
Manager tor 5hark Bay 
CALM has been given the 

go-ahead to appoint a District 
Manager at Shark Bay 
(Denham). 

The go-ahead, announced re
cently by Conservation and Land 
Management Minister, Barry 
Hodge, will be made as part of the 
first stage of the Shark Bay 
Region Plan, which was recently 
approved by Cabinet. 

The new district manager will 

be responsible for a number of na
tional parks and marine and island 
reserves proposed in the plan. 

The manager will take up the 
appointment later this year when 
housing, which is already under 
construction, is completed. 

Mr Hodge said the creation of 
the district manager's position is 
in line with the Government's 
commitment to preserve and pro
tect the State's natural en
vironment. 

"The Shark Bay region deserves 
special attention because of its 
tourism and conservation value," 
he said. 

"It must be properly managed 
as it becomes an increasingly 
popular tourist destination." 

Mr Hodge said the appoint
ment of a District Manager and 
the implementation of the 
management plan will ensure that 
the region's natural beauty is 
preserved for future generations. 

SOLDIER'S 
DEATH A 
MYSTERY 

Pouring 
CALM 

on 
oiled 

waters 
QUICK action by 

CALM staff, police and 
emergency services person
nel averted a potential dis
aster when a train 
derailment dumped thou
sands of litres of diesel oil 
into a Pinjarra creek on 
July 9. 

Booms placed in the 
Murray River on Saturday 
night stopped the diesel slick 
from spreading. 

CALM's Richard 
McAlinden and Alan Byrne 
were among those who kept 
vigil on the river that night 
to make sure the booms re
mained intact and that 
boats didn't spread the oil. 

Richard and Alan were 
on the water in a boat until 
,...;<lnight when they were 

:ved by SES volunteers. 
-0n Sunday, a second 

boom was placed across the 
Murray River at Ravens
wood Bridge to stop the 
spread of diesel into the 
Peel-Harvey Inlet which 
could have been a threat to 
Nature Reserves in the area. 

These Nature Reserves 
are important sites for water 
birds , especially trans 
equatorial migratory 
waders. 

The Delta of the Murray 
River is also an important 
breeding site for water birds 
such as cormorants. 

The 110-tonne Westrail 
locomotive plunged into the 
creek on its way from the 
Pinjarra alumina refinery to 
Kwinana. 

The train was eventually 
lifted from the creek on 
Monday, July 11 , and taken 
to the Westrail workshop. 

COMMUNICATIONS staff at Como aren't throwing in the towel as far as safety is 
concerned. Here, they give the thumbs-up to their safe working record after receiving 

their awards from CALM's Executive Director Syd Shea (centre). 

Small branch, big achievement 
IT WAS no accident 

that CALM's Communi
cations Branch at Como 
won a safety award re
cently. 

In fact, notching up two 
years free from lost time in
jury accidents earned the 
branch staff a Certificate of 
Merit from the Industrial 
Foundation for Accident 
Prevention and individual 
awards from CALM's Ex
ecutive Director Dr Syd 
Shea. 

Dr Shea was on hand last 
month to present his awards 
- huge green and gold 
"Australia" towels - to the 
communications staff. 

Those to receive the 
awards were Graeme 
Hutchinson, Gary Robin-

son, Mike Welch, Bill Ar
bery, Tim Walby, Robyn 
F reer and Max Speer. Ab
sent on the day were Mike 
Chan, Mike Jubb and 
Roger Foxlee. 

At the same time, John 
Ireland from Personnel, act
ing on behalf of Senior Oc
cupational Health, Safety 
and Welfare Officer Tom 
Woods, presented the IF AP 
certificate to officer-in-

charge of Communications 
Branch, Graeir.e 
Hutchinson. 

In an informal address, 
Dr Shea paid tribute to the 
staff for their outstanding 
safety record. 

"Two years without a lost 
time injury is no mean 
achievement, no matter 
how large or small the 
group is," he said. 

Staff in the Kelmscott 

region and Nannup and 
Walpole districts also quali
fied for s1fety awards re
cently. 

July 29 marked two 
years free from lost time in
jury accidents in the Kelm
scott region while Nannup 
and Walpole notched up 
one lost time accident free 
year on June I 5 and July 7, 
respectively. 

Leafminer faces fire 
By IAN ABBOTT The experiment will also provide detailed 

data about the rate of re-infestation of leaf
miner after such a fire and any subsequent 
deterioration in crown condition. 

THE benefits of using a moderate
intensity fire in Autumn to control the 
jarrah leafminer plague in the lower 
northern jarrah forest are now being 
researched. 

Collie District staff will conduct the Au
tumn 1989 fire over an area of 240ha, the 
first time in WA that forest entomologi
cal research has experimented at an oper
ational scale. 

By HELEN FORDHAM 
The Woodman Point 

Conservation Area has 
had a rather chequered 
past. 

It was the first stop for 
Perth's earliest pioneers, 
and later temporary home 
to many of this country's 
newest Australians. 

It has been a racecourse, 
an explosive reserve, a 
quarantine station and a 
graveyard. 

The area has also had its 
share of mysteries, and 
perhaps the most puzzling 
story of all is that of Private 
Stanley Hamilton Tallent. 

