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A description of the part played by forestry and the -forest industry

i" ,fr. .i""-"tli. ttructure bf the country in the five years 1951-55'

CHAPTER I.

A.-AREA STATEMENT.

WesrsnN Austner,re.

(i) Total area of forest

(ii) Total area of land permanently devoted. to agri'

culture. short'term fallow and improved pasture

(iii) Total area of other land, exclulling. water surfaces'
''-- -il4 

including long'term bush fallow ' ' ' '

(iv) Total land area (excluding water surfaces)

(v) Iorest area as a percentage of total land area ' '

(vi) Total population in rnillions

(vii) Population Per square mile

41,826 sq. miles

24,844 sq. rniles

89?,438 sq. miles

964,L08 sq. niiles

4 . 3 4  %

0.658

0 . 6 8
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Nores on Table 1.

(i) The total atea of forest as 6hown in Tabte I is-4f,826 square miles, inclusive

"r -"'"if."al" 
-"iti.* 

t"i"f"n -.. of 28,99? square miles, which produce onlv fuel'

fence posts, and tound mining timber.

( i i )  Re\ ised esr imates of  the forest  area indicate 4l '826 square.mi ies '  an increase

"f szo-'1.""*--;f .'. it'" f"r.'t areir represents 4'J4 per cent' of the total land area'

but  i f  exolo i table and potenl ia l ly  explo i table foresr onty 's  consicterecl '  the percentage

is only 1:28 per cent.

(it) The mosr sighificant changes in the table 6ince 1950 have been the addition

of 66i souate miles of permanentlv dedicated State Forest (Hardwoods) and an increase

of 12 souare mi les of  sof tqood plantat ions'
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C.-VOLUME OF
in exploitable

Tagrr 3.

STANDING WOOD AND INCREMENT
Foresr as it stood at the end of 1955.

Thousands of Cubic Feet of round
wooo 1n true measute under batk.

NarLrral

^  .  annurt  Ner annual
Ch.r  of  Furerr  . ,nd \ \ .o ,  t  Totat  los.c,  l .v  incr(menr_

Volume. , - : " i ' ] ' I " t  f i re.  Jecav.  rC" l .  i ,
mcrenent. insects,insecb,  minus

q i ' rdf r l l ,  I  Cot-  a)*i"dr"n, i c;i.-J).
(r)  ,  t2t  (r ,  i [  (s)

{il i:,i'ff,:1"'i" G?ill:ii...";; 
{ 

voru,"c ngurcs a,e tl;:uv1:d un,{er statc For€st

atc- r 
' '

/ ( i )  
S , f r w o o d \  r c o n i f , . r , t  .  .  1 0 , 8 0 0  t , i 5 0  ( b )  N ; l( ' , ,  H*,rEorLrs ,hr., ,rrr. , ,r ,rr ^.. i ,r .+ior.,  u"i""."." '  u. i i '1,*" ", i : l l3 l i junknown 66,500 (c)

T o t r l  . .  . .  - - . ^  
_ .n o  J . r  \ u  I , 5 5 0  .  .  0 8 , 0 5 0

Comrntnal

. ( i )  S o f r $  o o J s  { f o n , r ! - - l
t r l ,  r r a r d w o o J s  ( t , r , , r  j l  r \ . . J J

Totat

t'rivate-

T o t a l  . ,  
-  

-  . .  
-  

-
Total-

( i )  S- f r ra o( ,J\ .  ( r .oni f , . r ,  )  1O.8OO( ' t )  H  r r J q t ' o J  ( b r , , J J t L r \ c J J  o , o 5 2 . 4 5 0 r , r ,  I , 5 5 0 ( b )

r o t a r  . . . . " " , # i  _  - _  
#

ii:r"'rJ;r:r$ ililiil 1i1 -l nll.:ri:?i:::i*l,i iJ.::r t;';liff ',?: J:n ""i
i:'1,'"lll i'il::"1i,'i i::; ";';:i::l #lll'l;::T';fl:?:,i';iL'i'l:*:t '::::i.lli

"^.r,fJ il::.""""t 
incremenr based on estin,aces only-tiue to young prantaaons on

(c) Based on an cstimlted net increment of 1 per cent. over the exploitable forest.
E4tlanatory Nores-Tabte j.

