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By CHRIS DONE 

FOUR-wheel-drives 
are prohibited at Pic­
caninny Creek in the 
Kimberley - but that 
didn't bother paraplegic 
tourist Harvey Martin in 
the slightest. 

He only ever intended go­
ing on two wheels, although 
a wheelchair is not the 
mode of transport every 
tourist would choose. 

Harvey, a Vietnam vete­
ran from Modesto, Califor­
nia was on his way around 
Australia when he met up 
with Ranger Bob Taylor 
and myself. 

He helped man our dis­
play at the Kununurra 
Agricultural Society Show, 
after which he accepted our 
invitation to visit the Bun­
gle Bungle area. 

He was most impressed 
with the scenery and has 
taken up a new pastime -
bird-watching. 

He was fascinated by the 
display of more than 20 spe­
cies of birds which came to 
Ranger Jim Wolfenden's 
camp at Kurrajong and 
Gerry Deegan's camp at 
Bellburn. 

Harvey also plays basket­
ball, snorkels, is in the world 
archery team, and competes 
in swimming, iron-man and 
weightlifting events. 

\ 

HAR VEY goes two-wheel-driving through Piccaninny Creek. 

Albany venue for 
oil spill workshop 

CALM personnel re­
cently took part in a four­
day oil spills contingency 
planning workshop and a 
one-day oil spill equip­
ment operator's course 
in Albany. 

The equipment operator's 
course involved lectures on 
the national plan for oil 
spills and an introduction to 
the control and recovery of 
oil, the use of dispersants 
and sorbents, and foreshore 
cleaning techniques. 

After lunch, and in wet 
and windy conditions, vari­
ous booms and skimmers to 
remove oil were demon­
strated alongside the Alba­
ny Town Jetty. 

CALM staff attending 
the course included wildlife 
officers, Albany's park 
ranger, the Environmental 
Protection Branch Manager 
and the South Coast 
Regional Manager. 

The four-day contingen­
cy plans workshop, present­
ed by the Commonwealth 
Department of Transport 
and Communications, was 
attended by Environmental 
Protection Branch 
Manager, Frank Batini and 
South Coast Regional 
Manager, John Watson . 

This was an excellent 
course restricted to about 20 

· personnel from all over 
Australia. 

Eight local participants 
were drawn from local 
government authorities, the 
Albany Port Authority, 
Marine and Harbours, Fish­
eries, Police and CALM. 

The other participants 
were drawn from various 
port and management 
agencies . 

After introductory ses­
sions, the workshop split 
into three syndicates which 
each prepared a contingen­
cy plan for the WA coast­
line between Boat Harbour 

(west of Denmark) and 
Cheyne Beach least of Two 
Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve). 

Syndicates then used 
their contingency plan to 
deal with a hypothetical oil 
spill incident in the area. 

In all instances, CALM 
parks or reserves and wild­
life impact had to be as­
sessed. 

The three contingency 
plans will be edited into one 
document in Canberra and 

then returned to the Alba­
ny Harbour Master for fur­
ther checking and 
refinement. 

The eight local workshop 
participants intend to then 
reconvene to ensure that 
the best possible oil spill 
contingency plan for Alba­
ny and its environs is final­
ly prepared. 

This was an extremely 
valuable course and it is 
hoped future WA courses 
will be attended by CALM 
personnel. 

PARTICIPANTS in the oil spills contingency planning workshop 
take a tour of Albany's port environs and King George Sound. 

Recreation Management School 
A BALANCE of new 

ideas and techniques 
complemented the many 
tried and true procedures 
which were presented at 
CALM's inaugural Ad­
vanced Recreation 
Management School in 
August. 

During the five-day 
course, 29 participants from 
Kununurra to Walpole 
were bombarded with a 
wealth of information 
which is now being direct­
ed into local recreation 
projects. 

Topics ranged from the 

philosophy of leisure and 
recreation through to plan­
ning, interpretation and de­
sign, and construction and 
maintenance. 

