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saly also for a break to be ploughed or clearerl  ol al l  rclub, stul lblc artd jnf lam-

rnable material for a $' idth of at ler lsi  ten fecl ihrotghout the whole lertgt l i  of

evcry sicle of the area to bc burnt. anrl at leasl thrt'e nron trllst l)e corlstantlr in
.rt tcnalance at the f ire from the t ime i t  i :  l ightcrl  Lrni i l  i i  i .  ert i l1grl ishr:d.

( i i i \  Liabi l ' i ty lor Danru11es (,Srclb, 10). ' \ l though bunrirre ruar'  be per'-
mil tecl unt ' lcr ccrtaiD cjrcurnstslces d[r ing the l tr lrn]er months, the l)ersorr crrr! '
ing out tLc burning is l iablc for arr l  damaqe sustained bI '  I-rrr)-oiLcr pelson i l  turr
.rrquence oI such btruiug oper'at ior,r.

( iy) Fire I ' ratcr:tecl l rcot. (Scction 7). Port ions of the State have been

dcclared "tr'ir'e Protected Areas," wjthiu the boundrrics of rvhich it is unlawful to

sct ffre to the bush lvithout penrcission at any timc of the J'ear. Suljeet to certain

conditions regarcling lhc preparation of blcak:, the numbcr of merr to be kept io

attendance, ctc. (clearly'set out in tho Bush Firc ReguLations), perrnission to burn

may be granted by a locaL tr'oresl Oliicer or' other oLlicer aetirrg with the authority

of the Minisier for Lands.

At the preseut time oni,r'trvo lire-p'-ote.tei districbs htve been cleclared, r-i?.,

Mundaring and Collie.

(bl Busk llire Suppre$ion.

( i)  Occul: io ta Efi i l tguish I ' i l rs. (Section 11).-Whencver a l i re is discoverei l

or reporl,ed to be burning oIr any land during thc ptohibited period it is necessary

for the occupier oI that lrnd, ol becoming anare of the ffre, to tahe all possible

measures to extingLrish it. This he must tlo at hi; orvn erpcl;e, whethcr he is

responsible for the lighling of thc fire or not lf assistance be required, the local

Bush I|ire Control Officer should bc rlotified, if neans aro available to do so, witb-

out lcaving the flre unattended.

Should the occlpier of an1-land orr rvhich a $re is blrrning Lluring the prohibited

period negleet or fail to tillie aileqlate measures to crtinguish t'he fire, the Busb

il'ire Control Ollicer o.[ an1 ]o(aL autbolit-v, or tlLe Forcst Ot6cer employed in con-

neetion with any acljacent Stlte tr'orestJ lna-r'entcr upon l]re property and take the

necessary steps to control and extingtlish the fire. \lrhenever these measutes are

neeessitated throLlgh the failure of the occupier to tske ildeclud[e precauiions oi to
jnform thc local Bush tr'ire Control Officer thai assistance \Yas necessaryr aIry expense

incuned shalL bc a debt orving Ly the oceupier to the loeal authority or to the
(lcnservator of l"orests, as i,he ca-sc ma1-' be. and shali be recoverable in an-v court

of cr,mpctcnt jurisdiction.

(1: l)  Local Alf t lnori t l l '  ralJ requite Bredkr to be.Prepared'- (Section 17)'-

When tie local RoaCs Board or l{tnicipal Council r:onsiilers it esscntiai that breaks

be cleared for prevcnting the outbreak of a bush firc, or for preventing the extension

ol any ffrc *hi"h -uy occur, thet bodl' ntal' direct the orvler or oceupier of any

land to preparc breaks a-. required on his property. Notification in writing, together

with paiticulars of the desiled bleal<s. and the tirne before which the work musi le

complcterl, shorld bc served on the owner or occupier' In the evelt of this person

ncglecting or failirg to provide suitable breaks within the specificd time, the Bush

Fiie Conirol Ofliccr or other ofhcer of the local authoritv may be directed to prepare

the breaks, and the costs or erpenaes inculred thereby recolercil as a debt due from

the owDcr ot occupier of the land

A peDalty of t \rentJ'Pounds f inr: l rav also be inl l i l ter i  upon any stcl i lefaulter '

