 'g-.-ass-tlee " of the Eastern portions of
Australia. It is a familiar feature in the forest areas of
Western Austratia, and it is to be found in more oa- less alnnd
ance throug'hout the agricultural areas. The stems of the
corlmon lVestern Australian species are ordinarily fr.our
seven to eight {eet high, but often run up to 15 feet in heig.ht,
and are usually branched. It may interest many to know that
the " Blackboy" belongs to the lily falrily, a Lotznigal paradox
more readily appreciated by the scientist than by the layman.
It is constructed of a centre core ancl :r very fibrous, some-
rvhat spong-v material sornetimes hard enough to be termed
'wood, which colrtains a large amount of easily fermentzrble,
sugarv substance, surroundecl by a thick coating of ,,husk,,
formed of the persistent bases of the old leaves lying very
closell. packed together, and more or l-ss cemented by resin
into a hald, coherent mass. When fire spreads through an
area il which "Rlackboy" is found, it readily attacks this
harcl outside layor, bulning and scorching it, and this accounts
for Ure fact Uiat the barrel of the tr.ee is always black, with all
the appearance of htrving suffered from recent fire. Wl.reu
the "husk" is bloker.r up and belten the brittle resin is easily
reduced to a fine powder, w}ich may tie with little di{frcultv
separated from the fibr.ous skeleton on which it is buiit up.
\\'hen heated this powder forins into lumps anrl becomes er
substance knotvn as ''Blackbo-v gum.,' In areas covered by" Blackbo,v " tlis gurn is found in lumps in the ground, tlie
gum having probably J:een separated.from the tree by lire and
coagulated where it reached the sur.face ol the Elound. As
the "  RlankUoy'  covers vcr;  lar .ge l |ac1. in \Vcslcrn Aus-
tralia, its trunks can be olitained in enolnous quantities. and
thc  g l lm  o r  res in  n r i g l l  weJ l  f o rm lhe  bas i s  o f  a  l a rse  i ndu . -
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tr';-. I'rom experinents nade by competent anal-r.sts, some-
thrng of the potentialities contained in "Blackboy" har.e
been ascertained. Among the prodtcts obtained have been
glucose, treacle, scents, alcohol, and certain tar products, and
frorn these latter again two d"ves bave been obtained. Picric
acid, so much used in explosives, is also yielded by the tree,
the gum, on treatment, giving up to 50 let cent. of its weight
in the form of picric acid. The X{unitions Department in
England during the war made experiments with ,,Biackboy,,
grun as a producer of picric acid and was highty satislieci with
the result. Tlrere would seem to be a great future for ,,Black-
boy" by products. The subject, although well investigated
Lry competent authorities, has not yet been exhausted. Tn
tJre early days of Western Australia the settlers obtained a
fonn of alcohol from "Blackboy," which tbey usecl as a
stimulant. 'l 'his aspect of tJre question has been further
treated lil- llr. E..\. l{anr:r, Analyst to the (lovernment of
\\'estern Australia. The follorving trlile gir.es the lesults ob-
tained bv r\llr. Nlann :-

Pmol gnllons Eqdvalent
slurt per srgar tr)ea- 10O srgrr by

arnlysis.

2 6 . 1 .
not cletenninecl

1 0 . 5

Western Alstralia is in a 1:rosition to slppl-v annually
thousands of tor.rs of clean ',Blackboy,' gum at a price which
should meet the views of manufacturing chemists whose
business includes the lnany valuable t'l istil lates that can be ob-
tained fron the gun. Particulrrlv in the matter of dve stuffs
the capabilities of. the resirr nhotld for.rn the subjent of a
thorough investigation.
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