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SECTION B

STRIP BURNING

1, Gereral

Most methoCs of contr.olled burning require .,str.ipping,'

to be doDe-
"str ipping" l 'efers to lhe l ighi iDg of roughly paral lel

Unes of nre oyer varying distances and at set spacings.

Ttre lines should normally be lines of spots. Con-
tinuous Ules of fire are often dangetous, damaging and
waateful of time and effort, and will only be used under
certain circumstances.

"Stripping" is normally carried out by two or more
men moying together in formation. The folmation will
be echelon or line abreast depending on the lighting
method adopted.

In the followiDg instructions .,close formatioD,' strip-
ping refers to the use of three (3) or mote men (in
echelon or line abreast) rrDning parallel lines of flre
and maintai4ing fult time contact with their neigh-
bours. Density of scrub and topography will govern
the dista4ce at which one man is visible from the uext
and able to maintain contact. This distance \rrill seldom
be more thatr five shains and oft€n will be less.

"Ope[ formation" .strippilg refer.s to the running of
single $trips on a wide spacing of betwee! approximately ,
8 and 15 cbains. Contact betweeD such widely spaced
lines cannot be maintained arld so, to avoid men work-
ing entirely alone, each of these strips will be run by
a pair of lighters Rorking in conlacr.
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(ii) The roads and tracks in the vicinity and where
they lead.

(iii) Associat€d features on plan-such as creeks.
ridges with steep slopes, swamps, burnt country,
etc.

(iv) Wind directioD and any likely change, tog€ther
with any likely change of plan to meet a change
of wind.

(v) Direction of strip lines, and whether for.mation
will be echelon or line ableast.

(vi) Spacing and placing of the men in the for.ma_
tion

( In close J ormation stripping, l1,e should, line
the nerl up in their corlect positiolls.)

and even number them if this is thought to
be necessary. IIe should arrange to place his
most capable and experienced man as a"marker', on oDe end of the fotmation. The
second most exper.ienced mau should be at the
other end with less expelienced employees in
the middle-

(vii) Action to be taken by individuals if they lose
contact with their neighbour ot: neighbours.

{. Maintai4ing Forrnation and Direction
(a) The overseer must be responsible for seeing that,

each man starts his line correcdy
(b) In close folmatioD stripping he must move vith

the men while they are lighting.
(He sh(tuld, not be using a torch hin:'setl__4rcept uhere

he is accompanied. b! or.lg ttt)o nefl-but should. concen-
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SECTION C "

SAFETY AIID SI]R,VTVAI, MEASIIRES
1. Personal Safety Measures

(a) Wear suitable ctothing_
Preferably wooUen garmeuts_tlever synthetics.
Long trousers (tucked into socks or gaiters),

sleeves rolled dowD aud shirt buttoned to i
the neck.

Strong; leather boots-never sandshoes or 
I

sandals.
Handketchief or dust mask to cover face and

mouth.
Protective helmet.
Carry matches-for lightirlg back burn if neces_

sary.
(b) Avoid danger areas-

Dense scrub thickets.
Steep slopes above fire,
Srramps,

(c) Develop observation to aid a, ..sense of direction.,,
Note landmarks, road$, tracks, creeks, rldges,

clearilgs, burDt country (i.e., .,safe
ground").

(d) Insist on prior instructioD!-
Know burtring dril, signals, rendezvous and

escape rroute6.
If you do Dot know how to ke€p a straight liDe

-ask for in_struc o!
(e) L€arn tecommended individual survival measures----see Section C 2.

l0
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SECTION C

SAFETY AND SURVTyAL MEASUBES
l. Personal Safety Meas[rcs

(a) Wear suitable clothing-
Preferably woollen garments-never synthetics.
Loug trousers (tucked into socks or gaiters),

sleeves rolled down and 6birt buttoned to
l,he neck.

strong leather boots-never sandshoes or 
'

sandal6.
gandketchief or dust mask to cover f&ce and

mouth.
Protectiye helmet.
Carry matches-for lighting back burn il neces-

sary.
(b) Avoid danger areas-

Dense sclub thickets.
Steep slopes above nre.
Swamps,

(c) Develop observation to aid a "s€nse of direction."
Note landmarks, toads, tracks, creek6, ridges,

clearilgs, bumt country (i.e., ,,safe
groutrd").

(d) I6ist on prior ins[ructions
Know burning driU, sigDals, rendezvous and

erscape rouf,es.
If you do not krrow how to keep a slraight line

-ask for instructioD
(e) L€arn recommended iDdividual survival measures

-see Section C 2.
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Select area not obstructed by dense growth, logs
or uneyen ground.

Select point rvhere flame front depth is at a
minimum.

Await, if possible, a lull in the fire when flame
height will bs reduced.

Take soDre deep breaths and move through as
quickly as possible on to burnt gaound.
Bend low before inhaling.

lrinally, to quote dir.ecily fr.om the C.S.I.R..O. publica_ !
tion "Bushfire 

Sense',:_
In most bushfire tiagedies the people are usually

dead or nearly dead befole the flames actually touch
them. By labora,tory and field neasurement and I'
flom the study of case histor.ies of people who hav€
either lost their lives or saved them when encom-
passed by fire, it is now abundan y clear that
radiated heat is the main peril leading to exhaus_
tion and collapse. Radiation causes heat stroke,
E'hich jr essentially a state of utter €:{haustion.
Shielding yourself from radiation and desisting from
any behaviour or activity such as fear, panic or
flight that saps your strength ar.e therefore vital.

Many of the rules for.salety and survival listed above
are based on these considerations_

3. First Aial for Burns
(a) Avoid handling the nfiected area rrrore than is

necessaly. See that your hands al.e a.s clean as possible.
, b r  Do  no t  app l y  l o t i ons  o f  any  k i nd -
(c) Do not r.emove burned cloihing and do not break

blisters.
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4. Vehicle Safeiy lueasures
Certain measures are necessar.y to safeguard vehicles

during controlled burning operatlols-
(a) Parked Vehicles-

More ofteE than not vehicles will be parked for
a greater part of the time and so should be:_

(i) Parked facing in such a way that they can
move directly out of th€ area on a known-
safe route.

(ii) Left with the ignition key iD the lock.
(iii) Parked on a cleared or previously burrlt

area.
(iv) Parked so that other vehicles may pass

easily and safely.
(v) If a ruan is left Fith the vehicle he shoul

know the oufline of the whole operation_
vhat oiher members of the gang are doing,
any rendezvous with the others, and any
communications schedutes.

(b) DfiDirlg through Fife and Snoke-
Should it become Decessary to drive through a

burning area or one heavily covered wiih smoke.
thc fol lowing should be obseryed:-

(i) Drive at a speed commensurate to safety.
( i i )  Keep cab.windows wound up.

(iii) Switch on lights and blov, horn occasionally.
(iv) Avoid having inflammable matelial exDosed

on the truck.
(v) If men are trayelliDg on the truck tray they

should have water available_either power€d
pumper and tank or knapsack sprays.
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