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Narrow Margin,

"f 'f._d6b:6'dt x.'J:"i?":.1]""1::.;1"i'' ""'.r'mirrio.n pcnpre. has. ir is esrima,ed, r rimit
a pa rt from tim ber reserves ;;;; ; rri.ili,r".tl!11*"5":. 1:"nx.iiservrrion. rhs r is

*li:i#.y;:l;,,":.:E.-X i:j" onrv , smail .a"-. .r *""i. "fti.'Ti:'ix,9
;;.;i;":';;;:i:x'.'H:#;;:fi;Ti:::.!:",,i""lff.,;:tu:...";ll"yl:i.,'**i

""*3:H;':X,T'}..*';i :;'""*:'ff:#; i,.':,';,1[".f';iJ;;:,poorrv supp,Gd with wood

Forests Ne€d Rain.

^,, ]!" c"g"t forests of thervorrd are found in regions with rainfalr of about 40 inchcs
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,*JT"i.i"Xi::Hrraur. 
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Inhinsic Properries.
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fat unique in the world, is the growth of sofrqood foresrs encirely on arrifrcial fertiliser.
Trace elementd have had to be used by foresters ro correct disorders in trees, and the
value of zinc to forest trees was first discovered in Western Australia. Of late vears
much interest has been shown in races and strains of trees which develop betrer iorm
and reach merchantable size in quicker time,

Timber Is A Crop
Looking beyond the prcscnt, it becornes apparent that it is essential fbr tne economrc

well-being of the State, to conserve the forests on qhich most la4elv rest tLe future con-
t inuance and prospcr i ry of  'he r imber indusrry.

Thcrc is a recipe which will make good the vast despoliation of our forests. This
rccipe is forestry. Tnnber is a crop \ahich can be grown, rhough admirredly in longei time,
like any other crop. It is not a mine which lasts mcrely until rhe o'c is €xhausted. Atready
West Amtra,lian forestry has achieved rnuch of which to be proud, Lrrge-scate example!
of growth of trees in managed forest show tbar gdod forest practice is both possible and
feasible under our conditions. Fire control is so well established that, in tlie fully pro-
tected fbrcsts, 6res- no longer constitute an insuperable obst:rcle to forestry. Reiearch
into somc of orr forestry problcms has mer wirh outstandins success and iras achieved
world recognition.

Much k' be Dona,
Much rem.riDs to be done. Tl1ere is a great task facing foresrers both to increase

the product iv i ty  of  our nanrral  forests and to supplemenc t i rnber suppl ies by af forest ing
large areas with exotic conifcrs. It can be done Australi.r cannot safaly conlin.,e to rel;
on tirnber imports,

Thc advantagc of rnainraining and mannging {orests as a means of preserving the native
animals and wildflowers, ancl for tourist, recrenrional and aesrhetic prLrposej-reinforces
the cconornic r rgurncnr.  for  r imbcr l roducr ion.

The indi f fc .ence of  so many peoplc ro the proper m.rnisement of  their  forests is  due
not only to lack of  knowlcdge and understrnding of  rhe requircrnents rnd potent ia l  earning
capaci ty of  mnnnged forests,  I t  is  due r lso to gener;r l : rpathy to the sorrrce and magni tude
of thc_ supply of wooct, papcr, even tcxtites, ctc., upon which they have relied so satis.
factorily in the past.

Blindly unhecdine Australians havc ruthlessly attackcd their forests fiorn thc time of
first colonisation, Studded around thc southern and enstern coasts of our continent
are paddocks of  r ingbarkcd t rees,  monumenrs to a tbought lcss,  rhough qui te natural
dcstruction, Inland, whcre the trees arc smrllcr rnd the wooJs generally burn morc
easily, all traces of forest have disappeared from vast areas. Now in replacement of the
axe a new destroying aeent, the bulldozcr, hns been introduccd to the forcits in an attempt
to incrcase thc tcmpo of descruction of onc crop, the tree crop, so that it may be replaced
Dy arnornl:i crop-grass.

The crroncous beliefs which dominate our rather primitive general economy, and
the emphatic reports of faulty obscrvcrs, are very numerous.

" Why cannot wc destroy this forest and make the land available for asriculture ?,'
is  a c iy f requcnt ly  Lcard though i t  may be phrased in such terms as ' , th is land alone a
main road or a railway does not carry any marketable timber and should nor be allo$ ed
to lie idle."

Such statcments aie incorrect in two ways ; the land concerned in such Dhrase almost
invariably carried considerable valuable timber, and also a forest is never ldle bur in e
state of continuous production.

Food Oter-stressed.
The overriding belief that the production of tood is of supreme imDorrance tends ro

dominate out whole outlook. In a country such as Australia which p;duces a surplus,
even an abundance of food, this belief is more than a little diflicult to understand. In
the light of the knowledge that Australia is not self-supporting in wood and wood products,
and must rely upon imports from overseas, the attitude of those people who seek to raze
mote and more trees and forests in an attempt to grow more grass is rruly inexplicable.
Yet still the de6truction continues.
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Dr. Gaha, a Tasmanian member of the House of Representatives, a vear or so ago
proposed that it should bc made unlawful throughout Auslralia for anyone to ringbark-a
tree. That-may be a little drastic for a State like Wesrern Australia, and perhips the
pro_ponent did not expect it to be accepted too literally. However, Dr. caha wo;ld be
perhaps surprised to learn that there are still people in Australia who want this or that
section of forest " cut out " so thar it may be cleared for ..agricultural settlement."

Our Forest Po@r1.

Austalia has only 1.08 per cent. of foresced area, less rhan anv ottrcr land mass of
s imi ldr  e\renr,  ex(ept  Anrrn. l ica.  Yei  mo. l  Austra l i rn.  : r re qui tc unc. ,ncerned ar  rhe
Jebrruct ion of  e\en th is smrl l  area oi  foresr.  Our forberr"  and our.c l "e.  hrve rpcnr our
lives in cutting down the forest to rnake way for agricultural settlement and it seems im-
possible for us to {nderstand there can be an enJ to it.

_, Timber today in Australia is not simply a commodity which is diflicult to obtain,
The nnports on which we Australians havi relied in thc past have bcen resFicted. To
In€et  in part  the present demand, our loc.a l  prodrLct ion hai  been sreppe. l  up in a l l  States
of  the .Commonweal th except Western Ausrr i l i . ,  bur at  rhe expensc of  fu iure suppl ies.
Neverthelcss we are forccd to do wi thour much of  thc quanr i ry-of  cel tu lose we fo i r i rer tv
used, Our morning newspaper, by its reduced size, illuitrates this ptrint very well.

Cos.lt l?ntorts.

The small tricklc of nnports costs abour iive rioles as much as rhat produced in our
own country and,  of  course,  thc l jmal l  imporr  rcquires somc of  the al l - roo-short  dol lar

_ There is  nor,  oF rourse,  any absolutc necessi ty to usc t imber.  \Vc can bui ld fcwer
house..  cut  1( ! !cr  f ru i r .3.es,  ube evcn sr i l l  smal lcr  ncwspnprrs,  anJ alqars err  icc cream
lro 'n _foncs ins 'crd ofbuclers,  r r rd so forrh.  Bur i t . loc i  s ;em \ery foot ish or  Ausrrat ixn6
to rc lusc to qroq t imh(r  in t l re i r  own c i ,unrrv.  p-rr ly  hcc:rusc rhcv arc Jparhcr ic,  p,r r t ly
bec:rusc everyone wants to clear thc foresr in hia own districc to gro* Uutter, etc., an,l
partly.bcca.usc we as.a pcople arc still ignorant of th€ fact that Ariitralia ** p""rlv ."-
do\red with forcsts by Natrrre.

