
Elizabeth George and Syd Shea inspect a Verticordia display. 

Herbarium gains 
new- collection 

A reference collection 
comprising 27 bound 
volumes and about 700 
specimens of Verticordia 
has been presented to the 
Western Australian her
barium. 

amateur enthusiast to read
ily identify specimens. 

"Through Elizabeth's en
thusiasm and encourage
ment that has now changed. 

"Since 1970, more than 
250 people, both amateur 
and professional, have con
tributed to the collection. 

"The project also received 
assistance from the WA 
herbarium and herbaria in 
all other States, along with 
numerous Government 
Departments." 

Dr Shea said as a result of 
the collection the existing 
information on the distribu-

tion and habitats of the var
ious species and the extent 
of rare and endangered spe
cies had been significantly 
expanded. 

There were now 9 5 
known species of Verticor
dia including 37 sub species 
and varieties. The presentation was 

made by Elizabeth George, 
who coordinated the collec
tion and preparation of the 
specimens over a nine-year 
period, to the Executive 
Director of the Department 
of Conservation and Land 
Management, Dr Syd Shea. 

The albums, which in
clude specimens, a descrip
tion and a photograph of 
every know variant of Ver
ticordia, will be held in the 
Community Research Her
barium and will be available 
to the public and special in
terest groups. 

CHINESE STUDY 
OUR OPERATIONS 

By RICHARD MOORE 
FOUR Chinese foresters spent two weeks in the south-west recently, studying 
forestry and agroforestry activities. 

The specimens will be ad
ded to the general herbari
um collection. 

Verticordia, which is 
commonly known as Mor
rison or Feather Flower, is 
found mainly in Western 
Australia. 

Dr Shea said the collec
tion was a valuable contri
bution because of its wide 
toxonomic coverage and the 
care with which the speci
mens had been prepared. 

He also paid tribute to 
Mrs George's work. 

"Elizabeth's interests in 
Verticordia go back to 
1970," Dr Shea said. "She 
realised then that there was 
no method available for an 

The study tour was part 
of an Australia-China 
Agroforestry Exchange 
Programme coordinated by 
the International Tree 
Crops Institute. 

One of its main objectives 
was to identify areas where 
there could be mutual 
benefit from on-going ex
change of ideas and infor
mation. 

The study tour included 
inland forestry at Kal
goorlie, windbreaks and fod
der trees at Esperance, 
agroforestry for salinity con
trol at Frankland and Mun
daring and plantation and 
native forestry in the Man
jimup region . 

The leader of the delega
tion, Hu Yuxuan, is Gover-

Safety Roll 
of Honour 

We are all aware when regions and districts achieve 
periods free of lost time injury accidents. 

Awards are given, hospitality is enjoyed and the results 
published in CALM News. 

For example, Jarrahdale District has now completed two 
years without a lost time accident. 

The presentation of award items was made recently to 
all Jarrahdale personnel by Executive Director Syd Shea. 

To help in compiling an honour roll for continued ex
cellence in health and safety from autonomous groups, Safe
ty Section at Como would like to hear from all interested 
parties so that due recognition can be given. 

Examples are Jarrahdale (2 yrs), Kimberley Region (5 
yrs), Northcliffe Personnel (21 yrs), Wanneroo Research 
(15 yrs), Manjimup Inventory (7 yrs). 

There are many others, so put pen to paper and let Safety 
Section Como record your result and we will publish all 
in a future edition of CALM News. 

-TOM WOOD 

nor of Nampi county; a 
county 300km south of 
Beijing, 20km by 40km in 
area, but with a population 
of 300,000. 

Gao Yong is chief fore
ster for several districts in
cluding Nampi county. 

The third member of the 
party was Song Zhaomin, 
deputy director of the 
Agroforestry Research Divi
sion of the Chinese Acade
my of Forestry in Beijing. 

For many years he has 
been studying the effects of 
windbreaks on micro
climate and agricultural 
crops. 

The interpreter for the 
party was Wang Mei Yan, 
who is involved with plan
ning research with the 
Academy of Forestry in 
Beijing and with guiding 
visiting foresters. 

The Chinese foresters 
said one of the tour high
lights was seeing the broad
scale windbreak plantings 
on some farms near Es
perance. 

They described the farms 
of Geoff Grewar and the 
Overhues as model farms 
for controlling wind erosion 
and for sheltering stock and 
crops. 

