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I FROM MY DESK I 
I'm not actually writing this from 'my desk', but 

one normally occupied by Chris Haynes who is on 
holidays. 

THE draft manage
ment plans for the 
Waroona Reservoir and 
Logue Brook Reservoir, 
and their catchment 
areas, were jointly 
released on March 15 by 
the Minister for Water 
Resources, Ernie 
Bridge, and the Minister 
for Conservation and 
Land Management, 
Barry Hodge. 

Ministers release draft 
plans for SW reservoirs 

that recreational use of the 
dams and catchments 
should continue at about 
the present level, with zon
ing to minimise potential 
conflicts between users . 

The plans also recom
mend greater co-operation 
between the rangers and 
field officers from the 
shires, Water Authority , 
CALM and Marine and 
Harbours. 

It is a belief among some who have a concern for 
the natural environment, that tourists or "terrorists" 
as called in some parts are great despoilers. 

This negative view is reinforced by recent exam
ples of some insensitive tourist "developments" in 
this State. 

It pleased me to read a recently published, tourism 
industry sponsored report on tourism in the Kim
berley Region. 

That report recognised the need to conserve the 
environment of the Kimberley, in fact, the top pri
ority was to "preserve the Kimberley's unspoilt 
wilderness". 

These are the first 
management plans pre
pared jointly by CALM 
and the Water Authority. 

They were prepared by a 
project team comprising 
Jim Williamson, CALM, 
Manager Planning Branch; 
Ian Wood, Water Authori
ty, Environmental Officer; 

Bowman, Bishaw and As
sociates, Consultants; 
Peter Henderson , CALM, 
District Manager , Harvey. 

The plans indicate the in
creasing cooperation be
tween Government 
departments. 

They were prepared by 
the above project team in 
close consultation with 
Waroona and Harvey 
Shires as well as the 
Department of Marine and 
Harbours, and the South 

West 
Authority . 

Development 

Consultation, discussion 
and public participation 
has been achieved in the 
following form: 

* Regular meetings of the 
project team. 

* Three meetings of the 
steering committee com
prising representatives 
from CALM , Water 
Authority, Waroona and 
Harvey Shires , South 
West Development 

Authority and Marine · 
and Harbours . 

* Structured workshop at 
Waroona. 

* Written submissions 
from interested people -
general public . 

* Written response from 
CALM branches . 

* Comment from CALM 
policy directorate. 
Separate plans have been 

prepared for Waroona and 
for Logue Brook, although 
the content is almost 
identical. 

The plans recommend 

This was one of the 
recommendations that 
came from a successful 
public workshop held dur
ing the preparation of the 
plan, and will be achieved 
under the auspices of a 
consultative committee. 

The two draft plans will 
be available for publir
comment until May 13 . 

The report is indicative of a growing awareness in 
that industry of the symbiotic relationship between 
tourism and the protection and maintenance of our 
unique flora, fauna and landscapes. 

Indeed, that industry in many respects has the 
potential to become a strong ally in helping us con
serve our natural heritage. 

The changing attitudes in the tourism industry are 
no doubt due, in part, to the positive influence of 
CALM staff in bringing an awareness of the need 
(and benefits) of protecting the natural environment 
(i.e. the uniqueness which attracts people to ex
perience and appreciate). 

l\flXED FORTUNES AT YANCHEP 
By ALLAN BURBIDGE 

It is another example of where working closely and 
co-operatively with people can result in attitude 
change. 

A MIXTURE of good news and bad 
news has been the order of the day during 
recent biologial survey work at Yanchep 
National Park. 

Hopefully the tourist industry, which brings great 
economic and social benefits to the State, will con
tinue to see positive attitudes to tourism from CALM 
staff as we endeavour to match the objective of con
serving our natural environment with the enjoyment 
and appreciation of the same. 

Major sampling sessions 
for the survey, which is be
ing carried out by officers 
from Research Division 
with assistance from local 
Park Ranger staff, began 
in October and is being 
concluded currently. 

