
Fox control pro1ec1 
gets GALi's support 

THE introduced red fox is thought to be a major factor in the decline 
of many of WA's medium-sized marsupials, and any effort to stop or reverse 
this decline must be done in conjunction with reducing fox numbers. 

Changing 
role in 
Public 

service 
By 

BOB COOPER 
GOVERNMENT 

Departments are be
coming more account
able as management 
requirements within 
the Public Service 
change. 

Greater emphasis is be
ing placed on the respon
sibilities of Permanent 
Heads to their Ministers 
for the performance of 
their Departments. 

As a result, changes are 
taking place in the rela
tionships between the 
Public Service Board and 
Permanent Heads, with 
some functions previous
ly handled by the Board 
no w delegated to 
Departments. 

A recent responsibility 
passed to CALM is the 
advertising and process
ing of recruitment proce
dures for positions 
classified Level 2 through 
Level 6. 

Recommendations for 
promotions and appoint
ments to those positions 
must now be personally 
approved by the Execu
tive Director. 

This places extra duties 
and responsibilities on the 
Personnel Branch and the 
new procedures estab
lished by the Board , in 
conjunction with the 
delegation, puts extra re
quirements on CALM's 
management. 

Interview panels are re
quired for each vacancy 
above Level I and the 
panel then draws up the 
selection criteria based on 
the Position Data Form . 

The Branch Manager 
then tells the Personnel 
Branch the reason for the 
vacancy and its effective 
date, and the Personnel 
Branch clears the vacan
cy with the Office of 
Redeployment and places 
the required adver
tisement. 

NOMINATIONS for 
the John Tonkin Tree 
Awards will be received un
til August 25. 

Inaugurated last year, the 
award recognises groups and 
individuals who have been ac
tive in the retention and 
regeneration of Australia's na
tive trees and shrubs. 

The awards, administered 
by Greening Australia (WA), 
are divided into eight 
categories: 

I. Innovative Device or 
Plan; 2. Local Government 
Award; 3 . Students Award; 4. 
Industry Award; 5. Individu
al Endeavour Award; 6. Tree 
Farmer of the Year Award; 7. 
Community Group Award; 
and 8. Government In
strumentality Award. 

Category I recognises a 
device or plan that assists tree 
planting. 

A research programme 
investigating fox control is 
being carried out by David 
Algarin Kalbarri National 
Park, Nangeen Nature 
Reserve and Perup Fauna 
Priority Area . 

David's project is spon
sored by CALM, while 
federal funding is being 
sought to continue and ex
pand the project. 

The programme will first 
survey and make popula
tion estimates of some spe
cies that are at risk from 
fox predation: woylies, 
tammars, numbats and 
rock wallabies. 

David, assisted by Tom 
Leftwich, will also examine 
factors of fox strategies 
such as spatial organisa
tion, home range and dis
persion that are relevant to 
fox control programmes. 

They will then use that 
information to develop and 
put into practice an eco
nomic fox control 
programme. 

Also included in the 
project is the production of 
a manual of procedures on 
fox control that can be 

used for management pur
poses, David said. 

Radiotracking of some 
foxes will be used for part 
of the study. 

Other individuals caught 
will be eartagged and 
released. 

Questions about range 
will be answered by the 
tracking and tagging , and 
information about fox diet 
will be gained from scat 
study, David said. 

They have just complet
ed a preliminary study at 
Perup to develop trapping 
methods. 

David said the areas to 
be studied vary in a num
ber of characteristics and 
can be called representative 
of the major fauna conser
vation area types with WA. 

Kalbarri is representative 
of the large national parks, 
while Nangeen Nature Re
serve is typical of the small, 
fragmented reserves locat
ed within the central 
wheatbelt. 

Perup, m the South
West, is subjected to fire 
regimes to promote under-
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storey cover which reduces 
predation pressure on na
tive species . 

As such, fox activity, 
predation pressure and 
control measures will also 
be examined with respect 
to burning programmes at 
this site. 

The research programme 
will begin in October and 
will last for three years. 

Baiting programmes will 
take place at the three sites 
and work is being done 
now with the Agriculture 
Protection Board to decide 
appropriate bait types . 

David said because eu
therian carnivores are high
ly susceptible to 1080 
poison , it is considered a 
suitable control agent. 

F urther baiting 
programmes will incor
porate any modifications 
found necessary through 
the initial baiting 
programme. 

This means that the most 
effective and economic 
control of foxes can be de
veloped over time, David 
said . 

JOHN TONKIN AWARD 
The method should be test

ed and proven to be simple, ef
ficient, durable and safe. 