Austrr l ians *oulJ he inJigninr  r t  thc rhoushr ot  rc lv inc I 'pon i 'np( , f leJ burrcr .  for
cx:rmFte.  t rut  i r re , t  i rc  Lrnconcern(J abour rc ly ing upon importct l  t imher.

A Dtuindling Rcscrrc.

Wcstern Austrxlin's first Conscrvator of Forcsts reported in 1896 that, after carefully
checking tbc computations in connection with rhe demarcation of the respectivc fores't
areas, .he considcrccl  th-at  thc.6suie of  20_,000.000.cr€s coulJ be rct i<d up.n as reprcsent ins
r  tJ i r lv  corrc. . r  - rcrorJ cf  r i rc  I r jnc in, , t  fore*t  .ur fccc.  of  ,hc ro lon".  T"dr i  Wesro. ;
AusrrcJi r  I ' rs  1,100,000 rLre.  J(J icrrcJ in rhc Sourh-Wc5r.

Prior to thc nppointrnent of Mr, Ednic Brown it had bcen a rnattcr of eetting rid
of this encumbnnce. No-one "ealised its potential valuc. It had little ""..""t "it.".
Land was alienated and tinber_gmdually ctestroyed by ;rxe and 6rc. Fortunatcty jarrnh
forest is vcry resistant and it takes timc to destroy ; a process we call cleafing.

Concessions werc siven to_companies to build nills to iind cmptoyment for pcople,
as in all young countries. Timbci was first cxported in 1831. Fiom this iumbli
bcginning a great industry, the timber industry, Las been built up, and now the annual
value of  forest  produce is  worth some Lr0_0,000. This grear and lost ing industry,  which
ha-s- done so rnuch to_ develop the Soudr-W"'r, emplrys, in normal times, "p;;.d" "f
5,000 mcn, ancl providcs important rcvcnuc for our iailwavs and harbours.

'Whittling 
Aur&t-.

- 
'fhrough the years thcrc has been a constant whittling away of the forest estate. In

the first place -it was mercly _a matter of gir ing away foresi ro people who would destroy
thc t ;mber rnd to pro\ iJr  c lear ins.  in which the nccc.srrv food ioulJ be groun.  Thi !
wenr on unr i l  abour 50 vear.  ago.  t  here w-as apparenrty rn unl imired supply of  t imber
fo l I 'e  \mal l  t imbcr inJu*ry,and rhe problem confront ing rhc people wi ,  rhe get t ing

encumorJnce to thcrr  aprrcut ture-

- Then someleople began to foresee the comina shortage. Fifty 'ears ago Ednie
Brown said : " The loss to the State rn rhe absolure ctesftucrron ot the iores.
of. erave responsil'iliry to those who_ carry it out or even countenance it in any way.,'
Ednie Brown's efiorts were of so little avJil that for 20 years rhere *as not even a C6n
ser ia lor  of  Foresr.  in rhe Srate unr i l  rhe rppoinrmenr of  C.  E.  Lane-poole.
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Forestrv IS
Rural Development

Australia is poorly forested bccause the brlk of tLe contincnt ist is sparsely watercd.
raintall. Most of theVegetative covcr i. ani land is determined in

economic forest growth of the wortd rs roun
ancl_is determined in giear measue by its raintall. Most of the
of the world is found in regions with a rainfall of 40 inchcs or

more. In the tropics, of course, the aggregate precipitation is far above this frgrr€.

.. T-he nin-bearing storms wl)ich, sweeping irom west to east alons the southern coast_
x n e , o l  A u s t r u l i a .  p r o r i J e  f o r  m o s t  o f  o r r r _ w h c . r t - s r o w i n g  J i s r r i c r r  d o  n o r ,  e x c c p r  i n  r h e
s m a , t  s o u t h - w e \ c  c o r n e r  u l  r h i 5  S t o r c .  d e l i v e r  l r  f o r e s r  r : r i n f d  u n r i l  r h e y  m c c r ' u p  w i r h
other moistureladcn winds on the eastern scaboard. F",tt e. ^;;th ;i,.jy arc even tess
bountifrl in the arid anti semi-arid country which relics "" "".r"io".i-it ""a*x".,"".

.  .  
Of  the erear bulk ot  the l . r .nd in_ th is cont inent  of  ours,  outs idc the t ropics,  an un_

lor tunately smal l  p_cr(ent .gc oDh is favoured wi th tbe ra infa l l  conducive to ivor th,whi le
n: turar  torcsts.  thebe foresrs werc the unccrta in sourccs to which Austra l ians had to
t* !  

f . . :  l l ' : t .  t imber.suppt ies :  .  uncerta in i t  has been p,"r , . , I  r , " ; ; i ; .  they wcre quickry
oc\n\rr tcLl  hy r i rc  eJr lv  c, ,mers in rh( i r  enJerrours ro pr \ ,w ar . r i r .  lh is  ha,  hern donc
w r l i '  . r l m ' ' s (  u n b e l i e v . r b l c  p r o J i q a l i r v  w h i l c  u e  i , n p o f l  r , u r  r i m b e r  n e e d s  f r o m  o t h c r  L r n J : .
. lh is.  in shof l !  is  Ausrrr l ia  s forestrv J i lemm.r.

A MilLio''aift's Countr,.

, ln  
Wcstcrn Aurrr . , l ic .  ro p:r  iculnr ise.  our avn; l . ,b lc t imbcr is  a lcqurrre for  tot l . ry .s

need\,wirh our e\ isr . in!  rmal l  populr t i . 'n ,  rnd fcw peoptc th ink hcyonJ r l r t .  prcrenc : rnd
r m m c u r r ( c , L ' t u r c .  s o m c r h i n , :  n c w  h : r s  i t w . r r s  l r J d  r n  a p p e : r l  t o  t h c  h r r r n r n  m i n J ,
aDo vrsrons ot  t l )e rnxnufrcrure of  stcel ,  of  motox cars,  of  aeroplanes hetd sway whi le the
devclopmcnt, evcn the care and maintenrnce, of thc more i;portanr rimbcr resources,
the forcsr ,  i \  nur of f  r rnt i l  tomorrow -rnJ rornorroq "" , " .  . " i l " .  

'

Few pcople, otLcr than thc foresters, apprcciate the flct that Wcstern Austratians
are suppJicJ wi th t imbcr for  cvcryd-ry purposci ,  only bccausc they are using for  common
nceJs.  t imb(r  oJ.  Arcrr  s izc.  l r j rh qu: , l i (v ,  r rnusu:r t  bcrurv,  inLI  porcnr i , r t  h jst i  \ r luc,  q l r ich
is so scarce in the wor lc{  that  i t  shotr tL l  hc rcscrvc. t  for  thc p i r r icular  dcmands which i t
a l o n c  c : r n  r n c c r .  T w , ' n r v  v o r s  i s , r , , n e  o f  r  b : l n J o f  v i . i ( i n x  b , . " . r i l "  r " i . ^ , " * , " , " " . r . " . r

lh i \  sure is  i  'n i l l ionxire s country a l l  r ight .  Thcy cvcn usc hrrdwood in thci r  out_

U/c Can crotl So/rr,.nds.

