
,OVERSEER Bruce Withnell, right, and CEP workers (from left) Carol Strain, Denise 
1 Forster and Lyn Minson take a break from working at Hoffman Mill. Other project 

workers are Peter Mayborne, Joan Pillion and Michael Tomey. 

RECREATION 
SITE GETS 
A FACELIFT 

The popular camping and barbecue spot of Hoffman 
Mill in the Harvey Valley is getting a much-needed 
facelift under a Community Employment Programme 
project. 

The six people employed 
under the grant have been 
worki ng since January 
building bridges, construct
ing a walk trail, installing 
toilets and upgrading 
campsites, barbecues and 
picnic tables. 

Officer-in-Charge Barry 
Jordan, said the site is well
used for recre a tion 
purposes. 

Park fire role to 
About 2km west off the 

South Western Highway 
north of Harvey, Hoffman 
Mill is an old mill site 
where remnants of the con
crete foundations are still 
standing. 

" The upgrading is the 
first step in a plan to up
grade the upper Harvey 
Valley," Barry said. 

Commercial 
thinning 

under way 
Busselton Dis

trict is conducting 
the first commer
cial thinning of its 
Jarrahwood pine 
plantation in the 
Sunklands. 

By GRANT WARDELL-JOHNSON 
CALM staff and volunteers worked 

together to survey the flora and fauna of 
Walpole-Nornalup National Park during 
December 1985. 

The survey will continue 
during 1986 to provide a 
picture of animal activity 
and abundance in relation 
to season, vegetation and 
seral age (age since being 
burnt) in the Hilltop sec
tion of the Park. 

A management plan , 
now being prepared for the 
Park, will look at the role 
of fire, especially its effect 
on flora and fauna. 

Fire is the main tool used 
to modify the habitat of an 
area to favour particular 
species or communities, 
and the deliberate exclu
sion of fire in a fire-prone 
environment is an impor
tant option in habitat 
modification. 

Fire is also the most ap
propriate tool for fuel 
reduction purposes and, in 
some situations, conflict 
may arise between these 
two uses of fire. 

It was felt a survey was 
required to explore the 
relationship between fire 
and the different species 
and communities in the 
Hilltop Block, the area of 
greatest pressure and in
terest. 

Routine monitoring of 

animal populations and 
habitats is an important 
part of park management , 
and can be compared with 
monitoring of prescribed 
burns or assessment of 
planting success in karri 
coupes. 

Several national park 
rangers at Walpole, who 
took part in ecological 
studies at the Perup MPA, 
used the survey to practise 
their skills. 

Eight amateur ornithol
ogists with considerable ex
perience with the birds of 
the district will continue to 
census during each season, 
and also introduce people 
with lesser experience to 
survey techniques. 

A major aim in the first 
two weeks of the survey, 
which was largely carried 
out by Manjimup Research 
staff, was to get detailed in
formation on the structure 
and floristics of the vege
tation. 

Work on the animals of 
the area included trapping, 
bird censusing a nd 
searching. 

These act ivities will be 
followed up in each season. 

However, vegetation 

Grubs cause 
torest damage 

LARGE areas of forest around Donnelly, Nyamup and 
south of Lake Muir are showing the effects of the Gum 
Leaf Skeletoniser grub. 

This native insect began causing widespread damage 
to the jarrah-marri forest in 1983. 

Since then, annual attacks in December and January 
have left large areas of forest stripped of leaves and have 
killed some trees. 

According to CALM Research Officer Greg Strelein , 
the insect larvae are the cause of the problem. 

They eat the soft leaf tissue leaving only the support
ing "skeleton". 

This remaining tissue then turns brown and gives the 
leaf a scorched appearance. 

Many people, including long-time local residents, have 
mistaken this new pest for the more fami liar Jarrah Leaf 
Miner. 

As the skeletoniser grubs grow, the remaining part of 
the leaf, except for the mid rib, is eaten . 

CALM has been monitoring the behaviour and life cy
cle of this insect since 1983 . 

A more detailed survey of the region has been im- · 
plemented this year by Greg and CALM Entomologist 
Dr Ian Abbott. 

This knowledge will help decide what measures can be 
taken to control the destructive skeletoniser. 

At this time , it appears that prescribed burning of af
fected areas during the insect's egg or pupation stage may 
be effective in controlling populations . 