JIM SHARP 
Acting Director of National Parks 

National Park rangers at 
Yanchep have assisted with 
digging holes for the 138 
pit traps used in the survey, 
and have also assisted in 
the trapping sessions. STAFF NEWS The good news is that 
the reptiles and frogs seem 
to be doing well and we 
have been able to add 
several species to the list of 
species known for 
Yanchep. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Sue Osborne has been 

appointed Marine Park 
Manager for Ningaloo 
(temporarily at Como). 
Other appointments were 
Andrew Chapman, Opera
tions Officer, Kalgoorlie; 
Peter Whitehead, Systems 
Programmer, Computer 
Services, Como; Tim 
Langford-Smith, Market
ing Officer, Information 
Branch, Como; Stan Bell
gard, Forest Ranger (Tech
nician), Dwellingup 
Research; and Judy Jack
son Officer, Karratha. 
Stephanie Hutson, Officer, 
Como and Vicki Morgan, 
Officer, Albany are now 
permanent staff members. 

Park to Senior Ranger, 
Busselton . Two similar 
Senior Ranger promotions 
were George Duxbury, 
from Cape Range to John 
Forrest National Park, and 
Ron Shimmon at Yanchep 
National Park. 

Interesting finds includ
ed turtle frogs which were 
caught in pit traps after 
rain and the endangered 

TRANSFERS Carpet Python which Park 
Mike Cantelo, Forester, Rangers occasionally 

Margaret River to Ludlow; record in the Park. 
Stephen Dutton, Forest A number of interesting 
Ranger, Kirup to Bunbury; plants have come to light, 
Kingsley Miller, Special In- including the second 
vestigations Officer, Wild- known population of a 
life Protection, Geraldton declared rare eucalypt 
to Como; Hardy Der- which is so "new" that it 
schow, Ranger, Walpole to hasn't been named yet _ 
Yanchep National Park, and it is only about 50km 
and Nathan McQuoid, from the GPO! 
Ranger Yanchep National The bad news is that 
Park is now a Mobile some of the native mam-

PROMOTIONS Ranger. mals seem not to be faring 
John Bartle to Principal very well. 

Research Scientist, Como; RETIREMENTS The diminutive Honey 
Stuart Halse to Senior Ken Gibbs, Ranger, Possum is still abundant 
Research Scientist, Wood- Yanchep National Park, but we have not yet caught 
vale ; Brad Cockman, retired after 30 years of any of several other species 
former Ranger-in-Charge, park work, all of it spent at of mammals which have 

Sliding Sliili'' success 
tor stall 

been recorded in the Park 
in the past. 

The only rodents we 
have found so far are the 
introduced Black Rat and 
the House Mouse. 

One of the objects of the 
current (autumn) trapping 
session is to determine 
whether the native Bush 
Rat, which was once com
mon in the Park, is still 
present. 

The Brush-tailed Pos
sum has also declined in 
numbers and is now possi
bly extinct in the Park. 

We have not seen it in 
the Park and it has not 
been recorded by Ranger 
staff in recent years. 

Three other mammals 
known to have occurred in 
Yanchep and not recorded 
in recent years are the 
Chuditch, Ash-grey Mouse 
and Western Pygmy
possum. 

Jim Rolfe (Research Division) and Terry Goodlich (Yanchep Na
tional Park) drilling a hole for a pit trap for the Yanchep bio

logical survey. 

PROBLEM LOOMS 
AT MILLSTREAM 
THE main features of Millstream are the four large 

riverine pools surrounded by Cajeput forest. 
Each pool rests in a depression dammed up by alluvial 

debris at the downstream end. 
On this alluvium are reeds , Cajeput trees and in some 

cases, Millstream Palms. 
From time to time this alluvium is eroded away by river 

floods , the trees swept away and the pools set up at a 
new level. 

This dynamic process is happening at the bottom end 
of Crossing Pool but was halted by sand bagging in winter 
1987 by the Water Authority. 