-  The s i tuat ion cannot be rect incd overnight .  l ,eoplc cannot bc cxpect€cl  to do wi thout
pickets-on the l:ack fencc becausc the wooa a".il.bl; is too good foi the purposc, or to
forso thcir risht to Lave cascs bccause onty cabinet woods ."i f" "i,t"i""a for theii con-

Sofrw,rod,  t imber_which supr l ics sevcn,eishths of  t l re wor ld,s industr iat  dcmands,
can be grown in abunJince in Wesrern Austra l ia whi le at  the samc t ine steps arc takcn
to establish oui natural fbrests oll a bettcr foundation to replace the [nthinking exploitative
pat tern of  the pasr.  Fore.rcrs r re cr-prble of  r  \ rsr  , ,pt lu i ld ing of  rhe t imbor crop of the
s(. r rc Jesign(d ro morc 'h in t r ip lc We.rern AUsrr . l iJ  s wooJ p. , tenr i r l .

. The frshioning of wood from thc tr€e or log is one oI thc most ancient of industries
and.mu.( ,  ur  cour.e.  ha\o been prrcr i "ed long bcf , r re recorJcJ history.  In Ausrral ia _rhe
wortr l  s  younqc\ t  r .onr incnt  in rcrms of  serr lcmcnt hv thc qhi te races rhe nr ig in.r l  in_
habrtants. manirgcd, in some regions at least, without much timber. Aboriginci in the
dty inrerior, for example, needcd jc for little rnore than spears and 6res, They did not,
how€vcr, halc -cincmrtograph frlms, tram tickets, spectacle frarnes, phono.
sEph r_eLor'ls, explosives, plasrics. insecticides, glues, feritisers, or even the latcsi card_
board Ltress coll.r, anll were llble ro survivc largely without clothing and shelter requiring

lndde.tuate Subblies.
Those pcoples of the world with a high srandard of living by contrast

guanr i r ie\  ot  wood drrwing upon rhe suppl ies accumul: r reJ hv nature over the age. .
.  At t -emprs to impro\  e l iv ing . (andards rnd ro incrc. ,se indusrr i r l i r ,  ion jn those co;r  r ie:

wrrh a low average scandard uf Iiving inevitably result in greatly increased demand for
roresr products.
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Our Heritage -The Forest
. The need an.l value of a comprehensive Austratia-wide prosramme of forest works
tor  the ausmenrrr ion, . reptaceme_nr and development of  our forei ts  has been emphasised
by the present arure shortrBe of timber in the Commonwealth. While some attention,
rnadequate thouAh ' r  mry havc been, has always been given to our needs in war,  Austra l ia
rn the past  has not  prepared i rsc l f ,  at  least  in t imber programming, for  the demands of

In.the long scory of mankind's dealing with thc plant wortd, there are few more
tragic chapters than the ruthless destruction of forests in Australia. Admittedly the story
of desrru{tnr in pnrrs of Europ_e, Asia and Africa pales into the dinne"" "f ti"i.,.y, if r.,"'t
ot . inf iqurtv- .  rnLl  hence may be tosr  tor  compar ison.  In a l l  young countr ics,  younla nr  rne
inf lue-nce of  whi te In.n,  r imher is  the most abundant,  most  readi ty obtatnabie and most
uscful raw mateiial in creation i yet it is va I u cd ligh tly, if at all, a nd conscquentt y s laughtcred.

-  T h e  d c . i r r b i l i r v , ' t  s u j l r  q o r i r .  o t  i i n n r o v . m ( n r  r o r  r h e  l r r . r i n c  p r o d u i , i \ c n e s s  o t  . u r
, , r r c \ r \ ,  o r r r  i , i l ,  . n J  ( , r h e r  I c n d  r e s o u r c c s  i s  i n c o n t c r r e b l . : .

TLe appeal of the ncw indusrry in the aftermath of war in comparatively undeveloped
countr ies such as Austra l in is  so strong,  howcver,  that  i t  is  d i f i icu l t  to mak".pp""ent
lh. ",*d. iql d prosrrLnnre or ortsnniL conscrvrtion works on a scale sutiiciently bioad to
br ph): icol l r  Jnd s,rL ia l ly  cf fc . : r ive wichin a reasonablc t imc.  prudcnce,  nevcrthclcss,
{ r r \ t J t c s  r r r e  w r . d t ' r n  \ r l  \ L ' i h  I n e , ' r t ' r ( s .

\l/.lrcr Srtrl,- rind Forcsrr.
.  From t i rne i rnmcm,.r i . r l  mrn hrs p iven thought to the possi t  i l i ry  of  watcr  conservat ion

to rr r rgr te,  . rnd hencc f r rm, . i  mlrr (  cxtensive arca.  Now, wi t l r  modcrn constmct ion of
concrccc ant l  pt ,wer cqui fmcnt appl ied to the c{ . r rnming of  r ivers and tbe excavat ion of
ldnxls,  l rc  r . 'n  f ro\ iJ(  t i , r  thu support  of  a sr i l l  greatc i  populat ion than was possib le in

.  . In d, ' jD{ r '  rnrn h.r .  rcpc:r tcJ l l  . rvcr lookcd thc ' reed for  forcsts to protect  h is w.r tcr .
shcds.  Jnd. . , lnr  th l  l , , renr towcr.rnd strcngth in lbrcsts to support  a more than adeclur te
shrrc nf  $c.p.pulr r ion 'o dr  sr . rwing c iv i l is . r tbn.  Unfor iL inatc ly,  " lso,  not  onty has
rhi \  prr t  whi ih c: 'n hu pl . rvcJ hy l . , rcsts in provic l ing wcal th ancl  crnplovment for  our
feoplc.hcen Li ,n\ i \ tcr1( l t  f i r r ! :orr .n.  but  a lso,  unt i l  rcccnt iy ,  t l lc  scrn)us rcsulrs atrcndant
(pon rhc up-setr in l :  of  thc balancc ot  , ranre.

ln Atr , t r : ,1 i . ,  t imtrr r  is  h(L(rmins prccious.  Tbc amount of  avnihblc and uscrble
r iorh(r  \Lrpr l i ( \  wi l l  nrurkcJly inf luenec rhc future dcvcloprncnt  and cconornv of  Austra l ia.
t t  i \  . r  I . ,crr \ r  $ h i rh w, l l  . r t fccr  p.rprr l , r r ion growth and thc dcvctoprncDt of  othcr  rcsc)uccs.

]n the South-Wesr of  th is Stare thr  , rdnr l i i r  bcrwccn r imbcr orot t r .Lct ion ant l  the
gros, th.  oa agr icul tural  products is  duc l i r re! ly  r0 Jn . ,pp. ' r rnr  sul f ic icnLy ( , t  t i rn l ,cr  rhrough
.rn o l rv i ( )us surplus in rhc iDDc. l inrc v i . in i rv of  thc obscrver.  paradoxical ly ,  however,
the necd for  sreatcr  r imbe. p.oduct i ( )n in Ausrr . i l i . r  is  rcndi ly  uncterstood in dre in land

Watcr  is  so impott rnt  co thc cconomy of  Wcstcrn Austra l ia thrr  i r  is  d imcul t  and in
somc arys meaninglcss to at tach nn cconornic valuc to i r .  Cont inu)us rcductnrn of  our
t imbcr rcsourccs rvo[ ld inevi tably p]ace t imbcr in thc snme catcgory.

