
WHICH way, fellas? Mapping's Bob Symons and Steve Jones must have been reading 
the guidebook upside-down, much to the amusement of Chris Simms. 

Bibbulmun track 
WHEN you're talking about teams, CALM must 

have one of the best. 

And when it comes to 
teamwork, nobody does it 
better - just ask Recrea
tion Branch's Drew 
Griffiths. 

Drew, project coordina
tor for the Bibbulmun 
Track upgrade, sighed with 
relief and heaped praise on 
CALM staff after the track 
reopening on September 30. 

ago when Director of 
Forests Peter Hewett -
now known as the Father of 
the Track - took a germ of 
an idea and turned it into 
reality. 

More recently, it spread 
throughout the regions, dis
tricts and branches and 
hundreds of people became 
involved. 

upgraded 
in Perth who painstakingly 
devised the whole plan; 
there were the people in the 
field who put the plan into 
action; then there were the 
Mapping Branch staff and 
publications team who put 
together the new track 

vide enjoyment for many 
others. 

"And the biggest thrill 
was seeing it all come off 
when the track was reo
pened," says Drew. 

"It was a magnificent 
team effort," he said. There were the planners guide so the plan will pro-

"It was a top effort!" 
But what else would you 

expect from a top team? 
"Now, thousands of peo

"le will be able to walk 
ong and enjoy the track 

.:._ and all because of a lot 
of cooperation between a lot 
of people." 

0~ e of the _intr_epid first ... 
That "cooperation" be

gan at the top many years 

By CAROLYN 
THOMSON 

LABOUR Minister and Mundaring MLA, 
Gavan Troy, declares the track open. Look
ing on is CALM's Director of Forests Peter 

Hewett. 

I was one of the intrepid 
crew from Publications, 
along with our mates from 
Mapping, who tackled the 
Bibbulmun Track at its re
cent reopening. 

We were part of a group 
of about 30-40 people who 
staggered the I 0km from 
Kalamunda to Mt Gungin, 
which forms the track's first 
three sections. 

Like most of the CALM 
participants, I decided to 
walk because helping to 
produce the new Bibbul
mun Track guide had stimu
lated my interest in the 
track and the beauty of its 
bush surroundings. 

Others were there simply 
for the fun of it. 

The track was opened by 
Labour Minister Gavan 
Troy, who stepped in to do 
the honours when CALM 
Minister Barry Hodge flew 

to Augusta at the last 
minute to support the whale 
rescue. 

When Mr Troy gave the 
nod , groups of walkers 
along the track - from 
Kalamunda to Walpole -
started walking. 

Jim Freeman, who had 
walked the track many 
times, led our group. 

He was one of the core 
group which was to walk all 
the way to Icy Creek carry
ing a message stick carved 
by Ken Colbung. 

The colourful Waugal 
markers were our guide. 

Walking the track cer
tainly made a change from 
my usual work routine: 
breathing fresh air; wending 
our way through tall trees 
and gurgling brooks; and 
collapsing in a heap at the 
end. 

, Whale rescue a team effort 
✓ 
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They were then carried along 
the beach to the river mouth 
and placed in slings alongside 
boats and ferried across the 
water. 

After being reloaded onto 
trucks, they were then taken to 
the safe holding area at Storm 
Bay. 

Volunteers who responded to 
the appeals for help continued 
to arrive throughout the day 
and were despatched to either 
load whales at the mouth of the 
river or to support those already 
moved to Storm Bay. 

Experience had shown that 
success was more likely if the 
whales were released collective
ly, so it was not until late Fri
day afternoon that an attempt 
at release was made. 

Even at this time David Mell 
feared that some of the weaker 
animals may not have had 
enough time to recover from 
their ordeal. 

His fears were realised and, 
with many whales listing and 

milling around in confusion, the 
release attempt was aborted. 

A long, cold night lay ahead 
for the volunteers, some who 
had been working for more 
than 18 hours and needed rest. 

Plans to recruit more volun
teers for the all-night vigil 
swung into action while the 
police, SES, CW A and Lions 
Club supplied food and hot 
drinks to the helpers, directed 
traffic and controlled a crowd 
of spectators who had turned 
out to watch the rescue bid. 

Volunteers worked in shifts 
throughout the night: half an 
hour in the water and one hour 
out. 

The shift arrangement was 
strictly enforced because of the 
threat of hypothermia in the 
freezing water. 

At 7am on Saturday, with 
the whales seemingly stronger, 
another release attempt was 
made. This time they swam 
through the human corridor in 
a cohesive group, tentatively at 
first but gathering speed as they 
headed toward the open sea. 

As spirits rose and the rescue 

bid was being hailed a success, 
a report came in that the whales 
had rebeached 2km away at 
Dukes Head Beach on the west 
bank of the Blackwood River 
mouth. 

CALM staff quickly rallied 
the volunteers to start the 
process all over again. 

The restranding had taken its 
toll with three more whales 
dead on the beach. Another 
died in transit to the holding 
area - leaving 33 stranded 
whales still alive. 

By 3pm the same day, the 
animals were all back in the 
holding area. 

An hour later, the third 
release attempt was made 
although this time, several 
weaker animals were either 
loaded aboard a boat or 
strapped alongside in a sling. 
They were to be released with 
the other whales further out to 
sea. 

The plan worked. Once 
through the corridor of surf
boards, kayaks and canoes, the 
whales were 'escorted' several 
kilometres offshore before 

heavy seas forced the escort 
vessels to turn back. 

