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POINTER 
FROM 
THE PAST 

PILBARA District Forester Wally Edgecombe checks the 
stone sign. Picture courtesy "The West Australian". 

A sign from the past ... a 
piece of stone weathered by the 
Pilbara climate is held secure by 
a gum tree. 

ing supplies from Roebourne to the 
inland stations. 

Originally there were two stones, 
one indicating the old camel track 
down the Chichester scarps and the 
other pointing to a new track. 

The stone was placed in the fork 
of a gum about 90 years ago by 
camel drivers wending their way 
through the Chichester Ranges tak-

The stone was so embedded that 
the tree grew around it. 

Marine strandings 
THE recent stranding of a juvenile sperm 

whale at Triggs and a young bottlenose dol
phin at Cottesloe highlights a problem con
fronting CALM's Wildlife Officers. 

In both cases our 
Officers were not informed 
in time to try and save 
these animals. 

Supervising Wildlife 
Officer in the Metropolitan 
Region Doug Coughram 
said the Department had 
contingency plans and 
equipment to try and save 
stranded animals, but suc
cess depended upon early 
notification and identifi
cation. 

Doug said with the onset 
of winter storms there 
could be an increase in the 
number of marine animals 

- coming ashore along the 
vi/A coast. 

He said Wildlife Officers 
and Regional and District 
Managers in coastal areas 
should make the public 
aware of CALM's contin
gency plans and how to 
identify a stranded animal. 

He said this could be 
done by telling the local 
newspaper of CALM's role 
in saving stranded marine 
animals, by placing an ad
vertisement in the paper, 

by ensuring local govern
ment authorities, veterinar
ians and the police know of 
both CALM's office and 
after hours telephone 
numbers . 

ANPWS "wanted" 
posters on whale strandings 
have been reprinted and 
will be distributed through
out coastal districts. 

The poster will have 
CALM contact numbers 
but regional, district and 
after hours numbers will 
need to be included. 

They should be dis
played prominently 
throughout coastal dis
tricts, for example at beach 
shops, surf shops, school 
nature boards, fisheries 
offices, police stations, etc. 

The whereabouts of 
dead whales and dolphins 
should also be reported be
cause of their value as 
scientific specimens. 

Almost all of our 
knowledge of smaller 
whales species comes from 
strandings. 

A relief map constructed for the Cape Arid National 
Park information centre was returned to its maker, Ge
off Wheeler, recently. 

The map had been vandalised: holes punched into the 
styroforma coastline, tuning "mountains" into molehills. 

Geoff, undaunted, is painstakingly doing repairs so that 
it can once again be placed in the national park to delight 
and inform the majority of people who appreciate what 
we do. 

highlight 
problems 

WANTED! 

Information concerning 
STRANDED 

WHALES AND DOLPHINS 
Alive or Dead 

RESCUE OPERATIONS RELY ON EARLY NOTIFICATION 

GIVE DETAILS OF: NUMBER AND SIZE. 
EXACT LOCATION and 
CONDITION {ALIVE OR DEAD) 

CONTACT: ~~~b~TG~6~~~ER~~~~E!uRoocH Hou'sE 
Depa nmen10! Consc1va1,on and Land Ma naucmenl 
(09)JGJ 9666 

First Aid : Keep animals cool and wet, especially the tai l and flippers. 
Cover with wet cloth . Keep sand. water and cloth away 
from b1owhole. 
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EXC1t'1ng discovery_ ••• 

HEATH RAT 
FOUND AT 

FITZGERALD 
By ANDREW BURBIDGE 

THE Heath Mouse or Heath Rat, presumed extinct 
in WA because it hadn't been seen here since 1931, has 
been rediscovered in the Ravensthorpe Range and the 
Fitzgerald River National Park. 

During the ongoing fau
na survey of FRNP, 
Ravensthorpe zoologist 
Andrew Chapman found 
some bones that had re
cently been disgorged by a 
Barn Owl. 

He sent them to WA 
Museum expert Dr Alex 
Baynes, who identified 
some of them as belonging 
to the long-lost Heath 
Mouse . 