Qi,ci:nsland Sof,ra,rls.

.^A rercnt_r tport  l -v  t ] ]c  D;rc l ror  of  lorests of  Queensland rcferred to rhe vanishing
ot lJuccnsl ind s \ ( r t rwrr l \L l  furcsc rs\ers,  chc only extensive n.r tur^ l  sol twoo. l  resources in
Austra l ia.  This echocs aDd arnpl i l ies the stnte. l  opin ion of  forestcrs that  AusEal ia 's
t imber resources arc r tu i te inadequatc for  her needs.

Thc pcrpc*uation of our nation's timbcr supply calls for cleterrnincd cfTort on the
prrr  of  oLrr  people,  I  pcople long pronc to bel icve that  thc product ion of  food is  a f i rs t
considcr . i r ion,  whi lc  s. .mc indusrr i r l  expansn)n is  pcrmissib l€.  Agr icul ture 's s ister  rural
industry, forestry, has been consistently overlooLed, a ci.cumstance whictr is frcishted'i'r'ith vast significancc. Australia's rimber suppties arc inadequate for her necds in-timc
ot pt'ace. In war the seriousncss is obvi.)us. No natter how distant the danger may
be, no-one should lu>k wirh equanimity upon the prospect.

lllustrative of the intensifred hunt throughout the world ior timber resourccs rs rne
qucst for tropical woods. Central Airica was investigated as a wartime rneasure. The
Americas, Costa Rica, Honduras nnd Nicaragua have been includerl in the search. Aus,
rra l ia toJry is  import ing,  at  a very h igh pr icc,  smat l  quant i t ics of  t imber f rom such wide-
"pread reg;uns as Br.rz i l  rnJ rhe Earr  InLl ic . ,  Borneo and Sarrw;k.

Faced wtuh this situntion the recent Empire Forestry Congress in London stressed the
need for materially strengthening prcscnt conservation and protectivc activities.
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Timber is in Short
Australia- is still in the fiercely destructive stase viewed from a rarstandpoint. Ml--"a.'ni.i"i."lii'"""."r t"n "r ".r timber. rhen to tr::iiliii:"",:Imerhod of destroying forests by ringbarking *ith th;;;-*" b"t;il; il. modern bulr-dozer' which not onlv pushes rhe tries dow-n, r'"i prL"-ir'.'.';"t"-r,-J.J" ii rn.'rtnt" tr.,.i.d isposal  l :v  burnins.  The fo l ty  of

sources has not yet been *"".."n""[;]51""sance 
in thc utilisation or our rorest re-

- , .  ] l l l .  o."" . .AusrrJ l i rns, .despire the warnings of  Iorerrerr .  h:r ,e g16qr1,  ovcrest imdred

il!i:iiijilr!T":iJ 3i'ilui ti:.:": "'d;,iti1::.1:";,.iiJ:"i,:""';:i:rl:iui.:,lli
i;:,::::.'ii'"'i"it li:::iJ""l,i'.iljl:T:iIji;I.ili:;.,:,,t:"..0,1:l'xtx;::i,Luj;
accounted for a great deal o{ the treavy dratn upon our originai f";";-;.".,"...".

,"rJ;'15 y;r.i;,::'ilt::'i";:"'i,k:":"Tit":: :isi":"ltij* si,fr"*.".?*.y0"'ij::
#:i."*i-il:,{#fl ir*J:,#ii#*d;i*$*t!Jl*ii[i*.*fi SHilj

.  .  Short : :ge of  t iml ,er  rhrn has re,utrcJ in.more publ ic  aurrencs,  of  rhc v i r . t  imporr . ,nceaf  rh i '  comm.dirv in oL,r  econo,ni(  r i fe cnr rhar ; ; i ; . "  . . ; ; ; ; , ;L i " , i , "  . ,  , "opry i ,o,n

l:J"r,lxxl 
t" the tuture. This is thereforc "n "pp."p.i"t" 

-L.""'i,)"._i,rnr"" 
the timucr

FIlmanitl'.r Nccrls.

_ National welfare in its broadest

If ,t'''"i:",1f ::;1fr::i :,,f i. Jrrffiiilffi ;ft 
''1;hrii.:.i':::fi .".::: lii sf ':f

. - The irnportancc of timbcr in humrn aftirs has becn basic rathcr than immecliatc.

#::lli:i",,"*f'::11"::1."" jl: X,,ii" 
""r."r tr" Ji"t*v'",."a1.,r"'".i""ii.v to mainrain

*r," ,,* "^iili"'r,";;;;:;;';^;;""i*n*^i:":ij:i,x"";,1ftTi *:.,""J^tT"T*l:1;visorous life. The three matcriat nccess,irics arc f"",1, .l"dii;;, ;;.r;;.it*, ,"a, i., "t"*

:J"*:.,T"T]:."iX*:TilK,ifi:"t'".T i::.;;llll-i,"**"d:}i::l*: ". o,he.wo
Woocl Ran/<s Ncrt ro Food.

Excecdine in importancc cvery other basic raw matetial cxcept food,ut^r p"'t-i"'i..,''r,iffr".il';;;';ii.; basic neccssities or rit'e and, "r.,,"..:":f""l1t:h:preparation of food itseli

. lt may perhaps be claimed that timl:er Jamine can nevel cxist sincc use will bc madeofother rnatcriats. The efcct eocs deepcr than that. A;";elil;;iiil;;in tne crowded

::,*iur*r*:qk*:r,' r:t :nr.,,,""l',lt:ffi*li{tffi'{;lJil,j$
to maintain the fertilitv of thc soil.rimbe*nJ ;t..r..i,"i,... '; 

";j, 5",i:'[i.;::i,::lti.,I]):,'""1i:ll$;::l.^;
dilrerenr,,runrries rc\ci,rs r gr(ar por.enrirr JemanJ r" ';"" '" i i .r,.- I"f, i ..r i.,r". rr,.
;::,lb.1',t"i-i: llp.""emcnti in standar.rs whicrr *"J ;"; _;i"'il';i,. ii..n "t r,""""",rurnltur€, conveyanccs, paper, tcxtiles, and other poods.

Heatt Consrmbtion.

*n.In:,'i:':#lti't'A?'.'iflll:'i::..;t :l:rf,lirii,lh:l,i,l,Sil."i;l;:l",Hl
half the paper of the qiobe.

" ^,^-.1r.,, --::]_.f.:b": 
r twcn"cv miltion tons ofwood-pulp protluced annualty in the world.$ar.  rhe r \or th Americrn _conr inenr suppl ieJ dpproximrrely hai f  of  i r .  Thc."#?i"'"1 ::if;""*":i!"" tl'":#l*:,,1*:m, u"::x:F,;i1,,,T"T***:1,.,*gt

th.em produccd rhe orher harf oi the pulp..excepr r".  ." ;p;; ; ,r , ; i i  " ; i r ' "q,un,;, ; .r  .r . .-wherc. .  Thc United Kinqdom *r. "".  "f ,1. -". ,  imporranr markers rhoush considcrrblequantities crossed the Atlantic.

Supply
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A World Timber Shortage
Somc inrere.r inq^fucrs emerge rrom rhe di . .  r , ion o!  rhc fmpjre foresr,  and r imber

: : . l l l l : l  i l " i t^ ,1. ,  
tsr i r ish L-mpire Forerrrv c, ,nrercnce hetJ lashear in EngrrnJ and

: 1 . : l : , : : , . 1 ,  
r r u , L r c r e s a r r .  r r o m . r h e  v i r r i . , u \  c o u n r r i e .  m J k i n e  u p  r h e  t m p i r e .  

