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By TED HILLIS, Chief Research Scientist, CSIRO 

THE number of countries currently importing 
forest products is increasing. 

For many countries forest products are the third most 
important commodity, and already their importation into the 
EEC is the second major cost item after petroleum products. 

H owever, the F .0.A. 
has estimated that the 
supplies will be unable 
to meet demands by the 
year 2000 if the present 
patterns of use con
tinue. 

Australia imports 
about one quarter of 
its needs, although 
with its land and 
climatic conditions it is 
in a position to expand 
forest products which 

When work 
becomes 

a pleasure 
NOBODY can question Ted Hillis' 

love or knowledge of his profession. 
He loves to talk ing of the te~hnology of 
about wood he· loves timber seasoning_. . 

'. For Ted Htlhs, the 
to prof!1ote it, and to Harvey Centre also pro
share his kn~wledge · · vides the opportunity to 
. and he 1s excited enhance Australia's 
about the future of the timber export reputation. 
forest r y-based in- He believes that we 
dustries in Australia, have a reputation 
and particularly WA. oversea_s of sometimes 

This was evident when 
the see:ni;•gly indefatiga
ble CSIRO scientist spent 
a week in WA recently at 
the invitation of CALM. 

A highlight of his visit 
was a tour of the Wood 
Utilization Research 
Centre at Harvey, where 
he raised questions and 
proposed responses to the 
Department 's activities 
and the industry's long
term outlook. 

productng products of 
variable quality and that 
we need to export high 
quality products con
sistently. 

The Research Centre 
has an invaluable role to 
play in gainng experience 
in converting a natural 
resource into high quality 
products . 

This particular l y 
applied to the regenerated 
forest wood that will be 
increasingly available to 
the market in the future . 

would help reduce the 
country's unfavourable 
trade deficit. 

Because of the high 
transport costs this 
would be most ef
fectively done by ex
porting value added 
products from our 
unique timber re
sources, ensuring in
creased production, im
proved management of 
natural forests and 
greater utilisation of 
the trees . 

F u rthermore, in
creased production of 
exotic pines will release 
native hardwoods for 
h igher value uses and 
reduce the demands on 
native forests for the 
production of wood. 

Recent developments 
of the forestry activi
ties of CALM will 
assist the more ef
fective ·e · ·f the 
State's rc:,~__,ur'-~->· 

The Wood Utiliza
tion Research Centre at 
Harvey is studying var
ious tech n iques to 
convert a· · 'Jgs of 
jarrah, "a1 .. , and 
marri into timber suit
ab le for furniture 
manufacture and other 
uses for which the logs 
a re currently not being 
used. 

The removal of 
selected logs will ena
ble the remaining trees 
to grow more rapidly 
into more suitab le 
sawlogs. 

• Fire Management 
CSIRO SCIENTIST 

• 

By Lachlan McCaw ASSISTS 
FIRE research activities within CALM 

are being reviewed with the assistance of 

• 

Dr Malcolm Gill, a fire researcher with RESEARCH 
CS~~~iil is a P rincipa l Research Scientist with 
the Division of Pla nt Industry in Canberra. wheat belt reserves ar- L1· brary 

ound Narrogin. 

H is considerable re- Dr Gil\ will make Discussions were also s • 
search experience spans three se1 1t sits to held with staff from erv1ces 
the behaviour and ef- WA in 111s ruie as a P rotection, Research . 
fects of fire in a range consultant to the De- and Planning and Op- CALM'S library is 
Of ecosyst_ems through- erations branches. located a t the WA partment. D Gil -11 - W il d li f.: Centre a t 
out Australia. During h is first visit r I wi return in Woodvale. 

The primary purpose from August 5-9, Dr mid September for Starr library services 
of the review is to Gill met ti 1e Dir- further meetings with include the supply of 
summarise the avail- ectors ,111d 0eneral CALM staff, as well as information on a widP 
able information on Manager, Roger Un- scientists from CSlRO variety of subjects, , 
fire in W .A . and re- derwood, to discuss the and tertiary institutes ther through photo -
commend areas where current policies which with an interest in fire copying or requested 
further research should govern fire manage- research. articles, loan or articles, 
be directed. ment on CALM lands. Recommendat ions circulation of journals, 

f th · ·11 b or computer on-line lit-
Fire management is He inspected current rom e review wi e erature searches. 

a key issue on most of operations and re- presented to a panel Photocopy requ est 
the land administered search programmes in for discussion during a forms are available from 
by CALM and a review the southern forests subsequent visit, and a the library. 
of this type will assist near Manjimup, and final report for im- The inter-library loan 
in efficient a llocation examined aspects of plementation is expect- service is available if 
of research efforts. fire management in ed by the end of the ma te ria l cannot be 

year. I o c a t e d f r o m t h e 

In particular, he men
tioned the experimental 
nature of the centre, the 
management techniques 
employed in the re
generation forests, the 
need to improve Austral
ia's export quality, and 
the auctioning of quality 
wood. 

