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Our cadets land

in (cold) water

S

GREATER PROTEGTION

MANAGEMENT Nbvngeﬂ?E? B

Greater protection
is to be given to
Western Australia’s
national parks and a
new category of ‘con-
servation park’ is to
be created.

CALM Minsster lan Tay
lor said the new measures
were comtained n the
amendments to the CALM
Act 1984 introduced into
Parliament today

“The Act will be amend
ed 1o creale conservation
parks in areas which were of
conservation and récreation
significance. Many such
parks will be created from
State forest areas,” Mr Tay
lor sawd

Conservation  parks
would have high conserva
tion values but not have the
national significance of Na
tnonal Parks

Second year cadets recently spent two weeks’ training on Penguin I sland. One of their tasks we fo fsxeall

this new floating sign near Seal Island. Story and phots pages 4.5,

Ihe major regional
parks in the metropolitan
gfea are (o be managed
py the Department of
¢ onservation and Land
Management.

CALM Minsier lan Tay
lor said oday the regional
parks incorporated many of
Perth's important wetland
and coastal areas.

“The new parks and
management armangement
will bring us closer to pro
tecting large areas of the
metropolitan area for the
public.” Mr Taylor said.

Under the new scheme
the Department of Planning
and Urban Development

CALM’s regional and
branch managers met in
Perth during October for
their annual session of
reviewing progress and
sciting new goals for the
year ahead. r
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During the week's mest
ng managers also under-
ook a short tour of
CALM's reserves in the
Metro Region, where they
discussed the concept of the
CALM “Shop Window™
and attended a special train-
INg course on negotiation
skills

Executive Director Svd
Shea updated managers on
the political influences on
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would continue lo be

responsible for the overall
planning and acquisition of
lands for regional open
space

“DPUD has planned
Perth's regional open space
system which will, when
completed, be comparable
to any in the world. The
‘green belt’ has a number of
components including land
for parks and recreation
which have been acquired
by the Government over
the last 30 years.”

Much of the land for
parks and recreation was
currently vested in local
authorities,

CALM and emphasised the
need for managers (o act as
true professionals in analys
ing issues and developing so
lutions o problems.
“Dedicated, professional
public servants are what
make the Westminster Sys.
tem of Government work™,
Dr Shea said

On the final day of the
conference, managers iden
tified four arcas where
CAIM needed 10 do 3
much betler job

Internal communications:
It was felt that CALM peo
ple and their (amilies need
to be given much more in

II“II'I-'II-‘-FHHH_II-I-J“HIHIIHI'IIIIHI‘IHIII LLLLE R LR TRy T Y

However, the

thrusts of the proposed
meiropolitan regional parks
plan which included Joon
dalup, Herdsman Lake, the
Canning River Wetlands,

main

Beeliar and Rockingham
Lakes was for the protection
of conservation arcas and
improved access for the
public

State Cabinet has ap
proved the appointment of
a task force to investigate
the rauonalisation of
Governmeni resources
which are currently being
expended on regional open
space.

formation about what
CALM does and why we do
it If all CALM staff are bet
ter informed they will be
able to do their jobs better,
more easily answer ques
tions from the public and
can become better ambas
sadors for conservation and
land management

CALMs philosophy:

Many people, both inside
and outside CALM. do not
understand the basic
philosophy underlying
many of CALM’s activities
What s the rationale for
our torestry, wildlife and
recreaton programs?
Managers felt this should be

etro Parks Adopted

“This task force will be
given four months to
resalve the gquestions of
funding, industnal matters
and stafl restructuring. It
will also clearly define the
roles of CALM, DPUD and
other agencies in the future
planning management and
administration of Regional
Parks and open space.

*There will be no alicra
i 10 ExXiSUng arrange
menits with local
government. In fact, the key
to success Of the scheme will
be the maintenance of a
close liaison with local
councils,” Mr Taylor said

clearly spelled out and avail
able to everyone in the form
of a booklet and a video.

Participation in manage-
ment: CALM has made
huge progress in public par-
Licipation in conservation
and land management, bul
we can do more, We also
need to work harder at en-
suring the participation of
more of CALM' staff in
many areas of decision-
making Participatory
management 5 a [.'I.L[”T in
the success of the safety pro-
gram in CALM

Prioritiess Managers felt
they needed betier guidance
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The Minister said a prime

NEWS

FOR ESTATE

example of an area which
would qualify as a conserva
tion park was Lane Poole
Reserve near Dwellingup

All State forests would be
designated for specific uses
as conservation, recreation,
timber production and
water catchment areas, of @
combination of these, This
would provide a clear pub
lic commitment and under
standing of the intended
purpose of each State foresi
area

*Much greater protection
for national parks and all
lands controlled by CALM
will result from substantial
increases in penalties,” Mr
Taylor sawd

[he penalty for damage
to land controlled under the
CALM Act would increase
from a S1000 fine or six
months' imprisonment to
10,000 or 12 months” im
prisonment

“There have been some

Executive Director Syd Shea officially opened a training facility at CALM s
Wood Utlisarion Research Centre in Harvey earlier this month.

Established by the Forest industries Training Council, the facility features
a new saw bench which will be used to train both department and industry people.

The centre’s facilities were inspected and a demonstration of equipment given
by centre personnel, Photo courtesy Harvey Reporter.

instances where those
responsible for damage to
Mational Parks have
received minor fines. The
changes will give the courts
the option of bemng more se
vere with offenders,” Mr
lavlor said

Other amendments (o th
CALM Act would allow fer
Aboriginal representation
on the National Parks and
MNature Conservation
Authority, for protection of
archaclogical sites ©n
CALM lands and for un
jons to be represented ON
the Forest Products
Council.

“In the past 12 menths,
the size of the conservation
estate in Western Al stralia
has been increased HY MOE
than 500,000 ha

“These added ICASUITS
will mean a greate# area ol
the State can be more effec
tively managed far conser
vation and putilic use,” Mr

Fayhar said.

Managers review progress
— set new goals for 1990

on CALMs prnioritics. With
Ercater cxpectanons on
them. bul no increase
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Regional and
branch managers
inspect  Penguin
Island.

resources, managers have o
make tough decsions. What

are the most important pro
grams in each region?
Where should they focus
resources? What programs
can be dropped off?

Dr Shea thanked
managers for raising these
ssues and undertook to see
they were followed up. He
said he was especially keen
on improving the Mlow of in
formation to forest and park
workers in districts and to
therr families

— ROGER
UNDERWOOD
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From my desk

The decision by the Government to transfer
responsibility for the management of regional
parks to CALM presents a major challenge for

Carolyn will edit the pub

A full-colour guide to
e - lication while Bob feld

natural areas from Shark

the department.

from.

rare opportunity

SYD SHFA,
Executive Director

It also provides an excellent opportunity for
CALM to greatly increase its interaction with the
people who live in the metropolitan area. Hrt_ullu
CALM’s presence, particularly through its activi
ties in the Marmion Marine Park, is increasingly
being felt, the vast majonity of our work is car-
ried out in arcas remote from where the bulk of
Western Austraha'’s population resides.

Our involvement in the management of regional
parks in the metropolitan area will give us the op
portunity to interact with large numbers of peo
pie and demonstrate our competence in mana ging
the land while allowing as many people as possi-
ble to use and enjoy it. This is never an casy task
and while we will always have our criteria, | am
enormously proud of the professional job being
done in all areas of the State. | don't mean this
in a self-satisfied way, We still have huge tasks be-
fore us; but it is healthy having an occasional look
over the shoulder to see where we have come

Look at how we now sit with management plan
preparation. Less than five years ago we had
almost none in place and the daunting task before
us of covering all those individual reserves. To-
day about two-thirds of the area of national parks
have a plan in place or in preparation. Admitted
ly, one of these, Rudall River, covers 1.5 million
hectares, but I believe this is a real credit to the
many people — including members of interest
groups and the general public — who have con-
tributed to a process led by CALM officers.