The category carries a $ l000 
prize and certificate. 

Category 2 applications 
should demonstrate participa
tion in and commitment to the 
revegetation of WA. 

Emphasis should be on well
planned schemes, public con
sultation and continuing in
volvement and environmental 
awarene ss of the Local 
Authority. 

The winner will be awarded 
with a project sign and cer
tificate. 

Category 3 is open to 
primary and secondary stu
dents of all ages. 

The project should involve 

students in planned protection, 
regenerat ion and re
establishment of local species . 

Written documentation of 
planning and research and a 
high level of practical work are 
required. 

The winner wi ll receive 
$l000 and a certificate for the 
school plus a prize for each 
participating studem . 

Winners are eligible for the 
AFC! national Junior Tree 
Lover Award . 

Category 4 projects should 
demonstrate that the industry 
has revegetated land owned or 
affected by its commercial 
operations; or has encouraged 
the private sector in revege
tation. 

The winner will receive a 

project sign and certificate . 
Category 5 is open to in

dividuals or fami lies who are 
making great personal effort 
to regenerate the local environ
ment, parti cu larly private 
land. 

Emphasis is on awareness of 
a particular environment and 
long-term commitment. 

The winner will receive 
$ 1000 and a certificate. 

Category 6 is open to in
dividuals or families active in 
forestry projects on private 
land. 

The award recognises that 
sensible fores try procedures 
can protect the natural en
vironment. 

The winner will receive 
$ l000 and a cert ificate, and 

DAVID ALGAR measures a red fox killed on the road. 

CALM and Greening Aus
tralia (WA) have jointly 
produced a pamphlet entitled 
"Greening Urban Parks and 
Gardens for Wildlife". 

It also emphasises the importance 
of providing further habitat in th 
landscaping of parks and gardens, b. 
the use of local plant species: those 
that belong naturally to the site. 

Local plants provide particularly 
good habitat for wildlife, and are also 
valuable in themselves as part of the 
natural environment. 

• 
The pamphlet should encourage 

people to think about retaining and 
recreating suitable habitat for 
wildlife. 

The presence of wildlife in Perth, 
especially that of birds, gives us a 
sense of well-being. 

The pamphlet emphasises the im
portance of retaining bush areas in 
the city and suburbs, and managing 
them to benefit wildlife. 

The use of local species should, 
where possible, be combined with 
management practices that enhance 
wildlife habitat: retaining old trees; 
avoiding lopping or pruning; and al
lowing a natural ground litter of 
twigs, leaves and bark to build up. 

Copies of the pamphlet are avail
able from the Como office. 

Noisy scrub Bird 
POPUiation Plan 

By ANDREW BURBIDGE 

CALM started to establish the world's third population of the noisy scrub
bird in June and July. 

represent WA at the Austral
ian Forestry Development ln
stitute 's national Tree Farmer 
of the Year competition. 

Category 7 recognises ach
ievement in revegetation by a 
community group . 

The project should heighten 
local awareness of the value of 
trees. 

The winner will recei ve $l00 
for their group and a cer
tificate. 

Category 8 recognises a 
project that has increased com
munity awareness of the value 
of natural vegetation in WA . 

Applications can be ob-
tained from: 

State Organisor 
Greening Australia (WA) 
PO Box 783 
West Perth 6005 WA 
Phone: (09) 481 1395 

Until 1983 there was 
only one population of the 
noisy scrub-bird, at Two 
Peoples Bay Nature Re
serve, east of Albany. 

During 1983 and 1985 
techniques for capturing, 
transporting and releasing 
noisy scrub-birds were de
veloped with the help of 
the New Zealand Wildlife 
Service, and a population 
was established at Mount 
Many Peaks, near Two 
Peoples Bay . 

These birds appear to 
have settled into their new 
home well , a lthough it will 
be several years before 
wildlife researchers will 
know whether the popula
tion will become self
supporting. 

Now a new population 
wil l be established in 

Walpole-Nornalup Nation
al Park. 

Once again the birds will 
come from Two Peoples 
Bay, where numbers have 
been steadily increasing in 
recent years following the 
successful implementation 
of a fire-exclusion policy in 
the early I 970s. 

An investigation of pos
sible release sites along the 
South Coast by departmen
tal officers revealed that an 
area in the Walpole
Nornalup National Park, 
known as the Nuyts Wild
erness, provided the best 
habitat for the second rein
troduction. 

The translocation will 
take place during June and 
July and will be carried out 
by departmental staff, as
sisted by volunteers. 
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