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RARE FLORA FIND Abra/hos worksholl••· 
AFfER beginning the search five years 

ago for a number of species last describ­
ed by William Fitzgerald and Cecil An­
drews between 1901-1905, it's a pleasure 
to say that they're all still with us, 
although some are still in a precarious 
condition. 

While not everyone's idea of a magnifi­
cent plant, this small aquatic is the last 
of six such species collected by William 
Fitzgerald and Cecil Andrews from the 
Midland area between 1901-1905, and not 
found since. 

ISLANDS' ISSUES ' Last month, while compiling a road 
verge report in the Capel area, I chanced 
upon a population of Myriophyllum 
echinatum. 

Most of these plants, because of the in­
tensive settlement of the coastal plain, 
were presumed extinct. GREG 
KEIGHERY NEEDS DISCUSSED 

Jarrah 
forest 
under 

scrutiny 
By GREG 

STRELEIN 
A new inventory of 

the jarrah forest to up­
date information on the 
timber resources 
available will be under­
taken following the re­
cent release of the 
Timber Strategy. 

The new inventory will 
record the defects in a tree 
or the wood quality, rather 
than assess products, as is 
done now. 

Product assessment has 
been useful for short term 
applications such as logg­
ing plans, but this informa-· 
tion is quickly dated by 
changing utilisation stan­
dards and the develop­
ment of new products. 

With the move to a 
broad resource inventory 
the data will last many 
years, justifying the time 
and money committed . 

To make the informa­
tion more lasting, the In­
ventory Staff will describe 
the various qualities of 
wood in the tree, the type 
of defects and the amount 
or intensity of the defect. 

By describing the 
amount of rot, for exam­
ple, and its position in the 
tree we can determine at 
any time in the future 
which products can be ob­
tained from that quality of 
log. 

Calculating the volumes 
for any product at the cur­
rent standards can be done 
by sorting through all the 
defects and also checking 
that the length and 
diameter are adequate. 

Staff from the Utilisa­
tion Branch and experienc­
ed Procurement staff have 
been assisting with the 
classification and descrip­
tion of wood qualities. 

The mill at Harvey's 
Wood Utilisation Research 
Centre has been the scene 
for some trial sawing to 
look at internal defects. 

Estimating internal 
defects has always been 
one of the limitations of 
this sort of assessment. 

To help resolve this, 
staff from the Inventory 
Branch gathered at Harvey 
with Utilisation staff to 
break down a sample of 
logs on the new horizontal 
handsaw. 

This permitted a look at 
the internal development of 
defects in relation to the ex­
ternal appearance of logs 
to be assessed. 

By COLLEEN HENRY-HALL 
THE Abrolhos Islands, off the coast near Geraldton, are the 

centre of interest for a number of groups. 
Fishing, tourism, recrea­

tion, conservation, 
historical importance and 
mining are some of the 
most important among 
them. 

Representatives of these 
various interest groups met 
for a one-day workshop at 
Geraldton recently to 
discuss the issues facing the 
Abrolhos Islands and sug­
gest ways to manage the 
area. 

CALM Planning Officer 
Paul Frewer, Secretary of 
the Abrolhos Islands Task 
Force and organiser of the 
workshop, said he was 
pleased with the way the 
workshop brought together 
a number of people of dif­
ferent interests to try to 
come up with some of the 
answers . 

He said the aim of the 
workshop was to identify 
the most important issues 
and the needs of different 
groups of people who are 
using the islands. 

In the workshop's mor­
ning session, about 60 par­
ticipants listened to short 
presentations from people 
representing the fishing in­
dustry, tourism, conserva­
tion, the WA Museum and 

"' mining interests . 
CALM's Director of 

Nature Conservation, Dr 
Barry Wilson encfed the 
morning session. 

He said: "The Abrolhos 
Islands have enormous 
heritage value of interna­
tional significance in its 
marine and terrestrial en­
vironments, its history, its 
fishing areas, and its 
recreation potential. 

''The task before us is to 
protect these values 
through proper manage­
ment, and the exercise to­
day will partly help us to 
decide how to do that. 

CALM staff examine the exterior ofajarrah log before it is sawn, 
to determine its defects. 

In the afternoon, the 
participants, who attended 

Disaster action endorsed 
AN Australia-wide 

system of handling any 
disaster, be it fire, 
flood, oil spill or whale 
rescue, has been endors­
ed by the Australian 
Fire Control Officers 
Group, which held their 
biannual meeting in 
Bunbury recently. 

The group was compris­
ed of senior fire control of­
ficers from each State, the 
lecturer in fire from ANU, 
fire researchers and 
representatives from New 
Zealand and Papua New 
Guinea. 

CALM Senior Fire Con­
trol Officer Rick Sneeuw­
jagt said: "The Australian 
Interagency Incident 
Management System 
(AIIMS) would see that 
every State had compatible 
emergency organisations, 
training, equipment and 
definition of terms, so that 

effective interstate 
cooperation would be 
possible in future." 

