
From my 
Desk· UIDDLt.K r'Ur'ULA I IUN 

AS THI•: rirst policy director to he invited to prepaie 
his chapter for this section or CALM News, I have the 
advantage or there being no precedent against which to 
measure my el'l'orts, and the disadvantage of not being 
sure how to approach the task. 

The Director of l<'orests, the first in the history of 
Western Australia, follows a long line of Conservators 
of l<'orcsts, the most recent incumbent being Bruce 
Beggs, now Chairman of the Lands and Forest Com
mission. 

The role of the Director, is however, vastly differ
rent from that of Conservator, principally in that there 
is no direct link with operations and administration in 
the field. 

Along with the Director of National Parks and Direc
tor of Nature Conservation, the Director of Forests' 
primary concerns arc those of policy. 

The Policy Directorate includes the Director of 
Research and Planning, The General Manager and the 
1<:xecu live Director. 

It meets on a regular basis, usually twice each month, 
mainly to thrash out ideas on policy development. 

From a personal viewpoint, the position of the Direc
tor is as challenging as it is new. 

As some staff will know, my involvement as a fore
ster with the wood-using industry virtually ceased with 
the creation of Extension Branch in 1973 and recom
menced in a minor way in 1983. 

A large part, probably more than 60 percent of my 
present job, is concerned with wood production. 

I had lost touch with many of the timber companies 
and their personnel didn't know me, so both parties 
are at the start of a new learning curve. 

I have a great advantage over Barry Wilson and Chris 
Haynes in having access to experienced staff at all lev
els in the forestry operations of CALM, many of whom 
I have known and worked with for 30 years. 

Barry and Chris have a different range of contacts 
and have spent a lot of time getting to know who is wh<i, 
and what is what. 

Within the Directorate, there is also a learning process 
taking place. 

The group dynamics are slowly developing as the 
Directors, Managers and Executive Director get to know 
each others' modus operandi. 

Even though the ex-Forests Department group have 
known each other for a number of years, they arc 
negotiating from a new stand point and in a new ad
ministrative environment. 

I like to think that the group is shaping up pretty well, 
and that, in policy making in particular, we arc begin
ning to make some real progress. 

Time will tell, and possibly so will Barry and Chris 
when they get the opportunity to contribute from their 
desks. 

A Happy and Propserous New Year. to you all. 
PETER HEWETT - DIRECTOR OF FORESTS 

RARE FIND 
By PHIL FULLER and ANDREW 

BURBIDGE 
A JOINT CALM Wildlife Research, 

Planning and Wild I if e Protection team had 
no idea they would find something as in
teresting as a Dibbler population while col
lecting information for a technical report 
and management plan on the islands be
tween Lancelin and Dongara. 

On October 31 , while on Iiams, Georr Hanley and 
the 25ha Boullanger Island, Don Noble . 
about I km olT Island Point This lime we had 158 El
al Jurien Bay, Phil fuller lioll traps, some sen t down 
saw tracks in sand which rrom the Karratha office 
were larger than the small and some lent by the W .A. 
dunnarts and house mice Museum. 
known to be on the island. We also sci rive pit-rcncc 

The tracks were still visi- traplincs. 
ble shortly afterwards The next day most or the • 
when he returned to the site team had work to do on is
with other staff but soon lands near Cervantes so 
disappeared; they had only Andrew Burbidge travell
been visible because of ed lo Boullanger Island on 
overnight dew fall. his own, courtesy or the 

A month later we Fisheries Department. 
returned to Boullanger ls
land with 18 Ellioll mam
mal traps (all that could be -
located at the Wild Ii re 
Research Centre al the 
time) and these were set on 
December 3 . 

The next morning Greg 
Keighery and Phil checked 
some of the traps while Sue 
Moore and Andrew Wil
liams checked the res I. 

The first two traps had 
captured house mice but 
the third had a larger 
animal in ii. 

It took them a few mo
ments lo realise that it was 
a Dibbler (Paranlechinus 
apicalis) since no-one had 
expected anything so 
interesting. 

On December 10 we 
returned 10 the island with 
Sue Moore, Andrew Wit-

The catch ror the day 
was an amazing 89 House 
Mice, rive dunnarts (Smin
t hopsis sp. probably 
griseoven/er) and 15 
Oibblers . 