This provision will n)ost contnlonlv be cnforced a'q ll prevr:ntive rneasure at the

commencemerrt of thc ffr'e drlqer season. although the octa;ion mav arise during
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break of fre. Any appropriat€ powers of the Chjef Officel oI }.ire Brigacles lray
be exercised by thcrn insofar as they may be necessary or expcrlient for extinguish,
ing a brsh lire which is alreailv burning or for pletentirg its ertension. They
may entet upon any land or building, rhelhcr private lrropert-v or not! cauFe
fences to bc pullecl dorvn or removed, 6r,c breaks to be ptotghe.d or cleared, s,ater
to be used othcr than that for use at a school or an occupier,s domestic supph, ancl
take 

-an-v other ffre extinguishing rnateljal from any sorrce lvhatevet on any lanil
whether private ploperty or not. The5r should take charge and gi1'e clirections to
rr,rr-v bu-<h f irc br. igrcle and ( lo al l  thjngs lhjch iher- consir ler nlcessarn for the cxt j l
guishrmnt alcl corLtrol of any bush ffre, ot the prevention of its spread or exte.n_
sion. To this end thc5 mav employ anv person or use the vohntar-v ser-vices of any
person to assist tlemJ srbje.t to their rlircctions iD the exclcisc of any of .the forc
gorng povets,

Bush lire Control Officcr.s can accomplish valrrable rrork cluring Spring and
Autumn months by assisting farmers ancl settlers plan their breaks aid prcvention
measutes io be adopted before the colnrnencemeni of the lire season. Assjstance
in the form of tvpcs of blcak considorecl most suitable, width of ploughing, clearing
or pre-btrning, the relatir,e advantagcs of ploughing, grading or hand ehippirg ol
breaks_ in different tvpcs of countrv anil numerous.other items of practicai import-
anee slould hclp eonsiderally in establishing and maintaining prcvention schernes
wtrieh sloulil go far torvrrcls elimilating the necessitv for cos v and ilangcrori:
ffre ffghiing in summer months.

( i i i ) .  Porrers to be Vested i .n Forest Oficcrs (Section 2i).  Shotld ant i i ro,
howelcr, bc burning in or on anv State Forest or Crorvn Jalcls, these po.$,e4 and
autbolitics ilill bc vested in rnd exercisable br an\,' tr'orest Officel rlho ma1 he
present, anrl, drrjnE this pcriod, this autbolitv sl:rall not be assumecl bl any bush
fire control of l iccr cxccpt l ' i th the lpproval ol l  the Forest Otl lcet.

( ir ' )  l j rr l i .s ol Fire Colxtral Others on Outbreul, ol Firr (Section 21). On
the outbreak of e buslr ffrr. it is nece-qsarJ for thc local Bush Firc Control Ollicer
to inform an oflicel or rnernbcr of erory hush tir, hr;gldc rcgistcred in the clistrict,
to procecd to the scenc of the fire with any {irc ertinguishing appliances and equip
ment alailable, arrcl to take charge of ali operations for thc Buppre,csion and eon-
trol of tho lire.

(e) Bush Fire BrigaAes.

( l)  I . 'ormation an(l E.tabl, islmterLt (Section : lJ).  A local Blsh Fire Brigade
may be cstab)ishccl in an]' centlc and mar arise from a yoluntary association of
interested pflsons, ol may be cstablishcd by tLe Jocal authority. In either case,
the local authoritv is enrpovercd to der,ote portion of :its reaeduc to equipping and
maintaining an.,, stch olgalisatiou I'hich must hc rc.qisteled I'ith the Miaistcr for
Lands before ollicial recoglition may Lc gi\.er it.