Unfortunately, one whale in 
a sling died, 32 were rescued. 

There was much jubilation 
when more than 400 rescue 
coordinators and volunteers 
met at the Augusta town hall 
on Saturday night. 

CALM's Director of Nature 
Conservation, Dr Barry Wilson, 
thanked the volunteers and 
praised their determination and 
untiring efforts. 

But nobody was prepared for 
the bad news which came on 
Sunday morning. A helicopter 
patrol had discovered another 
24 whales on the beach about 
30km east of Augusta. 

Five were dead and, after ex
amination by two veterinarians, 
the others were found to be in 
very poor condition, suggesting 
they had been stranded for 
several days. 

Clearly, on humanitarian 
grounds there was no alterna
tive to euthanasia: the animals 
were suffering and had no 
chance of survival. -------------------------------------------

AN ACADEMIC 
FIRST FOR 

'LONE RANGER' 
By KYLIE BYFIELD 

WHEN Cape Arid 
National Park's Ranger
in-Charge Richard Pem
berton goes to school, 
there is only one student 
in the class, no teacher 
attends, and the sky is 
the roof of his huge 
classroom. 

But studying externally 
hasn't stopped this "lone 
ranger" from going to the 
top of the class. 

Richard recently won an 
award from T AFE External 
Studies College for being 
the most outstanding stu
dent in Environment 
Studies. 

The subject is one of 
many covered by CALM 
rangers as they study for a 
Certificate in National Park 
Management. 

A delighted Richard said 
although studying external
ly has its disadvantages, 
such as having no face-to
face contact with tutors, it 
also has its advantages, par
ticularly with this type of 
course. 

"Rangers are in a situa
tion where they can work 
their studies in with their 
job," he said. 

"With a subject like en
vironmental studies, park 
work enables you to see 
what the tutor is trying to 
teach you." 

Students sitting behind a 
desk in a classroom certain
ly wouldn't get such first
hand experience, but they 
also don't have to cope with 
the isolation experienced by 
many external students. 

Richard admits that iso
lation is a problem. 

"I live in the park which 
is 125km east of Esper
ance," he said. 

"You can ' t send or 
receive mail every day and 

sometimes it can take up to 
six weeks to get an assign
ment back after it has been 
sent off to be marked. 

"By that time, you've al
ready completed two or 
three other assignments 
without getting any feed
back from the first one." 

But Richard pays tribute 
to T AFE which, he says, 
has "come up trumps" . 

"You can always ring 
your tutor or CALM's 
senior training officer Tony 
Brandis," he says. 

"They are only a phone 
call away so there's really 
no need to feel isolated." 

Richard will be one of the 
first people to receive the PARK ranger 
certificate when he com- Richard Pemberton 
pletes the course in the mid- _ all smiles after 
die of next year. 

The course itself was only winning his a ward. 
accredited with T AFE in come a criteria for promo-
January this year. tion," he said. 

It was the brainchild of But, for Richard Pember-
CALM's Executive Direc- ton, the prospect of promo-
tor Syd Shea, General tion isn't the primary reason 
Manager Roger Under- for wanting to complete the 
wood, and Director of Na- course. 
tional Parks Chris Haynes, "I hope it will open the 
who saw the need for a door to a senior ranger po-
structured training sition, but more rewarding 
programme for park than that is the satisfaction 
rangers . of having a formal qualifi-

Tony Brandis took the cation," he says. 
idea and turned it into real- "On a personal level, it 
ity,- designing -- the special -- ·boosts- ·your~ morale and · 
course in association with professionally, it improves 
an education officer from your ability to do your job 
T AFE. and that means the park 

"Previously, there was benefits. 
limited opportunity for in- "It gives you a broader 
service training of this sort," understanding of decisions 
Tony explains. which are made regarding 

"Now, rangers must com- the parks and the ability to 
plete 10 in-service training cope with future problems 
programmes as well as eight and management issues." 
core units to complete this And a final word to 
course. rangers struggling to cope 

"Completion of the cer- with the demands of a full-
tificate will eventually be time job and studies? "Ac-
linked to the park rangers' cept it as a challenge and do 
industrial award and will be- it," says Richard. 

Inspection of 
Varanus Island 

By WALLY EDGECOMBE 
V ARANUS Island is the largest of the Lowendal Group and is situated about 

15km east of Barrow Island and 120km west of Dampier. 

The islands are Nature 
Reserves and important 
breeding locations for sea 
birds and marine turtles. 

Bond Oil have a 28ha 
lease on Varanus Island 
(82ha) for their tank farm 
and operational support for 
the Harriet Oilfield. 

They fly out from Kar
ratha on an amphibious 
Gruman Mallard which is a 
World War II vintage aer
oplane. 

The day after we 
travelled out a wing broke 
off when an engine failed 
during a return journey 
from the island, but no one 
was injured. 

Hawksbill Turtles began 
laying at the end of July 
1988, and currently (Sep
tember), the male mutton
birds are cleaning out 
burrows in preparation for 
nesting. 

Ospreys have chicks (Sep
tember) in large stick nests 
which are built on the rocks. 

BOND'S tank farm with three 250,000 litre 
barrel tanks and the large emergency bund. 
To the top of the photo can be seen the pipe-

line heading out to the rig. 
Bond Oil are planning the 

establishment of a propane 
extraction plant and the 
building of an enclosed flare 
tower to utilise some of the 

gas which is currently all 
flared . 

Bottled gas will be taken 
by barge for sale in the 
north-west region. 