Rick said the group's 
basic aim was to review 
progress over the last two 

years in various 
developments, such as fire 
planning, equipment and 
policies, and related mat­
ters such as weather 
forecast system. 

At this meeting, a draft 
Fire Management Policy 
for Australia, based on 
CALM's Fire Policy, was 
developed for ratification 
by the Forestry Council. 

Herbarium transfer 
AS a result of a recent recommen­

dation by the Government's Func­
tional Review Committee, the State 
Herbarium will be transferred from 
the Department of Agriculture to 
CALM. 

The decision has been greeted with en­
thusiasm by CALM scientific and opera­
tions staff. 

Executive Director Dr Syd Shea said 
the decision was great news. 

"It will bring into our Department a 
fine group of botanists with a tremendous 
knowledge of Western Australian 
plan ts," he said. 

"Their expertise will be of great value 
in planning and research, in developing 

our knowledge of the State's flora and in 
promoting public interest in flora conser­
vation." 

The H1=rbarium building is located ad­
jacent to CALM's Como Headquarters. 

It contains a substantial library and the 
State's flora collection. 

To facilitate the amalgamation with 
CALM, a Herbarium transfer committee 
has been formed, together with a number 
of sub-committees who are looking at 
various aspects of the transition. 

It is expected that the movement of all 
Herbarium functions from the Depart­
ment of Agriculture to CALM will be 
completed by the end of this financial 
year. 

the workshop by invita­
tion, broke up into small 
groups to get down to the 
nuts and bolts of manage­
ment of the islands. 

They addressed pro­
blems in three main areas: 
conservation, research and 
tourism. 

Paul Frewer said the aim 
of the afternoon session 
was to set up discussions 
among people from dif­
ferent interest groups to 

lead to a better understan­
ding of different points of 
view and produce helpful 
suggestions for considera­
tion by the Taskforce. 

At the end of the after­
noon, each of the five 
groups shared their ideas 
with the other groups . 

Proceedings from the 
workshop will be compiled 
and presented to the 
Taskforce, which is prepar­
ing a report for the WA 
State Cabinet. 

Managing our 
visual resource 

WHEN it comes to 
visual resource manage­
ment, what you see is 
what you get, or rather, 
what you see determines 
the feeling you get. 

Visual resource refers to 
how the land looks, taking 
into account its landforms, 
vegetation, water bodies, 
and natural and man-made 
features. 

Grant Revell, a former 
Victorian landscape ar­
chitect and planner, is 
developing a visual 
resource management 
system for CALM's 
Southern Forest Region 
over the next year. 

The management system 
will enable CALM land 
managers to objectively 
assess and then plan for the 
visual qualities of a land­
scape, which affects how 
people perceive that land­
scape, and ultimately how 
they feel in that landscape. 

Grant is initially concen­
trating on the broadscale 
identification and mapping 
of the physical landscape. 

To apply the system to 
the Southern Forest 
Region, Grant first looks at 
physical landscape 
elements - topography, 
vegetation, waterforms and 
land use - to come up 
with a set of landscape 
character types. 

He then looks at social 
considerations, or the 
values and uses people 
have for different 
landscapes. 

Grant explained: "It 
may sound intangible, but 
many studies have been 
done on the types of land­
scapes people prefer, and 
why they prefer them." 

Using a process of inven­
tory and assessment, Grant 
will subsequently identify 
landscape management 
zones and establish visual 
quality objectives for use 
by land managers. 

The type of landscape 
zone and the objectives for 
that zone would affect the 
harvesting of timber, 
roading, recreation sites, 
redevelopments and the 
maintenance of facilities, 
Grant said. 

The visual resource 
management system is also 
used at the specific project 
level, which will occur next 
year during field trials 
when Grant's system is ap­
plied to particular sites. 

He said: "The system 
will provide CALM land 
managers with a set of 
management prescriptions, 
an objective tool that is 
similar to what is used in 
existing timber production 
practices.'' 

Grant said he sees the 
consideration of landscape 
values equal to those of 
flora and fauna, and when 
planning operations all 
three conservation values 
should be given 
consideration. 

The visual resource 
management system has 
been in use· in the US for 
about 13 years. 

It was introduced to 
Australian land manage­
ment in Victoria by Land­
scape Architect Richard 
Hammond, who now 
works with CALM . 

Grant earned his degree 
in Urban and Regional 
Planning at Adelaide, and 
his Master's degree in 
Landscape Architecture at 
Melbourne. 

He was a consultant in 
visual resource manage­
ment to the National Trust 
and has most recently been 
employed with a landscape 
planning and design firm in 
Melbourne. 

Grant is based at Man­
jimup, where he is assisted 
by Keith Mungham, Map­
ping Branch, and Alan 
Sands, Parks and Reserves 
Officer. 

, . . (// I -Grant Revell 


