
FROM MY DESK 
I RECENTLY had two happy experiences at 

different ends of the State. 
These highlighted to me the diverse interests of 

CALM staff and the growing linkages between them. 
On a weekend in mid-June, I worked as a volun

teer planting trees at the Foresters Wood at Man
jimup alongside many other CALM staff, including 
Director of Forests, Peter Hewett, and Director of 
National Parks, Chris Haynes (and a throng of others 
and their spouses and children). 

Two great days were spent at the very satisfying 
task of planting tree seedlings, interspersed with yarn
ing by the fire with a mug of tea and shaking freez
ing rain from jackets and out of gum boots. 

At one stage, I helped to plant a rainforest grove 
at the western end of the Wood (we designated it a 
"Future World Heritage Area" at the end of the day). 

Two days later, I found myself in mature natural 
rainforest on a visit to our research team in the west 
Kimberleys. 

I caught the very tail-end of CALM's biological 
survey of north-west rainforests, a two-year project 
under the control of Norm McKenzie from 
Woodvale. 

His staff included a wide range of CALM's scien
tific and technical staff, plus scientists from other 
agencies and volunteers. 

The group included zoologists, botanists, foresters, 
entomologists and soil scientists. 

I was deeply impressed by the efficient organisa
tion, cooperative approach and the commitment of 
participants. 

It was not all fun and games either. They were 
working very long hours in very rough country. 

However, like planting rainforest on a dark, freez
ing winter's day at Manjimup, so it is with survey
ing rainforest on blazing rock screes and the spider 
and midge infested slopes of the Leopold Ranges -
when you love your work just about anything is fun! 

I give full marks to the research people and also 
to all those in the Branches (mapping, computing, 
engineering, etc) who miss out on the glamour, but 
who provide the backup every successful mission 
needs. 

I also give full marks to CALM's tree planting 
crews in south west districts, each of whom put thou
sands of trees into the ground every winter. 

A mere two days of fairly easy planting has 
reminded me how tough the professionals are, com
pared to we amateurs from Head Office! 

ROGER UNDERWOOD, 
General Manager. 

STAFF NEWS 
APPOINTMENTS 

Brent Johnson, Forester (Admin), Dwellingup; Grahame 
Rowland, Reserves Officer, Murdoch House; Neil Thomas, 
Technical Officer, Woodvale; Greg Hodgson, Forest 
Ranger (ops), Walpole; Mathew Cavana, Technical Officer, 
Planning Branch; and Stan Finney, Park Maintenance 
Worker, Yanchep, have joined the permanent staff. 

Also appointed were Pam O'Shea, Officer, Crawley, and 
Brian Morgan, Forest Ranger (Tech), Dwellingup. 

PROMOTIONS 
Alan Scott to Senior Training Officer, Bunbury. 

TRANSFERS 
Keith Morris, Research Officer, to Woodvale; Steve Stra

chan, Ranger-in-Charge, to Cape Range National Park; 
Lance Jackson, Lane-Poole Reserve to Yanchep. 

RETIREMENTS 
Mick Evans, Forester, Bunbury, who worked in State Saw 
Mills, Pemberton before joining the Forests Department 
in 1949 has retired; also Audie Kern, Forester, Dwellin
gup who began as a Forest Workman in the Pirnelea Dis
trict in 1962. 
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THE first fully opera
tional prescribed burning 
programme has been 
completed in the Kim
berley. 

Both hand and aerial 
burning techniques were 
used to bum almost 9000ha 
of land, including 300km of 
strategic buffer strips. 

The primary aim of the 
month-long burning 
programme was to establish 
buffer strips to protect 
CALM land from wildfires. 

These fires usually occur 
throughout the Kimberley 
late in the dry season (Sep
tember to December). 

Kimberley 
They are caused by 

lightning strikes from diur
nal thunderstorm activity 
which is generated by ex
treme temperatures (40 
degrees or more). 

