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TRACK ATTACK: ExecutiiV! Director Dr S}vl Slrtll proudly f!CUJifS a plaque com~mo_roti".g the 5th Military 
District 's adl'enturt trllining ,.'tlfk Q/ong the Bibbulmun TrtJck rn Norember. Prestntrng. lrtm """ t~e plaqu~ were 
Brig11dier Bob Fisher (left) and Lt Col Darr McDtlniel. Dr Slrea prestnred 11171!Y "'f!lken """ penon(l/~d cen(fiams 
for tlreir efforts. Li Col !>on McDtlniellt'tJS the ONY wulktr to complete the enttre disr1111CL/rom Kalomundtl to WQ/pole. 

Premier hands over 
whale rescue trailer 

W A Premier Pete r 
Dowding last month 
handed over two mobile 
whale rescue trailers to 
CALM at a s pecial 
beach ceremony In 
Bunbury. 

The trailers will help 
overcome problems evident 
in past strand1nas - the 
lack of proper re5eue and 
medical equipment. 

Mr Dowding said the 
Government had provided 
$20,000 10 supply and eQUip 
the aluminium traders. 

"'Thil. equ1pment should 
be helpful 10 reducing the 
morbidity rate among the 
mammals 10 event of futurt 
strandings," he said. 

The trailers are equipped 
with specially designed 
slings for lifting and corry 
ing whales, communication 
equipment. transport pad 
ding, buckets, shovels and 
other vita l rescue 
equipment. 

Between I %2 and 1989 
there have been 14 mass 
strandings of whales and 

dolphms on the South 
Coast. 

"The three re5eues s10ee 
1986 have demonstrated 
the value of quick mobilisa· 
t1on." Mr Dowding said. 

1'here has been no short 
age of volunteers 10 help m 

rescues, it has been special 
equipment which has been 
lacking." 

One of the rescue trailers 
will be based at Bunbury 
while the other will operate 
from Penh. 

On hand to receive the 

trailers were Ch1ef Wildlife 
Officer Dave MeU. supervis· 
iog wildlife officer Doug 
Coughran, six wildlife 
offiCers from Perth and 
Bunbury and Director of 
Nature Conservation Barry 
Wilson. 

Discussin_g wlrale smmdings at tire Bun bury ceremony K'ere (/rom left) Barry Wilson 
Doug Couglrron and Premier Peter Dowding. - Photo counesy Peter Lilmben. ' 

-:rMarine 
:pafks steal ... 
the limelight 

Marine parks stole the 
limelight in November 
with the launch of the 
Ningaloo Marine Park 
management plan and 
the announcement of pro
posed parks at Shark 
Bay, Swan Estuary a.nd 
Shoalwater Islands. 

Execut1ve D1rtetor Syd 
Shea released the plan for 
Ninploo waters on behalf 
oC CALM Minister lan Tay· 
lor at Exmouth. 

W A Premier Peter 
Dowdmg then released de· 
truls of the three proposed 
manne perks, which are 
now available for public 
submission. 

NINGALOO 
Ninploo Marine Park 

encompasses the most ex· 
ttllol~~ U . .HCAI IGOf lit bUI • .-h 

close proximity to the coast 
in Austrnhd. 

It was created in 1987 
along with the Marmion 
Marine Park and stretches 
from north of Exmouth 
260km down toward Car· 
narvon, coveting 4300 
square t.alornetres of State 
and Federal waters. 

Mmister Jan Taylor said 
a maJOr part of the plan's 
sucxessful development was 
due to the considerable ef· 
fon made by Nmgaloo Ma· 
rine Park Advisory 
Cornm111CC and the Ex 
mouth community. 

The plan will allow 
recreational and commcr 
cial use of the area to con· 
tinue with 1U101mum 
confliCt and without degrad· 
in& the patk's natural 
resources. 

Eight sanctuary zones 
will comprise about 20 per 
cent of the reers total area 
and mean all marine life and 
reef within them remain un· 
touched. 

operations for tourists' ob· 
servation of marine life 
would be permitted, the re· 
maining reef area designat· 
ed for recreation use. 

The rest or the marine 
park's waters are for com· 
mercia! and recreation use. 

Mr Taylor said one oC the 
ma,JOf COlllcti liS at Ningaloo 
was the attack from lbe 
DrupeUa snail which has 
devastated some areas. 

"With the provision of 
Federal funding under the 
Australian National Parks 
and Wildlife Service States' 
Assistance package, another 
fulltime research 
programme can start," he 
said. 

"This is in addition to two 
other research projects -
one at the University of 
W A and the other at 
CALM." 

Ningaloo Marine Park is 
borne to many species of 
marine life including popu· 
lations of dugongs, green 
and hawksbill turtles, whale 
sharks and humpback 
whales. 

PROPOSED 
Propo63ls 10 protect three 

other important W A ma· 
rinc areas are open for pub
lic comment and submission 
until early February. 

Areas proposed for rna· 
rine park status are Shark 
Bay, Alfred COve, Milyu 
Point and Pelican Point in 
the Swan River, and the 
Shoalwater Islands, extend· 
ing from south of Garden 

/1 

Island to Becher Point in 
Warnbro Sound. 

W A Premier Peter 
Dowding said the Govern· 
ment a1med to establish a 
system of marine conserva 
tion reserves and marine 
parks along the State's 
coast. 

The same principles of 
reserving areas for conser 
vation and others for reere 
ation while allowing some 
commercial actiVIties 10 
Ningaloo Marine Pa rk 
would apply with Shark Bay 
and the Shoalwater Islands 
proposals. 