Stanley was one of 1156 
soldiers on board the "Dor
set", an army transport ship 
which docked at Fremantle 
Harbour on May 28, 1919. 

These soldiers who had 
fought valiantly on the 
fields of France,had suc
cumbed to Spanish influen
za on their way home. 

Stanley died on the same 
day the "Dorset" docked 
and after being transferred 
to the quarantine station 
was buried somewhere in 
the Woodman Point 
Reserve, along with 34 of 
his comrades. 

CALM's Metropolitan 
Region recently received a 
letter from the descendants 
of Mr Tallent asking as
sistance to locate his 
gravesite. 

Attached to this request 
was a copy of the Quaran
tine Station Chaplain's let
ter to Stanley's mother, 
dated May, 1919, which 
-described how Stanley had 
died and had been buried in 
the Catholic section of the 
cemetery at Woodman 
Point. 

There is an existing 
cemetery in the reserve 
which has two remaining 
headstones which belong to 
Rosa O'Kane and H. Wil
liams, who both died in 
1919, nursing returned 
soldiers. 

Stanley Tallent was not 
listed as a passenger on the 
"Dorset". 

His name was not on any 
official list of those who 
died at Woodman Point; 
neither was there any 
record of him being re
buried at either Fremantle 
or Karrakatta Cemeteries. 

Interestingly, at the 
Registry of Births and 
Deaths, Stanley's death cer
tificate listed Woodman 
Point as the place of burial. 

The story was becoming 
more and more curious. 

Military Historian Mr 
Brad Manera accessed in
formation for me from the 
Central Army Records 
Office (CARO) in Mel
bourne and discovered that 
Stanley was a Gunner with 
the Second Australian Di
vision. 

He served as part of the 
British Expeditionary Force 
on the Western Front near 
the French/Belgian Border 
1917-1919. 

It appears that the Span
ish Influenza that took Tal
lent's life wiped out 100,000 
diggers returning from the 
First World War. 

Indeed, Queensland had 
refused to let any infected 
transport ships dock be
cause of the contagiousness 
of the disease. 

Fremantle was the first 
port of call and any soldiers 
that had not died at sea, but 
looked like dying before the 
next port was reached, were 
put off at Woodman Point. 

There is a suggestion that 
because of the contagious
ness of the disease the sold
iers, along with Tallent, 
were buried in a mass grave. 

However, this doesn't an
swer why we have been un
able to locate the second 
cemetery or why Tallent's 
name wasn't on any official 
list of those buried at Wood
man Point. 

CITY WORKERS' 
JREAT ESCAPE 

The Forest Entomology Research Team 
from the Como Research Centre recently 
marked out transects and set up special 
traps in Proprietary Block, Collie District. 

The hypothesis under test is that a sin
gle Autumn fire, entailing scorch of every 
jarrah crown, will set back the leafminer by 
at least one year and permit each tree to 
develop a dense crown. 

Another first was that technical assistants 
Paul Van Heurck and Tom Burbidge used 
wheelbarrows to distribute 90 bulky leaf
miner traps over 4.8km of transects. 

Fortunately, the sandy soils of the Col
lie Basin were an ideal substrate. 

An old map indicated a 
second cemetery behind the 
hospital isolation block, but 
despite an intensive search, 
no trace of the graveyard 
has been found. 

Our quest for the final 
place of Stanley led me to 
the State Archives where I 
stumbled across the first of 
many deadends. 

Whatever occured, there 
is not doubt that the likeli
hood of finding the remains 
of Private Stanley Hamilton 
Tallent are extremely re
mote, and whether he came 
to rest in the Catholic sec
tion of a forgotten cemetery 
is a matter of historical con
jecture. 

Woodman Point will 
keep its secret now. 

IT'S not every day city 
people can escape to the 
country in their lunch 
hour - but CALM is 
doing something to 
change that. 

CALM Minister Barry 
Hodge recently launched a 
display which brings the 
beauty of W A's national 
parks and forests to the city. 

The six-week display, 
mounted in the National 
Trust's Old Perth Boys' 
School in St George's Ter
race, aims to show city peo
ple what CALM is doing to 
present forests, parks and 
reserves to the public and to 
educate visitors to these 
areas. 

The display, which con
sists of 10 information 
panels, focuses on the 
south-west, presenting de
tails of the region's history 
and information about the 

tuart forest, the wetlands 
and the Leeuwin
Naturaliste National Park. 

CALM News copy to 
Kylie Byfield, at Como, 

extension 322. 
Showing the ropes 
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We also had many quer
ies from girls wanting to be 
a National Park Ranger like 
Kathy Hayden from "A 
Country Practice". 

It was also interesting to 
note that the public did not 
fully understand CALM's 
role in the Goldfields, main
ly due to the low profile we 
have here. 

Both parents and stu
dents were also unaware 
that there were so many 
fields of work offered bv 

CALM from carpenters to 
computing services and 
botanists to graphic artists. 

A big draw card at our 
display was a Western Pyg
my Possum. Although 
chose to sleep through the 
entire evening, people were 
amazed at just how tiny she 
was for a possum. 

All in all, the four officers 
who particiJ?ated in the 
Careers Everung came away 
feeling overwhelmed at how 
the evening had been a suc
cess and feeling that we had 
promoted CALM in the 
Goldfields region. 




