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Ranger's barbecue breakthrough 
KALBARRI National Park 

Ranger Roy Harris has come 
up with a cheap, workable 
design for a gas barbecue that 
removes much of the fire threat 
and the need for wood supplies. 

Its rugged, innovative construc
tion means that it needs little 
maintenance. 

Roy said it has only been since 
the amalgamation that he has had 
the time and the resources to look 
for alternatives to the way things 
have been done in the Park in the 
past. 

"We still try to encourage peo
ple to bring their own gas stoves in-
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AFTER many years of 

service, the old makeshift 
boat landing at Geikie 
Gorge National Park has 
been replaced by a much 
needed new docking 
facility. 

The old landing was an 
ingenious improvisation of 
two old tour boats, coupl
ed together and decked 
with plywood. 

This was only a tem
porary arrangement that 
remained in use much 
longer than intended and 
was getting pretty 
dilapidated. 

The new pontoon-type 
landing, which is con
structed entirely of 
aluminium and attached to 
a concrete anchor block by 
a hinged walkway is, by 
contrast, a very up-to-date 
facility which offers easy 
access to the tour boats and 
is a pleasure to work on. -
REX WAKER. 

to the Park, but there is this option 
for people who didn't bring their 
own," Roy said. 

Roy estimated that it costs $350 
to supply gas to run the barbecue 
for a year, while it costs four to five 
times that amount to supply a 
wood barbecue. 

Gas cylinders and a burner below 
a steel plate are surrounded by a 
wire mesh frame to ensure the 
cylinders stay put. 

Its features include the absence 
of brick and tile, which quickly 
becomes greasy, and a sloped plate 
that lets the fat run onto the ground 
at the back. 

Roy built the prototype of the 

gas barbecue himself. 
Apart from the burner, bottles 

and plate, the materials he used 
were found lying around the 
workshop . 

The first barbecue is in Kalbarri 
National Park, with more schedul
ed to be built when its performance 
has been proven. 

The barbecue design has also 
been picked up by rangers in Nam
bung National Park . 

Roy said: " I've had positive 
feedback from the public, and have 
even found people walking around 
with coins and trying to find 
someone to pay.'' 
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By ALAN WILLS 
THE recent felling of five pines at SOHQ to make room for 

proposed extensions to the Como Research Building aroused 
interest among research staff about the origins and early history 

of the Collier Pine Plantation. 
Planting the area with 

pines was first proposed by 
the Conservator of Forests 
in July 1924. 

Clearing for the nursery 
began in February 1925 on 
the edge of the swamp 
behind what is now the 
South Perth rubbish 
transfer facility. 

Sowing the nursery and 
construction of accommo
dation for the assistant 
forester in charge were 
completed that year. 

The first plantings were 
in July 1926 about where 
the Department of Agri
culture is sited. 

Planting continued 
annually until 1937 when 
the last pines were planted 
in what is now the south
west.em corner of Curtin 
campus. 

By 1937 about 400ha of 
pines had been planted. 

During the early 1930s, 
while Australia was 
succumbing to the postwar 
Depression, unemployed 
workers planted the pines 
under the direction of 
experienced Forests 
Department personnel. 

site in 1965, and later 
establishment of lawns and 
reticulation, the growth 
ring size increased 
dramatically . 

This growth increase was 
such that the trees 
produced about eight times 
the amount of wood in 
their last 22 years 
compared to their first 36. 

In this light, it is 
somewhat ironic that the 
trees derived great benefit 
from the earlier building 
programme, yet met their 
destruction for a building 
programme now shelved . 

When considering 
present developments in 
the lands once constituting 
the Collier Pine Plantation 
it is useful to also consider 
attitudes to the plantation 
at the time of its planting. 

An article from The 
West Australian, on 
October 8, 1931, said that 
"the area at South Perth 
would have a very special 
interest and value in future 
years as a suburban pine 
forest which may rival 
Kings Park as one of the 
attractions of the 
metropolitan area." 

NEWS UPDATE FROM 
The seed for the 

plantings were derived 
from Portuguese and 
French strains of the 
Maritime pine, Pinus 
pinaster. 

The pines recently felled 
near the Research Building 
were Leiria, a Portuguese 
strain planted in 1929. 

While the area has not 
become an idyllic park
land, the plantation holds 
manifold value for the 
area, with its principal 
value derived from the 
many public facilities it 
now contains. 

By ROSALIE HOLLANDS 
WITH the tourist season drawing to a 

close in the Kimberleys, it's a good time for 
a few words on the activities in Geikie 
Gorge and Windjana Gorge National 
Parks. 

The very light wet this 
year meant the tourists 
started arriving early and 
came in exceptionally large 
numbers. 

Ranger Ron Hollands 
was in charge of both 
parks, and there were four 
mobiles at Geikie : Kevin 
Hughes, Rex Walker , 
Gerry Deegan and Jim 
Wolfenden, and two 
mobiles at Windjana: Neil 
Scott and Ernie Fagan. 

A new house and large 
shed in Fitzroy Crossing 
has enabled the office work 
and storage of boats and 
equipment to be more 
manageable, remembering 
that we are often high and 
dry from the floods. 

The usual bouts of 
minor equipment 
breakdown and irate 
tourists when the showers 
and water went "on strike" 
were endured by all rangers 
with great stoicism. 