The Swan River areas are 
tidal mudflats and seagrass 
beds which would be 
reserved for conservation. 

A Penguin Island excur 
sion led by Rockineh•lll 
MLA Mtke Barnett was 
held to explain the marine 
park concept to local m«fia 

CALM tepresentat1ves 
were Director of Nature 
Conservation Barry Wi~n. 
Metropolitan regional 
manager Drew Haswell, 
Marine and Islands 
manager Greg Pobar and 
planner Richard May. 

Also on the ISland were 
metropobtan ranger Jim 
Maher, Mamuon Marine 
Park technical oer llctr Peter 
Dans and Pengum Island 
ranger Gern Deegan. 

Wtldltfe within the thrte 
areas to be protected 10 · 
elude transequatonal wad 
mg birds, the Australian sea 
lion, Bridled Terns, Lln le 
Penguins, dugongs, dol· 
ph1ns and whale sharks. 

o-57~ 
It has been a very hectic but 
successful year for CALM 

Thank youfor your dedication 
and hard work. 

Compliments of the season. I 
am confident that we will meer 
all of the challenges next year 
equally successfully. 

SYDSHEA 
CALM Executive Director 
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Elsewhere in c.bis issue, there is a message [rom 
Executhe Director Syd Shea, commenting on the events 
of 1989, and tlunking all CALM sulf for their many 
and uried contributions. 

Syd was on a well-earned holiday IOf a lew days at the 
time o1 pubhshu~g this issue ol CALM News, sort lellto 
me to put down my thoughts fOf a "From My Desk" ooluiTVl 
at the end of the year and the end ol the decade. 

The task ol summansong in a few words an Ofgarnsm 
as complex as CALM. wotfl all its arms, legs. and other 
Ofgans, its interaciiOO with the environment and ots 
response to stimuli Of calamity. os an enOfmous one. It is 
also one I don't quote leal up to wntong at thos stage ol the 
year I 

What I would like to do os comment on our amazing spirit 
and attitude, because this In the long term is what will 
enable us to survive and to prosper. 

In my travels around CALM over the last twelve months, 
two things have often struck me. The first Is the way CALM 
people are never safislied .... there Is always a desire to 
do things better. to lind new and better solutions to the 
many problems or wlldllle conservation or land 
management, to come up with Innovative Ideas across the 
whole range or our activities and Interests, and to 
streamline procedures. 

The second thing that impresses me Is the energetic and 
positive way people get on with all these Ideas and action 
plans. The CALM scene Is enormously dynamic -it seems 
that no sooner has an idea emerged than someone is 
implementing it, a second person Is lmprovong upon it while 
a third has already discarded it in favour or a new scheme 
which makes the first one superfluous. 

Of course this situation can be rather lauguing, and it 
does generate 50fne dollicult Internal communication 
problems. We also have to accept the nsk that some ol 
our schemes and ideas are qolng to lao I. And there are still 
some areas (such as job design aond rewards fOf our wages 
staff) where we need to do a lot mOfe thtnklng. But overell, 
it os very healthy. 

So, I won't attempt to summanse achoevements or 
dllfocultles, but woll Simply remark thai I thmk we have 
contmued in 1989 to work hard and to apply a OOOd spiri1 
and attitude to identifying and solving problems, to 
omprCMng our efficiency and productovoty and thereby 
achieving our goals in wildhle conservat100 and land 
management. 

I jOin wrth Syd on thanking you aU and wishong you a great 
1990. 

Roger Under,.oocl, Centt"al Managtr. 

links 
Exchange visits have 

helped to forge strong 
links between Aboriginal 
trainee rangers in W A 
and the Northern Ter· 
ritory. 

Trammg Offocer Bruce 
Werribone and 10 Aborigi
nalu~neeran~fromthe 
NT Conservation Commis· 
sion visited Pumululu (Bun· 
gle Bungle) National Park in 
the Kimberley in October. 

They visited Cathedral 
Gorge, Echidna Chasm and 
many other scenic spots in 
the Park and flew over the 
Bungle Bungle massif by 
helicopter. 

In the eveningS they en· 
joyed the hospitality of the 
Purnululu Aboriginal com· 
munity, the traditional cus· 
todians involved in 
managing the Parle 

Soon afterwards, 
CALM's district manager 
Mark Piuavino, and Pur· 
nululu trainees Paul Butters 
and Alex Rogers visited 
Katherine in the NT. 

Wlletrrbt-lt t?giolllll mflllllgu Ktn WGIIDU sJw,.-sjield day pllTticiJNliiiS St)~ of tile restn't 
founa. 

Lake field day 
• 

Is a success 
A successfu l field day 

was recently held at the 
Lake Magenta Nature 
Reserve by the reserve's 
management advisory 
committee and CALM's 
Katanning district staff. 

Sixteen invi ted Shire 
representatives and owners 
of adjoining properties 
toured the reserve by bus 

Numerous Stops enabled 

by Greg Leaman 

those attending to examine 
and discuss manajiCment ac
tivities and problems. 

Whea tbelt regoonal 
manager and management 
advisory committee chair· 
man Ken Wallace chaired 
the day's events. 
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Ken explained the sig· 
nificance of the reserve and 
outlined CALM's strategies 
for managing the area, par· 
ticularly for fire. 

Some of the issues ad 
dressed by advisory commit· 
tee members Bob Twigg, 
Martin Ryan and Wally 
Newman included the role 
of the committee, damage 
to Yate trees by lerps, ille· 
gal access to the reserve and 
hunt ing. 

Katanning reserves 
offocer Mal Graham also 
discussed present manage 
ment practices relating to 
rare flora and control of m 
troduced plants and 
animals. 