- l n  
o r d e rr h e  $ h o t e  o r  _ t h e  b n g t i \ h - s p e a k i n g  s . r l d .  ' h e r c  w e r e  t h r c e  A U c \ r  f o r c . r e r s  t r o m

rr. rc\ ,  rwo ot  whom werc memb.r ,  of  rhe FooJ rnd ACricul f l r r r r l  Orgrnrs.r r ion.
, .The study of-tLe problem of timber supply in its broad sensc with rcspect both tcrthe immcdiate and the fucurc needs or Empl;e counrries was p."t"r,rv il,. i;"a;J";i.  n e , . r i n f e  t h c  s u p p t v  ( , r . r i m h e r  i c  u n q r r " . i i o n r b t r  r h e  p . i . , e - ; ; , ; r " . ;  , , , a  1 , , . , ; n . , , ; . nr o r  l o r c r r r v .  r l r o L r . h  n o r  b v  J n )  m e . n s  r h e  o n l v  o n c .

,  
An rctount  wrs s i \en ( . f .whar F.A.O. sought to do in the rangc of  internat ional

g f i rs t  s i rh a forest  inventory of  the wor ld.  At tcnt ion was drawnDv f .A. \ , .  dc lcr :aaes ro rhc imporhnce of  t imbcr as one of  the major  raw products neededro suppiy rhc rhrec br l ic  mrrer i r t  requirenents of  mankind,  namely,  food,  c loth ing,  andsheltcr.

-  
T h c  l , i a h l , e l , t .  o f , r h c  c . , D . . [ ' r i . n .  w h r i l r  e m c r g e c t  w ( r (  r t r e  d e . r e r a , . . , r J i r \  i n  w h i c l r\ o i n e . t  r c  c . , u n r r i c \  i , l  ( h (  E r n I i t u . f c u n L I  r h e r n s c l " e ,  w l r e n  n o r m r t  r r n p , , r r .of timber -werc cut down, or cut o1{ entirely ihortty alter the "",b"."-k of *^. ; and ttratthe nced for  t imber is  a v i ta l  issue confront ing t t re Empire 1. I . " .  

- . - . . - '

The conference rer-orreJ thar ic  could not  buc be c leeply impressecl  wi th thc greatinadcqurty of  r imhcr s.ppty,  not  o^ ly in s,"pt . . . " , , * , t . " , " r1, ' ; i5 ; ; ; "  woi ld.  Trr is
f l , j : i , l  l l  

' i *  J . . 6 n i r ( l y  J c l i v i n r  r c h r t ' i r i t , r r i , i n  , , r  i n . l u . r r i . *  ; , ,  t n .  r , , . c * , , .  p c r i , \ t ,  J n d
' . . , n  I n n o r r r n r  l : ' ! r ( , r  i 0  J ( t . , v r n H : r  r c t u r h  r ( ,  w , . r t . l  ( r . , , r , , n i L  s r r l , r l i t y .  I t  i .prcvc-nt ing t l re provis ion ot iadcquatr  h_. , i rs inH rnr  Ernpirc peLrples l "A- i "  . " f .ut r t "a t . ,i n r ( r f c r !  w i r h  r h .  . r a n J . , r J s , , f  t i v r n , : , , f  E r n l i r e  e i r i z c n . .

Unior tunatc ly,  , rdcqLr.r rc stat isr ical  dnta rre_not avr ihblc,  c i thcr  ns to Empirc t imbcr
i_: : : : l l : : :  : l i , l : , l , r " f ic i (nr ics in supply.  That .d,erc exists a grer t  shortngc is  incr isputable,

Inr"y wortd f . r r t t r rs opcr l t l ing rhnr i r  was i rnpossib le to p icparc an est i rnatewith rny dcgr.cc of  autho' . i ty  or  a!curacy.

_^-  Thc drra conhibuted to thc confcrencc show thr t ,  in  roLrnd f ieur.es,  C.nlda has131,000 mi l ln,n cubic fcr  of  sof iwo.d rnd 59,000 " ' r t t i " "  . . i f i .  r " l i  " l l i " . i **"r  " , " "a*gt iml 'cr_; .  t lur  InLl i r  hrs ?,000 mi i l ion cubic i " " ,  , , t .  " , , r*" , , . r . , . " "a-  i r , , t ib i  , .  r i , , "  . . , r i .fcet  of  hardwrxxls ;  thxt  Br i t ish Guiana has 1l ,OO0 rni l lnn cubic tu; i  of  r , , i i . f_, ,J"- ;
r l ' x t A u \ t r . i l i r l , ' : . _ l r , 0 0 O ' n i l i o n c ! b i c f e c t o f h a r d w o o d s ; , , " d t l , , , t n t t o t l c r c o . n t r i c s
nr\ r  r r is  rh. , , )  r ,000 mi l l i r ,n .ubi t  f i \ : t  of  sof twoods anci  lcss than 2,000 mi l t i ( )n cubic {ccror  harcrwoocrs in nosr cascs much less.  Al tho. ,er ,  rn i i i ,  i i , , . " ; ; ' i " ; ; . . - ; ; i ; i " , "  of  st^ndi .ur i rnhcr i r  i \ , insuRir icnr  k,_ rnc(r  h. . r  owD requircnerrrs,  ancl  thc b i r i l  fact  rcmains that
: ; 'L . : . : l j l . i : .11.* ' . ' "ndr: rnd: , r . ,n( , , r  . r  t t rc  counft ies concerned hrve an cxgrr table surplus

ImPorts Rct l lccd.

^. . . . -1] ' :  
u l l l : - ' i *  cr . rnrplcs of  r tdrrct ions in imports of  wood and woo.t  pr( ,ducts arc

+y-. ] . : :_: : l  : ,1f"  
h lu c! ,unrr ic5 wcrc thrown b.rck on t l lc i r  dur ins t r re war.I  n c f lsure\  g 'vcn rrFrc\rDr (quiv. ' tenr vol l rmes of  round loes in t rue rne.rsure under bark.

C U u  n t r y . Nct  Imports,  in mi l lnrns o1 cub.  I t .

Uni ted Kingdom
Average, 1934-38.

r ,2a '? ,?
60.4
89.0South Afric.r

1945 .

477 .O
10 .2
I4 .0

-  . Y l , l l  
r h e  . h , . n r g e  ( r i s r ,  i n  h o ( t r  l w n  r i m h c r  r n J  i n  p u l p  a n J  p a p c r  r . r o J r r c r s  t h c

: " " " " ; .  i : l ; . . ; ' " * . , " e . r  
r , ,  r h e . p , n i . n  - f  F . A . o .  r h r | h . , t r . , ,  r r  i c J t  . r ' o r r r s c  w J r  i n

Ncu Uscs for 
'rinrbcr.