That is the kind of challenge we face with
regional parks. First, in conjunction with other
government agencies, we have to report on how
the responsibilities can be best organised, and then
we have to get on with wise use of resources to
achieve the diffficult, but attainable. balance be-
tween recreation and conservation, This will be
in what Drew Haswell calls the shop window, a

Bay to Kununurra, along
similar lines to *Wild
z Places, Quiet Places’, is
: being produced.

Carolyn Thomson from
Public Affairs and Bob Sy
£mons from Land Informa
Z tion recently spent a month
= visiting the Kimberley, Pil
Zbara and Geraldton
= Gireenough regions to com
spile information for the
Z book.
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Digging for earthworms
in a Kimberley rainforest
or collecting Acacia
seeds may seem a strange
way (o spend one’s holi-
days. But for a group of
amateur naturalists it
was the chance of a
lifetime!

Kevin Kenneally, a Her-
barium senior botanist, and
Kevin Coate, a tour opera-
tor specialising in natural
history, have, through their
affiliation with the WA
Naturalist’s Club arranged
long-range field trips to the
Kimberley for the past five
years

It's an innovative idea
where voluntary assistants
pay to participate in field
trips to the remote region.
This year's two-week trip
in June targetted the Fast
Kimberley to gather data
for a number of current
CALM research projects.

These included the Na
tional Rainforest Conserva.
tion Program, comparison
of the vegetation of Mirima
National Park with Keep

Be responsibly safe

by Tom Wood
Have a look arcund your
workplace.

You'll be surpinised at the
number of things that could
cause serious accidents to
you and fellow staff.

Health and safety in the
workplace are matters for
everyone,

Each of us is responsible
for making our working en.
vironment and procedures
on our werrksites safe — he
it a field operation, in a
workshog or an office. They
all need 1o be checked.

Slips, trips and falls are a
major problem at work as
well as in the home, so start
with the obvious things that
need stonng away,

Make sure housekeeping
15 up to scratch. Check for
fire hazards, safe stacking,

Four

clectrical hazards, noise and
lighting
These are only a few of
the easily identified hazard
areas in most work sites.
Don't wait for the team
leader to do the job for you,

Safety

The number of days lost
due to accidents inthe 12
months to September
1989 was 130] — up
919 on the number Jost
for the same period Jast
year,

S0 far this year CALM
has recorded the least num
ber of days lost for some
VEars,

I'he number of medical
treatment accidents rose to
137 in the year 1o Septem-

providing a place where
people could apprecigie the

figures
rise in 1989
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checked the maps that will
be a major feature of the
book

During the trip they en
countered a siranded false
killer whale on the beach al
Onslow and a baby cmu
with its lez tangled at
Exmouth.

Bob and ranger Sieve
Strachan spent hall an hour
running around the bush
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Guide to north in production

trymg to catch the emu, a
task made more difficalt by
the protective [ather and
the rest of his brood

According to Carolyn, a
helicopter ride over the
Bungle Bungle massif was
definitely one of the high-
lights of the trip.

She said it was also in-
the
Aboriginal rangers from the
Katherine National Park in
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teresting to meel

River National Park and a
survey of the gorges in the
northern Durack Ranges on
El Questro Station includ
ing plant collections, bird

Margaret Lissiman & Winsome Byrne collecting

servatons.,

According to Kevin Ken-
neally, one of the many

highlights was the collection

Acacia seeds at El Questro Station,
sts and natural history ob-

help, expertise and hospital- =
ity, imcluding Roni
Shepherd, Doug Myers, £
Steve Strachan, Mark
Pittavino, Allen Grosse,
Bob Taylor, Ron Hollands, =
Kevin Hughes, Hugh Che
vis, Keith Cunningham, Ge =
off Kregor and Greg Oliver

the Northern Terrmtory,
who were on an exchanpge
vl to the Pumululo Na
vonal Park at the same
time

i
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Another highlight in the
Kimberley was travelling up
the Gibb River Road with
new distnct manager, Allen
‘Goanna” Grosse, an ex
perience not to be forgotten

The book will be full
colour and published by =
May next year, just in time
for the peak tournst season
in the North-West
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A greal many people as
sisted the pair with their
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RALISTS HEAD NORTH

By Vicki Hamley

South Africa and Switzer
land who are conducting
collaborative chemical and
developmental studies with
Bruce Maslin, a senior
botanist at the Herbarium
These studies are contribut
ing to the classification o
Acacia.

The field trips are popt:
lar among naturalists wio
are more than happy to gy
for the experience and fiey
provide tremendous a5
sistance, Kevin said.

These trips could mt be
mounted without the dnan-

cial contribution & the
naturalisis, he addel

They allow narywalists to
participate in research pro
grams while shar#ig cosis.
In return they have the op
portunity to see st hand
some of the techiiques used
in biological dat# gathering.

Kevin said one of the
most importail aspects of
the trips wae that people be-
camie beiier informed about
these areas and could make
8 positive contribution to
the conservation dehate.

of an interesting Acacia at
El Questro Station

Send fearm thila apCCIes
was collected and on return
to Perth, sent to scientists in

assist by being pro-active.

Remember — safe 5YS:
tems of work ensure safe
practices and standards are
mamntamed. We need your
help in continuing to make
CALM a safe place o work.

ber 1989, up from 129 in
the previous 12 months.

Last September there
were six lost time accidenis
and 18 medical treatment
accidents, This year the
figures are one and 17
respectively.

Four vehicle accidents
were recorded and three
Mmanual handling back

strains, Slips and falls are (S0 2 I

the most causal factors in B3
these accidents.

The program, which ook

Public Affairs
new manager

CALM's new Public Affairs M ;
Kawalilak, (pictured), anager is Ron

Ron recently moved to WA from Canada with his wife
Jill and daughters Jane and Emily

. He was formerly the director of the P
Communications Branch with the Mini
ment, British Columbia, as well as c
munications Advisory Committee 1o
of Ministers of (he Environment.

ublic Affairs and
Siry of Environ
hairman of the ( ‘om
the Canadian Coungil

Ron’s branch was res
legraled, creative and
taton and consuliat
programs for schools.

Ron's background includes an En
Philosophy degree and 19 years' expe
techmical communication, ad vertising

ponsible for proy iding planned, in-
professional PR services, public edy
Ion and environmental education

glsh Literature angd
FIEnce in journalism,
and public relations.

A poet and short SIOry writer, th
» three collec
work have alo been published. VRS

All were full of praise for

Away from work Ron enjoys ;
y fro . JOYS a good game of
tennis and 5 looking forward o cxniminid WA e

Aces

CALMs Manjimup dis.
trict office has heml:*mn.
plimented for pro
new facilities at the Four
Aces,

Manjimup Tourist
Burean  Committep
manager Jill Wiseman re.
?:cntly wrote to Southern

orest Regiona| manager
Alan Walker congratulating

Ces was one of
_lhr. MAin tourist attractions
in the ares

The new facilities would
b-me{l: the iourist industry
considerably, she said,

beauty of the Karri forest

Four Aces has g new post
and rail fence, toilets ang
SpOLting spopes.

