
RICK DUNLOP; a 
volunteer from the Socie
ty for Raptors, welcomes 
an injured osprey to his 
backyard in High 
Wycombe. 

weeks there when Exmouth District 
Manager Stephan Fritz received a 
call to see if the bird could be flown 
to Perth for proper care. 

birds. 
CALM regularly refers injured 

birds to Rick, who has 33 birds in 
the backyard: wedge-tailed eagles, 
falcons, sparrow hawks, a sea 
eagle, kites, swamp harriers and 
many varieties of owl. The bird, which has a broken left 

wing, was picked up at Exmouth . 

The bird was picked up at the 
airport by Wildlife Officer Trevor 
Walley . 

It had been looked after for five 

Rick will take the osprey to 101:.al 
vet Andy Keefe , who treats injured 

Neither Rick or Dr Keefe receive 
money for the work they do . 

Lacepede Islands 
RECENTLY Kimberley Region Wildlife Officer 

Mike Osborn, Technical Officer Andy Williams, 
and a work experience student from St Jones Col
lege, Darwin, Steven Storey, took a trip to the 
L;u;_eped~JsJ~11'1s .N:~Jui:~ Re§ei:ve_!i Qff the_co3st of 
Broome to erect new nature reserve signs, carry out 
a nesting seabird survey, and assess the impact of 
an intensive poisoning programme done in 
November 1986 to eradicate Rattus rattus (ship rats) 
from the island. 

At that time, Brown 
Booby nestlings were 
prolific and scattered all 
over the available 
nesting spaced on the 
islands. 

These nestlings can 
only be described as cute 
but gangly white balls of 
fluff. 

They will grow into 
adults capable of amaz
ing aerobatics once air-

borne, but their takeoffs 
and landings resemble 
the antics of an 
Irishman at the end of 
St Patrick's Day. 

Steve was so taken by 
the boobies and their 
mannerisms that he 
composed the following 
poem to commemorate 
his time spent on the 
islands MIKE 
OSBORN. 

Visited 
'B& Hedges 

winner 
GEOFF STONEMAN, 

Dwellingup Research, has 
been awarded the 1986 
Hedges Prize for his article 
" Wood Generated by 
Thinning in the Northern 
Jarrah Forest," published 
in Australian Forestry, Vol 
49, No. 2. 

The $40 award, by the 
Institute of Foresters of 
Australia, is given for the " 
best paper in Australia on 
forestry, by an author 
under 35 years of age. 

FRUITFUL 
By ROGER JAENSCH and RODNEY VERVEST 

ON a recent RAOU expedition to Lake MacLeod, the 14 
o~servers who braved wind, salt and mud were privilaged to 
witness spectacular concetrations of waders. 

Dense, swarm-like 
flocks, each comprising 
several thousand waders, 
rose off the mudflat during 
each day as the changeable 
wind shifted the shallow 
water back and forth . 

A total of 115,000 water
birds of 53 species was 
counted from surveys at 
the lake and over 111,000 
of these (27 species) were 
waders. 

With only five other sites 
in Australia known to sup
port more than 100,000 
waders , the expedition has 
shown that Lake MacLeod 
is of high national impor
tance for these birds. 

The most abundant 
species were the Banded 
Stilt (53,100) , Curlew 
Sandpiper (41 ,600) and 
Red-necked Stint (8300) 
and large numbers of the 
Red Knot and Red-necked 
Avocet were also counted . 

Rarer species sighted in
cluded the Asian Dowit
cher, Broad-billed Sand
piper and Mongolian 
Plover . 

Twenty-three of the 
species observed at Lake 
MacLeod are given inter
national protection by the 
Japan Australian 
Migratory Birds 
Agreement. 

On a separate expedition 
to Shark Bay, 14 RAOU 
observers conducted 
surveys by light aircraft, 
boat, motorbike and foot 

at sites selected for their 
potential to support 
waders . 

A total of 34,600 water
birds of 53 species was 
counted in the surveys, and 
25,100 of these birds (28 
species) were waders. 

Abundant species in the 
sample of birds identified 
in ground surveys included 
the Bar-tailed Godwit 
(I 580), Red-necked Stint 
(850) and Curlew Sand
piper (840), and more than 
7000 Pied Cormorants and 
8600 Banded Stilts were 
recorded in aerial surveys. 

Rarer species sighted in
cluded the Oriental Plover, 
Little Curlew and 
Mongolian Plover . 

Twenty-five of the 
species at Shark Bay are 
given international protec
tion by JAMBA. 

It is likely that Lake 
MacLeod and Shark Bay 
each support more than 
20,000 waders each year 
and are therefore of inter
national importance for 
waterbirds . 

In the national context, 
the counts of Banded Stilts 
and Curlew Sandpipers at 
Lake MacLeod are each 
the second highest on 
record and the count of 
Large Sand Plovers at 
Shark Bay is the fifth 
highest. 

In the WA context, the 
counts of many species 

were the second or third 
highest on record and were 
also high in the national 
context. 

A comprehensive report 
of the expedition is to be 
published in the RAOU 
Report series. 

The RAOU is under 
contract to CALM to con
duct this programme of ex
peditions to remote 
wetlands. 

