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Members of the Fitzgerald River National Park Advisory Committee are briefed on 
the potential impact of dieback on the vegetation of the Fitzgerald River National 
Park. The advisory committee had held a series of field inspections within the park 
in conjunction with specialist CALM staff including Chris Haynes, J?irector of Nf:1-
tional Parks, Frank Batini and Dennis Hilder, Environmental Protectzon Branch (pic-

tured above), and Wayne Schmidt, Recreation and Landscape Branch. 

TOUR OPERATORS' 
By PA UL BRENNAN 

A tour operators forum was held be
tween April 18 and 20 in the Purnululu 
Bungle Bungle National Park. 

Regional 
seminar 

al 
Porongoruu 

SEMINAR 

THE Fifth Annual 
South Coast Regional 
Seminar is to be held in 
August at the Poron
gurup National Park. 

Regional Manager, John 
Watson, said that the first 
Regional Seminar was held 
at Albany in 1983 and that 
for the last two years the 
seminar had taken place in 
Esperance. 

John said that the idea 
behind the seminars was 
three fold. 

First they provide a 
training opportunity with 
most of the regional staff 
together at one time to hear 
updates and developments 
in various aspects of the 
department's work. 

Second they provide an 
opportunity for departmen
tal staff from outside the 
region to get to know 
regional staff better and 
vice versa. 

And third, they enable 
the regional staff to de
velop camaraderie through 
social events including 
evening activites and a din
ner with various presenta
tions and prizes . 

It was designed as an on
site meeting for tour oper
ators and the Department 
to discuss management of 
the area and allowed the in
dustry to express its views 
about the many issues in
volved. 

In all 16 people from the 
tourism industry attended, 
representing eleven compa
nies operating "safari" 
tours in the park . 

This was a little disap
pointing considering that 
more than 30 separate 
companies (Australia wide) 
are now to offer the Bun
gle Bungle as a destination 
in their 4WD "top end" 

and Kimberley 
itineraries. 

tour 

Executive director Dr 
Syde Shea and Regional 
Staff led the operators on 
an itinerary to : 

* familiarize all in
volved with permitted ac
cess zones, camping areas 
and so on; 

* elaborate on particu
lar management issues such 
as soil erosion and feral 
animal control: * point out· geological 
features, examine flora and 
fauna; and 
* emphasize the impor

tant role of tour operators 

Professor's link 
with Esperance 

ONE of the special guest 
speakers at the AFDI Bi
centenary Forestry Confer
ence in Albury from April 
25 to 30 was John Helms, 
Professor of Forestry 
University of California, 
Berkely. 

His subject was "In
troduction of Eucalypts to 
California - their current 
status and future 
prospects". 

tained his forestry degree at 
the Canberra school. 

He then worked for a 
while in Tasmania before 
taking a post-graduate 
degree in the USA, where 
he has been ever since. 

I was pleased to be able 
to bring John up to date 
with the Helms Arboretum 
at Esperance and to tell 
him how it came to be 
so-named. 

as custodians of the area's 
natural assets. 

Overall , the event was 
successful and discussions 
were lively. 

Much was learnt from 
the operators about their 
concerns by the regional 
and head office staff at
tending and this valuable 
input will assist in prepar
ing the management plan 
for the area. 

Despite the difficulties 
involved in organizing the 
trip, the results were en
couraging enough to con
vince Chris Done (Regional 
Manager , Kimberley) to 
think about doing it all 
again in 1989. 

Ningaloo 
Marine 

Park Plan 
PLANNING Branch have just created a new era in planning 

with the first release of only half a plan, but it can hardly be 
called a Claytons version of a plan. 

The draft management 
plan for the Ningaloo Marine 
Park has just been released for 
pulic discussion. 

After a number of years and 
countless thousands of hours 
of negotiation, discussion and 
deliberation, the plan is final
ly off the drawing board, even 
if it is only half a plan. 

