
ASSESSING PUBLIC 
WHAT do Joe and Jane Public think of 

the way CALM is managing Western Aus
tralia's national parks? ATTITUDES 

Louisa de Bragam;a 

It's a hard question to 
answer, but approached 
scientifically, it's possible 
to get information about 
people's attitudes toward 
and perceptions of what we 
are doing, which will in 
turn enable more accurate 
management decisions. 

Finding patterns of visi
tor use and attitudes 
toward conservation and 
land management is the job 
of Luisa de Braganca, who 

Big Brook shapes up 
as a recreation site 
SOME friends did a 

cycle tour around Man
jimup in February. 

By COLLEEN HENRY-HALL 
parks and toilets construct
ed, walk tracks and 
barbeques installed, and a 

One particular day was 
long, hot and dusty, and 
midday found them at Big 
Brook Arboretum. 

forest, went through the 
same area the dam oc
cupied. 

"We decided to build a 
road around the reservoir 
to replace this section of 
the Old Rainbow Trail and 
develop recreational facil
ities at the same time," 
Bob said. 

"With the recreation 
site, we can encourage peo
ple where to go and ensure 
its proper use." 

, lookout developed. 

In addition, WA WA has 
agreed to allow swimming, 
fishing, canoeing, marron
ing, windsurfing and sail
ing on the reservoir, 
making the area a prime 
recreation spot in the 
southern forest. 

All they wanted was a 
swim but there was no 
water in sight. 

Perhaps it's something 
in my nature, but I loved 
telling them when they got 
back that Big Brook Dam 
had, in fact, been just over 
the hill. 

Big Brook Dam is not 
yet on many maps, so they 
could be forgiven for miss
ing it. 

The WA Water Authori
ty decided in 1984 to dam 
Big Brook to provide water 
for Pemberton. 

Pemberton District 
Manager Bog Hagan said 
that in 1985, CALM 
clearfelled the reservoir site 
and thinned the regrowth 
karri forest around the 
edge to retrieve as much 
timber as possible before 
the area was flooded. 

Work on the dam began 
in January 1986 and 
finished in May. 

The potential for Big 
Brook Dam as a recreation 
site was seen from the be
ginning. 

Under the project, log
ging debris has been 
stacked and burnt, picnic 
areas installed and grass 
planted. 

Future work will see car-

Recreational pressure on 
the area was high because 
the Old Rainbow Trail, a 
scenic drive from Pember
ton through the karri 

GA VIN ELLIS surveys visitors to Big Brook Dam, asking them 
a number of questions. including whether they were aware the 

area is regrowth forest. 

Interest in wood seminar 
OUTSTANDING attendance 

at a recent wood resources semi
nar indicates the interest in and 
a need for integration of the tim
ber industry, and improved 
wood utilisation. 

"Western Australia's Wood 
Resourcs - Commercial Opportu
nities" was organised by CALM and 
the Forests Products Association to 
explore a number of issues facing the 
timber industry today. 

Discussion focused on the amount 
of wood available from WA's wood 
production forests, the opportunities 
for better wood utilisation, available 
research resources and necessary 
research programmes, and strategies 
for developing WA's wood 
resources. 

Speakers were from CALM, Wes
fi, Bunnings, Curtin and Murdoch 
universities, Whittakers, CSIRO and 
FPA. 

Organising committee chairman 
Phil Shedley said: "One of the most 
impressive things was the number of 
people who attended the seminar. 

"We had planned for between 75 
and 100, and we had about 140 peo
ple show up for each of the two days. 

"This indicates recognition of a 
problem and the need to address it, 
mainly how to get better value out 
of our wood resource. 

"We're not going to lose the 
momentum of the conference now. 

"In the next week or two a com
mittee will meet to set up groups to 
investigate the suggestions that were 
made in the seminar.'' 
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Organising committee member 
and Forest Products Association 
Manager Cam Kneen said one of the 
major points was that the timber in
dustry needs to be integrated, that 
the industry is not just processors 
and swamillers, but CALM too, and 
each needs to work with the other. 

Phil said the conference served as 
an information session for the indus
try before the release of the Timber 
Strategy the following week. 

Papers from the seminar will be 
published and distributed to par
ticipants. 

Anyone else interested in receiving 
a copy should contact Cam Kneen , 
103 Colin Street, West Perth, or on 
322 2088. 

has recently transferred 
from Busselton, where she 
was a research scientist in 
pine silviculture, to Land
scape and Recreation 
Branch at Murdoch House. 

Pine silviculture research 
and social research may 
seem disparate, but Luisa 
has had no problems mak
ing the change. 

"The scientific metho
dology used in each is simi
lar and I've found the 
change a very interesting 
challenge," Luisa said. 

She is just finishing the 
first phase of the project, 
which includes assessing 
what information the 
Department already has on 
the subject by interviewing 
officers in each district and 
region. 

This "information" is 
often the experience of na
tional park rangers, obser
vations and notes they have 
gathered over the years 
while working in a park. 

Luisa was born in 
Mozambique (East 
Africa). 