Skills learnt were put to 
use immediately during a 
syndicate exercise based on 
redevelopment of Penguin 
Island near Rockingham. 

The five syndicates 
presented their proposals to 
Metropolitan Branch staff 
who in turn will present 
them to the Penguin Island 
Advisory Committee. 

The final management 
plan for the island is likely 
to incorporate many of 
these ideas. 

with eggs. 

Recreation and Land­
scape Branch Manager, 
Wayne Schmidt, and the 12 
other session leaders will 
conduct the same course 
next year. 

It is hoped many of the 
new ideas put forward at 
next year's course will come 
from participants in the 
1988 course. 

- ALAN SANDS 

THERE are a few young emus run­
ning around the south-west which owe 
their lives to Harvey forest ranger 
Bryan Doust. 

A check with Chief Wildlife Officer 
Dave Mell revealed that the eggs were due 
to hatch within two weeks. 

Bryan was tree marking in the coastal 
pine forests prior to logging operations 
when he stumbled upon two emu nests 

Without further ado, the pine logging 
operations were diverted from that area un­
til the eggs had hatched . 

LERP OUrl1HR~AK 
CAUSES CONCERN 

By JANET FARR 
AN outbreak of lerps (Cardiaspina brunnea) on flat-topped yate 

has concerned growers in the Lower Great Southern area since 
1980. 

Lerps to the uninitiated 
are tiny creatures which live 
on leaves under a sugary 
roof and tap into the plant's 
phloem, much like aphids. 

The flat-topped yate is 
important in lowering water 
table levels in order to 
reduce salinity in the 
southern cereal-sheep grow­
ing region of WA. 

The lerp outbreak was 
first recorded in June 1982 
at Kebaringup and since 
then severe damage has 
been evident throughout 
the range of flat-topped 
yate. 

Tree crowns turn brown 
and appear as if they have 
been scorched by fire. 

Dr Ian Abbott, John 
Humphries and I visited the 
outbreak area during July 4 

to 8, to investigate the 
progress and severity of the 
festation. 

Areas visited included 
Mount Barker, Jerramun­
gup, Ravensthorpe, On­
geru p, Gnowangerup, 
Tambellup, Cranbrook and 
Fitzgerald. 

Trees were inspected on 
farm properties and along 
roadside verges, and severe 
damage was observed in 
1986 foliage. 

In many areas older trees 
had responded to the severi­
ty of lerp attack by produc­
ing a high proportion of 
epicormic growth. 

Only minor damage was 
observed on the 1987 leaves 
and few lerp juveniles were 
collected on the trip. 

However , from 

Mapping issue 
relay challenge 

THE gauntlet is down 
and the challenge is on 
for CALM's second Big 
Brook Relay on October 
15. 

Mapping Maniacs are 
joining the fray this year 
and, fresh from a win in the 
Tabloid Olympics, are con­
fident of success. 

"We didn't put a team in 
last year, but we're odds-on 
favourites for this year," 
boasted John Forster. 

But the squad - which 
consists of Forster, Steve 
Jones, Ray Lawrie, Steve 
Rowlands, Chris Simms and 
Des Muir - obviously isn't 
taking the competition 
lightly. 

They have been spotted 
in the Como grounds 
around lunchtime sweating 
it out with a cross-cut saw. 

Information Branch, 
however, seems to believe it 
will get through on pure 
natural talent. 

They are not at all con­
cerned about last year's 
result when they claimed 
the inaugural Derriere 
trophy. 

In fact, says Information 
Branch onlooker John Hun­
ter, they wouldn't mind be­
ing the wooden-spooners 
again this year so they can 

get the bowl to match 
I 987's toilet seat shield. 

Manjimup District, on 
the other hand, will be striv­
ing hard to keep their crown 
and the Karri All Sports 
Trophy. 