^-  ,  l l ' f ly  
*  I  re 'u l r , r ' f  rhr  or  t in,her nncl  r , , re.r  pr . 'Jucr"  hJve inc.(ased,

J n d  p r ' t p . ' n J  f r p ( r  i n J U s r r i e s  r r e  p d l ; n g  g r e a r e r  J r r ( n r i o n  r o  b e  e r  u r i l i l r -,ore\t. lherc is an incrcrsing tendency for the pulp industry to be atrracted
by the smaller material and to link up-more closety w;th' ""*,"rfl"g.' be,etopmentsin,tbis dircrcion cncouuge.rhe raprd dd"er"pme.i "i;.g,;;th ;;;ili'e, forests and of
i : .1: : :^ ._ 

p_' j : , : , l l ' " ron whi .h.rhe wortJ mu_r rcrv more , rn.r  more for  fururc suppt ie. .r w r d e o l e r  t h c ,  u \ e . o r  r a m i n a r c J  w o o . t  a n d  r h e  u s e  o i  r i m b e r  . o n n c c r u r s  i n  \ r r u c t u r l l
ourorngs ren\rers rhe growrh ut  l r rge ( imbcr l ( rs impurrant .
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.  , In 
Au.rra l ia.  people seem hardly ro-he aware of  rhe growing ron\umprion ot  papcrin the hjgh l iv ine sranJard counrr ies. .  E\cn rhe dra.r ic  cur in our ne_"p:rpe,s r t ,e idyreterred ro seems to mo\r  peopre to be ."" . . i i .J" . i ,  "  i t r ,  ;  J" t i " ; ' : ; ; . , ,s . .

We used to read of wood being required.from the cradle to the grave, and areaccustomed ro read of new substitrr tLs, fdr ,i-r.. r" li,'-"*' ."-*""a]ii"J. u" *. "p-pr .eci_ate fu l ly ,  however.  the growin
,ereph.onc has become p'r, "f o,, diirs",:il:::: lx'J|TH'.?_?*i'...J;:lTi;r"'*:
were titde known..have accepted thern .as 

-a1-"",- 
"_";;; i;;;.,;-"'*ill"*. v*, r"

:'iff:T,Triji",""i"'.:T:""J,,.JJ';..j.3J tri.J:?1:""1:'i1."iffJ:;;"r?' A N.* york ,;'e.
Timber has, in a sense, reolacect gold as a rneclium of exchange for we use papermonev and also paper cheques o"d b"nii d.uf.". p"p* i" tir..orry iii-rur"r'ency o{ civilisa-

Comblaccnc!.

^, '-lJ:*d'T" 
are todry Jstonishingty complacent in the face of a crippling shorrageo r u m b e r ' . L , u r i m F o r r s u p ( r n w h i c h w e r e l i e d i n t h e p a s t h a v e b e c n c u i , , k . . " " . i t r . , " " , . ; i r

:;t"';"'.""Tj:i,'l;::[.1';.'.'l;:""isff]. * the timter p'"r"."J'r" "". "*n countrv,
It seems that the rimber-Jeshoving age_nts, the bush 6re and the scttler,s axe, have,rike the browfly, arways been *irh ;s,-anJ [;.;-,;.";;;;;f;.;ii:.,i,i'j.i"',""a.
An aroused prblic oDinion could,.go a_iong way- towrrd c()rrecting flrgrant abuses tos;:,ft'i"l* jiil*l,",tt"l#t *::fil:,; .,"",,".JtJ;tf,il.*.J"::.:jjl;j.,xii"t":"",J:i.;:

, -  .  
The,srarr ins of  new industr ics in_Austra l ia is  eminent ly desirable,  but  wi th th is un.

lL'ililfil';*,i"illi:'11i.".1,'"Ti","iiL:};:':-"il,#':,"J::iJ,T "'* i'i "1'' "ia*.."a '""",
It is not too late, for bettcr latc than ncvcr.

Timber
Basic Rau- Mater:ial

. , 
Any large .scale survey o-i human nccessitics must rcvcal thc clepcnilence upon wood

1'j 
,l:-:.:! majoiity of people. .Too drrcn wc f.ril t,. .,pp...;"," ir,!-iiliigs to which wc

li:,i:$.li;i."::iiffi ilii'iiJ *.:i t* tflT'i;'"1 HJj,.:.i" ll x:,::,::L;,ft1;,#;ii
: t#'Jf 'J;:'Ii#:ili";:t"t* :tTii.H:tt.it**;ii::.*"t i;'igi,r"rrv *"g",a"r

Our forests and the industiics of our St?rre wtrich clepend upon our lorests lor thcirraw mnterial constitute one of our most importa"t "ot.,ot'o"J iria""tr;ri ,""o".""", rr,"
:i:xi.:1'..'&:r.31" 

products of thc w."t.,i""ti^ii""-i",;;"i;iil;i;; in .ormar timce

,Not onlv does it behove us to preserve this resource:rnd rhese in.lustries so that this

X,.illtX,"1i:i$ji,fT:"lo*;1,:i *" musr increas€."d ilit;;,r.;"b; it ror the sake

, ..wjrh 
a present worlJ shorrage of almost cvery necd, it might bc felt that tinber, like

Tiii,.:1t""'.:*'3:,::i:i,..:t"...,1i".:.if.T":'3*:.*i:n:*i.:,"1'lL"*"i;;Tl*
l:il':.,j-",y1.*ll rimbei for imponati""."" b";;J; ";; "-st i."--i-r,"'*."ra,s diminish_

ii:,ri'!i'"::f',i: ui].[i".",1,:",:Ti11t$]:*,11Ti3.?:1"3il1Tj1i:t3i?.,,ltxil,:
wood, canj however, hardly be disregarded.

Australia is not a countrv of unlimired resources ; it is extrcmely dependent uponcertain B,oods wbich.musc be imporced f."^ """.;.;;.. il;y-;iii;;J e-ooos cannot be

i'i:.,t'ii-tl"i];i.i:",j'&'"J:tT,.li'l'.iiff jl:f; *",l[::ff"f i.':,y:*5*"I"*:""f;jot our requirements, Suficient timber_for ""..,e.it" .".ta t. gro*" i" ".

:?"::'t5"""*n.9,."..1i";"1""t: i{t*;Jti":s";;";:il.i; ii;:ii:iii.fflhl??,ilfi:
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Pllauoods a.rd Lalnincttions.

:::#ir-"""llil:lii"il.x:iiiJis;::,il*Ti:i.*"T*i1t#:ffjft"",i:?.:.:rj:r,::
,Tif..:n:.:.,tli,"xTxt.":",lii j-,!. "ry veneer, is ".""g i" "1,. ai*.tion and sowea[
eff :*jlHjiff i::-;:i*.r,'Jj'*q:t5il,ir:i, :fr li:;j jf,ff :iu:,:t,*:ri"&T;t
;a;Tli:*"'"*::;'r.t""-,rr#-:i;: il{#ll T"rs: "i*::l*'r:?.li# j.F*l
grain, there is an inevitatrle slipht

::T,fit""J,"T5X;:1"#Jf."s::i':iti-"::Jxf#,'lJii.:"T*:,",,*":il,,t;.J*j::;
"-. *,xir:f;n:;'H:Hi*i:L'':J!: :v--o*:n'asopranc erope,er and in 'rhe modc'r

l:;,*l;;i;tJ;lit;:"...",*n:"\lii."oT1.f""";;ilili:t.:,;'i"t;,11.::Tl;,,".,J."..jl:
:i:i:lit,j;..,__ :,.ru,*T lJ,"1l.ix,&i'.iil:1" ",1t.,iff .s:"kTnH.":T:.T j:
:r Lr!'{il;i:,I$:r.:i.:t:!! il?!:T::.:."*Ix1:;llyd.f ;.,.ij;.1:l.,t.j"n*:"*llacross Norrhctn Arner ica,  Norcherr

i li.;; :""j$i:; ;:ii gltJs :ij' :i ":?,.*[T.lTT,fi i'bu :.rc occ u r .,;,. Je
represcnted by the,ro op "',," ", o'l*iii;".i"#'ii 

i:: :"1"i[ 3iJ^,i;1' :,*il" i'.Ti::

EwoDc .tj.l Asia.