With a deep interest in 
nature and botany, she 
studied silviculture at Lis
bon University in Portugal 
and came to WA to join 
her family in 1979. 

Her first job, with the 
former Department of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, was 
drawing botanical illustra
tions for Research Scientist 
Steve Hopper, and Barbara 
Rye, botanist with the 
Department of Agri
culture's Herbarium . 

In 1981 she started doing 
research in second rotation 
pine silviculture at Wan-

neroo, then moved to Bus
selton in 1985. 

Luisa said: "There has 
been a lot of research done 
into the biological 
resource, but the way peo
ple use and perceive differ
ent lands hasn't been 
assessed in a scientific 
manner.'' 

Luisa has been research
ing a number of techniques 
to use, including surveys 
and interviews, observa
tion, traffic counts, study
ing photographs to analyse 
visitor use, entry counts for 
national parks and assess
ing the impact on vege
tation. 

Her own interest in com
puters will go a long way in 
establishing a data base 
with all this information. 

A committee comprised 
of Jim Sharp, Sue Moore, 
David Ward, George 
Malajczuk and Ian Her
ford are providing advice 
and guidance in the de
velopment of the 
programme. 

In Stage II, all the infor
mation will be collated and 
assessed . 

Stage III will see a pro
posed visitor use informa
tion system developed 
based on the outcome of 
the first two stages . 

In the final stage, the ap
proved system will be put 
into use in the field with 
one or more districts in a 
pilot study to evaluate the 
system. 

Once debugged, the sys
tem will be put into effect 
department-wide. 

Safety 
program 
success 

IN CALM's short histo
ry, it has only happened 
twice: we scored a zero. 

Now you may think that 
a zero isn't any achieve
ment at all, and in sport or 
life you're right, but in 
Safety circles, it makes us ... 
jump for joy. 

In November 1986 am, -
March 1987 no CALM 
staff were inolved in lost
time injury accidents. 

To add to the achieve
ment, in March only nine 
people visited the doctor 
for work-related injuries. 

The combined medical 
and lost-time accident rate 
is at its lowest point since 
1966. 

From all staff in Person
nel Branch and particular
ly the Safety Section, 
congratulations on the ef
fort of all CALM staff. 

I look forward to 
recording more zeroes in 
the near future - TOM 
WOOD. 

REGROWTH KARRI 
TREATMENT TRIALS 

By LACHLAN McCA W 
SEVERAL operational trials recently started by Manjimup Research staff 

and districts in the Southern Forest Region will help evaluate alternative treat
ments for young regrowth. 

Results from two trials Half the area was cently burnt stand, and al
lowed any trees damaged 
by the initial fire to be 
removed. 

should assist managers in thinned along parallel 
making the appropriate strips; half thinned to the 
choice of a combination of best 200 trees/ha, which 
thinning and burning tech- had been marked for 
niques. retention. The results of this treat

ment will be compared 
with those from other tri
als where similar regrowth 
has been thinned without a 
prior burn. 

By about age 15 most 
karri stands would benefit 
from thinning to maximise 
the growth potential of the 
best trees and salvage the 
wood in stems that would 
otherwise die. 

At the same time young 
stands have also reached 
the stage where future crop 
trees are taller and thick
barked enough to with
stand low intensity fire. 

The first trial involved 
prescribed burning of 40ha 
of 17-year-old karri forest 
in Gray Block, Manjimup 
District, with techniques 
developed by Fire Research 
staff at Manjimup. 

Complicated 
Several factors compli

cated the burn, including 
the unusually dry condi
tions, the large amount of 
fuel in adjacent forest and 
the steep terrain. 

Crews from Manjimup 
and Nannup districts were 
on hand to light the fires at 
selected points around the 
perimeter of the burn and 
along a central track. 

The condition and 
growth of the trees will be 
monitored for several 
years. 

In a second trial, 3ha of 
15-year-old regrowth forest 
in Warren Block, Pember
ton District, were thinned. 

The Warren stand had 
been burnt only two years 
before in another trial, and 
so had only low quantities 
of fuel, which meant that 
the thinning debris could 
be burnt with little risk of 
damage to the retained 
trees . 

The thinning was aided 
by good visibility in the re-

Given the large area and 
variable nature of the 
regrowth forest, it is likely 
that various combinations 
of thinning and burning 
will be done in different 
stands. 

E. Perth cemetery 
history written -

PART of the early history of Perth can be told 
through the headstones of the East Perth Cemetery, 
and a document that makes that history lesson even 
more intriguing has been produced by the Royal 
WA Historical Society and CALM. 

The three-volume journal - "East Perth Cemetery, 
Restmg Place of Western Australian Pioneers" - is an 
extensive record of information from tombstones the 
styles and symbolism of different monuments, the ~tate 
of preservation of sites and a full history of the cemetery. 

The data for the work is from a three-year survey of 
the cemetery by Dr James Richardson, Research Officer 
with the Historical Society, and National Park Ranger 
David "Taffy" Davies. 

A presentation was held at the Alexander Library re
cently to hand over copies of the document to the Battye 
Library. 

Mrs Margaret Metcalfe, head librarian of the Battye 
Library, was on hand to accept the documents. 