Over the next two nights 
we caught a rurther 18 Dib
blers, plus two recaptures. 

Twelve or these were on 
Whitlock Island (5.4ha) 
which is joined lo Boul
langer by a sand bar al very 
low tides. 

We also trapped on 
Favourite Island (3 .0ha) 
and Escape Island (IO.Sha) 
but did not catch anything 
there although small mam-

Facelift for the 
Bibbulum Track 

The Bibbulmun Track is 
well known to many 
Western Australians and, 
indeed, to many people 
outside the State and Aus
tralia. 

The concept of a long distance 
walking track in WA forests was sug
gested in July 1972. 

Initially, the planning was for a 
track from Lancelin to Albany, but 
this was found to be impracticable. 

Most of the early planning was 
done by the former head of the In
formation Branch, Peter Hewell. 
Peter coordinated the efforts of 
many State Forest districts to have 
a marked track in the field by March 
1973 . 

The original track, some 500k in 
length, stretched from Kalamunda to 
the Boora fire lookout tree . 

Recently the track was extended 
50km to reach the old Shannon 
townsite . 

The track passes through some or . 
the most beautiful landscapes in the 
South West. 

It also takes bushwalkers through 
areas cleared for mining and where 
other management issues have result
ed in sections aligned along bitumen 
roads. 

(In a recent survey of bushwalk
ers along the Bibbulmun Track, it 
was called the "Bitumen Track" by 
someone who just completed a sec
tion of the track along Nettleton 
Road, Jarrahdale. 

The idea for the track's name 
came from Len Talbot, now at Mun
daring. 

Bibbulmun was the name of the 
now extinct Aboriginal group that 
inhabited the South Western corner 
of the State . 

Although the Bibbulmun people 
didn't necessarily use any of the 
tracks which now make up the Bib
bulmun Track, the track has been 
named in recognition or their impor
tance in the heritage or the South 
West. 

Changes in the original I rack due 
to activities such as mining and road 
construction, led to the production 
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By officers from the 
Recreation and 
Landscape Branch 
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The track will avoid areas where 

bushwalking conflicts with other 
land management strategies, which 
means much of the track must be 
realigned . 

The new track will have a number 
of campsites within a day's walk of 
each other and the entire track will 
be described in a new-look 
guidebook. 

In 1981 the estimated annual use 
was 5000 people. 

A recent survey has shown that 
only about five percent or bush walk
ers walk for a period longer than one 
week or complete the whole distance. 

Most people seem to·spend one to 
two days trekking. 

Ten to 20-year-olds appear to be 
the largest group of track walkers , 
accounting for nearly 50 per cent of 
all walkers. 

Many of these bushwalkers seem 
to fit into the "press-gang" category 
of school groups. 

We found gauging the most popu
lar sections of the track a little 
di fficull. 

Some recreational officers have 
been "over zealous" in distributing 
and collecting survey questionnaires 
from bushwalkers along the track in 
their districts, which inflated the 
values of use in some areas. 

We have determined that circuit 
routes are popular and perhaps more 
are required. 

At present there are seven circuit 
routes ranging in length from 9 to 
"'7()1.,.m 

Most of the walkers surveyed 
(almost 80 per cent) liked to camp in 
the forest while the remainder liked 
to stay in youth hostels, caravan 
parks or with friends . · 

Along the new alignment, within 
a day's walk of each other, "primi
tive" campsites will be constructed . 

Leaving Kalamunda, the new Bib
bulmun alignment will be unaltered 
until Mt Gungin Fire Tower where 
the track heads east and into disease 
risk area (ORA). 

ORA is less disturbed by dieback, 
dam and road construction, mining 
and logging, in contrast to areas or 
State forest further to the west. 

Where the track is likely to be dis
turbed by future operations such as 
logging, buffers will be placed either 
side of the track to minimise the 
visual impact as well as keeping 
bushwalkers' safety in mind. 

Quarantine procedures will pro
vide us with the better grounds for 
excluding trail bikes and horses from 
the track. 

Water is ol"ten a problem to the 
bushwalker - especially in the 
northern areas, with creeks drying up 
in summer. 

Campsites would hopefully be 
placed close to water without being 
too close to have any bad effects on 
water quality . 

Another area or interest is th e 
proposal lo construct underground 
caches or stores where bushwalkers 
can stow supplies in advance when 
making long journeys. 