,  Tr  shoul t l  be norcd rhr t  rhe wid,:":""ruUni :ii *i*,.Tir[Hl*":it'{{i.:fi:':!.i.r["r.-l";:"":,T;if , i;ri00i". c.e H..*i,i.i,-'i"'il:;;;$:i'ifi^l'J.;",:ftif:":j"I}:.erowing st"ck, i.s., under

,.-,",:;,T: j1"',. jj.".T:ili:ffi .f ,:'"":'".,T::"*X""$.i,ixTi"iil.:,":fr t,:i.;*:::
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(ii) ImPorts and Exqorti

It should be noted that the import and export figures gi-v-en in Table 5

are for overseas trade only and do not give a true picture ot western Aus-

tralia's role as an exporting State.

Briefly summarised, it may be said that it 1955' 82 per cerrt' of pr-oduc'

ti"n *ui . i""d locally, i5 per-cent' exported to the Eastern-States of Aus'

ir^il u"d 3 oer cent. exporred overseas. The total export figu-re of -18 per

i".r. "i -oair., i"n is less rhan the I950 figure of 27 per cent', and emphasises

itt" er".i"t local consumption due to the growing population' At the same

ii-"]- ii It i"t"""tring ro note thar although export. as-a. perccntagc of pro-

duction has fallen, rhe actual export has increasecl Sllghtly because ot rne

significant growth of total production.

WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS.-IMPORTS AND EXPORTS' 
FOR THE YEAR, 1954.1955.

Volume in thousands of cubic feet in
the equivalent of roundwood in true
mea"rrie urrder bark; and value in €

I ABLE ). sterling.

_. . . .  (1 )  -_ . ._

Pridar! Prod!.tt
softwood (coDifcE)-

L9s ,  -  .  . .  .
oth.r sawn and hewn timb€r

Total softwood dmb€t .

Round{ood . .
Pulpsood ..
? i rawood . ,
O|her Bo.ts of wood

Tota l  Sof$ood . .  . .

Hddwood (b.oadleaved)-

! _ o i 6  . . .  . .  . . . .  .  . .

Othar sawn and hewn ttmbe,

-' 94,546

' awood . ,
}ler Bo.ts of wood

Tota l  Sof$ood . .  . .

lwood (b.oadleaved)-

rhar sawn and hewn ttmber

444.2 94,r7r 0 . 1 25 + 404 1 -t 9+,546

347 4

zza.5

63,408

55,a46
' tr i  s

1,t12 \
se,:sp

306,358

+ 387 4

-  903 6

-t- 63,408
- 54,359
- 250,5\2

Tot.l ha.dwood tihb.r ..

Roundwood . .
PdDwood ..
Firewood
Other soft of wood

Total hardwood . ..

Tohl pnmary productd .

6 1 5  9 1\9,25+ 1,344.6 364,717 728 ? 245,+63

615 9 r1,9,25+ 1,144 6 36+,717 724.7 245,464

1,020.1 2t1,825 1,344.7 364,742 32+ 6 t,- r5o,9r7
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E.-MINOR FOREST PRODUCTS: OUTPUT, IMPORTS'
EXPORTS AND HOME CONSUMPTION.

Complete statistics -are not available for-minot for-est products and it

i. tfr"t.f"'i" not possible to indicare a production .value' -The.principal
;;J;.;"i westertt A.'snaliu are tu"stu'ff" pr-oduc'd from wandoo (Euc'

iirlurro'1, Sandalwood (Santalum spicotum), Sandalwood oils and honey'

Table 6 indicates an expott of vegetable oils, but -this is rather rnis'

budi"J "t th" i.tdottty is bised on thi importation of crude- Eucalyptus
oil fro-m the Eastern States of Australia, its refinement in Westetn Aus-

tralia and export overseas.