- RAF RIIRRnws 

be studied So far, it is the only such 
project that has been ap
proved by the WA Water 
Author ity, which has con
trol of the area. 

data has not been analysed 
and it is not appropriate to 
make any conclusions from 
a single season of trapping 
data. 

A great many anima ls 
were caught, a lbeit if only 
a few species. 

Although it is too early 
to gauge the importance of 
survey find ings, success 
can be measured in the 
public 's involvement and 

the participation of the dis
trict staff . 

P ublic involvement in
creases peoples ' awareness 
and interest in their local 
parks, as well as providing 
the necessary information 
to researchers who are at
tempting to gain a year
round pattern of animal 
activity and abundance. 

The value to research of 
the district' s and volun-

teers' work lies in the 
follow-up trapping a nd 
bird census work to be 
done over three seasons. 

In return, research aims 
to ensure that managers 
have the most up-to-date 
knowledge of the way in 
which the animals and en
vironment interact to en
sure that any operation 
done is for a purpose and 
that the purpose is c!e?.rly 
understood. 

Other projects will be 
submitted for their ap
proval as they are devised 
by the staff at Harvey 
District. 

One of the highlights of 
the project is "Formation 
Trail", a three kilometre 
walk so named because it 
follows the old railway for
mations surrounding the 
mill. 

The contractors, Pine 
Hauliers, are producing 
rails (1.8m to 4 .8m 
lengths), fence posts 
(I. 8m) and strainers 
(I .Sm) at about 45 cubic 
metres a hectare, said 
Officer-in-charge Ron 
Newman. 

BOB'S SEEN ALL 
The tra il pas~es along 

old railway formations, 
continues along the Harvey 
River and through a black
butt regeneration area be
fore going past the 
Ho ffman Mill Oval and 
through virgin jarrah bush, 

Thinning of the planta
tions is required under 
the silviculture regime, 
and tht: raJiala pines 
planted in 1974 at 1100 
stems a hectare are being 
thinned to 250 stems a 
hectare . 

Previously these thin
nings have been delayed, 
producing material suita
ble for particle board, but 
the District has found a 
market for pine rounds 
which has proven more 
profitable and meets sil 
vicultural requirements 
on time, Ron said. 

IN his 35 years with 
the Department, Lud
low mechanic Bob 
Symanski, has seen 
many changes. 

THE CHANGES Barry., said. _ 
Workers, supervised by 

Overseer Bruce Withnell, 
have also upgraded two 
bridges over which the 
walk trail passes. Among them, he says, is 

a much greater emphasis 
on safety. 

"Fifteen, 20 years ago, 
no one even talked about 
safety," Bob says. 

But perhaps the biggest 
change for Bob, who 
works on "anything from 
chainsaws to bulldozers" is 
in the equipment he has 
used and repaired in those 
35 years. 

When he was first em
ployed with the Forests 

Department at Margaret 
River in 1950 as a tree 
feller, he did it with a cross
cut saw and axe. 

He plowed firebreaks 
with two horses and a 
grader, a job that could 
take up to a whole year to 
complete. 

"Yes, there has been 
quite a bit of change, but 
it's been for the better, 
really," Bob said. 

"There is more work to 
do but the work tends to be 
lighter." 

liob picked up his trade 
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as he went along, taking 
courses in mechanics on 
the way. 

With four kids, Bob 
thinks Ludlow was a good 
place to raise a family. 

Now that the family is 
raised and gone, Bob and 
his wife live in Busselton, 
where he plans to do odd 
mechanic jobs when he re
tires in five years. 

"I've got something in 
my blood, I can't get away 
from fixing things," he 
said . 

The area is not sign
posted at present, so 
project plans include the 
placement of direction 
signs and information signs 
at the site . 

"One of the biggest 
problems will be vandal
ism ," Barry said . 

It is hoped that there will 
be enough resources in the 
future to establish a 
weekend patrol of the area, 
he said. 

The work is done using 
manual falling and a 
Kockums forwarder to 
remove the pine rounds 
to the roadside. 

"One consideration 
we're looking at is the 
continuation of the oper
ation on a year-round ba-
sis depending @n 
environmental con-
straints," Ron said. 

------------------------

CRAWLEY clerical assistant Danny Flynn was hospitalised 
for a week in April. Danny had plenty of visitors and he ap
preciated the visits by his workmates. He is photographed with 
Crawley staff Debbie Jones (left), Shani Owens and Garry Quin. 




