
.. -· 
From my 

Desk· 
BAD PRESS 

IT IS inevitable, and I believe desirable, that CALM 
receives its share of media coverage. 

After all we are managing public land, and one of 
.., the major sources of information for the public is the 

media. 
Inevitably CALM will receive 'bad press'. 
Sometimes it will be justified, but often it will be 

unfair. 
During the last few weeks there have been numer

ous articles. and letters to the editor in State or local 
newspapers which have been less than kind. 

I am aware that unfair criticism does affect staff 
morale, but there is no way we can stop it from being 
published. 

Wherever posslble we have responded, but often the 
response is not published. 

In some cases we have not responded because to do 
so would only give further publicity to the critics and 
their cause. 

However, we can ensure that the public knows of 
the initiatives we are undertaking. 

We have issued, and have had published, many press 
releases and over the next 12 months we will be even 
more active. 

We are also looking at a whole range of different 
methods of communicating our work to the public. 

But no matter what we do, we will always get some 
bad press and the only solution is to 'cultivate a tough 
hide'. 

FIRE EMERGENCY 
Few people realised how serious the fire situation 

was during the last heatwave. 

CALM forces were stretched to the limit and we 
would have had difficulty handling another fire. 

This was the first test of the new Department in a 
fire emergency situation and my assessment, and that 
of many outside observers, was that we passed it ex
tremely well. 

TRAINEESHIPS 

The CALM Traineeship scheme was officially 
launched last month at Bun bury. 

Our scheme is one of the first to be launched in Aus
tralia and considerable credit goes to all those who 
helped draw up the programme. 

I believe it is an excellent scheme which will benefit 
the Department and the trainees. 

Everybody knows what it is like to turn up on your 
first job, so I hope that if the opportunity arises you 
help the trainees adjust to their new positions. 

SYD SHEA 
Executive Director 

Queensland, and the north
eastern coast of Arnhem Land. 
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THE ROYAL Australasian 
Ornithologists' Union, World 
Wildlife Fund and Earthwatch 
are organising expeditions to the 
northern coast of Australia to 
study wetlands and migratory 
waders, and they're inviting in
terested people to take part. 

The North West is the most im
portant area of wader habitat in 
the country and about half of 
Australia's waders either pass 
through or stay in the Broome to 
Port Hedland area. 

The expedition to the north of 
W.A. will be held between April 
11-26, 1986, and August 15 to 
September 14, 1986. 

The April expedition will con
tinue work begun in 1985 looking 
at the northward departure of 
waders from the area . 

In August-September, the ar
rival of migratory waders will be 
studied in detail through count
ing, banding and colour dyeing 
waders and watching them on 
radar . 

search for Red Knots dyed a few 
weeks earlier in the North West, 
which will help determine the ar
rival time of different species and 
the extent of migratory passage 
through the area. 

The visit to Arnhem Land, Oc
tober 13-25, will be the northern
most survey of waders in 
Australia and the RAOU hopes 
some interesting information will 
be gathered. 

For more information on cost 
of travel, accommodation and 
food , contact : Wader Expedition 
Coordinator, c/o RAOU, 21 
Gladstone St., Moonee Ponds. 
3039, Victoria, or telephone (03) 
370 1272. 

NORTH WEST 
There are two other areas of 

northern Australia that hold large 
numbers of waders: the south
eastern corner of the Gulf of Car
pentaria, near Normanton in 

The expedition to Queensland, 
September 14-27, will monitor a 
selection of good roost sites and 

BANKSIA ATLAS PROJECT 

Appeal to record 
A THREE-YEAR nationwide sur

vey of Banksias is in its last eight 
months of recording. 
"The Banksia Atlas," 

funded jointly by CALM 
and the Australian Biolog
ical Reso urces Study 
(ABRS) is the first 
Australia-wide plant map
ping project to rely on 
volunteers as recorders. 

The project is coordinat
ed by Anne Taylor from 
the Wildlife Research 
Centre. 

Pleased with the res
ponse to date, Anne is urg
ing all banksia recorders to 
submit thei r final efforts. 

"In WA we have alreayd 
discovered two new bank
sia species and have estab
lished considerable range 
extensions for other spe
cies, " Anne said. 

"Some parts of WA, for 
example Albany to Cheyne 
Beach on the Lower Mur
chison River, have been 
well covered, but there are 

still large areas which are 
poorly covered. " 

Those areas are listed be
low and Anne said she 
would be delighted to hear 
from any CALM em
ployees who live or work in 
the area and could fit in a 
spot of banksia recording . 

"I am particularly hope
ful that rangers and wild
life officers with know
ledge of particular nation
al parks and nature re
~erves will contribute infor
mation about the banksias 
growing in such areas -
information which they 
may have already, but 
which has not yet been in 
cluded on the Banksia At
las files," she said . 

In the first 15 months of 
recording, Anne received 
more than 5000 record 
sheets. 

The data is stored on 
_computer and distribution 

last areas 
maps and can be rapidly 
produced using the 
'FLORA-PLOT' program
me in use at the Wildlife 
Research Centre. 

The latest maps have 
been published under the 
ti tle "Banksia Atlas In
terim Maps II" and anyone 
wishing a copy should con
tact Anne at the Wildlife 
Research Centre, P .O. Box 
51 , Wanneroo, 6065, tel. 
(09) 405 1555. 

Volunteer recording kits 
are also available as are the 
four newsletters document
ing the progress of the 

project to date . 