Whoever wins - or loses 
- there is one thing forcer­
tain: all the competitors and 
spectators are going to have 
an action-packed, fun-filled 
day . 

Organised by Southern 
Forest Region, the relay is 
the biggest non-work 
gathering of CALM staff. 

The relay ·consists of a 
7.5km run , a 12km cycle 
ride on gravel, a 900m swim 
(wetsuits are allowed), a 
3km paddle in a two-man 
Canadian canoe and, final­
ly, some cross-cut sawing (5 
x 300mm diameter jarrah 
rings.) 

The sporting action will 
be followed by a barbecue 
while other activities such 
as frisbee golf, BMX races, 
windsurfing, fishing and a 
tug-o-war will keep the kids 
- and other kids-at-heart 
- entertained throughout 
the day. 

For more information, 
contact Alan Sands at Man­
jimup on (097) 71 1988. 

Bio-loo turns 

knowledge of lerp outbreaks 
in the Eastern States, future 
outbreaks in the Lower 
Great Southern region are 
very likely to occur. 

This history and extent of 
the outbreak was discussed 
with the Soil Conservation 
Advisory Committee for 
Jerramungup and local 
farmers. 

It was the opinion of 
most farmers that the out­
break was the result of low 
rainfall in past years. 

Correlation of the ou 
break with spraying for 
grasshopper control was 
also mentioned. 

The farmers were en­
thusiastic concerning 
CALM's proposed research 
pr~gramme on the lerp. 

Research of the lerp's bi­
ology and the cause of out­
breaks will be conducted by 
CALM's Entomology team 
based in Manjimup. 

The programme will in­
corporate monitoring lerp 
populations on flat-topped 
yate stands situated on a 
number of cereal-sheep 
properties and in the Stirling 
Ranges and Fitzgerald Na­
tional Park. 

Memories 
tor Mike 
BUSSELTON'S 

Mike Batchelor retir, 
recently after 19 years .... 
a park ranger. 

Mike was the Cape 
Range National Park's first 
ranger - a position he took 
up in October 1972. 

Four years later, he 
moved south to become the 
Leeuwin-Naturaliste Na­
tional Park's first ranger. 

When he took up that po­
sition in November 1976, he 
covered an area from Cape 
Naturaliste to Augusta -
an area now covered by five 
rangers. 

With extra time on his 
hands, Mike has moved to 
Augusta to do a spot of 
fishing. 
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IT'S a far cry from the thunderboxes of old but Section, Como, by the 
a self-composting toilet - or "bio-loo" as it is affec- firSt Friday of every month. 
tionately known - has given Harvey's District Kylie can be contacted 
Manager Peter Henderson a few laughs. on 367 0324. 

The aerobic loo (so- .. ------------------­named because it operates 
with air), has been erected 
at the Stirling Dam picnic 
site. 

Peter says it is an expen­
sive piece of equipment 
which works something like 
this: a large tank, split up 
into many compartments, is 
filled with soil and sawdust. 

It is erected on a slope so 
as the organic waste goes in, 
it slides down the slope from 
compartment to compart­
ment. What comes out at 
the other end, some months 
later, is moist organic com­
post which has no odour. 

An ingenious idea indeed, 
but one which was 
"canned" by a certain shire 
employee - that is, until he 
and his family were caught 
in a rather desperate situa­
tion during a Sunday picnic 
at the dam. 

Peter, who also happened 
to be enjoying a day out 
with friends, swears it was 

ALBANY District Officer Barry Jordan 
receives the safety award from CALM 

Minister Barry Hodge. 

CALM Minister Bar­
ry Hodge took time out 
during a visit to Albany 
last month to present 
safety awards to district 
staff. 

new book - Wild Places 
Quiet Places. ' 

Immediately after 

the smoke from the bar- . Mr Hodge was in town to 

launching the book he 
presented the safety awards 
to staff who had notched up 
one year free from lost time 
injury accidents. becue which brought the launch the department's 

tears to his eyes. 