Like any partnership , refer
ence is often made to "the 
other half" , and so it is with 
Ningaloo. 

The draft plan deals with the 
State component of the Park 
which is vested in the NPNCA 
and includes the State territori
al waters and portion of the 
coastal land in the southern 
half of the Park. 

Our"other half" comprises 
the outer waters which are 
reserved by the Common
wealth National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. 

A plan of management is 
being prepared by the ANPWS 
for their "half", with manage
ment of the whole being car
ried out by CALM. 

Rather than a management 
partnership it is polygamous, 
because there are actually four 
seperate plans within the one 
(eventual) plan. 

With seperate plans for the 
two components of Ningaloo, 
a plan already formulated and 
approved for Cape Range Na
tional Park, and a fourth to be 
prepared for a coastal recrea
tion reserve north of Cape 
Range will make the "Ninga
loo " plan one of the' most 
diverse and complex plans 
produced for " one" area. 

Rather than a management 
partnership it is polygamous, 
because there are actually four 
seperate plans within the one 
(eventual) plan . 

With seperate plans for the 
two components of Ningaloo, 
a plan already formulated and 
approved for Cape Range Na
tional Park, and a fourth to be 
prepared for a coastal recrea-

tion reserve north of Cape 
Range will make the "Ninga
loo" plan one of the most 
diverse and complex plans 
produced for "one" area. 

Richard May has been for
mulating and co-ordinating the 
plans with Barry Wilson, Ste
phan Fritz, Ian Parker and Ge
off Mercer contributing and 
providing advice . 

At present there are about 
4300 square kilometres of 
reserve in the whole of Ninga
loo which, when fully 
reserved, will be around 500 
square kilometres, with about 
224 kilometres in State waters . 

With 260 kilometres of coast 
and waters out to around 10 
nautical miles with depths 
down to around 1200 metres, 
that means in anyones lan
guage a lot of water between 
all those fish which everyone 
seems to want to catch . 

Add to that about 51,000ha 
of national park and coastal 
marine park, and recreation 
management of pastoral 
leases, you end up with a com
plex series of management is
sues . Some would say a 
Pandoras box . 

Little wonder that, with 
Ningaloo Marine Park and 
Cape Range National Park 
directly adjacent, that Stephan 
Fritz the District Manager in 
Exmouth and Sue Osbourne 
the Marine Park Manager and 
ranger staff, have their ·job cut 
out with one of the biggest and 
most complex parks in the 
State to manage . 

The plan endeavours to 
identify most of the principal 
issues which will affect 
management of the Park for 
up to 10 years . 

It is, however, highly unlike
ly that the plan will reach that 
age before it becomes senile 
and due for review, like any 
"over-mature" bureaucrat! 

With an annual rise in visi
tation over 20 percent and the 
expectation that the park will 

become internationally' 
renowned (it is after all , 
Western Australia 's answer to 
the Great Barrier Reef), the 
whole demography and inten
sity of visitor use could change 
dramatically. 

It will then, without doubt, 
become the major contributor 
to economic development of 
the region and be the window 
for the community into the 
purpose and value of marine 
parks. 

A visitor information centre 
has been built at Milyering in 
Cape Range National Park , 
which overlooks the coral reef 
and lagoon of Ningaloo . 

This project has been joint
ly funded by the State and the 
Australian Bicentenial 
Authority. 

The Centre will serve as an 
important focal point where 
visitors can gain an under
standing of processes, values 
and ethics for use in the Park, 
before they literally launch 
themselves into the waters of 
the Park. 

In this sense, the plan aims 
to integrate management of all 
the activities that occur on the 
coast (where the major impacts 
occur) with management 
the waters of the Park, (, 
principal attraction). 

With adjacent tenure as 
diverse as a National Park, a 
small townsite, pastoral leases, 
a jointly vested coastal recre
ation reserve and a common
wealth bombing range and 
defence facility, management 
will provide an even bigger 
challenge than has been the 
task of planning . 