Poorly covered areas in 
W .A.: - Arrowsmith Lake 
- Arrowsmith Lake north 
to Kalbarri including Ger
aldton area - North of Kal
barri National Park - Coast 
between Arrowsmith Lake 
and Jur ien Bay - Coast be
tween Cervantes and Sea
bird - Nambung N .P . and 
inland to Moora - Bulls
brook to Moora and east
wards - East and south east 
of York and Northam e.g. 
Quairading and Kellerber
rin - Between Mandurah, 
Bun bury, Beverley and 
Wagin - Busselton south to 
Blackwood River and east 

to Boyup Brook - Augusta 
to Windy Harbour - Au
gusta to Manjimup -
Northcliffe to Cranbrook 
and Mt Barker - Boyup 
Brook through Kojonup 
and Broomehill to Jer
ramungup, north as far as 
Woodanilling and Pin
grup, south as far as Cran
brook - Fitzgerald River 
N.P. westwards of 
Hamersley River - Between 
Frank Hann N.P ., Hyden, 
Corrigin and Tarin Rock -
North eastwards from 
Hyden - Between Mung
linup Beach and Esperance 
- Cape Arid N.P . except 
for Mt Ragged. 

PUBLIC ENQUIRIES 
ABOUT 'CANKER' John said he "really 

loved the life, enjoyed ev
ery minute of following the 
seasons and the tourists as 
a mobile ranger with 
CALM. 

"CANKER" is the term commonly used for dead areas of bark 
on twigs, branches and trunks of trees. 

Caused by fungi or bac
teria, cankers are charac
terised by sunken areas of 
bark, splits and kino exu
dation (a red gum-like sub
stance). 

Research Branch has 
received many inquiries re
cently about what could be 
canker diseases of wandoo 
and marri. 

Some cankers develop 
slowly over many years, 
although the fungi which 
cause them are usually only 
active intermittently - the 
fungi take a fresh bite of 
the tree perhaps once a 
year. 

The cankers eventually 
girdle the branches or 
stems and the damage is 
evident once the leaves of 
the gridled branches turn 
brown. 

The eucalypts produce 
kino, a dark red substance 
often seen bleeding down 
their bark, when they are 
injured or attacked by in
iects or fungi. 

Kino is a soup of poly-

By JOANNA TIPPETT 

phenols with some antibi
otic properties. 

Maiden.'s "The Useful 
Plants of Australia", first 
published in 1889, gives 
recipes for mixing kino 
with distilled water for use 
in the treatment of diarrhea 
and nose bleeds. 

A cross section of a 
perennial canker often will 
reveal kino veins, showing" 
that the tree has reacted 
each year to the fungal 
attack. 

Unfortunately, kino 
veins are one of the worst 
wood defects in eucalypts. 

Marri is one of the most 
sensitive species to kino 
production. 

Marri timber is of good 
quality when free of veins, 
but this is relatively rare. 

The extent of the canker 
problem is yet to be as
sessed but it is unfortunate 
if we have fungi as well as 
borers increasing the inci
dence of kino veins. 

.. 

A typical canker on a 
tree near Manjimup. 

WA's kangaroo quota 
The Federal 

Minister for Arts, 
Heritage and Environ
ment, Barry Cohen, 
announced the 1986 
kangaroo quotas on 
January 22. 

For WA, they are: 
" .................. ,... 1 

garoos, 50,000 
Western Grey Kan
garoos and 10,000 
Euros. 

The quota for the 
Western Grey Kan
garoo and the Euro re
mained unchanged 

The quota for the 
Red Kangaroo in
creases by 20,000, in 
accordance with the 
recommendations of 
the WA Kangaroo 
Management Advisory 
Committee. 
- KEIRAN 

John Savory 

WILDLIFE officers Matthew Warnock, left, and Russell 
Gueho with a truck-load of Verticordia brownii which was 

i11egally gathered from a roadside reserve. 

Illegal activities 
THE few weeks before Christmas 

were hectic for Wildlife Officers in 
W.A. with people being charged for 
the illegal possession of both flora 
and fauna. 

In one case, Doug Coughran and Mike 
Mahoney followed up a news
paper advertisement offering pink and 
grey galahs for sale. 

Their investigation revealed that three
week-old birds had been taken from their 
nests, so young they only had pin 
feathers . 

It is illegal to remove birds from the 
nest when they are too young to fend for 
themselves. 

The birds were seized and charges laid. 
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was $400. It has since been increased to 
$4000. 

In a second case, cooperation between 
Wildlife Officers and National Park 
Ranger Ross McGill led to the seizure of 
flora illegally taken from a roadside 
reserve. 

Doug said it was only the help of the 
other branch of the department that the 
seizure was made . 

"The information flow in the new 
Department is quicker, and Ranger 
McGill advised our branch of the where
abouts of someone picking protect 
ed flora from an area outside the park he 
was patrolling," he said. 

Russell Gueho and Matt Warnock 
seized a truckload of Verticordia brownii 

Now that retirement has 
come, "I'll do the same 
thing under my own pow
er" as he and his wife visit 
family throughout the 
State . 

John answered an adver
tisement for the ranger po
sition because he was "sick 
of doing nothing" as a 
semi-retired businessman 
in Busselton. 

He said he and his wife 
most enjoyed working with 
the public. 

ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 
FRANK McKINNELL, 

Divisional Manager Serv
ices, has been reappointed 
to the Soil Conservation 
Advisory Committee 
(SCAC) for three· years 
enabling him to continue a 
professional and personal 
interest in soil conser
vation. 

The SCAC is a group 
comprised of representa
tives of farming organisa
tions, government depart
ments and landholders who 
advise the State Govern
ment on land degradation 
in WA. 

The committee is partic
ularly concerned with sali
nation and erosion. 

It is currently overseeing 
the setting up of soil con
servation districts through
out agricultural areas, 
aimed at getting farmers to 
work together to address 
their land degradation 
problems on a district or 
catchment basis . 

A number of CALM dis
trict and regional officers 
are involved since the soil 
conservation district activi
ties often affect CALM 