Management of this 
new resource would 
enhance the long-term 
viability of the industry, 
but it must be developed 
to maintain a profit over 
a 20 or 30 year period. 

--------------------------- library's own collection. 

Undeniably impressed 
by what he saw at 
Harvey, Dr Hillis main
tained a practical outlook 
to the research being 
undertaken. 

He sees an ideal oppor
tunity for both the De
partment and industry to 
train operators to use the 
experimental sawbench 
installed at the Research 
Centre. 

He believes that while 
the skills of some opera
tors do not match the 
technology available, they 
can bridge the gap, and 
even go further by gain
ing a broad understand-

And as time passed, 
management priorities 
must be updated to con
tinually provide financial 
security for the industry. 

He cited the short-term 
outlook of some com
panies in the Eastern 
States where three years 
ago many were operating 
in extremely tight finan
cial conditions. 

While there had been a 
turn around in the de
mand for timber, long
term planning was essen
tial. 

Dr Hillis sees one way 
of ensuring the industry's 
viability is the auctioning 
off of high quality timber 
- a practi s e used 
overseas. 

FRIENDLY 
RE-UNION 

THERE is always time 
to see old friends. 

Judymae Jackson hor
ticultura l tradesperson 
from the Karratha nur
sery recently jetted into 
Perth for a week of 
sightseeing and tours -
the prize she won for 
being judged one of the 
State's top 20 apprentices. 

Here she is seen with 
(f r o m l eft) Wa ll y 
Edgecombe, District For
ester at Karratha; J ames 
Haynes, also from Kar
ratha, now at Bentley in 
the first year hort icultural 
group; and Pat Ryan her 
former trainer in Kar
ratha. 

GEP TREE 
THE Commonwealth 

D e partme n t of Arts, 
Her:itage and Environment 
is sponsoring a CEP pro
ject to plant trees in the 
Wellington Dam catchment 
area. 

The system has some "minor" 
faults, such as having to antici
pate eight days "hours" and 
computer bugs which insist that 
three employees had a wages rate 
of $555 a year instead of $555 a 
fortnight . 

. . 

PROJECT 
· RIGHT ON 
SCHEDULE 

The project is being managed 
by Greening Australia (W.A.) in 
conjunction with CALM's Collie 
office. 

Twenty-three people are cur
rently employed on the project. 

As the Commonwealth Gov
ernment is the employer of the· 
staff, wages are paid from Can
h f'rr;:i 

To date, the team has bought 
and planted about 70,000 trees at 
about half the price paid for 
p lants for two similar projects in 
the Eastern States. 

This speaks volumes for the 
organisational ability of the 
project manager James Arthur 
(ca ll me Bill) Smith, and his 
assistant Clem Elias. 

Mark Thomas from Arts, 
Heritage a nd Environment, and 
Greg Little of the CEP director
ate paid a visit to t he project in 
July to see if the performance 
was as impressive as the progress 
reports, seeing that the group 
only started work towards the 
end of May. 

A tour of the planting areas 
convinced them that our deeds 
matched our words, and a touch 
of W.A. hospitality soon had 
them in a good frame of mind. 

Just to extend their experience 
in W .A . they booked in at the· 

However, computer 
on-line searches are 
available to professional 
research staff only un
less approval is given by 
the officer-in-charge. 

The library uses the 
Dialog network which 
enables a wide variety of 
databases to be searched 
on request. 

These include CAB 
Abstracts, Biosis and 
Enviroline. 

Compute r req uest 
forms need to be filled 
in. These are available 
from the library. . 

A journal list is cur
rently being compile 
together with an ac- _ 
cessions list. 

The library is open 
from 8.15 to 4.30 daily, 
and staff can be con
tacted on (09) 4051555. 

Lighthouse Inn and examined 
the Bun bury night life . 

Now, contrary to what you 
may think, they have gone home 
with glowing reports of Bunbury 
being a "jumping town" that 
sports topless barmaids and a 
Chinese restaurant where they 
serve up a mountain of King 
Prawns that cost far less than an 
arm or leg. 

The tree planting project has 
some months to run, and a 
return trip has been promised to 
monitor the further progress of 
tree planting a nd Bunbury -
VIC COOMBES 