Considerable useful feed· 
back on management issues 
was received from par 
ticipants. 

(From left): Raymond Wallaby, Alex Rogers. Mark Pirtavino and Bruce Werribone near rhe em ranee 10 Echidna Chasm. 

Twenty·five members of 
the Aboriginal community 
at Purnululu, led by tribal 
elder Raymond Wallaby, 
also made the trip to 
Katherine to view the 
Katherine Aborigina l 
Ranger Training Program 
and TAFE College. 

While there, Mark, Paul 
and Alex got a taste for a 
bridging course the Kather· 
inc trainees are taking, by 
participating in some of the 

subjects. 
They met all the Conser· 

vation Commission staff at 
Katherine and the Kakadu 
trainees and had a good 
look around the Nimituluk 
National Park (Katherine 
Gorge). 

CALM is now investigat· 
ing the feasibility of the 
trainee rangers participating 
in the bridging course at 
Katherine (run by TAFE 
and JOintly developed with 

Dear sir, was to me one of the most 
On a recent visit to Interesting and inspinng ses

W A to attend the Royal siom of the conference. 
Australian Institute of My profession as a parks 
Parks and Recreation an.. techmcal offocer involves 
nual conference I had contact with many people 
the great pleaSure of in the par~~ interpretive 
hearing o ne of yo ur focld and ot os a areat pleas· 
officers speak to the con· ure to hear an o~ficer who 
ference about interpret· takes a p_ro~essiO_nal al>' 
ing t he environment proach to hos Job woth obvo· 
through the park system. ous d~ication . . 
His name was Gil Field. lmpored by Mr Foeld's 

talk, I armed myself with 
Mr Field presented what some of the interpretive 

the Conservation Com· 
mission). 

Tile course was specifiC81· 
ly designed for Aboriginal 
people and bringS rangers to 
year lO or ll level, so that 
they are able to complete 
their ranger's certificate or 
a tertiary qualification in 
land management. 

The Pumululu communi· 
ty members were extreme· 
ly impressed with the 
course's quality. 

literature available from 
your Como off ace and head· 
ed off to visit many of the 
sites. Tile staff at the Como 
office counter were ex· 
uemely friendly and help
ful, even though they ~ere 
run off their feet by hoards 
of people wanting infor· 
mation. 

The department's in· 
terpretive facilities are 
among the best I have seen, 
congratulations on your in· 
novative approach. The 

"They have a very strong 
commitment to the future 
of the trainees," said Mark, 
"it was very pleasing to see." 

Katherine is only five 
hours drive from Kununur· 
ra and the country is quite 
similar. 

The trainee rangers have 
relatives in the area and 
would have the support of 
their own people whole un 
denaking the course. 

production of literature and 
guide books were o( the 
highest standard. 

Once again, congratula· 
tiom on your department's 
approach to park manage 
ment and to your excellent 
staff. The promotion of 
professional park manage 
ment will excel through the 
effons of organisations like 
CALM. 
Yours soncerely, 
lan Perkins. 

Foresters ''up Our fit cadets 
for adoption'' 

First it was an " Adop. 
ta Park" scheme in the 
South Coast Region. 
Now Collie District has 
a new public part icipa. 
tion initiatile - " Adopt 
a Forester"- thanks to 
senior fores ter Ala n 
Hordacre. 

The scheme allows 
schools to call on a CALM 
forester to help wnh en· 
vtronmental studies and 
classroom sessions including 
topics such as wildlife 
management, fire control

1 tree growing, salinity ano 
recycling. 

The scheme has been 
adopted by II schools. 

" I felt our sroff had a lot 
to offer the local communi 
ty,~ Alan said "and that 
they could provide a 
balanced view of issues 
ranging from the environ· 
mental and social benefits of 
forests to recycling. 

~By having regular con 
tact on a wide range of is 
sues and projects, the 
benefits for all involved are 
better than the once a year 
session such as the annual 
Arbor Day lecture." 

At the CoUie Senior High 
School, adopted foresters 
have also been explaming 
what CALM is. what it 
does and what it offers. 

Alan said that before the 
program began, few 5tU· 
dents realised there were ap
prenticeships in mechanical 
and fabrication trades and 
positions for ecologiSts, car· 
tOifllphers, marine bioJo. 
SJSts, J()UmalisiS and artists 
- to name a few. 

CoHoe District has also 
created opportunities for 
students to experience some 
of these professions with 
their adopted forester. 

Many projects have been 
suggested and implemented 
since the adoption 
programme started in July. 

Projects, however, have 
to be environmenta ll y· 
based, socially worthwhile 
and personally fulfilling be· 
fore Collie District will be· 
come involved. 

Alan believes staff will 
benefit from the public 
speakmg experience and 
will also feel more part of 
the local community than 
before. 

Firewrood 
tour 

A s uccessful " fire· 
~ood tour" was held last 
mont h by orthern 
Forest Region. 

Ten CALM stnff paruco 
pated in the tour, which was 
held to help counter and ad 
ministration staff deal with 

pubhc enquiries about fire 
wood gathering. 

It was found that staff at· 
tendmg the tour had a lack 
or understanding of basic 
CALM operations. 
llowever, most enJOyed the 
learning experience. 

by Donna Green 

In October CALM's 
first year cadets entered 
Nannup's event of the 
year, the " Jarrah Jer· 
kers Jog". 

The teams started in two 
minute intervals,.with four 
competitors at one time car· 
rying a 50 kg railway sleep· 
er to Barrabup P~ and 
return. This is a total of 
50km up and down hills, 
with the majority of the 
track on gravel roads. 