Planting
Program

CALM’s Mund

district and the .I::;In
shire are setting an ex.
ample by comh ning ef.

forts fto ush
planting, . free

Mundaring Shire extend
ed its thanks o district

manager Peger Keppel for
the department’s assistance

given in the 198990 tree

planting pr )
E program, Ping Centre,

will enable ope
1o be planted over the next

with the planting of 30,000
natve trees.

Praise
for display

Forest R |
i muntﬁmﬂ' received

h_en visited the ‘Conservs
tion
Awareness* Promotion dis
Play held last mongh il the

nine months o establish
million trees

vears

It will begin nexg vear

A letter to Northern

Dear Mr Steve Slavin.
A number of Our mem

and Envirnmntm il

addington Metro Shop

l ,Yﬂ" did i beautifully
cdr!'lrn:g €an be such a fun
ling [ungrmu]a{iz:—m

Yours sincerely,
Bob Harington,
Branch Presiden:_

CALM's effort

The rapid development of

ENVIronmenta| dwareness in
the community
major weakness, it is lack
NE a solid foundation and
can fade away a5 rapidly as
It Cime

has one

Tnmmmamlru-mmmu (

Nity's enthusiasm Conservy
tion
the nationa) Psyche and this
L;:: only be done by SOWing
I .

the minds of Qur vouth

Must become part of

‘conservition seed’ in C

ME magpie attacks on my
Way 1o the bus stop, [ never
thought I woyld be w
a letter of thanks and :
mendation, | e
the

Your
Hazeldon not only

Wa WildNlower Society
Arnluda!e-!‘;uhtmﬂm '

Branch
Overcoming
Mmagpie fear

The Tollowing letter was
received by Chief Wild.
life Officer Dave Mell at

omo recently,
Dear Sir.

When I telephoned
ALM prev ously concern

riting

_ JUst wanted
magpies killed.

officer
calmed

: plus  his My grateful '
kmdnm_m and sincerity be Shaun PR -
yond his years convineed -
me that | had 1o Overcome Rﬂ“bn Humphriﬁ.

Ej’ fear — which I did" hIRR.&H'IH-]-ZN.

'hat was 3 MAjor traum: cﬂ
LR

In my day loday routine Tha

has Practically pope nb LM
Shaun helped 1o arrange e fnﬂrmring tter was

for a resident near the bys
SIop to walk me past the
magpies. | now walk myself
umbrella yp*
good that inste:
Ing a ‘License 1p Destroy’ |
received hejp

Standing and sofuty
on
my problem v

| believe You have a deg;
) cal -harmi
Shaup ed angd charming Person

deserves 1o

my fear of maggies SWOOp
ing, b_ut his patience and de
lermination,

heights in his field of work

received py Way

Schmidt z;° rherd
Honie. at Murdoch
and feel so
1 of recey-

To the stafy at CAIM.

na]"i‘ur:—iuu for all you did for
many months 1o mak
Bibbulmup Walk ‘g9 ﬁui‘l? :‘
happy time for us and £
INE us a further Jook at all
the work you do,

and undey

your cmploy whao

achigye Breag et Spprecia ted,

Pauline O'Dey

J
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~ NO EVIDENCE OF

Artist: Sally Watson

DUGONG NUMBERS RISE

For more than a de-
cade it has been known
that Shark Bay and Ex-
mouth Gulf harbour
major dugong popula-
tions — thanks to the
work of CALM senior
research scientist Bob
Prince and retired Cal
gary University professor
Paul Anderson.

Earlier this vear a survey
was carried out in these
areas to find out just how

Metro

by Colin Ingram

The Metropolitan
Region is leading the way
with the introduction of
volunteer programs.

A training program was
held for volunteers involved
in providing mterpretation
and information services on
Penquin Island in Sep-
icmber.

Fifteen volunteers at
tended the weekend course.

many dugongs there are
In July CALM funded
the travel of Queensland’s
James Cook Umiversity
dugong expert Helene
Marsh to WA to help carry

out an aenal survey ol
population numbers.
Co-ordinated by Bob

Prince. the survey also in
volved technical officer
Andy Williams, Shark Bay
district manager Ron
Shepherd and Dr Marsh’s
research assistant Keith

Saalfeld.

Paul and Donna Ander
son added their local
knowledge. (Paul has
researched dugongs in WA
over the past 10 years, this
month completing two
vears' field study at Shark
Bay.)

The survey estimated at
least 10,000 dugongs in
Shark Bay and a further
2000 mn the Exmouth Bay
Ningaloo Reef area.

According to  Ron

qus the way

training program
was developed by Metro
Region staff, convened by
Andrew Van Der Wacht
and led by Gil Field and
Rae Burrows.

Ranger-in-charge Jim
Maher provided an indepth
i of the eland, covering
such subjects as vegetation,
wildlife, sland conservabon
and recent history.

The volunteer program
will provide visitors with a
range of interpretative and

earth education tours on the
island

In addition an informa-
tion centre will provide less
energetic visitors with infor-

mation and printed
literature.
The program began earli-

ar Lhis itk aned continues
each weekend until the end
of January.

For more information on
the program contact An-
drew Van Der Wacht on
364 0740,

F

£ Remnant areas of origi-
£ nal ecosystems - frag.
£ mented by human activi-
= ties are the only
= resource available for
conserving natural biota.

A major question facing
£ conservation biologists has
Sbheen whether linkages or
E corridors between these
£ remnants enhance the over-
S all conservation value of a
Sregion by enacting biotic
; maovement

The values of corridors
nd their management
roblems were discussed at
recent conference at Bus
selton.

B B

Mature Conservation and
& the Role of Corndors was
& convened by the Roadside
Conservation Committee
with support from CALM,
CSIRO and the Main
Roads Department.

More than 80 scientists,

§ administrators and
managers with representa-
tives from Canada, United
States, Belgium, New
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Ranger Jim Maher with volunteers on Penguin Island.

Zealand and South Alfrica
attended the five day con-
ference.

lssues discussed

Large parks and reserves
are the backbone of any
conservation system, but
cannot be considered or
managed in solation. Con-
servation must be set in a
regional perspective by de-
veloping systems or net
works of habitat patches
connected by corridors
which allow movement of
the biota.

This is essential to ensure
dispersal, recolonisation and
gene flow and ensure the
mamienance of small solat-
ed populations.

Corridors can o¢cur as
natural parts of the land
scape such as rivers, or can
be artefacts occurnng along
roads, railways, fencelines
or powerlines.

Such cormidors are in ef-
fect lincar remnanits left fol
lowing the clearing of the
adjacent landscape

Shepherd, the survey iden
tified key winter areas for
dugongs and provided
necessary data for compil-
ing management recom

mendations.
Results have been used o

produce the first winter dis
tribution map for the
mammals

Helene had completed
similar surveys along the
coast of Queensland and
lorres Strait and B using
the information to advise on
Australia-wide management
strategies for dugongs. Bob
Prince is presently develop
ing a management strategy
for dugongs

The survey ranks the
Shark Bay population as the
fourth largest in Austraha
behind the western Gulf of
Carpentana, northern coast
of the Northern Territory
and Torres Strail

Collective survey infor
matlon estimatoa the Aus
tralian population to be
about 70,000

The sighting of a large
population of dugongs on
the Ningaloo Reef was con
sidered to be unusual.

