
Book provides 
a forest focus Island tinderbox is 

The Jarrah Forest: A complex Mediterranean 
ecosystem. Edited by B. Dell, J.J. Havel & N. 
Malajczuk. Published by Kluwer, Dordrecht, 408 
pages. 

This book, long in preparation has just been published 
and to my knowledge represents the first concerted attempt 
to synthesise all that is known about a Western Australian 
ecosystem. 

a fire worry 
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This was a feasible task because the northern jarrah 
forest is the best studied of all of W A's ecosystems, with 
plenty of information available. 

There is a familiar ring to this story, I'm sure. You know, the boss asks for 
a fairly simple task to be done, and you look at it and think "this will be a 
good one to do". 

The book is organised within three themes - biophysi
cal elements (12 chapters), historical review (3 chapters) and 
management (5 chapters). 

It's a job big enough to be 
a challenge and to put a bit 
of time into, but not too big 
to keep you bogged down 
for weeks. The one where 
you can get the greatest 
satisfaction with the least 
frustration. Authority 

Most chapters are multi-authored, adding to their 
authority and balanced treatment. Twelve authors are 
either present or former CALM/Forests Department staff, 
eight are from the CSIRO, five are academics, two are from 
Alcoa, two are from WA WA and two are unattached. 

But you probably know 
the answer already. Such 
jobs are as common as rare 
and endangered species. 

The story revolves 
around a fire plan for 
Garden Island. 

Topics covered are: soils, landforms, climate, jarrah bi
ology, floristics, dieback, macrofungi, invertebrates, leaf
miner, vertebrates, nutrient cycling, hydrology, fire, 
Aborigines, European impact, land-use conflicts, silvicul
ture, mining, and conservation. In summary, nothing im
portant has been omitted. 

It sounded simple 
enough, but the island has 
not had a major fire since 
1956 and fuel levels in the 
acacia/melaleuca/callitris 
stands are frightening. 

This book should lead to further appreciation of the jar
rah forest locally, nationally, and internationally. It is not 
often remembered that south-western Australia is the only 
Mediterranean region on earth with a forest. - IAN 
ABBOTT 

Given the storage of 
torpedoes and shells, as well 
as expensive military instal
lations and equipment, the 

Workshop puts staff 
on the right path 

Footpaths in the Stirling Range Na
tional Park are in urgent need of 
management says Greg Leamon, a 
Tasmanian Department of Lands, 
Parks and Wildlife officer who visited 
WA recently. 

Greg said water flow and drainage must 
be controlled and on-going maintenance 
programs implemented. 

South Coast Regional Manager John 
Watson said there will be a big effort in 
the next few years to stabilise paths in the 
region , especially those in the Stirling 
Range park. 

Greg's visit was the first step in educat
ing CALM staff on upland footpath 
management. 

During his I 0-day visit to WA, he ran· 
a one-day workshop at Bluff Knoll , which 
was attended by 18 CALM staff from 

Perth, Bunbury, Manjimup. Esperance 
and Albany. 

Greg outlined the Tasmanian footpath 
management program and showed manu
als and management plans used to address 
footpath erosion, construction and main
tenance in that State. 

The group then climbed r 'f Knoll, as
sessing the main tourist pa, .nd discuss
ing path management problems as it went. 

While at the summit~ the group split into 
two and assessed path erosion problems in 
more detail. 

On the way down, workshop par
ticipants reconstructed a section of path us
ing a variety of hand tools. 

After a social barbecue, Neil Taylor, Al
lan Rose and John Watson showed slides 
of path management work being done in 
their regions. 

I by GRAHAME ROWLAND I 
combination is literally (and 
politically) explosive. 

The picture gets murkier. 
As the island is managed 
under a Federal/State agree
ment, CALM is essentially 
the consultant on environ
mental matters. 

An advisory committee 
has th final say on such 
matters. CALM is 
represented on the commit
tee: not as CALM but as 
the State representative 
(others being a Federal and 
many Navy represen
tatives) . 

The Navy also has very 
different aims and methods 
for fire protection (being es
sentially concerned with 
protection of facilities) and 
the committee is not at all 
keen on controlled burning. 

Things are becoming 
more difficult. But this is 
CALM! "We shall 
overcome ... " 

So back to the fire plan. 
Simply identify the values 
and the risks to formulate a 
hazard plan, and then work 
from there. No problems. 