Tile cadeiS started off last 
with the ~Deviates" . Air 
force team. Tile cadets soon 
sprinted out over the Black· 
wood River, passing the 
~Deviates", as t.hey sang the 
Forest Ranger theme song. 

One kilometre into the 
event and the cadets had 
their first hill to tackle. 
They proved to be as fast 
running as their tree plant· 
mg and took the same time 
as the winners (Ahh Soles) 

to complete the first section. 

Nine kilometres into the 
event the cadets streamed 
past the Navy lads, then the 
Nannup Expons (who spent 
too much time training in 
the pub!). 

It was at the half way 
checkpoint - Barrabup 
Pool, that the cadets' sup 
port crew had to refill the 
water bottles for the 
desperately·needed fluid 
intake. 

With a boo&t of energy 
they went on to pass -Plan 
B" who needed 15 people to 
stay in battle with the 
CALM team. 

The cadets crULsed home 
in a time of I hour 5 I mins 
- only II minutes behind 
last year's winning time and 
only 25 minutes off the 
1989 record time. 

Overall the cadets 
finished in fifth position, nn 
average of 10.8km per hour. 

Sponsorship Deal 
A s ponsorship ar range
ment can go a long way 
- in bet as far as Wind· 
jana Gtlrge. 

Thanks to Gascoyne 
Trading and West Kimber· 
ley District Manager Allen 
Grosse, an agreement was 
made to transport a new 
generator to Windjana 
Gorge, free of clwge. 

Tile six -day trip staned 
on September I. 

Gascoyne Trading mar· 
keting offiCer Barbara Fynn 
said the company was 
proud to be involved in the 
special project as it was 
aware that the installation 
of the generator with its 
slow·revving diesel unit 

would be advantageous. 
" It wiU also help make 

conditions a lot more com 
fonable for members of the 
public who visit the area," 
she said. 

Tile generator will also 
supply power to t.he mobile 
rangers caravans and drive 
a submersove electroc pump 
for "'11ter supply to the part. 

This will benefit the pub
lic as an efriCient and ade· 
quate water supply will be 
available. All these benefits 
are due to the sponsorship 
agreement. 

Allen Grosse said that, if 
approached the right way, it 
was possible to gain as· 
sistancc from the corporate 
sector. 



New Nuyts 
is unveiled 

New facilities for visi· 
tors to Nu)1s Wilderness 
in Wa lpole-Nornalup 
National Park were offi· 
dally opened last month. 

Southern f-orest reg10114l 
manager Alan Walker 
opened a new swing bridge 
over the Deep River at the 
entrance to the wilderness 
walk trail. A new trailhead 
information shelter and an 
interpretive brochure were 
also launched at the 
ceremony. 

Alan paid tribute to the 
many CALM staff who had 
contributed to the projects. 

In particular he praised 
the work of Tammie Reid 
who has been regional in· 
terpretation offiCer for the 
past two years. Sbe bas left 
to accompany ber husband 
Ian, who has been trans 

Photos by 
Chris Burton 

ferred to CALM's Bussel100 
district. 

Alan also commented on 
the strong bond which is 
fonning between CALM 
and the local Walpole com· 
munity. 

"The contribution of the 
people of Walpole to the 
planning and management 
of this National Park can· 
not be underestimated", 
Alan said. 

"Many people have con· 
tributed countless hours 
helping CALM with data 
collection, workshops and 
advisory committees. We 
are very grateful for their 
effOfts." 

Alan also congratulated 
Walpole's Bill Jackson for 
his prizewinning photo
graph in CALM's "Land· 
scope" photo competition. 
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warch at Jllaming /lead 

He also thanked tbe Gem· 
er family fOf allowing bush· 
walkers sa= through their 
property whilst the log 
bridge was being replaced. 

A oew bridie became 
necessary when flooding in 
1980 washed away the old 
log bridge. The latest cable 
technology was used to pro
vide a reliable replacement. 

The area's new visitor in· 
formation shelter contains a 
bush walker registration sta· 
tion. Upwards of 3,000 
bushwalkers use the area 
annually, and there have 
been incidents of searches 
being mounted for bush· 
walkers who have not fol· 
lowed rules essential for 
safety. 

The new brochure, titled 
"NuytS - A Wilderness 
Experience", was compiled 
to give a sense of discovery 
and awareness of the en· 
vironmental values of tbe 
wilderness area to park 
useJS. 

The original park of 
12,000 ha, declared in 1921' 
will grow to 15,000 ha with 
tbe addition of tbe Giants 
State Forest 

As well as the opportuni· 
ty fOf world class recreation· 
al facilities, the park is the 
home of many rare species, 
including the three tingle 
1ree species, red flowering 
gum and serveral orchids. 

LEFT: Planner Vanessa 
Smith foods CALM st4.f! 

o•-er the Nuyrs bridge. 
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Role 
vital 

Reprinted courtesy of the 
Warre n -Blac kwood 
Tunes. 

National parks pby a 
vital role in tourism, 
CALM's Chris Haynes 
told a gathering at the 
W A Country Tourism 
Association conference 
(recently). 

Mr Haynes said as far as 
CALM was concerned it 
was essential that a system 
was developed and main· 
tained between the Govern· 
ment sector and the main 
operators for the tourist in 
dustry who supply the ac· 
commodation and travel. 

He said the national 
parks were simultaneously 
about use by the current 
generation of users and con· 
servation and protection of 
the lands for the benefit of 
future generations. 