The trend shown during the past five years has -been for an increase

in production of tanstuffs and animal products, and a tairly constant output

of Sandalwood.

MINOR FOREST PRODUCTS.-OUTPUT' IMPORTS AND
EXPORTS FOR THE YEAR 195+1955'

TABLE 6. Values in € sterling.

Category,

Animal productg
Bamboos, canes

Output
Imports
c.t.F.
Value.

Exports
F.O.B.

'l 
a""".r.
net Im-

I polts (+)
I or Bx-

I norts (-).

I  15)

Drugs. spices ..  .
Fibres, I losses . '  . .

n::.^' 3,5?0
16,103

za6

!:ouu
'i,zn

ici,tzr
'6,117

84,629

122 ,455

, , , , '

i,oeo
N7;

sii,zoe

-  119 ,2E5
+  16 ,103

t32
+ 1,466

Fodder and grazing
Grass and other fodder
Cums, resins, lac
Rubber and latex
lncense and peJume woods ..
Tanstuffs, dyestufis
Veeetable ivoriee
Veeetable oils and oil seede .
Ot[er sorts of minor forest produce . .

26,4E9
84,629+

N/A - Not available'

Note.-Total output value given in Column (2)-above refers to for€st lands only'

*hil;'i;;.;-F.b.a.'"ol,'e ei"".'" in Column (4) iefets to expotts from all sources'
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CHAPTER II.

I'OREST POLICY, SILVICULTURE AND MANAGEMENT.

(1) Forest Policl.

(a) The most significant change in forest policy in Westeln Australia
.ru". ih" oast five veais has been a revision of the Forests Act which, apart
from mirior changcs, had not been altered from its original form of 1918.
The principal changes of the revision provided that-

(i) No oerson should be appointed as Conservator of Forests' 
,-,r.rl"r, he holds upprorred profes'sional qualif.cations.

(ii) Wi.lcr and more elastic powers wcrc to be granted to the Con'
servator regarding the conditions under which petmits could
be rencwed, anc{ royalties determined; also for the issue
of liccnses and the fixing of conditions and royalties applying
thereto.

(iii) Nine.tenths of the Department's net revenue should be paid to
thc Reforcstation Fund instead of three-fifths as provided in
the oriuinal Act.

(b) Firc control policy has undergone considerable revision in the
course'of thc five-ycat pcrio.l rnd the inlrocluction of extensive prescribed
controlled burning'has reduccd hazards built up over many years of complete
protcctron,

(c) A furthcr chansc in policv has bccn a Cabinet decision to rcfund
n p"ra"otug" of royalty to owner. of land on which timber was rcserved
to the Crown.

(2) Silviculture dnd Mdndgement.

In lv'esrern Australia, management of the indigenous forests follows
Drescriptions laid down in a general Working Plan which is tevised at
oeriodi not exceeJinq l0 years. During rhc period under revicw manage'
ment followed rlre orinciples laid down in a Working Plan published in
1945, and a revised Platt -u" produced during the latter part of 1955 which
took e{fect from January, 1a56.

Since 1950 approximately 400,000 acres have been added- to petm'
anentlv dedicated Siate Forest, bringing the total area to 3 .8 million acres.
Of thii area.2.7? mill ion ac."s are under intensive management and '32

mill ion acrei-are in the process of being .{cveloped. The remaining area
is not yet under managerient, but steps are being trken to bring this under
control as early as possible.

At June. 1955. over 14,OOO miles of roads and tracks existed, more
than 1.6-00 miles of telephone liues were in operation, and 389 houses for
employees had been constlucted.

Over the five,year period there has been a considerable increase in
vehicle numbers and other machinery with an associated development of
workshops and employment of mechanical staff.
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activitv both pine from plantations and native Karri (Euc. diversicolor) have
been used, together wifh limited quantities of imported timber.

(2) (i) Durine the past five years, extensive reconnaissance by ground
parti;s. coupled with - application of aerial. photogaphic
methods, has provided information concelning large areas
of oreviouslv liitle known forest in the far'South of the State.

