
ASSISTANT District Manager Roger "Duck" Hearn (left) was transferred recently 
from Dwellingup District to Mundaring. Roger is pictured discussing his future 

prospects with District Manager Kevin Vear at his send-off. 

State-Federal initiatives 
THE Federal and State Governments 

have announced that formal agreement has 
been reached between their governments 
for the joint declaration later this year of 
the Ningaloo Marine Park off Western 
Australia's North-West coast. 

The park will encompass 
the outstanding reef be
tween North-West Cape 
and Amherst Point and ex
tend 10 nautical miles out 
to sea . 

The park will be declared 
under both Common
wealth and State legislation 
because Commonwealth 
and State waters are in
cluded . 

However, the park will 
oe managed by CALM. 

The Park contains rich 
and diverse coral reef fau 
na and flora and has out-
standing 
values . 

conservation 

It also offers exception-

al recreational opportu-
nities. 

Funds totalling about 
.$ I .2 million would be 
provided by the two 
governments under the bi
centennial commemorative 
projects programme to 
develop interpretation and 
information facilities in the 
park. 

An advisory committee 
appointed last year 

'by the State Government is 
overseeing the production 
of a management plan for 
the park in consultation 
with the Exmouth and Car
narvon Shire Councils. 

The target date for 
declaration of the park is 
November, 1986. 

THE "Big Bad Wolf" (alias Frank Quicke) 
doesn't appear too aggressive as he con
fronts Pig No 2 (alias Colleen Clements) 

in her house of sticks. 

on Ningaloo 
Marine Park 
MOO RADUNG PLAN 

A MANAGEMENT Plan has been approved for the 
Mooradung Nature Reserve, about 12km south-east 
of Boddington, near the eastern edge of the Darling 
Range. 

Despite being small in size, covering an area of 
about 630ha, the reserve is important because of its 
location and the diversity of wildlife it contains. 

The plan covers a range of flora and fauna, provid
ing a sample of wildlife between the forested Darling 
Range, and woodlands in the lower rainfall areas to 
the east. 

The greater part of the reserve comprises upland 
country and its associated gravel soils. 

Flora and fauna recorded in the reserve include spe
cies gazetted as rare and endangered, or being region
ally uncommon. 

The management plan is designed to maintain the 
wildlife conservation values of the Reserve, and its 
management is compatible with the adjoining 
farmland. 

N.W. visit 
CHRIS HA YNES, 
Director of Nation
al Parks (left) and 
Ranger Dave Milne 
inspect the Fortes
cue River at Mill
stream. 

The fact that the 
river was flowing 
at the time of year 
was significant. 

A good flow from 
time to time is essen
tial to recharge the 
Millstream aquifer, 
from which water is 
pumped to Pilbara 
townsites, and to 
maintain the beauti
ful Millstream oasis. 

BUNBURY CAPTURES 
FESTIVE SPIRIT 

BUNBURY held its Christmas function at Region
al Headquarters on December 20. 

Apart from an impromptu get-together of some 
of the office's musical talent - with mixed results, 
staff volunteers participated in two unrehearsed 
skits. 

They were from Roald Dahls' "Revolting 
Rhymes". 

The presentation of "Little Red Riding Hood" 
and "The Three Little Pigs" had the audience in 
fits of laughter. 

Special praise goes to Sharon Sanderson for 
producing the very fitting masks and costumes. 

NB all Regional and District staff: Send your 
news and photographs in each month to keep the 
rest of the staff informed of your activities. 

uryanaa, reru~ ~urvey . .. 

INCREASE IN 
MAMMALS 

ENCOURAGING 
By GRANT WARDELL-JOHNSON 

THE NUMBER of Woylies and some other mam
mals in the Dryandra and Perup State forests has 
increased over the past few years. 

This was indicated by a 
survey completed recently 
by Manjimup research 
staff. 

In June, 1984, a three
week field survey was car
ried out to investigate the 
role of fire in the main
tenance of ecological 
processes in the Dryandra 
forest. 

Because fire is the chief 
means of environmental 
manipulation available to 
the manager of a fire-prone 
environment, the survey 
was designed to provide in
formation to managers and 
enable the production of a 
detailed management plan. 

The survey revealed that 
fire originating from Dry
andra forest has not posed 
a threat to surrounding 
farmers in the past. 