"So use is not only po&Si· 
ble but essential fOf an area 
to function as a proper na· 
tiona! park, so long as !hat 
use docs not spoil the area 
fOf those who come after 
us," Mr Haynes said. 

"This notion was en 
shrined into the character of 
the USA's Yellowstone Na· 
tiona! Park, the world's fiJSt 
national park. 

"Simultaneous use and 
protection requires a great 
deal of management but it 
is fortunate for us managers 
that people only use small 
parts of the land area. 

"ln what I call the ninety· 
nine to one rule. lhis reali· 

Clrri:r H•J'ftU prrsents o selection of slidu during /Us lillie. 

ty IS expressed in that about sitar's enjoyment and to1al mation there has been a dra 
ninety-nine percent of visi· experience. matic mcreasc in what 
t()(S use one percent of the According to Mr Haynes visitOJS require,- he said. 
land area. it also assisted in promoting • At CALM "e have Ire

"Conversely, only one 
percent or visitors go out 
into tbe mnety nine percent 
of the land area. 

"ThiS rule is not perfect· 
ly true bu1 it enables us to 
concentrate a great deal of 
where most of the people 
go." 

Mr Haynes said not only 
was this good for conserva· 
tion and proteclion of the 
land, but it enhanced the vi· 

the "oonscrvation ethic" bled our output in the last 
among visitors, not only to four years and there is s1ill 
national parks bm to State demand for more. 
forests as well. "In recent times we have 

He said there was a been assisled by the State 
whole host of measures that Government's "Park lm 
needed to be undertaken. provement Programme" 

whichhasa~dyprnduced 
some quite outstanding 
results for modest amounts 
of money. 

Many of these were beiog 
carried out: better roads, 
walking tracks, rehabilita· 
tion of degraded areas, 
amenities like toilets , 
shelter, infonnation sign 
boards and brochures. 

"On the subject of infor· 

"We believe these will be 
of considerable assistance to 
the tourist industry which 
we sec as a real partner in 
these endeavours." 

Whale watching popular 
Whale watching has 

captured tiM! hear1s and 
minds or the people of 
P erth. 

Since September, thou· 
sands of boatloads o( people 
have viewed humpback 
whales as they pass through 
Perth wateJS bet"een the 
Mannion Marine Park and 
Rottnest Island on their an· 
nual migration to summer 
feeding grounds in the An· 
tarctic. 

The commercial whale 
watching tours run from 

Hillarys have pven rise to 
a range or new marine and 
wildlife management 
issues. 

Newborn calves accom· 
pany thear motheJS and any 
harassment could result in 
the separation of family 
groups, and in some cases, 
stranding of juvemles. 

"In Penh, we probably 
have greater accessibility to 
a more reliable number of 
whales than any other place 
in the world," said marine 

and islands manager Greg 
Pobar. 

"One vessel made good 
contact with whales on 44 
out of 45 tours." 

"Management and pro
tection of these animals is 
important because of their 
proximity to Perth's large 
population," said Greg. 

Recreational boaters 
were graduaUy being edu· 
cated about the proper man· 
ncr to view whales without 
harassing them. 

Humpback count high 
Local volunteers car-

According to natiOnal 
whale watching gUidelines, 
boa ts should approach 
whales from a dJrcction 
parallel and to the rear of 
them. 

lbey should stay at least 
100 metres away from the 
whales - if they approach 
any closet, en&Jnes can be 
pul mto neutral and the 
whales allowed to come to 
the boat nf their own 
accord. 

Supervising Wildlife 
Officer Doug Coughran 
said regular boat patrols had 
so far observed no harass 
meot of the humpbacks. 

ried out a three week ---------
whale watch at Vlaming by Sue Osborne 

308 whales passed Vlaming 
Head during the observa· 
tion period. 

Greg has many slories 
and photos of humpbacks 
and their antics. The whales 
are often in a playful mood; 
breaching and somersault 
ing backwards, splashing 
and ~ailing. Their distinctive 
'songs' can be heard by hu· 
man cars. 

Head north west or Ex· and 
mouth earlier this year. Jackie Armstrong 

Daily observations 
through binoculaJS from a 
lookout revealed some m· 
teresting things about 
migrating humpback 
whales. 

Between July 23 and Au 
gus1 12 obscrveJS rCCOfded 
a total of 137 pods. Num 
hers recorded each day 
varied, low numbers tend 
ing to be recorded when u 
was windy as it is d1ff~eult 
to distinguish between spray 
fr()(O whales and ordinary 
white<appcd waves. 

U anything, the number 
of pods recorded was an un 

derestimate of the true 
number of whales. 

1be volunteers tried to 
count the number of 
an~mals in each pod, but 
thiS proved extremely 
diffiCult, especially with 
pods travelling some dis· 
tance from shOfe. 

Ho"e\er, by using max· 
imum and minumum num· 
hers (cg by recording that a 
pod had lwo or 1hree 
animals, or that another pod 
had bet"een three and five) 
11 has been possible to esti· 
mate 1hat between 268 and 

50fne pods were observed 
only once, while the move
ments of others were 
tracked for some time. 

or those pods that were 
tracked, 87 percent were 
moving north. 

Humpback whales mi 
grate into warm, sheltered 
wateJS each rear to calve 
and mate. 

At the end of wmter 
they all migrate south agai~ 
to the food rich waters of 
Antanica. 

The Vlaming Head 
whale watch therefore took 
place while the animals 
were s1ill on their way to 1o 
cations used fOf calving and 
mating. 

CALM Minister Jan Tay 
lor and Executive Director 
Syd Shea have abo made 
excursions out from Marmi 
on 10 view the an1mals. 