Available food sources
{scagrass) are limited and
sparse here. It is believed the
reef may provide the mam
mal with a warm winier
refuge

Also observed around the
reefl were about 20 whale
sharks. This was significant
as high numbers of the spe
cies near Ningaloo dunng
winter months had not
previously been reported

{Local Exmouth resident
Dr Geofl Taylor has had a
long-standing interest in
whale sharks at Ningaloo
Reef. 1t was a surprise that
the large numbers were seen
westward of the reef.)

SLA

No evidence has so far been pro

being taken illegally in shark nets off Geraldton.

CALM Minister lan Tay

jor said department officers

were still investigating al
leged killings and sale of
{ins

» A number of Geraldton
people have been inier
viewed, shark boats inspect
ed and boat skippers and
deckhands interviewed.” he
sand

“Processing works and
fish markets in Geraldion
and Perth have also been in-
spected.”

“Mr Tavior smd he was
concerned about this type of
so-far unsubstantiated story
getting out of control.

“We have only just reco

vered from the disastrous
publicity which surrounded
a totally untrue story about
the slaughter of dolphins off
our coaslt

“There are concerns that
these latest allegations may
have been sparked by a
reporied dispute between
professional shark fisher
men and locals

“We need firm evidence

not allegations.”

Mr Taylor said the
CALM invesugation and
another ordered by Fisher
ies Minister Gordon Hill
would continue and if the
claims were substantiated,
the offenders would be dealt

UGHTER

duced to support allegations that dolphins are

with to the full extent of the
law

Penaltics for anyone
found illegally killing dol
phins in our waters is 54000
under State laws and up 10
100,000 under Common
wealth laws,

According to chief wild
life officer Dave Mell, wild
life officers mspecied a
dolphin found on the beach
at Geraldions Point More

~ ils lower jaw missIng.

A second dolphm with its
jaw missing was reported at
Drummonds Cove

No evidence of the cause
was found

To better understand
public firewood
needs/wants, CALM has
recently carried out a
random firewood survey
throughout Perth.

In September, 1000 sur-
vey forms were posted to
random addresses asking a
householder 1w complete
them and so indicate their

Sharon Fitzpatrick (cent
for next winter. On hand were .
daring district forest workmen Greg

needs and method of col

lecting firewood, To achicve

a successful response,
Northern Forest Region
offered a yvears supply ol
firewood
winner of a draw of com
pleted survey forms.

This worked and a high

40% return rate was recond

re) found herself surrounded by five tonnes of wood
re NFR International Officer Stev Slavin, Mun-
Brown and Brian Selkirk and NFR Region-
al Manager Eric Jenkins.

{Stonnel to the

ed. The statistics are now
being processed to give the
department a starting point
in understanding firewood
usg.

Survey winner was Sha-
ron Fitzpatrick of Becken-
ham who received her
whole years needs in one
load.

Conference looks at
corridor management

They have an important
function in adding w the
overall area of remnant
vegetation in a region and
providing habitat for some
fauna.

Management of these
linear remnants I8, however,
often difficult as they have
a large edge to area ratio
and are subject to distur
bances from the surround-
mng matrx.

Corndor dynamics are
dominated by external
rather than mnternal -
Muences unless they are
wide enough for there to be
an intenor portion which is
not influenced by edge
effects

Edge effects include phys-
ical and chemical effects

such as increased isolation
and wind damage, inputs of
nutrients, herbicides and
pesticides and biotic effects
such as invasion by weedy
species or pathogens and in

by Richard Hobbs,
CSIRO
Helena Valley

creased predation and mor
tality.

The importance of cor
ndors in faclitating move
ment of biota has until now
been assumed, withoui
much unequivocal data to
back the assumption

Studies reporied at the
conference are now provid-
ing data that indicates cor-

ridors do have a vital role o
play in the movement of
components of the fauna.

The attributes which are
important in cormidor design
are, however, likely to be
taxon-specific and a single
corridor may not be effec
tive for all components of
the biota.

Species using corridors
may be predominantly
weedy species capable of
movement in any case. Un
der certain conditions a cor
rdor could act as a sink or
death-trap in which dispers-
ing individuals could be
more likely to suffer mortal-
ity, for example, through
predation.

Corridors also have other
functions apart from provid-
ing habitat and movement

crop and livestock produc
tivity and ameliorate wind
and water erosion.

Corridors, especially
along roadsides, are the win
dow through which tourists
and the travelling public
look at the landscape and so
have a vital role in educa
tion and increasing public
awareness of nalure conser
vation issues,

Research priorities in
clude the establishment of a
regional inventory to deter
mine the location and con
dition of existing corridors
and the development of
management lechniques
that will maintain corridor
values.

Monitoring of cormidor
guahiy s also essential, as &
the integration of research
and management. Rehabili-
tation and restoration tech
nigues are also required that
will allow the development

of cormidor networks.

Further detailed research
on fauna movement and re

III'IIIIIIIIHIII-IIHHHI-_'IIII'IIHHI-IIﬂﬂllllMI|IlHHIil-ﬂﬂlllllllllllll“lllllllllmulmmml“lmu_lilllllll_l-—m
conduits. They can serve as
shelterbelis which increase

quirements of individual
species are also vital if cor-
ridors allowing biotic move-
ment are to be provided.

The conference stressed
the importance of commu
nication with the general
public and politicians about
issues related with corndors g
and conservation in gener- g
al and reiter- I
ated the need for scientists §
to spend a significant part of §
their time (say 10%) doing 2
this. ;

For conservation o be
successful, it has to become
important to everyone, not £
just a select few.

The conference provided 2

a timely follow-up to that E
on remnants of native vege:
tation in 1985, also held at
Busselton.

The proceedings of this g
year's conference should be E
available within a year and §
will provide a companion S
volume to the successful £
one from the last conference ;
titled Mature Conservation 8
- The Role of Remnants of §
Nature Conservation =
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Cleaming up the e

{BOVE: Greg Pobar e xoleimy the vemba equipmiert
to Mirch Daver

ABOVE: ANl working
togther.

. ﬂ' 3
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CGramt Pranls drexsed for the occasion.

Cadet castawa
on Penguin Is

Ten second vear cadets recently en
joved the spice of island lile during a
two-week stinl on Penguin Island.

The 10 along with two LLPETY RN
officers including training oflficer  Alan
Byrne, were based on the sland as pan ol
their trammeng program which mcludes mar
ing park management, wikilile protectnon,
national park management and sonw oper
gl work

CAl "nil 4 mdrine operatkons and lands
maniager Cireg Pobar spoke (0 therm aboul
a muember of the department s activibies, n
cloding boating and diving safety, snorkel
ling and marine flora and fauna
dentificaton

Cireg stressed the importance of stalt be
Ing sliahly .|-|J: fieed 1o use diving eguip
ment and boats, epocally when on the pob
amil ir

o il
v o L

acated the Cosnmeegueemces Ol Babel
ES B0 WITHIE

From a small cave on the westormn sade
of Penguin Island, a “lecture room™ from
one talk, Greg took the cadiets shorkelling
on offzhore reefs

He brought hack a collection of mol
luscs, crustaceans and coral and for ken
tification, giving the cadets & flirst hand
insight into an ared that is éxpecied o be
come & manne park in the future

{1t was no surprise that Cireg had o Mood

n s
i '

o pngncs aboul (D VECan! manne rark
job =1 Mammion.