Records show these wild
fires can bum for up to five 
months before being extin
guished by rain or lack of 
fuel. 

Buffer strip burning 1s a 
technique which uses natur
al landform features and 
weather conditions to res-

trict the bum to a specific 
area. 

This usually entails a sin
gle line of lighting between 
a creek and a ridge top. 

Low night time tempera
tures and heavy dew will 
generally extinguish the fire 
by the next day. 

CALM carries out all its 
prescribed burning early in 
the dry season when tem
peratures drop to about 
30-35 degrees and before 
the grasses have cured. 

burn 
This latest programme in

cluded aerial bums in the 
Prince Regent Reserve and 
Drysdale River National 
Park, which have no vehic
ular access or firebreaks. 

Hand burns were carried 
out in the Hidden Valley, 
Windjana Gorge and Bun
gle Bungle National Parks 
and the Kununurra Arbore
tum Reserve. 

Rangers helped with the 
bum in their parks while 
trainee Aboriginal rangers 

Bungle bum. 
Meanwhile, the Bush 

Fires Board was busy carry
ing out prescribed burning 
for pastoralists. 

CALM liaised closely with 
the Bush Fire Brigade to en
sure maximum benefit was 
gained through rationalisa
tion of bum boundaries. 

The Bush Fire Brigade 
chartered and equipped a 
Britton Norman Islander 
for its programme, which 
CALM also used. 

In future, it is hoped that 
burning regimes similar to 
those used by Aborigines 
can be developed. 

HOLIDAY HELP 
And the bush has friends to meet him, and their kindly tation including Mulga maintenance and reserve in- caravans etc), food and fuel. 
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The diversity is reflected centre. 
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A.B. Patterson field study centre involves Region staff and reserve a 
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thing completely different" .-----------------------------------------
as well as productive? 

Come and see the "real" 
Australia, the arid interior, 
not the exotic coastal fringe. 

The Goldfields regional 
staff invite any CALM staff 
member and family , who 
have a sense of adventure, 
to participate in a camping 
holiday, working bee and 
survey, at the Wanjarri Na
ture Reserve field study 
centre from October 2 to 7. 

Wanjarri Nature Reserve 
(53,200ha) is located be
tween Leinster and Wiluna 
(Shrs north of Kalgoorlie) 
with good 2WD access on 
sealed and dirt rol\ds . 

Wanjarri was formerly a 
pastorai station until pur
chased in 1970, and con
verted to a Nature Reserve. 

The old shearing shed has 
been converted to a field Enjoy a holiday with a difference at the Wanjarri Nature Resenre Jield study centre. 
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Patience has paid off in the bid to buy this l 88ha block in Cape 
Le Grand National Park. 

Patience 
pays off 
ONE of CALM's 

most important conserva
tion land purchases was 
finalised early in August. 

Purchase of the 
188-hectare block in the 
Cape Le Grand National 
Park was recommended in 

the EPA's 1976 System 
Three Report. 

However, the block was 
then jointly owned by four 
people and an agreement 
could not be reached with 
all four. 

Island 
Closed 
PENGUIN Island has been 

closed to the public because of 
extensive storm damage. 

The combination of high 
winds, tides and heavy seas has 
caused erosion on all beaches 
on the island in Shoalwater Bay 
near Safety Bay. 

Take a bow 
for the book 

Ground Parrot Study 
CALM recently received a grant of $22,000 from World Wildlife 

Fund for a study on the microhabitat preferences of the Ground 
Parrot in the Fitzgerald River area. 

The Ground Parrot has undergone a drastic decline in numbers 
in WA and is now known in this State from only a few localities 
along the South Coast, and is clearly endangered. 

Negotiations have con
tinued for the past eight 
years, but agreement was 
reached only recently. 

Alex Errington, Chair
man of CALM's Conserv, 
tion Lands Acquisition 
Committee, said the Cape 
Le Grand purchase was one 
of the most satisfying he has 
been involved in. 