"The high profile whale 
watching has rectl\'ed m the 
media IS an excellent oppor 
tunity to educate the public 
about the Marm100 Manne 
Park and CALM's role m 
manne management,- saKI 
Greg. 

He said thai CALM 
would ma~nta in comact 
with the commerCial opera 
tors to determine education 
al and managemenl 
strategies for next year's 
season. 
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Milk and lt1m11m kindness are K'Orlcing ~<'onder.r with Hook, pictured abo1-e t<i th Ton)! 
Friend. It's not knoK'n lrow Hook lost !tis fKI"I but tlle ifliury means he aut/lOt dig and 

has to be fod a mixture of milk and termites. 

Nuptial numbats 
all set to breed 

It's nea rly numbat 
breeding time at the 
Department of Conserva
tion and Land Manage
ment's Wildlife Research 
Centre at Woodnle. 

Nine numbats have been 
transferred to the centre 
from the Perth Zoo to 
breed. 

January IS mating month 
for the species, one of 
Western Australia's 31 en
dangered mammals and the 
State's native mammal em
blem. Their )OUngare born 
later the same month or in 
early February. 

Nurnbats have been the 
subject of eight years' 
research by CALM senior 
research scientist Dr Tony 
Friend (based at Woodvale), 
who has been working with 
CALM's field staff, volun· 
leers and work experience 
students to increa~c its 
population and range. 

They have succeeded, 
with one new population es· 
tablished on a wheatbelt na 
ture reserve and another 
being set up. 

Numbats are small, gen· 
tie and inquisitive ammals. 
They are about the same 
size as a squirrel and eat 
only termites - about 
20.000 a day. 

They became endangered 
with the increase in the 
number of foxes. Another 
CALM research prOJCCI 
based at Kalbam National 
Park is finding "a)'S to con· 
trol fox populatiOIIS. 

a research area at Dryandra 
State forest near Narrogin 
in the wheatbelt. 

The 28,000 ha State 
forest was one of the last 
strongholds or the species, 
although they also occur in 
the Perup forest. 

CALM has successfully 
established a new popula 
uon at Boyagin arure 
Resene near Brookton and 
ts presently setung up 
anolher at Karroun Hill Na
ture Reserve, 400km north· 
east of Perth. 

"The numbat population 
at Dryandra was at a criti· 
cally low level during the 
late 1970s due to large num· 
bers of foxes,~ he said. 

"Since then, due to fox 
control and numbat breed· 
ing programs, our numbat 
sighting rate has risen from 
two sightings per IOOOkm 
driving through the forest to 
60." 

Tony suid this represent· 
ed a population increase of 
about 30 times. 

CALM is presently set· 
ting up new populations us· 
ing animals from the 
expanding Dryandra popu· 
lation. 

When the breeding colo
ny in Perth builds up suffi· 
ciently, captive-bred 
animals will also be released 
for thiS pur)Xl6e. 

Numbats were first bred 
in captiVity at Woodvale in 
1985 and tn 1986 the cap
uve colony was moved to 
Perth Zoo. 

Tony studtes numbats at T"elve numbats have so 

far been bred in captivity. 
The Perth Zoo is taking 

part in the breeding pro
gram and the public can 
view a pair of nurnbats in a 
specially made enclosure 
that depicts their Dryandra 
habitat. 

It is the only place in the 
world where numbats are 
on display. 

As well as support from 
the State Government, 
financial assistance for the 
CALM research project has 
also come from World 
Wildlife Fund Australia. 

This money helped 
produce a much-needed 
breakthrough in the de· 
velopment of an artifiCial 
diet for numbats with the 
combined skills of an ex· 
perienced breeder of 
dasyurids, Dick Whitford, 
and Tony Friend. 

Based on a diet previous
ly used for echidnas, the 
mix is an egg and low lac· 
tose milk custard laced with 
I 0 per cent termites as well 
as vitamins and other sup
plements. 

One of the smallest num· 
bats at Woodvale, nick· 
named Hook. is presently 
being fed this mixture as he 
has lost a paw and cannot 
b1g for termites. 

As well as numbats, 
Tony is studying two en· 
dangered marsupials - the 
western barred bandiooot 
and the red-tailed phas 
cogale. 

~(8)®!®@ 

Directions given 
CALM's Research Oi- Resulls from the experi· 

yision has just released ment could lead to new fire 
Its Research P lan for protection practices in jar· 
1989-90. rah forests. 

emergence of short ·rotation 
eucalypiS as a potential 
farm crop. 

Spectes and/or the manage. 
ment of land. 

Dunng 1988/89, 
Research Division appro\'CCI 

Coordinated by senior Farm tree planting the publication of so scien· 
research scienust !an AI>- Progress has also been research in drier areas (less tifiC papers, and 17 seminars 
bon and administration as- made with the rehabilitation than 600 mm rainfall per were presented 10 CALM 
sistant Jeannette Gilmour, program: a major review year) has fmished and will staff. 
the plan details present has been published of be replaoed with a project to Cooperation between 
scientifiC projects and future researchers' long involve- identify and develop Research and other 
ob;..,.t1·ves Th 1 1so ment with rehabilitation af- 1 • f ,- . e pan a managemen praCtJCes or Government departments 
contains tables listing scien· ~~~~~.xite mining in jarrah remnants of native vegeta· and private organisations 
tifiC papers and reports, tion on farms. has continued. Research 
seminars given by Wood· staff are often called out in 

I •·ff d h The program has seen As 11 h va e s~ an new researc we as t ese sum· a consultative capacity and 
projects approved during comprehensive dieback con· maries, a few case studies collaborative studies have 
the past year. trol procedures introduced are provided to iUustrate been conducted with a 

into mining operations. The ho h d ed b Allocation of resources w researc con uct Y number of Government 
program has also made a CALM has Jed to improve- d d · 

and staff (and the methodol large contribution to the epartments an orgam· 
ogy behind this) are dis· r :=:------ - - -me_n_ts_ in_the __ conse __ rv_a_tio_n_o_r_.:.:sa:.:t•:.:·o.::ns:· ____ _ __, 

=p:::ca~~~t~ib~~?o~~' Scopewest fieseavch research programs shown. 
[There are many factors in· 
volved in resource and staff 
allocation, such as the rela· 
tive priority of the dtfferent 
programs, research in differ· 
ent~aph~J~.and 
research relating to CALM 
lands versus other lands.) 