Marme mammal strandings, CALM's
okt m strandings and the ||.|:|.||'|||.' il
stranded zmimals were topics covered in g
talk by supervesing wilkilife offcer Doug
Coughran

The Fenguimn lsland works program wis
pari of the -""1“‘-|"'1r|!|!.}'| Repson’s plan to
|_‘i'\|,';.j|: up the g i_.m__

FAMECT 5

Their work incisded the repair and
pairstirig of the research wiits and informa
tian centre, the laying of paths, ereCtion
of fences and the remowval of okd concrete
waler anks znd other rubbash

Cireg Pober had no trouble in petiing
volunteers o help kem complete repairs of
the sland’s saier

mstall a Nowong

Uy pepehne amd 0

sign near Seal ksland 1o
the sland & & natur

nfiorm vissioT

reserve and

Being young people with plenty of i
penuity and mtative and realmng they
had a umigus IpporTumty lor Some necTe
ation actvines along with ther formal
duties, Lthe caiets miroduced daylight wy
ing on Pengun Iskand for the duration of
their stay. Waches were turned back two
hiwurs.

So thedr davi work started ar fam main
Land time and fmshed at Jpm sland time

e only shoft stays

. * . N!:Wu.-"-“'__' - g
= . Vg v -

Craie Newmum trimming the turf,

of davhght hours 0
=i such as ishmg, surd
salimg and d

gIving ther
puirsase other @l
ing e

Lang active sbso had another ad
vantage — it ensured & good night’s sleep
miaking them oblvious o the nocturmnal
notses and carryings-on of the sland’s tes
dent populstion of Htle penguins that had
ket many an overnight Yisiof slpepless in

[he past

Helleciing on the two weeks Lruining
Alan Byrne said (he time spent on the &
land reinforced some of the real strengths
ol the cadet (rmiming programc the grado
yics Bine exposed Lo the many facets of kond
management, they gun valuable and prac
tal work experenod whilst earmng and
the cadets can be productive whild

earTung

Wildtife offer Lyle Gilbert. one of lass
years cadeti, told ok

he cadets what o ex
pect from working for CALM an
plained what he had done sance penin
Wildlife Protection

Marine scientist Jim Stoddart outlmed
fiture plans for marine research in WA
and the Department of Manne and Har
TS Baven |"d|.‘kl.‘l'lld|1|'l|1 on marine safe
iy and a flare demonstration and showed
the cadeis over the patrol boat Sentinel

Mr Nutri-Grain Luke Coney.

“ wymet Fallerion awks i l-fgn-"n e L. AN Nt

B e

Greg Pobar exploing the diving procedure.

The perfect classroom.

Cadets enjoving Seal Idand...

it studving marine life.

Mark Roddy studyvimg marine reserve managermenl,
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Seasonally speaking,

CALM’s spring burning
program is behind
schedule.

Atypical Uctober condi
tons have seen the month
record the highest rainfall
lor many yvears

According to  Principal
Fire Officer Rick Snesuw
jagt, the depariment has
usually completed
quarter of its spring burns
by now

Apart [rom the northern
jarrah forest, few bums
have been commenced in
[orest areas

As this edinon of CALM
News went to print, Mun
danng district had complet
ed most of its scheduled
burns with the help of
favourable conditions
dry weather and south
westerly winds.

onc

Eighty aerial burns are
scheduled for this year over
200,000 ha in forest regions,
with the aim of reducing 60
to 80% of total fuel within
each burn block

A further 50,000 ha will
be manually gmited by
ground crews m areas that
are 100 small for acrial ig
nition.

Fire Protection is proud
of the fact that WA hasn'
had a major forest fire since
196] and Rick claims
CALM's fire prevention
operations lead the world.

The last major forest fire
to reach a settiement was in
1961 when an uncontrolled
wildfire destroved Dwellin
gup as well as other settle
ments mcluding Nanga and

by Tanyia Maxted

on all CALM lands,
Rick

Such varation can be ob
taned by burning at differ
ent times of the vear at a
wide range of f[ire inten
sILICS

SAvs

While the department is
Increasing is proporuon of
autumn to spring burns,
they are presently only 20
to 30% of total burns due
(0 the lack of suitable burn
ing days in autumn months.

The bulk of the depart
ment’s burning program is

carned out h:f ore chnstmas
because of the higher num
ber of suitable burning days
durmg this perod

Al this ume of the year,
the lavers of leaf litter are
relatively moust, leading (o
low-intensity fires that re
move the upper litter laver
only.

Burning before the height
of summer causes less
scorch to the tree canopy
and there s a low risk of
fires escaping outside the
burn boundaries

Skills For
Survival

The following are a few
salety tips taken from the
department’s Bushfires
and Safety brochure for
those venturing into the
bush this fire season.

Before going on a long
bushwalk, notify the
CALM district office of
vour intended direction,
destination and estimated
time of retumn

Check fire weather fore
casts nsued daily by the
Bureau of Meteorology and
broadcast by ABC and local
radio stations

The main cause of death
in a bushfire is heat radia
tion, rather than direct con
tact with Mames or lack of
oxygen

A bushfire moves rapid-
ly, 50 the peak radiation in

Banksiadale. tensity only lasis a few
There have been many  minutes

examples of buffer zones _ _

larens proviously Buiing o __’“'“'“_ vithiees _””-i" A

rotations) stopping wildfires Safe refuge. Don’t dnve

in their tracks when they Dlindly through smoke

have been heading for a
country settlement

A recent example of this
is Walpole which has been
threatened twice in three
years, (See diagram.)

The department aims o
provide as much vanaton
as possible in the types of
burn treatments provided

Switch on your headlights
and park in a bare area be
side the road on the oppo
site side to the fire

Wind up the windows
and shelter from heat radi
abon beneath the dash-
board with a rug, floor mat

anything that comes to

hand
body.

covering vour

The petrol tank won't ex
plode, and even in the worst
situations it will be some
momenis before the vehicle
catches alight.

If ths happens get out af-
ler the peak fire has passed,
but keep vour skin covered
as much as possible.

If you're on foot try to
move o bare ground, such
as a gravel pit or recently
burni area

Don’t run uphill or away
from the fire unless certain
that a safe area is close by.

Don't attempt to run
through flames unless you
can see clearly behind them,
and then only if the flames
are less than |.1m high. Use

lulls in the fire to run
through to the burnt
ground behind.

Protect yoursell lrom
heat radiation — cover
voursell with earth; use
ditches, wheel ruts, big

rocks or logs for shields.

If possible take cover in
ponds, running streams or
culverts, but avoid elevated
waler tilﬂk-‘n as water
them will heat up rapidly.

Remember
CALM.

remain

FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE

CALM NEWS
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Fire jumped highway at 1230 hr,
spread rapidly uphill until it was slowed
by buller burn at 1400 hr

NORNALUP INLET
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Mormalup National Park

25 yuars old

Park Hosts

Following the success-
ful trial of a Campground
Host Scheme in Lane
Poole Reserve earlier
this vear, Busselton Dis-
trict Manager lan

Rotherham and staff with
the Leeuwin Naturaliste
National Park are keen
to develop a similar
programme for two of
the parks most popular
camping areas.

lan is offering CALM
staff an opportunity to ap
preciate how field staff deal
with the public on a daily
basis.

Injidup Camping area
near Yallingup is a popular
tent based camping area for
surfers, and as such Hosts
for the ground will need to
be able to relate to this user
group

Costos Field Camping
area, further south s
designed for van or car
based camping. Hosts for
this site will cater for a var
iety of groups ranging from
campers, family and school
groups, retired couples and
some surfers

Campground Hosts assist
permanent stafl manage the
site providing imformation

CALM,

facilities.

on the local environment,
places to go and
things o0 do, as well as
managing the campground

CAMPGROUND HOSTS
LEEUWIN NATURALISTE N.P. _

SHF SReeE ESY
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is your life dull and boring?
Are you looking for something exciting and interesting to do?