A strong river flow in January 1988 has swept away 
the sand bags (see picture) and most of the reeds (fore
ground). 

Another flow could see erosion of the reeds and the· 
pool will drop two metres. 

If this happens , the Cajeput forest and camping ground 
near Crossing Pool could be starved of water and the tr, 
collapse. · 

At the instigation of the Policy Directorate, Water 
Authority Engineers from Karratha are investigating the 

THE number of Dis
tricts qualifying for the 
Executive Directors Per
sonal Award scheme has 
been increasing and Dr 
Shea is having a busy 
time scheduling all the 
presentations into his 
busy work itinerary. 

On February 11, the Ex
ecutive Director accompa
nied by staff from Crawley 
and Como flew into the 
Grimwade Airstrip to be 
met by the Kirup District 
Manager and staff. 

the purchase of a ''Jaws possibility of damming the Crossing Pool outflow chan-

To close the 1987 year 
presentation ceremonies 
were held on the December 
9 at Jarrahdale and Mun
daring. 

Both groups successfully 
achieving one year without 
a lost time injury accident. 

After the presentation of 
rechargeable torches at Jar
rahdale a delightful lunch 
was supplied by the District 
and enjoyed by all em
ployees and visitors. 

It was then on the road 
to Mundaring for a mid af
ternoon presentation at 
which all employees 
received a heach towel_ 

of Life'' rescue machine. nels to maintain the current status of Crossing Pool. 
A great community ---------------------------------------------

Flying into the strip for 
the first time was an ex
perience in itself with sever
al concerned passengers 
wondering about the virtues 
of flying . 

The presentation ceremo
ny was held in the Kirup 
office lawns. 

All employees agreed to 
donate their award to the 
benefit of the Don
nybrook Fire Brigade and 
St John's Ambulance for 

gesture. 
The next presentation 

ceremony was at Busselton 
on February 25. 

The Executive Director 
flew into the Busselton 
airstrip . 

All employees were 
presented with travel bags. 

All four Districts were 
also recipients of the recent
ly concluded IFAP/ FAI In
surance Safety 
Achievement Awards and 
the pennants and certifi
cates were presented at each 
ceremony TOM 
WOOD. 

WANTED: Copy for next edition of 
CALM News. Contact Richard Grant 

386 8811. 

I ENJOYED Barry 
Wilson's short article 
on conservation 
philosophy, especially 
his vivid images of 
boiled numbats, 
squashed invertebrates 
and Hindu kangaroo 
stew - delicious! 

His final paragraph, 
however, sent a slight 
shiver down my spine. 

Barry suggested that 
decisions on environmen
tal matters should be 
based on " scientific prin
ciples" , and that other 
perspectives should be 
tolerated, but presumably 
not taken into serious 
consideration. 

This seems to me to 

Science sound, but ... 
propose a cold, logical 
positivist approach to de
cision making and that is 
full of dangers . 

While working scien
tists may choose to ex
clude ethics, aesthetics 
and metaphysics from 
their thinking, it is impor
tant that those who direct 
scientists and make en
vironmental decisions 
should give strong em
phasis to these three areas 
of thought, perhaps even 
more than to the episte
mology and logic of em
pirical science. 

Otherwise we may end 
up making some deci
sions which are " scientif
ically" sound, but 
atrocious in humanitari
an terms - the essence of 
ecofacism , where a small 
fanatical group may im
pose their views on soci
ety at large. 
The hostility of some tim
ber workers to the 
"greenies" can be inter
preted as resistance to this 
cold, narrow, "scientif
ic" approach to environ
mental decision making. 

Let us develop a 

philosophy of conserva
tion and land manage
ment which is firstly 
human and secondly 
scientific. 

Logic is a great tool, 
but as our master it robs 
us of our humanity . 

Remember the late Dr. 
Mengler? 

I hope I misunderstood 
Barry's outlook on en
vironmental decision 
making. 

DAVID WARD 

• In the spirit of a healthy 
debate Barry Wilson will 
respond to this article in the 
next issue of CALM News. 