_Gencrally, the lbrcsts oI Errror
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,',ii'll;:l.Y'[,Ti'i..,ljr.'il:l'il.]ii:'$u:"gi:t ,:1,*:":.*l:t:i:;ii*-il"^iiffi

Austrct l ia-

".-.',ii'i:1,,|:j:i""1:1,:;,i' :? iifi;'.?"H,ff"15"i:":""11'"?i:'ticabr€ ,to. 
secure anv sub-

$ irhin o'r own ,hoi", ncr;ry :,u tr,. timbe; whiJ;; ilfi"J;:;^il1,f.".fi:, *"*

mliri:lt"*#bj r*,iii1{=_=iiit "i:,?:q{.i:'rs i,}:rr:*, tr:,r:,i:
mancndv scarcc in rhe nor *." o^i:ll"r.i-iJ' 

people that timbct is eonre to be pcr-

i:r**1,**t["#*t"".'":r.liti.]'".i?j,in',ru_..#;t"t'r* jr
.*,lt"y""$'".Jb*if iH",|:*::"""*'liH:j,:u::!,i";.**:rsnil'riTi.Ii,f..jij
rhe point  of  \ iew ot  Ausrrr t ia as a w

;irli,*"ll::n}..::t,ti"".,liil,i"ilii..;_l;:?'ilI.^liTJ:,"":L*;:""":?J :1",""-.i"1:
A",u3ii.f'?li:;"i *?ii'if:1ff;i"*r' 

at the pres€nt time, are not fulv devero.ped.
,he s,anapoi"r ti r'e.;.",i"i li,a*ii",iirlil",i:,13).,r,$?#;::ll.;i,ml:li:,::"Til
3:.f i. i:;':l', iioo,)?. ji"lln;, *l:*:."i;.'i#1":" il ;,-*::rl"*"+;,.,il.::".J:f
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Thc construction of a great darn destined to become patt of an impoltant irrigation
ptoject captures the imagination, and rnuch thought is given by all to the value of
water and engineering piojects in our young country. Seldom is a thought given to Nature's
engineering feat-the building of the forest which provides the water for the dam.

Australians have always had forests, and hence thete is less in these complex organisa'
tions of Nature to excite our interest than in a comparatively puny man-made wall. A
forest is nothing new.

Once in a great hall in a countiy town on the occasion of the discussion of a develop-
mental project for thc district, I thorght it symbolic of Australia's inditrerence to the
source of her timber supplies, that the immense beams ovethead were of imported oregon'
yet all thc talk centred on the production of exports,

It is not surprising that some nations blessed with abundant forests have developed
high standards of living. S(ch nations have based their living upon a perpetually
renewable material and can live well even after the last drop of oil has been pumped,
the last ton of steel fabricated, and the last ton of coal mined' This fact arises from
increasing industrialisation based on wood. Here are the world productions of some
important materials given in rnillions of tons :

Wood .  .
C o a l  . .
Petroleum
S t c c l  . .
M i l k  . .
Potatocs'Wheat 

. .
C o r n  . .
Sugar . .
Meat . .
Cot ton
Wool . .

r
I

i

. .  1 ,200 , *

. .  1 ,300 ,8 *

. .  1 3 5

. .  2 0 0

. .  2 5 4
, .  1 5 0
. .  t z 1
. .  2 7
. .  3 0
. .  8
, .  2

In gtoss tonnage only coal is prodtccd in greatcr volume than wood, If all the
foodstufis in thc abovc tablc be added togethcr, they amount to 777 million tons,

The Fuel Problern
The largest usc of wood, fuel, is the most wasteful and among the most important.

Over vast resions, where coal is either unavdilable or costly, wood constitutes the only
fuel and makcs life possible, Even in regions of wood scarcity the population depends
upon wood or charcoal for winter warmth and the prepatation of food. Indeed, there
are many exarnplcs of cornplete denudntion of forested lands in Africa :rnd A6ia through
generations of harvcsting for fuel alone.

The use of sawdust as a fuel is an intcrcsting development to most Australians in a
land where it is mostly burnt at the mills.

Sawdust hail its day in British Columbia during the late 1920's and the 1930'6. It
was highly satisfactory in the type of butners that were developed. Prior to the intro-
duction of these, sawdust was a waste ptoduct. A certain amount went into making
stcam at the various mills, but the greater proportion of it was disposed of merely to
Cct rid of a nuisance around the plant.

The principal drawbacks to sawdust as a fucl arc its bulk' calling for large storage
space, and its tendency to hcat and rot in the bin.

Sdt,drlsf B rnins.
The burner is cxtremely sirnple. A cast iron or curved bdck lining diiectsthe6aw-

dust from the stoiage hopper into the frre box. The sawdust burns in the fire box, being
rcadily started with papcr, and feeds by gtavity down into the frre box as the pile in the
oox D rns away.

The earlv urers of sawdult were able to supply all their requirenents for the cost
of hauling ir away. Soon a change was made to a very modest charge per unit of 200
cu. ft. though it still remained tbe cheapest fuel that could be bought. This, coupled
with very satisfactory petformancc, resulted in a very rapid expansion in its use' As
the use and demand increased, the price followed suit, until today the cost of sawdust
as a fuel is about on a par with wood, coal or oil.

The use of sawdust as a fuel, however, dcclined because the demand far exceeded
the visible supply. The mills even introduced sawdust-making machined to turn slabs,
cdgings and trimmings into a finely divided hog fuel, which was a very fair substitllte

22



8Z

Hi:i;'3?i,:5"'"S,;i,""q,ff:.:j:iT:$" ro sed,{r rso"' '",{' ","" r"'li"Iil'i l"l}i;U;

it"^",ir#iri$;irTiil;::i:,J*"ri;d{# j#ft$"r,'" " r"i l}H:i.i# rurar :qr Jo uop€J!tdde eqr ,iipa1 sirrl suelle4snv Jo spuru eql q rqsnoqt lo uocn;uoC

:"j:,."iiq ""y' ror Jnoul'lr ,"'. "iXTli'"i'."1."#'H:;::l|:Ji""Ji ".i,%1","','"T,ri'J:::""i

i.it"lir:Jfl';"';3;;""ji"[J":i'.y '"e'.'^r11,q"ri"'.1"=u;J;"-;',",";;';"q' ro Eu,{ur,r,
:"" 3. .ia.;"iiqi-.i!;;"'q;::i;X"""*?,'#l ll::iiT""l":Un::?"i}i,i.i"""49"t; 'tllE.rrsnv urrtsrn^ lo s]:)rEw .reoul

;rs.i ffi;"""g"*xr:*-':.iji^'j:,":fff{:-i{,..j"j.rid"i:!i"fr?xi!-Ti::J"Jsi 's,d^r''ne;nrE^ .r:,q ..{i1p"il-q'iv-ffi"?T"f;j:""'*,;":tiliT"B'1"f":i*t ryUffi:ti terurou rno .rtErep 4,,^.,;rror rlj i,,
iqr ur uoqqndoa i,;";""",,j;1;:;.f%"r11;1,,.T.:,t x::1,"":1"1"$1l""ijh ;.JJ"",l?*""