WHY NOT BECOME A
VOLUNTEER CAMPGROUND HOST!

e Free camping in a beautiful National Park
- «Close to the beach.

» Meet lots of interesting people.
« Challenging tasks

e Develop new skills.

« Relax in a peaceful environment .
information contact

For more
Col Ingram (09) 364 0777
an Rotherham (097) 52 1677

I'he position is complete-
ly voluntary. The District is
secking people who have an
interest in the outdoors,
meeting and talking with
people and providing infor

mation in one of the stales

most beautiful National
Parks.
A  short training

programme will be provid
ed for successful applicants,

The scheme begins in late
December s available in
weekly allotments through
to February. Hosts will also
be required for the Easter
vacation

As part of preparing for the fire sea-
son, CALM recently held fire
“schools™ in Busselton.

The three 1o four day courses taught

officers from Level

and organisation skills.

Evervone within the department in
volved in fires, including fire research,
participated

CALM employees were joined by

| 1o 3 fire handling

lire fighters from the Bush Fires Board
WA Fire Brigade and foresters from
other states

MODEL MEASURES
KARRI GROWTH

By Claire Barron

Predicting the growth of
a karri tree is not as easy
as looking into a crystal
ball — as Martin Rayn-
er of CALM’s Man-
jimup Inventory Branch
discovered.

Studying for 12 months
at the Australian National
University in Canberra,
Martin developed a com-
puterised system of mathe
matical models that can

predict the growth of
timber

This was done by taking
data from more than 230
permanently established
karn regrowth stands

Every flive vears the
growth of individual trees
are measured, then com
bined with other karn
reseach plots, providing a
database ol more than
100,000 tree records.

The data was then ana
Iysed 1o determine how site,
age and stand conditions af
fect tree growth

By continuing the analy-

§1s with mathematical
models the question of how
stands of trees develop over
time can be answered.

Some early historical data
and work or WA's first
Conservator of Forests,
Charles Lane Poole, is also
assisting the development of
the growth model for the
karri.

The extensive database is
the product of many years'
work by various staff of the

Nannup District
Manager Peter Hender-
son expects Forester Jim
Howesmith to pass with
top honours after attend-
ing a time management
course held recently in
Bunbury. Jim turned up
a day early!

* “I'M SORRY,
LINE 1S BUSSY™

THE
A lady

felling Tales

former Forests Department
and staff at CALM's Man
jimup Inventory branch.

This project is essential
for forest management plan
ning and represents a major

financial and staff in
vestment,
Refinements and

monitoring of plots will con
tnue with the prototype
system due to commence in
1991,

with an Amencan accent
rang the Greenline and
asked o find out more
about our “company”
When asked if she wanied
to know about the Depart
ment of CALM's activities
or about national parks she
realised her error and apolo
gised. “Oh I'm sorry |
thought this was a bus
company.”
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FIRES AND FORESTS.
DEFENCE AGAINST
BUSH MENACE.

It is hoped that country
residents will benefit from
the daily broadcasting of

| fire hazard warnings by the

ABC said Mr A C Shedley,
of the Forests Department.
while recently addressing a
local club meeting.

‘A fire weather research

I station,” said Mr Shedley,

—

ABOVE: The [first fire towers were basic structures
erected on hills or other vantage pioints.

BELOW: An early fire vehicle. Mobility was essen-

tial in fighting forest fires

and the automobile was

soon used for this purpose.
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‘has been established at
Dwellingup, where
meteorological data are col-
lected and pine wood
cylinders are weighed at
regular intervals during the
day to determine the
moisture contents.

‘The cylinders are sensi-
tive to the variation of tem-
peratures, humidity and
wind velocity and are a

direct measure of the in
flammability of the forest
litter.

‘Using this and a study of

the weather map, a forecast

The following article from “The
21 1939, was brought to our a

Shedley.

Phil’s father Charles Sh
H!Id it’s interesting to
since those early days of beating t

1s made early in the morn
ing of the fire hazard for the
day by the officer-in-charge.
“The forecast is broadcast
daily by the ABC.
‘Humidity has an impor
tant bearing on the foresi
fire hazard and it is remark
able how the ‘sting’ is taken
out of a bush fire on a day
of high relative humidity.
‘Information supplied by
the research station at
Dwellingup is used to deter-
mine suitable weather for
controlled burning and as a
guide for the Forests Office
in deciding the number of

LANDSCOPE PHOTOGRAPHIC

Five hundred and sixty
two photographs were
received for the Land-
scope photographic com-
petition.

Organised by Public Af-
fairs marketing officer Tim
Langsford-Smith, the com-
petition was sponsored by
Konica Australia.

The unexpectedly large
number of entries caused
the judges to spend a long

by Rae Burrows

but pleasurable evening
sorting and judging the two
categories - landscape and
wildlife.

Judges were Robert Gar-
vey (professional pho-
tographer), Harvey Wachtel
{ad agency) and David
Mack (Konica).

Entries ranged from the

Army to walk track

Army officers are walk-
ing the Bibbulmun Track
this month as part of ad-
venture training for
junior officers.

About 10 officers left
Kalamunda on November
|. The walk has been divid-
ed into five stages, stage
four between Willow
Springs and Shannon at
tracting the most par
ticipants — 21.

The event is being coor-

dinated by Captain Graeme
the Swan

Johns from
Barracks.

Mr Johns said the officers
vould average 25 kms a

day, finishing in Walpole on
November 30.

Along the way they will
maintain the track, check
signs and maintain camping
grounds where necessary.

Officers in charge of the
exercise were briefed on die-
back risk areas, bushfire
regulations and other land

management consider-
ations,

They were supplied with
track markers, the Bibbul-
mun Track marking specifi-
cations and multiple copies
of the Track Guide and
CALM's 1:50,000 map
series.

COMPETITION

unusual (bare bottoms and
washing lines) to the once-
in-a-lifetime shot (second
prize, wildlife - a male splen-
did wren in full breeding
plumage flanked by his
harem).

Fifty of the best shots
were mounted and dis-
played at the Burswood last
month. They formed a per-
fect backdrop to the presen-
tation of prizes by CALM
Minister lan Taylor.

Prize winners were Wil-
liam Jackson of Walpole

and Geoffrey Rogerson of |
Denmark in the wildlife sec- |
tion and Russell Pearson of
Esperance and Jacqui Wil
liams of Forrestfield in the
landscape section.

Winners received a
colour video cassette record-
er from Konica. Second
placegetters won a Konica
jump camera.

The competition will be |

run again for the public
next year. Public Affairs is
considering organising a
similar competition for
CALM staff.

by Steve Murnane

men on hand in case of out
breaks.

‘To make the improved
methods of detection effec
tive it is essential to have
staff resident in the forest.

‘Gradually, settlements
consisting of six or seven
houses with a school are be-
ing built up and a perma-
rural

nent industry
established.’
DEPARTMENTAL
METHODS.

Mr Shedley stated that
with the great increase in
area of forest treated during
the past few years and now
proceeding at the rate of
over 100,000 acres a year
{made possible by a 100,000
pound Federal grant), fire
protection was becoming an
important duty of his
department.

‘Certain precautions were
taken to prevent outbreaks
during the summer, such as
insisting that spark arresters
and ashpans were fitted to
locomotives running
through State forest, estab-
lishing firebreaks, controlled
burning during cooler
weather and disposing of
debris following felling oper-
ations.’

Despite all these precau
tions there were always fires
to be dealt with during
summer.