The Bush tr'ile Oortlol Olficcr of anv local authoritl' shall hare control and
eharge o-i all opcratiorls at tLe scerle of thc Iire, and trcmbers of all bush fire brigades
shall be subjcct {o, arrd act trutler, }ris olclcrs arrd directions, except in the case of a
ffre burnilg on Statc tr.olest or'Crori'n lanils, rvhen control of such operations will
be assurned bJ the local lorcst Ofi icer. (Sectiol 17_)

(i i )  Eegulat ions lot f , Ianugemrnt ot Bush Fit ,  Rttg,tde". ] | iy busl]  fre
brigade formed lol thc purposc o{ contlolling and srppressirrg outbreaks of fre,
should be gor.erned by rules antl rcgrlations suitablc lor it! ellicient managemert
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primadly by the inflanmability of the crop, scnrb or utderqro$th, and other fac-

tors affeeting the rate of spleaal and developrnent oii an1- lir.e which may occur lnder

the most dangerous climatic coDditiorr:. lYhere corrdiiioD. ere likely to be severo'

it may be desirable to prepale a hur'ni brcak. u| to thlee chains in lr-idth and

preferably betiyeen two ploughecl lirrc.: thi-r i: a courlnotL frerention casule lrl

serub count{'. 
'Where 

condition-< ale les,. :elele, nro ploughetl lirtes sir to fifteen

feet ir siclth ar1d spaced at a ha]f chaiu io one chliD apart nlal be pl'epared auil

the inten'ening area mat or rrra\ rlot be burnt. -\ glellte,.' degree of safei-v is

assured i f  this str ip be burnt prior to the prohi l l i ted periocl,  btt  sonetimei, in glx'-

countrl', this is not possibie. \\'here lelirrlce is lo be pl:rcec1 ol onc pioughed lile

only, it is desilablc that such l)louEhirrg bc a: *-icle r: practicablc, conrnonly twenty

to th ty feet. I\rhele the desilee ot daDger i-s al :rll high, a celtain elelnent of risii

is ahvaJ's taken rrith siigle Piorgh lines of thi-r ndtulc. \-arizrtiols il break

p""pu.ut ion r i l l  be gor-erned to e certaitr  e\ iel t  bl the ivpg:trrd intensit l  ol  rgri

eultural delelopmerlt iD an-1' locolil]_, lnt in rlL ce_res e: fcl' risks as Possible should

be ta-ken and breahs should be ploughed f lequerrt l l -ancl plotghecl clean.

The fundamertal requirement of any successf[l plan of Fire PreYentiol is to

plall well aheacl those brerks r-hi,:h are to be plei)a'-ed. and to prepare them early'

( ie) t tse of Ploughs tI l f t t  Gtl t lers in i l ter, l ;  Prclt t t tal iox.- l"or thc pl 'elslDtlur

of ffrebreaks ol the faru a plough is comnonlv u-'ed. and this irr rocky or stony

places is frequent)r :Ll lplenlentcd b1- a spade or nrattocl i .  ( j rcat success has

attendecl the use ol loa.l  grddcr..  in l i re l i l r i - '  col: t  tct ionj from the aspect of

both efrcieDcl 'and economr. lLhese implerDent's ha|e beert acquircd by most Rosd

Boards ir lecent reitrs. antl  thesc lrocl ies loulcl l le rvelL advised to consider the

preparatiorr of t i le bleaks along lot lds and Ltlotturl  Leserves prior to the com-

mencement of the bush fire clanger seas,u.

(v) Talue of ' f- t-ee -s i t l  I- i re t 'htet l iol t .  Belt_'  ol t |e|r t1s shclte'_ ior stock 1n

the sumrrer'  nonths are commoDil e-i tabl ished iD the older selt leal arerls and

fol lowing their frequent u-.e a1l gras-. and herbage is so closcly croppeal as to

expose the bale mjneral ;oil. This may serve a-s an efrcctive barrier to 6re irr

crass (orlntr\  und st i tabl, ' loctt t iorr ot t l leie l)el l i  na1_ 3o hr tor 'alcls the Ifotct
i ion of fences ancl stock in ceftain circurn-:t ln(e- '  {- leleral erperience has showl

that stock ki l led br. '  6r 'e hare invariabh corglegateLl dgainsL fences from rvhich

no escape vas possible, and i f  onl l  suirable area: ol sharle trees hacl been pro

vided, iosses in such di '-ect ions r l i3ht havt 'been greatly reduced.