Safety, 
health 

• praise 
CALM comes in for 

high praise in the final 
report of a visit to 
Australia by two of
ficers of the US Forest 
Service. 

Jerry Monesmith and 
Art Jukkala travelled 
throughout Australia on a 
technology exchange to 
find out more about our 
firefighting safety and 
health programme. 

Their final report recent
ly arrived on the desk of 
Fire Branch Manager Jock 
Smart. 

The report's ·section on 
general safety is devoted 
almost entirely to CALM's 
safety programme, a good 
reflection on our efforts 
here, Jock said. 

It states: "One of the 
most interesting and infor
mative discussions on safe
ty occurred during our visit 
to CALM." 

Mention is made of the 
annual safety schools con
ducted by IF AP , our 
system of district and 
regional safety officers, the 
commitment to safety at all 
levels of the department 
and CALM's use of the 
handbook "Safety and 
Bush Fire Control", which 
is "one of the better 
publications of this type 
that we have seen" . Geoff said: ''The paper 

described the amount of 
wood generated by thinn
ing to different levels in the 
jarrah forest. 

"Only a small amount 
of these thinnings are used 
under current utilisation 
practices, but there is much 
more that could be utilised 
if wood standards changed 
or more markets were 
developed for lower quali
ty wood." 

The second-year cadets, with Ranger Rick Allison at rear left, 
look more like surfers than students during their week-long 
session on marine park management at Marmion Marine 

CALM Safety Officer 
Tom Wood said he "was 
over the moon" about the 
report. 

He said: "We just show
ed them wh&t we have, why 
we have it and how we got 
it into place." 

Office facilities of this new CALM office 
are basic, but the district manager is 
delighted with current and projected 

"A problem that has 
been with us for 40 or SO 
years is that there are no 
uses for certain wood pro
ducts, and as a result we 
have not been able to effec
tively manage the jarrah 
forest for wood or water 
production. staffing levels. 

RARE PLANTS SAVED 
PLANTS of the rare and en

dangered Acacia anomala will be 
spared destruction thanks to the Shire 
of Swan and efforts by CALM 
Wildlife Officer Laurie Anderson. 

Years ago, a road in the shire was im
properly surveyed and a section of the 
road built on private property. 

The landowner recently requested his 
land back, which would have required a 
realignment, and this realignment would 
have destroyed a number of the rare 
plants. 

CALM Senior Clerk Flora Mike 
O'Donoghue said: "The Shire had two 
options, to give back the land, or buy it 
from the landowner. 

"It was simply through the Shire's 
goodwill and concern for rare flora that 
they decided to buy the land. 

"As far as l know, it's the only time 
a shire has gone to this extent to protect 
rare flora, and we're really pleased the 
Shire responded in such a positive 
way." 

Park. 

CADETS AT MARINE PARK As a result of their visit , 
the US National Wildfire 
Coordinating Group will 
look at CALM's fire sup
pression checklist to help 
ensure that principle inci
dent duties and respon
sibilities are fulfilled, and 
will review CALM's fire 
behaviour tables and Go
No-Go checklists to deter
mine if they are applicable 
to parts of the US. 

By RICK 
ALLISON 

IN November, 13 
second-year CALM 
cadets spent a week in 
the Metropolitan 
Region attending a 
marine park manage
ment seminar held by 
Marmion Marine Park 
Manager Greg Po bar. 

The cadets, all based in 
Dwellingup, were accom
modated on Penguin 
Island - a vast and not 
unpleasant contrast to the 
eucalypt forests of the 
Darling Range. 

The seminar involved all 
facets of marine 
management. 

Subjects of sessions in
cluded boat handling, safe
ty, park management and 

legislation, monitoring, in
terpretation , cetacean 
strandings , fisheries and 
practical experience such as 
snorkelling. 

tributed to the programme. 

CALM Wildlife, Marine 
and Harbours and 
Fisheries officers, some of 
whom are based at Hillarys 
Boat Harbour, all con-

Highlights included 
visiting several islands 
abundant in both marine 
and terrestrial fauna , 
snorkelling among the 
various reef systems of 
Shoalwater Bay and Mar
mion, and of course, the 
barbecue at the end . 

OLD LETTER FOUND 
A LIST of forestry equipment, 

dated 30 November, 1937, and ad
dressed to the Conservator of 
Forests, has been unearthed in the 
tyre store at CALM's Margaret River 
office during renovations by 
carpenter Bernie McKeown. 

Coincidentally it was found at the 
time of year for the annual inventory 
and stores check, and the letter gives 
numbers of such things as blocks , axes 
for treemarking, inspection hammers, 
drays, sulkies and harrows . 

Clerical Officer Wendy Rose said: "It's 
interesting to discover that even way back 
then all items were accountable, although 
l think it would have been a lot easier to 
find these things than some of the items 
on inventory sheets today ." 

The letter is signed G. W. Ashcroft , 
Assistant Forester, who used to live in the 
old departmental house west of Bussell 
Highway in the Margaret Plantation. 

The only evidence of the house now 
are old fruit trees, a walnut tree and 
some remains of the building . 