For the first time, we will 
test the reaction of the com
munity towards management 
of marine parks in the context 
of a plan and in particular, the 
application of a management 
zoning system in marine 
waters. 

BIRDS MONITORED 
By KEITH MORRIS 

SEVERAL Island Nature Reserves off the NW coast 
near Onlsow are important breeding sites for the Wedge
tailed Shearwater (Puffinus pacificus). 

A portion of one of these islands, Airlie Island, has 
recently been used for the construction of an oil base by 
Westminco. · 

Oil from an offshore oilfield 60km to the north is 
pumped to the island and stored in large (250,000 bf 
rel) tanks, prior to shipping to refineries. 

Construction of the oil base destroyed about 200 of 
the 2000 shearwater burrows on the island, however it 
was undertaken at a time when the burrows were not oc
cupied by birds. 

To determine the response of the shearwater popula
tion on Airlie Island to this disturbance, an intensive 
monitoring programme was undertaken by consultants 
Peter and Vicki Long of Astron Engineering. 

The themes for the 1988 
seminar are to be: the visi
tor, interpretation and 
footpath management. 

It may seem strange to 
have a Professor of Fore
stry from Berkely giving a 
paper on Eucalypts, but 
John Helms' association 
with Eucalypts goes very 
deep. 

Although the Esperance 
Pines venture was a failure, 
Andy Helms did some pi
oneering work with trace 
elements which had a pro
found influence on early 
attempts to establish le
gume pastures on the infer
tile Esperance plains. 

Peter Longe and Keith Morris inspect a mut
ton bird nesting site on Serrurier Island. 

This work, which was performed in close liaison with 
CALM officers from Karratha involved assessing the 
numbers of burrows prior to the after the construction 
phase, and the banding of birds from the disturbed area. 

In addition control quadrats were established on the 
relatively undisturbed Serrurier Island. 

Field workshops and 
syndicate exercises will take 
place at the Porongurup 
and Stirling Range nation
al Parks. 

By good luck the semi
nar coincides with a visit to 
WA by George Stankey 
and Tony Veal , overseas 
experts in recreation 
management and visitor 
surveys respectively, and it 
is hoped that both 
researchers will contribute 
to the seminar for part of 
the week . 

He is the son of Danish 
forester Andy D Helms 
who worked in WA for the 
Forests Department and 
with the Esperance Pines 
Co. which planted the first 
pines at Esperance in the 
late 1920's. 

Andy later became a 
respected lecturer at the 
Australian Forestry School 
in Canberra for many 
years. 

John Helms was, in fact, 
born in Experance and ob-

When Peter Richmond 
(then OIC Kalgoorlie) es
tablished the arboretum on 
the site of the remains of 
the Esperance Pine planta
tion in 1972, he quizzed the 
old local identities to get 
ideas for a name for the 
Arboretum. 

To his surprise, most of 
them said it should be 
named after Andy Helms 
and that is why we have the 
Helms Arboretum today. 
- PETER HEWETT. 

NW Rangers' training session 
AN interpretive activities 

training session was held at 
Yanchep National Park 
from Wednesday March 16 
to Friday 18 and represen
tatives from the Pilbara and 
Kimberley. 

The training session was 
coordinated and conducted 
by Gil Field, Interpretation 

Officer, with contibution 
from Information Branch 
Manager Kevin Goss and 
Audio visual Communica
tions Officer Cliff 
Winfield. 

Assistance in the practi
cal demonstrations of in
terpretative activities were 

provided by Trevor Wally 
(Wildlife Officer) who con
ducted an evening spot
lighting walk, and Ranger 
David Lamont and Rod 
Annear who conducted 
guided walks and chil
dren's activities. 

The response from par
ticipants was most pleasing 

to the session leaders who 
found them an active and 
involved audience. 

The true evaluation of 
the training session will be 
in its transfer to interpreta
tive activities programmes 
for visitors to the Parks in 
the Pilbara and Kimberley. 