On a later look through 
the Museum's collection of 
Southern Bush Rats, Dr 
Baynes noticed one that 
looked a little different 
from the rest. 

On closer investigation, 
it turned out to be a Heath 
Mouse, collected by An
drew during a 1983 fauna 
survey of the Ravensthorpe 
Range. 

A careful look at the rest 
of the Ravensthorpe collec
tion revealed two more. 

Heath Mice look much 
like young Bush Rats and 
their incorrect identifica
tion is understandable. 

A few days after Dr 
Baynes' sleuthing, Tony 
Lynam, a post-graduate 
zoology student at UWA, 
and Andrew Chapman set 
out to FRNP to trap Dib
blers for Tony's study. 

Alerted by Dr Baynes' 
discovery, Tony took a 
close look at what he 
caught and soon found a 
Heath Mouse in one of the 
traps. 

The next day Andrew 
caught another in a differ
ent trapline 1 km away. 

The Heath Mouse was 
first recorded in 1906 at 
Woyerling Wells, near 
Tutanning Nature Reserve 
east of Pingelly. 

The only other known 
locality was near Buniche, 
east of Lake Grace. 

In 1961, the species was 
discovered in · south
western Victoria, where it 
is a rare species. 

In 1976 the EPA recom
mended that the Raven
sthorpe Range be declared 
a nature reserve following 
its consideration of the 
1974 Report of the Conser
vation Through Reserves 
Committee. 

Implementation has 
been delayed because of 
the large number of mining 
tenements in the area. 

The rediscovery shows 
the importance of detailed 
biological surveys of areas 
to fully document their 
conservation value. 

The rediscovery of the 
Heath Mouse in the FRNP 
emphasises the Park's very 
high conservation value, 
and the urgent need to de
velop management plans to 
protect and enhance its 
conservation and recrea
tion values . 

Editor's Note: Jim Wil
liamson of Planning 
Branch reports that work 
on the draft management 
plan for FRNP will begin 
next month. 

It was Keystone Cops over at Murdoch House recent
ly, Wildlife Officer Doug Coughran reports, when a 
Japanese film crew showed up and had CALM wildlife 
officers re-enacting the mobilisation of forces for the Au
gusta whale rescue. 

Our boys in brown, Geoff Hanley, Don Noble, Matt 
Warnock and Doug, felt a little foolish, needless to say, 
as they faked high tension months after the fact. 

The result will be shown to 15 million Japanese TV 
viewers, and Doug said he hopes such programmes will 
help stop the slaughter of cetaceans by the Japanese. 

But he said he suspects that after their performance, 
the show might turn out more a comedy ... 

* * * 
HA VE you borrowed a file on marri provenance tri

als from Alec Hart? Alec lent it to someone, but can't 
remember whom, and he needs the file back. Contact him 
on 285 at Como if you can help. 

* * * 

Tagged 
turtle 

in N.T. 
THE first recovery of 

a turUe tagged by 
CALM officers has been 
recorded at Croker Is
land, in the Northern 
Territory. 

The turtle, a female 
green, was caught by an 
Aborigine, who noticed the 
tag, recorded the details, 
and returned it to the 
ocean. 

The turtle had been 
tagged on November 21 on 
Lacepede Island, north of 
Broome. 

Research Scientist Bob 
Prince said the turtle 
travelled about 1500km to 
Croker Island. 

"We had some Aborigi
nal people helping us tag 
these turtles, so it was in
teresting that it had been 
captured by an Aborigine 
too," Bob says. 

Another interesting fac
tor is that there have been 
two recorded captures of 
turtles tagged in Indonesia 
- one on Coburg Peninsu
la and the other at King 
Sound - which means that 
the WA tagged turtle has 
done a baseline between 
those two. 

"That provides one of 
the main sources of infor
mation we're looking for 
because it shows an inter
mingling of WA and In
donesian turtles nesting,'' 
Bob said . 

Bob and Research Scien
tist Keith Morris, based at 
Karratha, have been con
ducting a turtle tagging 
programme this year with 
funds from the ANPWS. 

Bob said tagging had 
ended this season, but the 
programme would con
tinue next year if funding 
was available. 