Fragile 
Now the acacias and 

melaleuca don't mind fire, 
so that's okay. The dune 

able prior to the '56 fire 
and, because they don't self
thin, the ages don't neces
sarily relate to the diameter. 
Hmm! Need to ring-count 
the stands. (I wonder how 
important that fire plan 
REALLY is?) 

Perhaps we could get stu
dents over there? Or money 
for a consultant to re-assess 
the baseline flora data col
lected many years ago? 
What about data other than 
flora? Not even baseline in
formation. Oh God! (Still it 
is late April and the fire sea
son is over, so why worry?) 

Hazard 
Eventually you formulate 

a hazard plan for the boss, 
who presents it to the com
mittee, which re-iterates 
that it doesn't like burning, 
even on strategic strips. 

He restates the possible 
consequences and things 
don't seem to change. 
You've tried for money for 
consultants (and it may 
even be available), and 
you've spent many hours on 
the phone. 

All in all , you really have 
done quite a lot for seeming
ly little re• ·. But you 
know that ir. ,erfect world 
you would or· could have 
done more - and that all 
those nagging questions 
could have been answered. 

Sound familiar? 
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areas are high, inaccessible, .----• 
but very fragile, okay. 

These callitris are pretty 
unique - it's a bit like Rot
to probably was in parts. So 
what's their silviculture? 
Good question. Ring 
around and get the low 
down. 

But how did the fire af
fect them? No photos avail-

Take care and 
don't look back! 

Who bothers to warm up before tackling physical tasks? Who later 
complains of a sore back? Who cares? 

Winter's approach 
heralds an increase in 
back injuries and muscle 
strains in CALM. 

Sedentary activities 
such as clerical work, 
driving and watching TV 
have caused a decline in 
the fitness level of all age 
groups. 

Many of us sit for long 
periods at desks or in ve
hicles and then attempt 
to do heavy physical 
work. 

It makes good sense to 
warm up cold muscles 
before exercising - and 
this helps relax muscles 
and relieve everyday 
stress. 

Simply walking, jog
ging, swimming or cy

/ cling for at least 20 
·r;;=~~-: minutes without rest uses 

by TOM WOOD 

To improve fitness, we 
should exercise and in
clude some aerobic ac
tivity in our routine. 

large muscle groups and 
increases heart and lung 
efficiency. 

Of course, any sudden 
change in the nature of 
exercise activities should 
only be made in consul
tation with a doctor. 

So, next time you're 
about to tackle the heavy 
stuff, think ahead -
then there should be no 
looking back! 

A map milestone 
CALM's Land Infor

mation section has com
pleted its biggest map, 
about the size of an aver
age room. 

ing zones, national parks, 
nature reserves and other 
tenure. 

It will be invaluable for 
planning, protection, oper
ations and management. 

On top of the world: workshop participants pause to catch their breath after climbing Bluff Knoll. Picture: ALLAN 
ROSE. 

Poor physical fitness 
increases the chances of 
strains, particularly that 
of the spine during the 
day's activities. 

It provides an instant 
overview of the entire Cen
tral Forest Region and 
shows districts, shires, burn-

The wall map, which 
measures 4.4 x 3.65 metres, 
is actually thirty-five 
I :50000 maps joined 
together by velcrose strips. 

Rain chases trail ceremony indoors 
A heavy downfall of rain couldn't 
dampen the spirits of those involved 
in constructing the Y aberoo
Budjara Heritage Trail when it was 
opened last month. 

The ceremony moved indoors to an old 
hall in Yanchep National Park. 

The trail - developed by CALM, the 
WA Heritage Committee, and the City of 
Wanneroo - was a project involving Fed
eral , State and Local Government 
cooperation. 

It resulted in the provision of 28km walk 
which features Aboriginal and European 
historical sites. 

Based on the Yellagonga tribe's move
ment track, later used by Europeans as a 
stock route, the trail links the lakes of the 
coastal plain. 

It starts at Neil Hawkins Park, adjacent 
to Lake Joondalup, and travels through 
Neerabup National Park before ending at 

Loch McNess in Yanchep National Park. 

Y aberoo-Budjara means "the land of the 
people of the north of Perth". 

Despite the wet weather, a large crowd 
witnessed the opening by Local MP Jack
ie Watkins and Wanneroo City Council
lor Bill Marwick. 

Frank Serafini, the car
penter at CALM's Como 
headquarters, will mount it 
on a wall at Bunbury's 
regional office. 

The map was prepared by 
CALM's Geoff Wheeler 
and Jenny Henderson of 
Land Information (Map
ping) section. Eric Mead 
from the Department of 
Land Administration 
mounted it on linen. 


	p1
	3-4