A certain f fre dalger: na1' bc associaiecl \ f  i lh these t inlber belts iu their early

5rears but once the tree cron'Is hare deveioperl anrl the loNer lirnls pr'Lrnerl

definite adr.antages rDaJ l)e aDticipate. l  i rom thei '-  establ ishmeDt

(t i)  I l tnr.,ruI af Iul iunntt, l r  ' ' !uttr i t t  l ru,tr tro' tni Rti l i inl ls, Nltet ls. ett ' --

No colsicleration of lire Prereltion on the farm rvould be complete rvithout

refereree to thc neeessitJ'fol lenoving all grass and debris from around buildings'

stables, d1\'elling houses. etc. rrell befor'e the hot -rtlrmer months begin, and to

arrange l"ol i ts disposal iD suitabie $cather \-hen thele rr i l l  be no possibi l i tv of

the ffre: escaping, ani l  before the prohibited bLtlnirrg setrson eomrDeices. Anl '

such buming during the plohibited ioa;on rrrr-st be carr ied ort subject to t ]re

very definite conditions prescriberl in the Bush Eires -A.ct.

(r ' i i r  /rr ie FitJi i i ) t t t  Eq)t i t t t t ' i r i .  - l l  lLLl i t i r-rrr to f ire Ptelerrt ion Dleasurrr-t

alreadl '  outl ined. i t  is ler 'r-  neecisar' \ '  tLat equipmerrt and appliances snitable for

suppressi lg 6res once thev lrrrr_e :frr le, l  be nrrr intained in good working order

and stored in easi ly accessible places.
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oJ thjs hea\r dri f t  smokc is grcai l l  al t ' reciated. ar( i  ;r  ;s sr lgecsted that a rotat ion
of bur'ning operations }e arlatged br neighborl irg fnrr lrer,s to ayoid the de\elol)
nc]rt  o- heav.l '  smoke haze condit iols-

Flou 20 majol lool ioui slarjonr niat lned cLrrr innolrslr thr 'onehout tbe strm
ll ter rnonths ani l  from a nitnlLel of slrb-idia\ ' l )ojnr,c br-olqht i l to lse during ahnor-
rnalh: hot anil dr'; rreether'. a (..rr1stiDt I'atch is mailtriled orer forest arcas for
the f ir 'st signs of smolie io appcar'- \ahrralh'  mr(h of thc sctt led area in the
South-West is r ' is ible fr,onr thc.e.tat ion: and most f fres ocr:rrr ing in pd\.ate pro
DeI.t \ '  are detected and !c(1tr.-etcl: ' locareti  $ithirr a fe$'Dinnte. of thr ' i r  stalt ing.
Telr, trhorr ic connnrir l ic lrr i() l1 js rrai l teir lr t l  beln'ecn lhc lookorif  stat ion, local offces,
rrol l in! prr l ic: in the f ield. rnrl  marrl  sett ler 's in ani l  NronD(l forest arcas, so rnat
no l i lne i i  lost in nal i i rgt knon'n l l rc o. ict lr ' r 'ence of an.r f i r 'e. The tr 'orcsts De1,ar.t
rnfnt rnaintaini arr c\tclsi \e.s1|p1-"r.r jp11 ols.arl iset ion of sclectc(l  an(' l  trained tnen
f 'rof ide.l  Ni ih suitnblc eqtipmelt to cope l ' i th outbrcaks of f fre on Strtc Forests
anal Cro\\n lands. , \ i  celtair l  l i r i rcs therc force. mfl\  l )e na.le avai lnblo to -<uppre:s
f ires on trearb1' l  \ate prol)e \ ,  but i t  cannot bc erpectcd that ther attend f ires
at great distrnres f lorn iheir.  heitd.tr ir ters. 1lrcrcb1- lea] ' i l lg ungl lar. leal and unpro-
tected eri terrsi le arcas of \-alrrable foresl ]arr(1. l \ :henfrel possible tne pJreatesr
assistnnce to.elt lels l ' i l l  be girer bl depar' lnental enlplo\-cest in the provision o{
both man portcr arrd ertni l i r l lcnt. bnt 1hc for.cc-. rnajntaincd tor controlJing l i rcs in
State lrorests catrDol be reriotrsh- cleplt , ter l  to lerrder'  outsicle assi: trDce i lur inq
dangelous Peliocls. l i r  cr '1'  pt,s-. i i1p h"1" l i l l  be gir-cn l-herc practicable te assist
in thesc dif l icult  pr 'ol leus faci lE nl l  iet l lers. \ 'ho lre urgecl,  horvcl.er, to aloir l  as
far as polsi lr lc tLc nc(essit l '  j l ) t  cai l ing on ol1t-: icle assistancc bl '  taking- adecluate
l)reratt ionarl '  nreasur.- belor ' .  thc ir(,a month. of the summr,r '  beein.