Current procrarns include 
entomology, fauna conser 
vation, fire, flora conserva· 
tion, rehabilitation. 
wetlands and waterbirds. 

Don' t be al2n11ed if This informat.ion will be ment patterns of waterbtrds 
you see ducks wearing used to plot the movement on the coastal plain, 1000 
coloured nose tags this of waterbirds on the Swan native ducks will be netted 
summer. Coastal Plain and detennine and tagged over summer by 

It's not the latest fashion how wetland water levels CALM research starr and 
- the \a&S are an important affects them. RAOU volunteers. 
part of a waterbird survey Scopewest is funded by Four hundred "nestlmgw 
project being carried out in CALM, the Environmental waterbtrds have already 
the metropolitan area by Protection Authority and been wing-tagged before 
CALM and the Royal A us· 
tralasian Ornithologists the Water Authority. The they were ready to fly. 
U . project, coordinated by Another 400 will be 

SignifiCant accomplish· mon. senior research scientist Stu· 
ments of these """"''""S are The Swan Coastal Plain H taUed next year. 

"'""'~.. p · Sco an alse pays the salary of Anyone seeing a water· 
summarised in the plan. For roJect -or pewest - RAOU waterbirds officer. 
example, an operational involves the surveying and bird or duck with a tag is 

· f · b. d 1·• A eo ealth asked to reoord its number, scale experiment examining taggJng o native 1r 11e on mmonw grant 
270 I ds r $106 000 tl ••& colour and whereabouts, w!Jether a single autumn wet an . o , was recen y -o 

d · then contact the CALM fire can reduce Jarrah Leaf· As b•.rds move from one rna e to the proJect, which 'J d r Wildlife Research Centre at 
minerinfestationwassetup wetland to another their wt l be use to und a Woodvaleon 405 5100or 
on a 240ha plot in Collie 11umbers w1·11 be recorded by CALM research scientist 

f f RAOU waterbirds officer 
lll>lrl~l M i)dll nr lh• ...... ttAOU VUIUUIDOIO ~nd or two and a hal vear<; KWII~y v~ ..... "'' 164 
mology program. members of the public. To help determine move· 6202. 

Half was burnt in spring L---------------- ------------1 
1988 and the other half in 
autumn 1989. The hypothe· 
sis being tested is that, as au 
tumn fires scorch tree 
crowns, the flush of new, 
small leaves would be un· 
suitable breeding sites. 

OUTSIDE 
FUNDS 
External funds " ere 

received to CALM' 
Research Division to car
ry out and continue with 
a number of research 
projects throughout the 
year. 

Major funding bodies 
during 1988/89 were: A us 
tralian National Parks and 
Wildlife Service ($93,000), 
World Wildlife Fund of 
Australia ($60,000), Aus 
tralian Biological Resources 
Study ($79,000), Western 
Australian Heritage Com· 
mittee ($ 10,000), ALCOA 
($90,000), Department or 
Arts, Sport. the Environ 
ment, Tourism and Territo 
ries- National Rainforest 
Conservation Program 
($110,000), Department of 
Primary Industries and 
Energy - National Af. 
forestation Program 
($500,000). 

In addition S20,000 was 
again received from the 
Department of Agriculture 
as part of the auonal So• I 
Conservauon Prosram for a 
three-year research proJCCt 
at Esperance. 

Tutanning survey 
A recent sun'ey of 

Tut a nning Nat ure 
Reserve for woylies, tam
mars and possums has 
revealed that these spe
cies ba1e increased under 
a fox control program. 
Wood vale senior 
research scientist J ack 
Kinnear a.nd technical 
officer M ike Onus car
ried out I he s urvey, 
which invohed both spot· 
light ing and trapping. 
J ack describes the back
~round to the project and 
tiS findings. 

By 1984 we had some 
strong evidence that rock· 
wallabies had increased in 
response to fox control. 
These findings encouraged 
us to repeat our fox control 
experiment in Tutanning 
which still carried tammars 
and possums, but their 
numbers were very low. 

Woylies, bandiooots and 
ring-tail possums were com· 
mon up until the early 
1970s, but none had been 
sighted for more than I 0 
years 

Before we staned fox 
controltn 1984, "e carried 
out some systematic spOt· 

light surveys. Thin~ looked 
pretty bad; on some nights 
all "e saw were kangaroos 
and we never did sight a 
woyhe. 

Fortunately, after a lot of 
effort, we did have some 
success in trapping woylies. 

Our tr-apping success rate 
was nil for most areas of the 

by Jack Kinnear 

reserve, but Mike managed 
to locate two areas where 
woylies were just hanging 
on. 

After five years of fox 
control, we returned to as
sess the situation. We were 
naturally curious and anx· 
ious to Jearn if there had 
been any population in
creases. 

