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Funds for Tree
Program

By JOHN BARTLE

i 9.

CALM has recently received a $1
million grant under the lfederal Govern-
ment’s National Afforestation Programme.
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THE first five park rangers trained to join CALM un-
der its new traineeship scheme have been appointed.

Their traineeship period is for two years and in that time
they will study for the Certificate in National Park Manage-
ment while gaining practical work experience in different

arks.
’ At the completion of their course the trainees will be
eligible to become permanent park rangers.

The traineeship scheme is a recent CALM initiative
designed to provide a sound grounding for future park
rangers and to reinforce the standard of personnel enter-
ing the National Park work force.

Signifying another milestone for the Department, one
of the trainees, Me Anne Gireig, ig eet to become the firet

female National Park ranger in WA.

Anne, who last worked as a horticulturist, and 1s about
to complete a diploma of horticulture, will begin her trainee-
ship at John Forrest.

The other four trainees and their starting locations are
— Michael Paxman, Cape le Grande; Geoff Passmore and
Mark True, Torndirrup; and Arvid Hogstrom, Yanchep.

They had, therefore, been
discounted as suitable for
rehabilitation plantings.

However, recent research
has shown that their
rehabilitation value during
rapid growth is good.

As young trees they also
produce high quality wood
pulp currently in strong de-
mand on world markets.

As a short-rotation crop
they could serve a valuable
role in our agricultural

systems in the wetter (great-.

er than 600mm rainfall)
areas of the south-west.

The National Afforesta-
tion project will establish
two large ‘demonstration
farms’ and about 50 plots of
|0ha distributed across the
south west.

These will be used to ex-
plore ways in which tree far-
ming can be meshed-in with
conventional agriculture, to
determine the on-farm pro-

ductivity and economics of
comhined tree/conventional
farming and to measure the
water quality benefits.

The plots will be used as
the focus for a major
publicity campaign.

The of

Department

Agriculture and the Water
Authority of W_A. are part-
ners with CALM in this
project.

The six staff positions for
the project have recently
been advertised.

Rep:

A SITE along the

Quairading-Bruce Rock
road has been replanted
with the rare and en-
dangered Banksia
cuneata.

The site is one of only six
known locations where the
plant grows, and there were
probably less than 400
plants surviving in the wild
before this project was un-
dertaken.

The plant, which forms a
magnificent display along
the roadside when in tlower
in October, has been
adopted as the Quairading
Shire Council’s emblem.

The history of the project

goes back to early in 1987
when the Roadside Conser-
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