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National Fire Conference 

MANAGEMENT 
MAJOR THEME 

By LACHLAN McCA W 
FIRE management on nature conservation lands was the focus 

of a five-day workshop hosted by CALM and organised by Man
jimup Fire Research, in October. 
The session attracted par- propriate management 

1 ticipants from all States strategies, cooperational 
and territories , represen- considerations and con
ting conservation land straints; requirements for 
management agencies, monitoring; social factors 
rural fire authorities, the and public involvement. 
voluntary conservation Speakers provided ex
movement, CSIRO and amples from a wide range 
tertiary institutions . of environments 

In the first two days of throughout Australia. 

tional Park provided a 
focus for discussion of a 
number of issues including 
protection requirements 
for coastal settlements, 
rabbit grazing in coastal 
vegetation following fire , 
and the specific problems 
posed by the large number 
of caves in the area. 

Trevor Smith and Peter Henderson inspect historic timber baulks on a Lake Clifton 
property near Yalgorup National Park. 

the workshop, speakers ad- Executive Director Syd 
dressed a number of im- Shea gave the opening ad
porta-nt fire management dress and also spoke on the 
themes including: setting role of public participation 
fire management objec- in fire management. 
tives; deciding critical data A field trip in the 
requirements; selecting ap- Leeuwin-Naturaliste Na-

For the final two days of 
the workshop, the par
ticipants were put into syn
dicates of six to eight peo
ple to examine the pro
cedures involved in prepar
ing fire management plans 
for nature conservation 
lands. 

RANGER Trevor 
Smith has made a 
historic find on a farm 
adjoining the 
Yalgorup National 
Park. 

Stopping in for lunch 
on a recent patrol Trevor 
noticed two large baulks 
of unusual timber lying in 
a paddock. 

He later showed the 
timber to his district 
manager, Peter Hender-

RANGER MAKES 
HISTORIC FIND 

son, who took a small 
sample for identification, 
and contacted the farm's 
owner, Mr Peter McLar
ty, for details . 

The timber has turned 

out to be Indian Teak. 
Mr McLarty has recall

ed that his grandfather 
found a teak log washed 
up on the beach over 100 
years ago, and snipped it 

to the farm for pitsawing 
on site. 

Some of the fittings 
and furniture in the house 
were constructed of teak 
from the log . 

CALM has offered to 
help pick up the historic 
timber baulks and ar
range for them to be pro
perly conserved and 
displayed in a museum, 
and Mr McLarty has 
wished us well in the 
project . 

Lyric for our 
five fighters 

By TONY MOUNT, Tasmanian 
Forestry Commission 

BECAUSE the winter weather kept them office-bound 
together 

The Manjimup Researchers had nothing much to do 
So they all jumped to attention when they heard 

somebody mention 

As part of this exercise 
each syndicate was given a 
case study based on a con
servation reserve in WA. 

The reserves chosen were 
Walpole-Nornalup Na
tional Park, Dryandra 
Forest, Fitzgerald River 
National Park and 
Hamersley Range National 
Park. 

Nematode counters 
That " Sydney wants a workshop to bring the experts 

to". 
So they sent to each a Jetter saying "If you 've got 

nothing better 
To do in '87 why not come to our fair land 
Together we will fashion with skill and art and passion 
An everlasting method of how fires should be plann-

CALM staff with ex
perience in each of these 
were on hand to provide 
detailed local knowledge, 
and a wide range of other 
resource information was 
also available. 

Workshop convenors 
Neil Burrows and Lachlan 
McCaw were generally 
pleased with the outcome 
of the workshop . 

By COLLEEN HENRY-HALL 
PARASITIC nematodes are proving to 

be the best weapon in the fight against a 
wasp that is killing pines. 

More than a million 
Pinus Radiata trees have 
died in southeastern South 
Australia and western Vic
toria after attacks by the 
wasp Sirex noctilio. 

The nematode works in 
two ways to control the 
spread of the Sirex wasp: it 
invades the wasp's eggs, 
and feeds on the fungus in
tended for the wasp; or it 
parasitises Sirex larvae, 
rendering them sterile in 
their adult phase. 

Pine wasp ed." 
The leaders of the party, under watchful eye of Smarty 
Were Neil, Lachie, Michelle Prie and all their motley 

band 
They gathered us together with promises of weather 
With sun forever shining - far too hot for us to stand 
So when the sun shone brightly - they schooled us 

Neil said: "The syn
dicate exercise highlighted 
a number of important 
steps in the fire manage
ment planning process, and 
these should for a useful 
checklist for planners in the 
future . '' 

The wasp has not yet 
been recorded in WA, but 
it has invaded all other 
States and could l:ie in
troduced here in the future. 

Research into the control 
of the wasp is being carried 
out by Dr Ross Field, of 
the Keith Turnbull 
Research Institute, Land 
Protection Division of the 
Department of Conserva
tion , Forests and Lands, 
Victoria. 

Dr Field addressed the 
most recent seminar in 
CALM's research seminar 
series . 

The most recent attack 
has prompted a step-up in 
an inoculation programme 
using the nematode 
Deladenus siricidicola. 