Low fuel loadings and 
accumulation rates and the 
distribution and structure 
of fuels confirms that fire 
control criteria are con
siderab I y different in 
Dryandra than in the 
jarrah and karri forest, 
but there is still the need 
to prevent wildfires. 

The very slow response 
of rootstock species, the 
poor crown recovery of 
trees, the high proportion 
of fire sensitive species 
and the slow rates of 
ground litter accumula
tion suggest the relative 
infrequency of fire in this 
environment. 

Hence, frequent fires 
have serious implications 
for some important vege
tation associations in 
Dryandra. 

Many rare species of 
marsupials depend on the 
variety and pattern in the 
vegetation of Dryandra 
forest. 

In the survey, trapping 
was carried out to obtain 
species lists and relative 
abundances of some spec
ies in different vegetation 
types. 

The Woylie is readily 
trapped in those areas 
where it occurs at any time 
of the year, so the survey 
team was able to compare 
trapping success with other 
years, seasons and areas 
for this species. 

Previous trapping rev
ealed low numbers of 
Woylies in Dryandra. 

Trapping rates of only 
2.8 percent were obtained 
in Dryandra in 1971-72 and 
no animals were caught 

during 158 trap nights in 
1975. 

The recent survey had 
relatively high capture rates 
of 9.7 percent, with a 15.3 
percent rate in lateritic up
land areas. 

Woylies have been 
trapped regularly since 
1972 in the Perup forest, 
40km east of Manjimup. 

Populations have been 
increasing since 1977 and 
are now at a relatively high 
level. 

The periods of low and 
high numbers in the Perup 
correspond wi th previous 
low and high captures in 
Dryandra. 

Other species in the 
Perup are currently higher 
than in previous years and 
when the poulation of one 
species is high, many others 
may also be high. 

During the survey at 
Dryandra, high capture 
rates of several species were 
experienced: 30 Phas
cogales (Phascogale 
calura), 25 Mardos (An
techinus flavipes) and 4 
Brush-tailed Possums 
(Trichosurus vulpecula). 

The high rates for sever
a l species not usually 
caught in large numbers in 
Perup should not lead us to 
complacency. 

If populations have been 
low at one time, t~y can 
be low again. 

There is much less flexi
bility in management when 
animals are at low popu
lation densities . 

If populations of these 
species change, it is impor
tant to know at what level 
populations exist when car
rying out management 
operations that are likely to 
affect them. 

Monitoring of popula
tions through trapping will, 
therefore, become an im
portant responsibility for a 
manager. 

Specialist branches 
would assist with estab
lishing the operation and 

with interpreting the data. 
Regular monitoring and 

a historical perspective will 
provide a valuable insight 
into the state of environ
mental health of the 
forest. 

It also improves the 
managers' knowledge and 
understanding of the ecol
ogy of their forest. 

CRICKET 
VICTORY 

ON April 6, CALM 
Collie was challenged 
by Greening Australia 
to a limited overs 
cricket match. 

CALM won the toss 
and sent the Greenies 
into bat and struggled 
hard to dismiss the 
opening pair. 

Once this was achie
ved wickets tumbled 
regularly and the 
Greenies were all out for 
107. 

The best contributors 
for the Greenies was 
their skipper John 
Hughes who made 29 
and wides 25. 

CALM's innings 
started well with an 
opening partnership of 
21. 

From this point on 
the batsmen took com
plete control and a top 
score of 40 by John 
McKenzie Snr. was fol
lowed by Mark Humble 
on 32, Charlie Chapman 
on 29, Peter Conlan on 
24, with all others get
ting reasonable scores . 

CALM was dismissed 
for 197. 

A great day was had 
by all and as usual the 
victory keg followed 
which was most en
joyable after a long day 
in the field. 

SWDA tours forest 
THE South West Development Authority advisory 

committee was taken on a familiarisation tour of the karri 
forest and an inspection of bush and mill operations by 
the Forest Products Association this month. 

SWDA advisory committee chairman John Mumme 
said he was satisfied that all the community 's interests 
were catered for in the forests of the South West. 

Mr Mumme said the tour was most worthwhile as it 
placed the advisory committee members in a better posi
tion to give first hand advice on timber industry matters. 

LOCAL musical talent (from left) Alf Lorkiewicz, Frank Quicke, 
Alf's wife Beth, and Graham Ellis-Smith get into the swing of 

the festive season. 
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