'tragt uo11',r8tw

,t'Jn:ff li til'":'"i1J;l'"lXi Y."r"it:-vq ""',r" oor rp ,nq 'do,, e cr Jrq."lr ,eqr o^,our
:l:l*;:u:{' ;, l"i,1';l*rJ-rh:]..:"yiii{ r:i;'";':JlJ""ti{i-.::si: ari'eqr'asoaani'ir:r.r,t;"j;;;;;'^t"Jl?Hi:j:":1:#lY""i?lJi$","1ffi",,1i;.-;

[{".1:ii::':,i"lii.:t?',}Y""1,:li"lli::sjti!l#i"""":ild+fi,*{,::il"#$jjl,iil{ rno rratu or uo'sr^ord rr;,)brpc dur,lutu ruor; rrJ are a^{ tEqr lroqs ur .pug 
IIEqs aA

r.:i:ll.r.r1,"iii,:,""1X:lXi[:lX;34;].]l.i*"'",ljf;,,"t".:;r:p,TTii,J:ji$"U,ji: ':::."ij:1",.:*" "-l"i"i:i; i:l"t""ili,;:"",'i","^"J_r""j,*""""'J"f"-ilj,"i:tjlf.x.":t uo 'tuurslp ^trelnrruxd sr-uorr'r:nrrs aqr .p"u,o,uo, "i",;* ";;_fi+"y;"}r, "J*,;

:iJ:':i""xil,ir#J:iil*ri'riifi::i{liiry"$ii:"{iiidi!#*r"..:1.:::.::"i!
*::t*"tlit'ru{'""^"*#:,'r!".it*,:i 'lLij:T,'T;,i^"iJ"l .;'ii"'aqr arEr o)
r,"il#iT;:tlir";*xd",^,mt$]H:t#i""b:"$":r'#+1i*l;ijii{i
i:rig$:.'riii:{iiiiiri:F:,{'r,ti,".U:ltxx,l,i;'i!""-,iJ*'.,tl$j:;;i}'irj
ii{SJJ,:'";3'*';",';;::itl:ii:J,"JJtr:,:l'"'J,",,,',TJi.:',i:'; lklll""i* p,re,snv ro -.our",oj qsrrrLs jqi :",,.i",y"di s-"1qo.ra'p,r,r jid rd ;";i ,i'6.r;;;l:[lq: V,*^

ernlnc eq] Pue reqrurl

;:i"f :".:: .r; lM'di,Ft"_$jiHil:"_ff xl'Il !!i:!"".:[] fq5":"a"s_:"1__* i3l ;liIl"i""" "."ijjE"i,::"9 
;*dil #:U"t*.,."1t',";"" j^'y;gi*jg,:,f**;#

t::ti* r" sarrddns rrnrds ., "rq,..p;pi,li5,;i;s".ii"J,lf#lI#i{?Ji;qJ;:;'l"r,"E:: uoqs ur sE^{ .lanJ Eurpnl:ur ,:urrlirr:,re ua.1,a, ,"!eai redn,p E.".r"[ 
--.i*; 

r""p^* ",11 -.,



brtft to eia.s.
It is a similar confusion of thought wlich has caused one of Austtalia's leaders to

'uu u""" ,  , t r .  dr i f t  to the c i r ies thar i i  not  arresred th is movement * i l l  wi th in a decade

i"i." A""""it. to imporr primary products. Timber, which Australia alreadv has to

t;;;J; frli her *u*", is-one oi ihe most impottant primarv prod'cts among human

i.ia*- iJ -titi tt'" orocess of forest destruction go." o.' in Australia to induce a vield
of products less needed by her own people.

V/est Australians are having brought home to them verv clearlv today the fact that

.f'" ""a "i """ i"'pi"s timber has"alnosi arrited. With the expected srowth in population

t"-ah" ";; three'decades the seriousness of the position must be apparedt to all'

Apart altoqether from the perennial and often quite unjustifiable argument that this

" .  t t ' " i i " 'J t " ' 'J  i '  ber ter  sui t id ro asr icul ture '  a mbre important  quest ion of  immediare

conceffr to us all is oul failure to meet our timber demands from within ou_r own country

; ; ; ;  ; i th " ; ;  p." . "" t  smal l  populat ion of  some sevcn mi l l i -ons -of-  people -  l t  is  therefore

a mattet  of  keen inrerest  to Au6tral ians that  adequate steps should be taken ior  a progtesslve

i;;;;;" ti*t"" g."*th in our own land. In tima of war it would be vital to our

defence.

The ouestion is essentiallv one fot consideration in relation to overall Australian

*q"i-""-"ii.. 
' 

ii l" e'p".t"a by all Austtalians that the expansion of our po-pulalion in

;h;;;;, t*; decades w'lll be of generous proportions. Even at this stase a belated recog-

;nt;;-;a ";. shortcomings in ihe past ;ili stimlrlate efforts towards sreater care and

attention in the future.

Everyone should know that forests are one of out most basic resources and that the

f"t"." d.'."""d" for wood as well as for other fore6t products and services will require

the maximum productivity of which th€v are capable.

T imb er Tndi sl]ensable.

One of the constructive results of the present acute timber shottage ir Australia

rft""td l"it emphasise that timber is a crop which is indisp-ensible ro the.nation Everv

.iii,ri--*i, tt'"i"i.re, be made to see that our forests are fullv conserved and protecte(

""J i f ' " i , t ' l ' ; .  p ' "a 'c i iv i ty  is  ra;sed to the highest  possib le level .  The more th is is  don'

; ;d" ; ' ; ; ; ' i ; " ; t t l  be chi  necd for  fur ther iacr iGies and for  more drasr ic ac( ion later '

F inal ly ,  the growing of  t imbcr is  onlv one purpose of  fotests Other uses of  forest

".. rnl.r l,l'a ra-ried. Afforestction is cicimed to be a chcaper and more efiective ano

; ; i l ; i ; f  ; . ; ; " . ;  i t ' " "  " i -pt .  drainaee under rhe condir ions prevai l ine in Ueanda Th'

" i t "  " i  "Ro. ." , " t ;on is  to d iy up the swamps more-or less completc lv leaving a minimum

nrrmber of  holes and di tches for  permanent ne€ds.  Ih 's  rather less spectacular  wor l<

*"r-.*rf"i i"- efiect most s".."""?"tty close behind the 6hore lin-e of che Atlantic Ocea'

i^ ttt" *.it-t"o*" t-ondes of southern Fr,:nce now long famous as the scene of the arrestin!

"? iit" -"""-"", of sand dunes on a trulv nationat -scale. Three million acres of pin'

i"r.",t,-ii. ""pp-, "f so many industries, now cover this one-time fever-stricken ptovince'

Unden;ably wood hrs been the most important  commerc- ia l  product-  6f  fore ' ts  bu

. t .ar lv .  io.e" t"  ha'"  a mul t ip le use.  the use of  forest  lands and products tor  a var ie ly o

." i " " i . r - ,  
-*""a,  

warer th io"ch water catchmenr protecr ion honev -grazing f lora at

i*'i^-.- n"t'. re.'.uiio" u"a "."'"..v u'. all prorided bv our forests although rheir ma

purpose is indecd the gro\ting of crops of timber.