"If we can inoculate 
about 20 per cent of the 
dead trees that are playing 
host to Sirex, we might 
have some chance of 
noticeably decreasing the 
wasp population next 
year," Dr Field said . 

But he added that he 
thought the one-million 
tree death estimate was 
conservative, and that on
ly about 150,000 trees 
could be inoculated, a far 
lower number than was 
necessary to control the 
wasps . 

"The problem could be 
just as bad next year," he 
said. 

Trees are actually killed 
by the fungus that the egg
laying female injects with 
her eggs into the tree . 

The female will only lay 
eggs in stressed trees, ones 
that have undergone recent 
thinning , are not getting 
enough water or have 
recently had a fire through 
them. 

Early symptoms of wasp 
infestation are drops of sap 
from the egg holes. 

Other signs are red or 
brown tops of stricken 
trees, resin flows, and 
fungal stains in the bark . 

Dr field said " Sirex is 
here to stay, and there will 
always be some en
vironmental factor over 
which we will have no con
trol, such as drought and 
fire, that will provide Sirex 
with suitable trees." 

He did suggest a number 
of ways to decrease the 

NATIONAL Park Rangers Noel Nannup, Bruce 
Woodley and Robert Cheedy came in for high praise 

cl' lately from the police at Port Hedland for their help in 
a search for a missing man at Millstream. 

And Pilbara Regional -Manger Tony Start also some 
good words for the three: "I would like to add my own 

-, thanks to you for your immediate and thorough 
1: response to the call for assistance. 

"I know that the police place great reliability on the 
effectiveness of national park rangers in emergency 
situations. 

"It is your response to calls such as this one that has 
earned the reputation you have." 

Staff news--
Two Visit Thailand 
Allan Briggs, Regional 

Leader Planning, and 
Warren Tacey, Planning 
Liaison Officer both 
from the Northern Forest 
Region, left late in Oc
tober on a six-week 
Rotary Group Study Ex
change visit to Thailand. 
While there, they will 
study forestry in northern 
Thailand and make 
business and similar work 

Appointments 
Hugh Clift has been 

appointed Librarian-in
Charge at Woodvale. 

Promotions 
Aubrey Fretz has been 

appointed sub-accountant 
at Como. Ms Rae Bur
rows has been promoted 
to Education Officer, 
Manjimup. 

Transfers 
David McMillan, 

Forester, from Karratha 
Tr ' 

Mead, Forester, Dwell
ingup to Karratha. 

Rob McGeachin has 
been seconded to State 
Treasury . He has been 
replaced by Lorraine 
Doherty from the same 
Department. 

Retirement 
Deryck Woodford, 

Timber Production, 
Como, has retired after 
10 years ' service beginn
i~g jn Regj_stration with 

possible occurrence of 
Sirex: 

• timely selective thin
ning or reduced tree com
petition and the removal of 
suppressed, deformed, 
multi-stemmed trees and 
those that are dying or 
diseased; 

• early salvage of trees 
damaged by wind , hail and 
lightning; 

• minimise injury to 
trees from fire and 
silviculture practices ; 

• avoid planting on 
steep slopes where thinning 
can not be done; 

• restricting high prun
ing and noncommerical 
thinning to periods outside 
the insect 's flight season, 
between May and 
November; 

• and routine 
surveillance by foresters to 
check for infestation. 

day and nightly 
In a stuffy room near Busselton beside the tempting 

beach 
But when it started hailing outside they took us sailing 
To every fire problem that the old school bus could 

reach 
Thus when the rain stopped falling, 'twas then we heard 

them calling 
"It's time to start the syndicates so fire can be planned" 
So seven experts wrangled over fire problems tangled 
Up with people, parks and politics all up and down 

the land 
Side by side we worked together juggling fauna , fuel 

and weather 
Into one united document to deal with every fire 
Each group, its task completed, eight times to all 

repeated 
The measurable objectives to which we should aspire 
But now our task's completed and your problems we've 

defeated 
Home we now must wander back to bother and to fuss 
Adieu, CALM, you've collected, four park plans all 

corrected 
Now you must come back our way and do four for each 

of us! 

The workshop pro
ceedings will be published 
by CALM following 
editing of the papers and 
collation of results from 
the syndicate exercise. 

In addition to the formal 
programme, the workshop 
also provided a chance for 
CALM staff to discuss 
issues with counterparts 
from elsewhere in 
Australia. 

A slide show by Pilbara 
Regional Manager Tony 
Start, a limerick competi
tion, and a poem by after
dinner speaker Tony 
Mount contributed to a 
successful conference din
ner on the Thursday night. 

CALM News is the'Department of Conserva
tion and Land Management's monthly staff 

LAYMAN FACELIFT 
THE Layman picnic area, the site of the recent launch 

of the Ludlow Tuart National Park, will be renovated 
under the direction of Busselton District Forest Ranger 
Nick Read. 
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A loop road will be put through the picnic area, with 
barbecue sites and tables located adjacent. 

The car park will be upgraded to cater for buses and 
caravans and a greater number of cars. 

More picnic tables will be placed throughout the site. 
Nick said the walk trail, which passes a former saw pit 

and some older tuarts, will be upgraded and signposted 
with interpretive information and directions. 

He said the work is slated to be finished under next 
year's budget. 