6. Wtrat to do on the Outbreak of Ii!e.

Noti f icat ion of arr l ' f l rc cluring the prohibire(l  l rel iorL. rrhcther burrrug orl  prr-
rai( propert l 'oa- rrotJ slorl ld be:e[t imrl lediate]r to the loc: l i  l i re Oontrol Olhr:er
or Fire -! ' ight ing Orgal isat iol arcl t , ,  n'  rgl,L,. , l ,rrrg .r t t ler" lrorn rvbom assistarce
nright reas.,uabl.L Le erfected,

Err:r l  arai laLlc 11 a| ( ' rL br 'c,nl l i t ls arrar.c , , i  rL: oc(iLUlcI l i -r  oj l i r t  \ \ . l r icl  lnjg. l t i ,
thleaten leighbouling L,ro1rr1. ' \  slrorr)r i  1r lr ,r 'ecd to the oulbterr l i  a,s qrr ick]J. as
lros: iLr1e, taking r i i th hirr arrr i i rc-6! irr iru lp1,1i: l rr ' r ' .  lhir:h hr rrrrr 'ha\(, .  _{ l  the
,qc,e] lc of the {he le shoir lr l  l ) lN(f hitrrcl f  rLudel the r 'harlc oi t l rc f i le Corrtrol Oil i -
ccr, l iorcst Oil i r :e1. ol ot lrr :r . |( .r ' - l )n N:Lirrr; l ls iol  the l i r i rc LriD!,:  contlol ol ofer 'rLtro_r1s
dcsigried to checl i  an(l  -rulrplei!  thr r irc. The f ir ' . r  arr ' i lal  r t  the l i re shotld rrahe a
ralr id b t  carelul ins|tct lorr ol ' thc r.Ntr (,1 sl i lert( i  ar ld . ieleloprleni oI thc 1ire, thc
dir ' fct ion i t  l ias takerr arrr i  \1i l l  r ,o!t i truc l( ,  tal ie. thc (,ott i l i l ion xl ld ertent of (ot lntr. i
imrnecl iateh' ir  acl iarrre ol rhl l l l rre..  r tn(l  t l le locrt ior ol th l lo_.t chrlqerous arr,as
iD Nlicl  f |e i i re r i j l l  l rurrr r lost \ ig(rr1)rrr l \- i l tcl  ( io rno-.t  darniqe. This inforurat,on
should be srpPlir , i l  io t l rc l- i Ie { irnlIr , l  ( i r f i rel i rrr | t ,ci iaich. on hi j .} ,r iral to.rss;sf
ir l  the lapid plel)alNtion ol pla !  ior '  suppressing the f ir 'e. (

Al l  phasrs of ] laci i .r l  t j l :  t ightirrg mrr hl ror- ir l t let l  as easures ( lcl igle(l
l rrst l l ' to e\ i i rrguist thc t lrrrtr t ,r  Nud l fe\e t t lc sl ,r .crrd of l i le, an(l  sccondll-  1o lea,\,e
the { i le sefe so t lar '  no fut iret orrt lr tr i i -  \1- i l l  ocrru.

The e,r l i iguishmert of i l ra l l rDrer in the sho|tfsT |os. ih1e l i rr :e requi le-e tho
applecipt ioD oi thc fa(t that i t  i i  the "hearl f fre' '  traiel l ing beforc the breeze rvhiel
must be l l rorght urrder corl l l ( ,1 hefore the progres,( of thc f ire rrrav be checked. Thr:
"sidc f ires' '  nro|e cor] lparrt i \el1'slo\ 'h arrd l l te ' t l r i l  6r 'e'  burning bacl i  asi jnst thc
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