The tour also provided 
the Chinese with opportuni
ties to experience something 
of the Australian way of 
life. 

They visited seven farms, 
saw sheep being shorn, 
heard the Western Aus
tralian Symphony Orches
tra at Esperance and 
inspected the Gloucester 
Tree. 

The visit also gave 

Western Australia farmers 
an opportunity to find out 
how the Chinese integrate 
trees and farming. 

The Chinese foresters 
participated in a public fo
rum in Esperance and 
showed slides and talked 
about their work at a lunch 
time break during a field 
day organised by the Land 
Management Society at 
Frankland. 

Foresters in China have 
been closely involved in de
veloping farming systems 
with trees. 

During the past 30 years 
they have worked with lo
cal government to establish 
a system of multi-purpose 
windbreaks across millions 
of hectares of farming land. 

The visit successfully 
opened up new channels of 
communication in a field 
where Australia can learn 
much from China. 

IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAMME 
TAKES SHAPE 

By STUART SCOBIE 
THE Parks Improvement Programme is a $5 million Government grant over 

three years aimed at major improvements in CALM's Parks and Reserves. 
This year - the first year 

of the programme - there 
has been a lot of upgrading 
and/or developing of recre
ation areas in the Northern 
Forest Region. 

Mundaring District, espe
cially, Walgunga and John 
Forrest national parks have 
benefitted from this 
windfall. 

Both have been injected 
with long overdue funds for 
the upgrading and/or 
redevelopment of their 
major recreation areas. 

Walyunga Pool has 
suffered badly over the 
years from the effects of 
countless visitors, an un
predictable river and insuffi
cient facilities to adequately 
manage either pressure. 

This financial year sub
stantial regrading and ap
propriate drainage work will 
be carried out across the ex
isting "Landing Ground" 
carpark. 

This will ultimately 
reduce riverbank and ca:r
park erosion caused by car
park runoff. 

Major riverbank stabilisa
tion will also be carried out. 

Over the next two years, 
Walyunga Pool will under
go a massive facelift includ
ing formalised carpark 
inspired by the work of 
Ross McGill, ranger come 
honorary landscape ar
chitect; extensive rehabilita
tion and mass planting; 
re-siting of picnic and bar
becue facilities and general 
site reorganisation to enable 

visitors to fully enjoy this This site will eventually 
site to its maximum poten- be able to sustain more thar 
tial without allowing con- 140 vehicles with the seen-·; 
tinued degradation . ic drive being able to absos'· ' 

In this financial year a further 60 vehicles. 
$40,000 will be spent at This plan will improve· 
Walyunga Pool. h" I d d · · 

John Forrest National ve 1c e an pe estnan circu-
lation at John Forrest while 

Park is also in dire need of reducing congestion during 
a recreational facelift. peak periods. 

Projects being planned in-
clude: the redevelopment of These developments will 
the major recreation area greatly improve the visitor 
carparks and entry road; experience in John Forrest 
formalisation of carparks for years to come. 
along the scenic drive as Thanks must go to all 
bushwalking trail heads; Mundaring District staff in-
and a complete overhaul of volved in these projects, es-
park signs. pecially George Duxbury 

The redevelopment of the and his staff for their valu-
major recreation area is able help in planning the 
largely a follow-up to plans redevelopment at John For-
prepared by consultants in rest, and also to Ross 
1987. McGill at Walyunga. 

Rare bird "bugged" 
WILDLIFE researchers are using radio transmitters to 
monitor the movements of the rare ground parrot in a bid 
to learn more about it. 

CALM Researchers spent two weeks in low scrub coun
try north of Fitzgerald National Park, on the State's south 
coast, trapping and monitoring bird movements. 

The team, headed by research scientist Allan Burbidge, 
will spend up to five weeks in the area. 

They will return for a month in February to contin,·' 
their work which is being funded by the World Wildli 
Fund. 

"We want to know the parrots' exact habitat and terri
tory," Allan said. 

Allan said the parrots were trapped by mist nets and fit
ted with a light-weight transistor glued to their back. 

Only two localities, Cape Arid, east of Esperance. and 
the Fitzgerald National Park area, were known habitats 
of the parrot. They once existed along a big area of the 
south coast of WA. 

Interpreter Wong Mei Yan asks David Jenkins about an agrofores
try project on his farm near Bridgetown. 
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