Public facilities, such as toi
lets, shelters and barbecue 
areas, as well as fences, have 
been undermined by the ocean 
and have collapsed. 

CALM officers have been 
hampered by the storms in get
ting to the island to prevent fur
ther damage and the loss of 
habitat for the Little Penguin 
which breeds on the island. 

While erosion is a normal 
winter occurrence, the loss of 
public facilities and the con
tinued threat to important sea 
bird habitat means that major 
works are required. 

The island will be closed un
til facilities for the public have 
been improvised and areas of 
dune and beach erosion are 
fenced or stabilised. 

Once this has been carried 
out the ferry service to the is
land will operate again. 

WE'RE wondering if 
Publications Section now 
qualities as a wild place? 

One thing is certain - it 
hasn't been a quiet place 
since the latest glossy book 
on the south-west's natural 
attractions made its debut. 

"Wild Places , Quiet 
Places" was officially 
launched by CALM 
Minister Barry Hodge at the 
Matilda Bay Restaurant on 
August 10. 

Executive Director Dr 
Syd Shea, addressing media 
representatives and other in
vited guests at the 
metropolitan launch, con
gratulated the publications 
team for producing a high
quality book. 

He also paid tribute to 
district and regional staff 

who gathered ind checked 
all the information con
tained in the book. 

Judging from initial reac
tions, "Wild Places, Quiet 
Places" will get a positive 
response from the public. 

The book - packed with 
exceptional, full-colour pho
tographs by Jiri and Marie 
Lochman of Lochman Pho
tographies - is a compre
hensive guide to the State's 
south-west. 

It includes vegetation 
keys, details of camping eti
quette, maps and survival 
information as well as de
tails of some of the region's 
most beautiful camping 
spots. 

It is a credit to editors 
Andrew Cribb and Colleen 
Henry-Hall and the support 
network in Publications and 
in the field. 

The book will retail at a 
recommended price of 
$14.95 and is the perfect gift 
for veteran or novice cam
pers and visitors to the 
south-west. 

CALM staff get a special 
deal - they can buy the 
book for $10 and the poster 
for $3. 

- TESS WILLIAMS. 

Calling 
former 
Shannon 
people 

In order to manage the species effectively, we need much more 
information on the bird's habitat preferences and response to fire. 

He said a number of 
officers had been involved 
in negotiations over the 
years and as soon as the 
transfer papers had been 
registered, he telephoned 
them to pass on the good 
news. 

However, the birds are extremely secretive and difficult to 
observe as they walk through the dense heathlands to feed. 

Much of the grant money will therefore be used to carry out 
a radio-tracking study to discover basic information about the 
feeding and habitat requirements of the Ground Parrot. 

Field work for this study will be done by consultant biologist 
Doug Watkins in co-operation with staff from the Wildlife Research 
Centre at W oodvale. 

Two who had retired 
were contacted and were 
delighted that the area will 
at last become part of the 
national park. 

ALLAN BURBIDGE. 

IF you've ever lived at Shannon and don't 
mind indulging in the odd bit of nostalgia, 
then Sunday, November 20, is your day. 

That's the day of the "Back to Shannon" 
picnic and organisers are expecting many 
former residents to make an appearance. 

Some people are planning to camp at 
Shannon for the weekend. There are toilets 
and hot showers at the old forestry site for 
those who want to pitch a tent. 

Organisers also ask people to bring crick
et bats, footballs or any other sporting gear 

for some social competitions and the golf 
course is still open for anybody who would 
like to swing a club. 

Meanwhile , old photos or bits of 
memorabilia are needed for a display in the 
Shannon facility hall. Put your name and 
address on the back of photos and 
memorabilia and send them to Glenys 
Panetta (nee Bingham), Lot 2 Myalup Road, 
Harvey 6220. 

For further information, call Glenys on 
(097) 29 2077. 