A new boat landing 
arrived and after much 
puzzling thought by the 
staff, it was found some 
alterations were needed to 
a_dapt it to the depth of the 
nver. 

It is now much admired 
and very safe for the 
boating tourists to use . 

We had a flow of Como 
staff coming through 
(wonder why they always 
come during the winter 
months?) and a recreation 
course was held here 
during May with all 
Kimberley staff joining in . 

The Auditors arrived in 
July and Peter Kimber has 
just left us. 

Communications 
Branch sent Gery 
Robinson up to check out 
the radios while Landscape 
Architect Richard Ham
mond has visited us twice 
and now we're in the midst 
of having a new camping 

THE NORTH 
area laid out, and after all 
these years, Geikie will 
have blacktop roads in the 
park . . 

The MRD has realigned 
and sealed some sections of 
the road out to Geikie as 
well. 

The "bara" are starting 
to bite again and there have 
been some good ones 
caught. 

Ernie Fagan and Neil 
Scott have also been busy 
over at Windjana with two 
very nice mobile pads being 
built with all mod cons. 

New shower blocks are 
on the rise and they have 
had the park camping areas 
refenced and a grid put in, 
information bays have 
been erected and stone 

portals also at Windjana 
and Tunnel Creek. 

Tourists have also been 
pro Ii fie here this season. 

With the busy season 
over, it's time for these 
rangers who have been 
working so hard to take 
well earned holidays , and 
we hope all enjoy their time 
off. 

Tree book 'a 
THE recently publish

ed "Esperance Tree 
Book" not only will 
help in the conservation 
of soil, but serves as a 
showcase for the exper
tise of CALM's ad
visory officers. 

The book covers 
everything anyone ever 
wanted to know about tree 
planting around 

showcase' 
Esperance. visory officers based at 

Como, Narrogin, Gerald
ton and Manjimup, and 
other officers who handle 
extension enquiries part
time at many district and 
regional offices and 
nurseries. 

The growth rings of 
these trees indicate the 
problems faced by pines 
growing on poor sandy 
soils. 

The trees were planted 
very densely by today's 
standards at about 1000 
trees per acre. 

Thinning in 1947-48 and 
1956 had no noticeable 
effect on growth ring size, 
a testament to the intense 
competition for resources . 

Subsequent to clearing 
for the Research Building 

No less important is the 
relief it provides from the 
surrounding high density 
residential suburbs. 

Their expertise is in great 
demand by farmers, par
ticularly in tree planting, 
direct seeding and regen
eration for soil 
conservation. 

"The Esperance Tree 
Book" is available at 
CALM and Agriculture 
Department offices at 
Esperance, and from 
Como, at $4 a copy. 

ATTACK ON ISLAND 

Klaus Tiedemann, Of
ficer in Charge at 
Esperance, helped compile 
and edit the book with a 
local farmer, as well as 
writing a chapter on tree 
planting and appendices on 
species selection and their 
uses . 

Peter Richmond, a 
CALM forester who 
retired last year, wrote the 
introduction in which he 
recalled the contribution 
that foresters have made to 
tree planting schemes in the 
region. 

Cycleway relocated 
CALM is trying to rid 

Garden Island of the 
Arum lily. 

This flower was very 
popular during the 1940s 
and 50s when it was 
transported to Garden 
Island as a house plant. 

The lily has spread 
around the island because 
of their rapid growth and 
adaptation to adverse 
environmental conditions. 

It seems a beautiful 
flower, however, it com
petes for space occupied. by 
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native flora and disturbs 
the habitats of island 
fauna. 

This is the first time 
CALM has tried to control 
the iily. 

Garden Island Ranger 

Wayne Taylor and forester 
Bob Selkirk, both who 
have expertise in aerial 
interpretation, flew in a 
naval helicopter to observe 
the distribution of the lily 
while in flower. 

The flowering lilies will 
be sprayed by hand. 

Jenny Cargeeg is a Year 
10 student from Corpus 
Christi College who did a 
week's work experience 
with CALM's Publication 
Branch. 

Richard Moore wrote a 
comprehensive chapter on 
agroforestry and the pro
spect for pine production. 

The book was funded by 
the National Soil Conser
vation Project with 
assistance from CALM 
and the Department of 
Agriculture . 

CALM has specialist ad-

By CORRINA CARR 
THE public cycleway that winds its 

way through the Alfred Cove Nature 
Reserve is being relocated . 

The old cycleway, though a little 
overgrown, is frequently used by the 
public. 

CALM staff working on the project are 
Terry Bloomer, Glen Hughs, Ray Under
wood and Richard Stone, with Planning 
Officer Leon Griffiths supervising. 

The old cycleway will be turned back 
into natural vegetation. 

The new cycleway will have 2000 trees 

planted along the outer edge, and a black 
coated PVC fence to keep children and 
dogs out of the reserve area . 

The limestone foundation took a week 
to lay before contractors bitumenised the 
surface. 

Four truck loads of crushed limestone 
were needed for the job, then a 2m wide 
strip of bitumen was put on then rolled 
and levelled. 

The CALM staff used a small roller to 
compact the limestone, and the contrac
tors used their machinery. 

The whole project will be a benefit to 
the cyclists who use the cycleway as it is 
wider and a lot less hazardous . 