As with so n1any of CALM's ac
tivities, dieback plays an important 
part in the planning. 

There is, within the forest , areas 
or rare and endangered vegetation 
that are at risk of being exterminat
ed by the in-troduction or 
Phytophthora. 

Evidence rrom Mount Cook in the 
Monadnocks Reserve indicates the 
potential for bush walking to spread 
the fungus. 

The new alignment will sacrifice 
the scenic beauty or ridge walking in 
order lo minimise the spread of 
Phytophthora. 

"Hygenic" routes lo spectacular 
views will be considered if available. 

This female Dibbler was the cause of much excitement when it 
was captured on Baul/anger Island in Jurien Bay. The Dibb/er's 
presence was unexpected, but welcome, news to CALM's 
wildlife researchers because its isolated island habitat improves 
its chances of conservation. Photograph by Babs and Bert 

Wells. 

mat tracks about the size or 
a mouse were seen on Es
cape Island. 

The discovery or the 
Dibblcr on Boullangcr and 
Whitlock Islands is great 
news for its long-term con
servation. 

Millstream Check 
The Millstream aquil"er will continue to he the major 

water source l"or developing towns in the Roebourne 
Shire in the Pilhara, despite the construction of the 
Harding Dam. 

Historically many 
medium-sii.cd mammals 
have declined on the Aus
tralian mainland and some 
species survive today only 
on islands. 

The Millstream aquil'cr is also the lil"cblood of a 
unic1ue aquatic environment adjacent to the Fortes
cue River in the Millstream/Chichester National Park. 

Any reduction in the aquifer level by pumping has 
a corresponding effect in the amount of water which 
seeps into the Park. 

Ir the .I uricn Bay Islands 
arc managed to prevent en
vironmental problems like 
the introduction or cats or 
rats, the survival 01· the 
Dibblcr seems assured. 

National Park Rangers measure any changes on a 
weekly basis within the Park boundaries. II" a deteri
oration in spring nows or vegetative health is appar
ent, a rec1uest is made to W.A. Water Authority for 
an increase in supplementation pumping from specially 
made bores. 

ANDREW HUNTER, /eji, and Sean Haze/den saw a pine tree 
as part of the cadet selection course. Both were offered a CALM 

cadetship. 

CADET SELECTION 
CALM FIELD officer work is so 

varied and demanding that ii is not 
easy to find people capable of han
dling all its different aspects. 

To help identify those people, CALM 
puts potential field officer cadets through 
a week of practical work . 

:fhe cadet selection course, run al the 
Field Cadet School in Dwellingup, was 
completed recently by 32 short-listed can
didates . Twelve were chosen as cadets in 
CALM's two-year training course. 

The course participants were chosen 
from 180 applicants . · 

The CALM selection course is one or 
the few such courses in the Slate, i r 1101 
in Australia, according to frank Prid
ham, regional forester, training. 

In one week, the candidates we_re put 
through a rigorous routine including 
select-ing, pruning and thinning pines and 
attending lectures on material they were 
afterwards tested on. 

frank stressed that the pine operation 
was not an end in itsclr, but rather ave
hicle to help identify the best cadet 
material. 

"While here, they had to get up early, 
do their required duties, work in lhe 
bush and live in these conditions," 
Frank said. 

"Ir', 1101 i11st a wav for the Oenar1111e111 

to choose the best cadets, however. 
"II also enables the candidates to de

termine ii' !hey like doing this sort of 
work." 

The practical work focuses on forestry 
because the school has traditionally been 
the training grounds for forestry cadets 
and has access to pine plots . 

But with the amalgamation, moves are 
being made to broaden the training or 
cadets to include wildlife and national 
park field officer duties . 

"We're looking ahead to producing 
field officers with a good solid conserva
tion and land management base," Frank 
said. 

"When a cadet finishes training , he or 
she will be a technician, a supervisor and 
a junior manager.''. 

The selectio n course focuses not only 
on ability 10 do specific tasks, but the 
ability to work with other people, to fol
low directions and to enjoy the work. 

frank helped develop the cadet selec
tion course when it became obvious that 
the standard interview process would not 
identil'y the person with the best qualifi
cations for the field officer cadetship . 

"We use selection by performance us
ing job-related tasks 10 establish certain 
criteria which we think are basic attrib
utes or our start"." Frank exnlained. 




