
SEA LION 
ELUDES 

RESCUERS 
By COLLEEN HENRY-HALL 

A young male sea-lion with a plastic strap stuck 
around its neck has been eluding capture for months. 

Wildlife Officer Geoff 
Hanley became so in­
volved in the animal's 
capture that he took part 
in the latest capture at­
tempt at Carnac when he 
should have been home in 
bed. 

Alan Danks (left), Alan Rose (centre) and Ian Wheeler examine an elliot trap and 
drift fence used to catch Noisy Scrub-Birds at Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve: 

Supervising Wildlife Of­
ficer Doug Coughran had 
orchestrated the lead up to 
the capture all week, and 
on Friday he had managed 
to get seven or eight other 
able-bodied CALM staff, a 
vet and two vet students 
from Murdoch University 
and me, the recorder, on 
the island for the capture. 

After many discussions 
on how to catch the sea­
lion, and one aborted try 
when he became alarmed at 
the mass of people moving 
toward him stealthily, it 
was decided Doug and the 
vet would don wetsuits and 
creep up on the sea-lion 
from the water. 

It almost worked. Doug 
got the net over the lung­
ing animal, but with one 
flip of its nose it dislodged 
the net and the two grown 
men and headed for the 
water, where it stopped to 
look back with wary 
distrust at all the people on 
the beach. 

Aerial 
forest 
survey/ 

By 
PAUL BIGGS 

Noisy Scrub-bird HOW much timber 
is in the jarrah forest? 

That's the brief for 
CALM's Inventory 
Branch as they start an 
extensive inventory of 
timber volumes in the jar­
rah forest, a task to be 
completed by 1991. 

By COLLEEN HENRY-HALL 
THE rain was pouring down at Two 

Peoples Bay Nature Reserve. 
It was going to be a slow day, an oddity for the 

people working on the latest translocation of the 
Noisy Scrub-bird. 

Although the lack of wind 
would have been perfect for 
catching male Scrub-Birds 
with the mist net, Project 
Coordinator and Reserve 
Manager Alan Danks will 
not handle the birds if they 
get wet because they lose 
body heat quickly. 

The translocation of this 
rare species of almost flightless 
bird will establish colonies 
away fron the main population 
at Two Peoples Bay. 

This is the third transloca­
tion: the first, to Manypeaks 
in 1985, the second to Nuyts 
Wilderness in the Walpole­
Nornalup National Park in 
1986, and the third this year to 
a different spot in the park. 

It 's an operation that would 
be impossible without the help 
of many dedicated volunteers 
and CALM staff over six 
weeks, 12 hours a day, seven 
days a week, of hard, slogging 
work. 

The "help" on this day and 
over many of the last few 
weeks came from Manjimup 
Forest Ranger Ian Wheeler, 
Stirling National Park Ranger 
Alan Rose, Otto Meuller and 
Arvy Pocock . 

Alan said people volunteer 
to help because they're in­
terested in working with birds 
and intrigued by the fact that 
these are an endangered 
species. 

They also want to learn 
about the unique management 
techniques used on the reserve, 
and because " it's an oppor-

tunity to see Two Peoples 
from a different point of 
view.'' 

The work requires fitness -
many hours are spent in the 
bush looking for nests 
(necessary for the capture of 
female Scrub-Birds), and at 
release, it 's often a half-day's 
walk in the bush with a bird in 
a box strapped on your back. 

It requires patience - a cap­
ture method for the male 
Scrub-Bird uses a tape­
recorded territorial call to lure 
the bird to the net, which often 
means 10 to 15 minutes of ab­
solute stillness followed by in­
stant action when the bird is in 
the right spot. 

It is laborious -,- to set up 
the mist net, a 2m line of scrub 
has to be cleared; a metres­
long drift fence must be set up 
in another capture method. 

But talk to anyone who has 
worked on a translocation and 
you'll know it is all worth it. 

Ian talked about the Sunday 
they released the five birds: "It 
was great because as soon as 
I let this male out, he sang." 

Singing establishes male ter­
ritory, and setting up ter­
ritories will be a key factor in 
the birds' survival in their new 
home. 

There is the tension and ex­
citement of crouching in the 
bush, waiting for a small, rare 
bird to launch itself into your 
mistnet. 

Alan Danks said: "Once 
you miss, there's no second 
try, because that male is 
unlikely to make the same 
mistake twice." 

on move 
Alan likes to have a core of 

people who come back year 
after year, people who do the 
demanding job of mistnet 
capture . 