Proposals have been developed for -the - utilisation of this
coi-r.rtrv and plans prepared for the building of a large saw'
-i l l ino centra rvith a . 'r 'mtrer of sawmills. This developmentmilliner centrJwith i number of sawmills. development
is desiiable to provide an equitable distribution of cut through
the forest area-and to rcduie a tendency towards over'cutting
of areas in the proximity of major markets.

(ii) No maior changes have occurred in methods of feliing, ex'
traction and c6nversion during the five'year period, but the
use of powet saw falling has found greater application in
many cenres.

Locomotive extraction methods have continued to give way to
motor lorry tlansport and the gteater part of haulage is now
carried oui bv truck with the advantage to forestry in the
resultant construction of good roads.

Durine the last decade, the provision of a large'scale electricity
,retw"ork rhroushout the South.West of the State has been
followed by thi electrification of a few small sawrnills, but
has not yet afiected the large industries.

(iii) Large.sc_ale assessment p.roglammes carried out in the.last few
vear6 have indicated the presence of very large volumes of' 
Marri (Euc, calobhila\, oarticularlv in the far'South of the
forest area, Uttioitunatelv, this timber has less desirable
Droperties than the well-known Jarrah and Karri. Although
it ii considered a very valuable secondary species, it may be
some years before it is fully recognised.

(iv) The approachinq maturity of portions of the pine plantations
has provided i small volume of logs suitable for milling into
boar^ds in addition to the main use of thinnings fot case
rnakine. This production has been limited to weatherboards,
floorini and mouldines, and has permitted the building of a
few attiactive sample houses to demonstrate the use of local
pine which have ginerally been well received by the public.

(v) Felline control is attained by Working Pians and treemarking.
lmp6rt and export controls are exercised through policies of
the' Commonwealth Government, mther than those of the
State, but administered by the State.

(vi) Gradine rules applying to Westetn Australian timbers are
oubliJhed bv tire Stindards Association of Australia' No
irew publicaiiott has been made during the last f.ve years, but
sradins rules established in 1948 have been applied, par'
iic.rlarlv to sleepers and export timbers, but have not as yet
been put into substantial practice with timber for local con'
sumptron.
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CHAPTER V.

STAFF AND LABOUR OF THE FORESTS.

A. State and CommunaL Forcsts.

(i) Sr.rperior Staf (mainly University trained)-
(a) Forest
(b) Res"otch and other specialised services ..

(ii) Subordinate Forest Staff-
(a) Trained
(b) Untrained (Trainees)

(iii) Clerical

(iv) Other Miscellaneous Forest Stafl

Ovetseets

23
5

40

100
10

(v) Permanent Labour Fotce ., .. 423

Since 1950, the position with respect to superior - staff .has improVed
'"o"rid"."blv, b;t unfottunately the increase in numbers has not been

iiih"i""JG'f"tnt a[ requirements of expansion of forest projects' The

;;'d;;;;;'t" ;;;be is of trained personnel has becn assisted to a limired

J"et"a bi an increase in subordinate stalt, but therc remalns a pronounccd

sh6rtase'of trained foresters in Western Australia.

The permanent labour force has -been^short supplied dtling the p.ost'

*"t p"ii"i and for tlte greater part of thc five'yea.r period' Recent indica'

;i;;.';i-;;.;pt";-".,t 
-hu,," 

ioi."ut-"d the avail;bilitv of labour' Generallv

;;;;ki*; h";"'.;, the numbers of men employed have been sufficient tci

.i"o F8i..ov Works Programmes except in occasional seasonal activities,

such as pine Planting.
Over the five.year period, sawmilling in particular has suffered from a,

shortage and a migration of labour'

B. Priuate Forcsts.

No detailed information is held but employrnent unde! this category

l" "itt"uttv "ifa"" to the fact that there is praclically no private forest under

;;;;;;;.- Employmenr in the uti l isaiion of private forest is included

in the- fie,rtes fot Tubie 7 for the industry as a whole'

By Auihority : WLLIAM H. WYATI, Government prinrer