Early detection and rapid
transport of a firefighting
force to the scene of the fire
were the essentials in fire
control organisation.

This was a local problem
but certain broad principles
had general application.

In forest areas, early de
tection was secured by the
erection of lookout towers
on high points at intervals
of 15 to 20 miles manned
continuously during the
summer.

At times when the smoke
haze became bad and the
range of vision became less,
subsidiary stations had to be
manned.

The method of locating a
fire in general use was by
the cross bearing system,
whereby bearings were
taken from two lookout
towers and then transmitted
over the telephone to head
quarters, where they were
plotted on a district plan.

The intersection of the
bearings gave the position
of the fire.

Sometimes a range finder
was used and in other cases

| the tower man could give

STAFF

Appointments

Peter Jones, Forest
Ranger (Ops.), Nannup;
Mark Giblett, Fﬂrqst
Ranger, Manjimup; Jim

sistant, Mundaring.

Promotions

Wilson, Administration As-

Stephen Dick, to Techni- S
cal Officer, Manjimup Manjmup.

NEWS

Branch; Roger Armstrong,
to Senior Environmental
Officer, Bunbury; Peter Bid
well. to Senior Forester
{ops.), Bunbury; lan
Rotherham, district
manager, Busselton, Glyn
Yates, to Forester Grade 11,
Collie: Jeff Bennett, 1o
Forester Grade 11,

the position with extreme
accuracy from his
knowledge of the country
and familiarity with the
panorama. _

‘Most districts,” Mr Shed
ley said, ‘were now provid
ed with motor runabouts
equipped with firefighting
apparatus such as knapsack
spray pump outfits, a supply
of water, axes, shovels, and
rakes.

“When a fire was spml_cd
by the tower mar, the fire
gang was despatched to the

Wesg Australian’ dated February
ttention by CALM forester Phil

edley worked for the Forests Department
note just how much tactics have changed
he flames directly with bushes!

scene of the outbreak. The
old methods of firefighting
by the use of direct beating
with bushes and back firing
from established or raked
tracks were being replaced
by spraying water on the
fire by means of the Lady
wood type of underarm
pump used in conjunction
with the four-gallon
knapsacks.”

A TOWERING
DIFFERENCE

Things have certainly
changed since those early
days of towermen, knap
sacks, shovels and rakes.

For starters, weather
forecasts are given four
times a day - not just once,

A private company pro
vides CALM with forecasts
over eleven zones in south
west forest areas,

These forecasts are based
on weather observations
from 16 centres and are
transmitted via computer
teriitiials at all staticis.

CALM reciprocates by
providing readings from 15
centres in the south-west
and the company receives
bonus or penalty paymenits

depending on their ac-
curacy.
As for pine wood

cylinders, they were su
perseded about 18 years ago
by the introduction of
CALM’s Forest Fire Be
haviour Tables,

Reliable predictions of
fuel moisture content, fire
behaviour and fire danger
ratings are readily calculat-
ed using tables compiled by
Principal Fire Officer Rick
Sneeuwjagt and recently-
retired regional manager

George Peet.
To verifly fuel moisture
contents in the field,

mechanical moisture meters
are used.

These projections allow
fire managers to accurately
determine the correct con-
ditions for prescribed burn-
ing, to determeine if emer-
gency standby crews need
to be on hand or to calcu-
late the seriousness of

wildfires. :
The tower networks of

the past have been largely
replaced by an aerial suru.ﬂ!
lance system involving nine
single engine aircraft which
CALM acquired in 1975.

The aerial spotters are
more efficient to run and
provide information about
fire locations and behaviour
as well as fuel types.

This amount of informa-
tion could never be provid
ed by lookout towers.

Towers are unable to
gauge a fire's intensity as
only smoke can be spotted
and another tower is need-
ed to gain a cross reference.

Towers are still used in
high-value areas such as
plantations in the Black-
wood Valley and at Wan-
neroo, where t'u]ltgme
spotier coverage 1 possible.

| buildings, sites and natural

have come a long way

Five towers are manned
by full-time CALM staff
and a further 15 emergen-
cy towers are available.

Since the 1950s the
greatest advance in WA
forest fire protection is an
extensive fuel reduction
burning program and the in-
troduction of aerial ignition
technigues in the mid 1960s
has permitted this program
to be spread over 250,000
hectares per year.

Planes enable 75% of the
burning to be accomplished
by dropping incendiary
bombs from 500-600 feet at
pre-determined intervals.

Prescribed burning has,
since 1961 (following the
disastrous fires that burnt
out Dwellingup, Banksia-
dale and MNanga), meant a
low incidence of large, des-
tructive forest fires.

In the dry autumn of
1978, Cyclone Alby caused
some 140 fires but CALM
was able to control them in
fuel-reduced buffer zones.

These zones surround
farms, conservation areas,
pine plantations, towns and
regrowth areas,

Fire suppression capabil-
ity has improved with ad-
vancements in heavy
machinery, trucks and
pumping unite. The usé Ol
chemical retardants in
water for fire containment
has meant a more effective
and efficient use of this
valuable resource.

Rigorous training of field
staff in organisational prin-
ciples, fire suppression roles
and responsibilities has
meant that Districts can
react more efficiently to
large fire emergencies.

CALM conducts burns
from September to January
and again during March
and April.

Despite the modern-day
equipment and facilities on
hand, fire fighting is still a
most arduous and demand-
ing task performed under
oppressive conditions.

Without a doubt, the
spirit of the early firefight-
ers is truly alive and well in
CALM's modern day fire
fighting heroes.

REGISTER

The Australian Heritage
Commission recently
launched an illustrated
register entitled ““The
Heritage of Western Aus- |
tralia®™.

The book includes |
descriptions and photo-
graphs of WA's historic

monuments listed in the
official national inventory |
of Australia’s natural and |
cultural heritage.
Contributions of check-
ing and advice on CALM

HERITAGE

|

lands in the publication
were done by Andrew Bur-
bidge and John Hunter

while photographs were
taken and loaned by Bar_r_t,r
Wilson, Norm McKenzie,
Ron Sokolowski, Jim Lane,
Andrew Burbidge and John

‘Hunter
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Staff from the Goldfields
region and Protection
Branch recently complet-
ed a successful 70,000ha
burn in the remote Gib-
son Desert Nature
Reserve, 600kms east of
Wiluna.

This was the Goldfield's
first fully-operational foray
into aircraft burning in the
region. In this instance it
was a research requirement
linked to habitat prepara
tion for the re-introdoction
of endangered mammals. [t
hughlighted the commul
ment CALM stafl in the
Goldfields have o manag
ing lands under the thewr
control

The resourcefulness, effi
ciency and positive ap
proach of the crew involved
in the project created and
achieved a positive resull
This has significant ramifi
cations for fire contml
managelient on other
reserves in the region

Using information
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provided by Fire Branch
and Research Divisions and
recent experiences in burn
ing spinifex fuels. Goldhelds
dall can now confidently
plan programmes (o create
habiat and species divers
Ly, o prevent extreme wild

fire episodes and for
protection and enhance
ment of hire scnsibive
Species

The seven days spent by
foresters Mike Tagliafern,
Dave McMillan, Gerard
Van Didden, Geoff Rolland
and pilot Alex McDonald
were extremely enjoyable
and memorable for the
leamwork and cooperation
displayed by all members of
the crew

Camaraderie and good
humour was furthered by
the ‘Dew Drop Inn’ team of

Per Christiangon,  Tudidy
Liddlow, MNell Burmows and

Alex Robinson with their
multitude of camp fire
ViIms
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. a popular tourist attraction in WA's north.
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Tagliaferri

The extravagance award
went to Andrew Burbidge
and Phil Fuller for having
the biggesi fndge contaiming
essential ‘bush tocker’ — a
one litre container of
icecream and nothing else.