First-time volunteers look 
after the birds that have been 
captured , tend the drift lines, 
look for nests . 

Ideally they should spend 
the entire six weeks working on 
the project; if they can spend 
only one or two weeks, they 
don ' t have enough time to 
learn all they should. 

Each volunteer requires in­
tensive induction and supervi­
sion, so Alan wants only a few 
first-time volunteers. 

He said: " It's an excellent 
opportunity for people to 
become involved in and see the 

Reserve and do work they 
wouldn't normally be doing. 

Here too they have contact 
with a species that has a place 
in the folklore and history of 
WA. 

The success of this year's 
translocation of 15 birds, eight 
male and seven female, won't 
be known for at least a couple 
of years: only by monitoring 
the area for male song will 
Alan be able to tell if ter­
ritories have been set up. 

The first job after releasing 
them is to find them, Alan 
said, and that has proven dif­
ficult in Walpole-Nornalup. 

"This will be the last lot 
to the Park until we get 
evidence of their breeding 
there," he said. 

Doug hadn't thought to 
contact the sea-lion to 
make sure he was going to 
be there, but he showed up 
anyway. 

The forces gathered 
from all points: the first 
boatload of Wildlife Of­
ficers - with Trevor 
Walley, Matt Warnock and 
Geoff Hanley on board -
left Fremantle at 10am, to 
see if the sea-lion was on 
the island . 

The boat then headed 
back to pick up Doug, 
the vet and the students. 

Meanwhile, Marmion 
Marine Park Manager 
Greg Po bar, Metropolitan 
Operations Officer G·or­
don Graham and two 
Metropolitan wages staff 
were coming from 
Woodman Point to help 
out. 

Skiing 
Doug said afterward that 

he was sure he would have 
gone barefoot skiing had 
he held on much longer. 

Another attempt was 
made a week later. 

The Wildlife Officer put 
one foot on Carnac Island 
and the sea-lion was into 
the water. 

But the wildlife officers 
don't give up easily, and 
they'll try again soon, this 
time using a net, ap­
proaching by water, and 
flinging it over him when 
the sea-lion charges for 
the water, as it will in­
evitably do. 

What was that about 
barefoot skiing, Doug? 

TREE-RATS STUDY IN N-W 
By GORDON 

FRIEND 
WILDLIFE resear­

chers from three States 
recently teamed up to 
study three species of 
tree-rate in a remote area 
of the Kimberley. 

I joined Anne Kerle , 
Mike Fleming (N.T. Con­
servation Commission, Alice 
Springs), Cath Kemper (S.A. 
Museum) and Marie Senn 
(University of Adelaide) for 
three weeks in the Mitchell 
Plateau area where popula­
tions of the Brush-tailed 
Rabbit-rat, Golden-backed 
Tree-rat and Blac-footed 

Tree-rat occur. 
Although these species had 

been recorded from the area in 
earlier surveys by CALM and 
WA Museum personnel, 
detailed information on the 
species' respective habitat 
preferences, nest sites and 
feeding and general behaviour 
in the wild was lacking. 

The team located relatively 
large populations of the Brush­
tai led and Golden-backed 
species, and four individuals (2 
male, 2 female) of the latter 
species were fitted with radio­
collars and tracked for about 
a week. 

the N.T., a small population 
of this species (listed as rare in 
W.A.) was also located at the 
Mitchell Plateau. 

Interestingly, the tall open­
forest with a dense shrubby 
understorey preferred by the 
Black-footed Tree-rats, seems 
uncommon in the Kimberley. A sub-adult animal was 

nested in several hollow E. 
mrnrnta trees and also Analysis of the habitat and 
Livistona palms, and frequent- diet data should enable us to 
ly travelled large distances more closely define the re­
(500m) to feed on flowering quirements of these species, 
Eucalyptus tretrodonta trees and point to ways of conserv­
on a scree slope at the edge of ing these fascinating , but un-

Si'f Etv iiiRos 
MANJIMUP and Walpole staff recently qualified for the Ex­

ecutive Directors personal Safety Awards. 
On August 14, Dr Shea accompani_ed by D!an!le Knight 

and Julie Anderson from Recor.ds, typ1st-recephomst Sharon 
Eccleston, Registrar Jim Adams, Como Administration Officer 
John Ireland, and Safety Officer Tom Wood flew to Walpole. 

The inventory will 
cover 1.25 million hec­
tares of production 
forest, a job that would 
exceed the four-year 
deadline using the usual 
methods of sample plots 
measured by assessors on 
the ground. 

So something much 
quicker and cheaper was 
needed, something using 
a combination of ground 
plots and measurement of 
trees from aerial 
photographs. 

A project team, led by 
myself, with Mapping 
Branch's Peter Bowen 
and Des Muir, and Firr·· 
Protection's Gerard va1. 
Diden and Bob Selkirk, 
is investigating the 
possibilities. 

The system required 
for these aerial 
photographs is based on 
twin cameras fired 
simultaneously to give a 
stereo pair of 
photographs. 

The scale of the 
photographs can be ac­
curately calculated 
without any ground 
measurements since the 
camera separation is 
known. 

The photographic 
system was tested in 
August using a hired 
helicopter and mounts 
for the cameras borrow­
ed from Telecom . 

STAFF NEWS 

This provided valuable new 
information and showed that 
the Golden-backed Tree-rats in 
the study . area were living in 
hollows in old Eucalyptus 
miniata trees, but feeding in 
fruiting trees along a scree 
slope bordering deciduous vine 
thicket. 

The Brush-tailed species was 
most common in low open 
Eucalyptus woodland with a 
sparse to dense grassy 
understorey. 

The award ceremony for the 36 personnel from Walpole took 
place in the Walpole Country Club. 

Following the presentation of rechargeable torches, the local 
ladies provided a bountiful spread of food for lunch. 

The award ceremony for the 125 Manjimup Personnel took 
place outside in the gardens of the District Office. 

The aim was to test the 
feasibility of the twin 
camera system before in­
vesting in manufacturing 
larger mounts of our 
own. . 

Field work was done in 
September to see whether 
the measurements made 
on the photographf 
checked out on th1. 
ground. 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
David Gorddard, who 

completed a Forestry 
cadetship in 1986 was ap­
pointed as Assistant 
District Forest Officer, 
Silviculture Branch, 
Manjimup. 

Cornelia Ill as Clerical 
Officer, Collie and Colette 
Ware to a similar position 
in Karratha. 

Darryl Glover as Forest 
Ranger (Ops) at Nannup 
and Kerri McDonald as 
Analyst/ Programmer at 
Como . 

ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT 

Drew Haswell, 
Manager, Metro Region 
has been awarded the 
degree of Master of 
Science. 

PROMOTIONS 
Ian Kealley to Manager, 

Goldfields Region; Paul 
Frewer to Planning Of­
ficer, Planning Branch; 
Clete Mathews to Admin 
Assistant, Wood vale 
Research Centre; Drew 
Griffiths to Projects Of­
ficer, Recreation and 
Landscape Management 
Branch; Mark Brabazon to 
Private Secretary to the 
Hon Minister. 

Sharon Sanderson to 
Forest Ranger (Tech), Bun­
bury Inventory; Ross Mead 
to District Forester, Fire 
Protection Branch and 
Dave McMillan is leaving 
Karratha on promotion to 
Forester, Gold fields 
Region . Wayne Keals to 
Forester, Timber Produc­
tion, Manjimup. Jim 
Shugg to Forester, 
Production. 

RETIREMENTS 
Frank Townsend, 

Forester (Admin), Central 
Forest Region retired from 
the Sunbury office on 
September 2 after 26 years 
with CALM, all of which 
time was spent in the South 
West. 

TRANSFERS 
During August, Bob 

Hagan transferred from 
Pemberton to District 
Manager, Manjimup and 
Keith Sclater replaced 
him as District Manager, 
Pemberton. Robert 
Germantse transferred to 
Districts Manager, 
Katanning and Ken 
Wallace Manager, 
Wheatbelt Region 

With knowledge of the 
Black-footed species' habitat 
preferences in the Top End of 

Again rechargeable torches were the award item. 
Following the ceremony all present enjoyed the hospitality ar­

ranged by Manjimup. 
Both groups also received a Safety Achievement certificate 

from the Industrial Foundation for Accident Prevention - TOM 
WOOD. 

A final analysis of the 
system should be com­
pleted by November,. 

relocated to Narrogin. HE'5 NoT A51<1NG ABouT ouR 
John Rooney, Forester, Tol'lcATs, HE WANTS To 

Goldfields Region transfer- '",,.:.. KN0',,,1 IF WE ~AVE ANY ooG5 
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