Secretly this was believed
to be the incentive which
lured Rufous Hare Wallaby
expert Ken Johnson from
Alice Springs and CSIRO
scientist Geoff Short from
Helena Vale to give their
opinions on the reintroduc
tion of the Boodie and
Golden Bandicoot in the
Gibson Desert Nature
Reserve.

The talent and expertise
that CALM as a depart-
ment can draw upon was
clearly shown in this project
with imvolvement froomm the
General Manager, Gold
fields regional stall, Protec
tion Branch, Fire and
Research branches, Com
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- Geik

1III|I|Il||ll|lllll|||lll1

Greal improvements are
planned for Geikie Gorge
National Park.
The Park has been reclassi
fied for ‘day use’ only and
closed for camping. This
will create a much larger ca
pacity (o accomodate day
VISIIOTS
The camping area will be
redeveloped @s 4 picTc arca
and tables and barbeque fa
cilities will be installed
Walktrails will be upgrad
ed. access to the niver im
proved and interpretive
facilities such as informa
tion panels added to the
Park
Geikie Gorge National
Park is one of the most spec

mumications Branch and
other people outside the
department such as Abonigi
nal communities, CSIRO
Northern Termtory Conser
vatbions Commussion and an
extremely able piot Alec
MecDonald

The burming carried oul
in this remote area will be
mapped using remole sens
ing techmigues and will form
the basis for a prescription
for further planning and
burming requirements as the
project for reintroduction of

mammals in the Gibson .
Desert Nature Reserve
proceeds

ie Gor

wacular and popular nation
gl parks in the State

The Fitzroy River erod
ed the gorge from the an
cient Devoman Reef which
formed 350 milhon ycars
ago when Lhe area was un
der the sea
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The Park can no longer
ype with the huge demand
s camping and there are
ow extensive facilites for
ampers at  Fitzroy
“TOSSINE

i

b

Fitzroy Crossing is only

C ALM rangers is presently

by Carolyn Thomson

The Gorge has extreme
Iy rich animal life, including
freshwater crocodhiles, bar
ramundi, fruit bats and trec
snakes

More than 30,000 people
visit the Park each year and
visitor pressure 1S continu
INg Lo ncreasc

AL R R R R L AL

N SUC

16 kilometres from Geikie
Gorge and the access road
into the Park will be fully
sealed by mid-1990.

“The decision 1o reclass:
fy Geikie Gorge National
Park for day use 15 in the
best interests of the travel
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ovements

ling public,” Broome distnct

recreabional ACUVILIES and
improve the Park’s conser
valion values.
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anager Allen Grosse sand.,

‘It will eliminale conflict
and &
siween Ccamping and:

A boat trip guided by 3

the Park's mam tourist al
raction :
CALM is considening =

purchasing a bigger boat 10
cater for the increasing

number of visilors

T L

However, exiensive plan
ning over the next five years
will diversify the Park’s at
tractions

mill

LT

Dave McMiilan (eft), Gerard Van Didden and Alex McDonald at Beadell airstrip.

Banksia Book at Herbarium

by Vicki Hamley
~““1he Banksia Book™
Vol. 2 was presented to

the Herbarium by author
Alex George on October
-

Research scientist Per ¢
cuss the re-introduction

Al

e‘m stianson (left) and CSIRO s
of mammals into the

f.hl r"r -:'tlmj'-'-"'m"

Gibson Deserr

w

cientist Geoff Short dis.
Narure Reserve ar

BIG BROOK RELAY
ATTRACTS TOP TEAMS

Eighteen teams contested
the !‘!H? Big Brook Re.
I]a; on Sunday November

The relay started at
I_ﬂ 43am with the Cross ( ul
Sawing event

Spectators benefitied by
the change of arder from
1988 when many missed
some of the highlights

Social evenis such s
volleyball, frishes goll and
iroul fishing were held
throughout the day with the
BMX race for ;.:jl:rw sup
porters starting at 10.] Sam

Other evenis 1o be en
joved were the Pemberion
Challenge Tug-of - War and

by Alan Sandy

axe-wielding accuracy test.
Match Splitting

Un November || the
Manjimup Tourist Bureau
held its annual Timber

I Calival

A Bush Dance was held

It the Timber Park
Saturday evening

il
on

~ 1989 Big Brook Nomina.
hons werg:

Information, Mapping
'L_I:mim.-.\_' Central Region,
Central Region; Walpole,
Frankland River Farnar
klers; Manjimup Inventors
Inventree Mob: N‘Eanymu};
Regional, Regional Bards:
Rec Land, Planning/C. Fdu
Cation, Entrophy: Rec
Land/Planning/C. Educa.
tion, Wreckreation

Crawley, Sheltered Work

shop; Protection, Hot Shots;
Public Affairs, Public Af-
fairs; Pemberton, Southern

ers; Manjimup District

Manjimup Distriet

Ml.mnrnurl RL‘w;lrc]:_ vamch' H“I:"R'}" Sil

Flﬁt’:;‘ and Burners. ICulture, Bradshaws Bovs
~ALM  Cadets, Darlin -

Scarp Demans: ¢ ollie, .-:uh# F'hﬂl:-._sgre:phh e dedios

solute Filth; Land Informa

ton, LLBS. LOGS: Land

will be published

hand account of the relay

n o
month's ALM N-L‘“l,ntx[

This book is the resull of
collaborative work between
Alex who 5 a botanist with
a particular love of Bank
sias, and Celia Rosser
whom Alex describes as
‘one of the finest botanical
arsis in the workd*

Unfortunately Celia

| couldn’t attend the presen

lanon due to the pilots'
sinke

This magnificent book
measures 56 x 78 cm — big
::_rmu;:-h 0 accommodate
Celia’s wonderful life size
walercolours

I 5 a Imited edition of
only 730 copies describing
and illustrating 24 Banksia
Species

Volume | was published
in 1981, It ook another
SCVEN years to complete vol
- ;
2 and vol. 3 is scheduled to
be completed by 1993

The completed series will
describe all 75 species of
Australian Banksias,

The paper for all three
volumes was specially hand

made in England. hut apiri
from this, vol. 2 was fovtally

Ihe Banksia Book is a
"'-1|III~I'-|I |||1|1.L‘rk.-l'. progect
did Bas Beei Jorraled 1o i
Herbarium as ackinow ledpe
ment for s contribution
towards logistical support

‘Everyone helped,' said
Alex, even by driving Celia
and myselfl around 10 collect
botamical specimens or by

il

processing the specimens.”

Alss ihankud CALMN uj
assistance with permits to
collect Banksias, including
gazetted rare species. All bo
tamical specimens used for
the paintings will be lodged
in the WA Herbarium

Director of Research An
drew Burbidge, who accept

ed the book an pehall i olw
dnd CALM.
prased its guality

Hispbebeiniiig

"1t s scientific, of a high
acadenic standard and
very readable.™ he said

“Ceha Rosser's paintings
are not only verv accurile
pictures of Banksias, they
are abo works of art”

produced in Australiy

Jim Armstrong flef

ik,
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MOST oF THE vis
TO OUR PARK ARE
E B6 cmgs )
NATUR

NEW TO T .

so TFanae THE BE

NIoR
RANG ER MADE
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th Alex George and Andrew Burbidge

admire the Banksiq
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