On checking the traps for 
woylies, it soon became ap· 
parent that the woylies bad 
increased dramatically. In 
1984 we managed to catch 
only seven woylies, but this 
time we caught 64 for 
almost the same effort. In· 
deed, the very fi~t night 
yielded more woyltes than 
the 1984 total! 

What was most pleasing, 
apart from the increases, 
was the finding that fox 
control had enabled the 
woylie to establish itself in 
areas of the reserve where 
it bad died OUL 

Woylies had managed to 
survive in low numbers in 
lhicl:ets of poison bush and 
from these areas they have 
spread out to re-populate 
the reserve. 

Spotlighting is not the 
most reliable method for 
ceosusing animal popula· 
tions, but even thi> method 
yielded reasonably conclu· 
sive results. 

For example, in 1984 we 
caught seven woylies and 
sighted none; in 1989 we 
caught 64, sighted 15. 

For tammars and pos 
sums, we carried out seven 
surveys poor to fox control, 
and sighted five tammars 
and five possums. This year 
we carried out eight surveys 
and sighted 54 tammars and 
60 possums! 

There is still a long way 
to go as these three species 
have not fully recovered to 
the levels of 1970. 

Tutanning is a fairly large 
reserve and it will take a 
while for it to fill. If fox con· 
trol is maintained, and if the 
seasons remain reasonable, 
we can expect further in· 
creases and more sightings. 

Up to this point, f11111 evi· 
dence regarding fox preda 
tion was restricted to 
rock-wallabies and 
numbats. 

With these latest re:.ults 
from Tutanning, the Jist of 
threatened species IS now 
five and it !CC1liS reasonable 
to infer that other species 
are at risk as "'ell - how 
many "e do not )Ct know. 

1 should thmlt that there 
IS now bnle room left for 
skepticism regarding the fox 
threat. If we do not brin& 
the fox under control, then 
1 believe our reserve system 
Will end up supportmg only 
grey kangaroos and the very 
small marsupials. 
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AMY CROCKER I 
L--1902-1989----"- Fines over feral pigs 
- - -------- Nu~ISiand NaiUre Reserve, The following article 

was sent to us by acting 
Nannup district manager 
Roger Banks. Reprinted 
courtesy of the Fanners 
Weekly. 

March after a chase 
through forest tracks in 
Cwondinup Kirup area. 

One of 11te 11umbots 111 Wood•·olt tfr111 tti/1 ~part of J1ZJ1u11ry's bntding program. 

Stalking the fox 
A wild fox cub is the 

latest addition to Wood
vale's research stock or 
native and feral animals. 

Basil is part of CALM 
research scientist David AI· 
gar's studies into fox be 
haviour. 

David has been research 
ing fox control for the past 
three to four years in con 
junction with Jack Kin 
near's research program. 

With the assistance of 
technical officer Tom Left 
wich, he studies fox densi 
ty and dispersal. These 
factorS provide infonnation 
relating to the timing of. in 
tensity and frequency of 
baiting. 

David says the ro~ con· 
trol program must be ceo 
nomic as well as effoeuve 
and he's aiming to produce 
a manual of control proce-

dures for future operations. 

Over the past I 0 years, 
research by CALM scien· 
tists has shown that foxes 
are the major threat to 
many native species and 
have the capacity to wipe 
out a large number of our 
State's endangered species. 

David is presently work· 
ing in Kalbarri National 
Park where foxes have 
caused local e~tinction of 
tammar and rock wallabies. 
Other areas he focusses on 
include Watheroo National 
Park, Perup Fauna Priority 
Area and the Gibson Desen 
Nature Reserve. 

QuestiOns that David 15 
trying to answer mclude 
what is the extent of a fox's 
home range: what food do 
they prefer. at what age so 
they lea>e the1r mother to 
fend for themselves, how far 
do they tra,el and what is 

the mortality rate per litter. 

At Kalbarri, he says, 20 
percent of foxes dieiS arena
tive species compared to be· 
tween 80 to 90 percent in 
the Manjimup/Perup area. 

Most of these are rare 
and endangered species -
woylies, tammar wallabies 
and numbats. 

Foxes that are caught by 
David and Tom are meas
ured and weighed, then 
released wearing radio 
transmitters. 

When fully grown, Basil's 
vital statistics from cub size 
to fully grown adult will 
help the present monitoring 
e~ercise of attaching radio 
transmitters to wild fo~es. 

He will also be fed sever· 
al kinds of meat to gauge 
what dishes foxes will take 
in the wild when it is set as 
bait. 

........ ,~ ...... "~ r !If' ~ WOYLIES: The two 
;r •yr --:.. sl<etches on this page depict 

. I' · ' ·, . '\. be/longs, or woylies, in 
~p_ ' 1 !' ' , ~ natural pose. They are just ' ~ , · * -~._, one mammal species endan· 

A 'II 4 • ;; ··, -;~'"'• • • gered by the presence of 
~ '1 _ • · • ' ] ··,..,foxes and their populations 

· are responding to CALM s 
fox comrol program. 

\ 

---

by John Watson 

The autbor and artist 
of CALM's most colour· 
ful brochure " Hill 
Spring.s" bas died. 

Amy Crocker died m 
Norseman Hospital on 
November 14 - JUSt four 
days short of her 87th 
birthday. 

Amy was bom in Albany 
in 1902 and, after a short 
spell at Point Malcolm near 
Israelite Bay, spent her ear 
ly childhood at " Hill 
Springs" near Cape Arid. 

On leaving "Hill Springs" 
in 1910, the family moved 
to vanous outstations in the 
Israelite Bay· Pine Hill· 
Balladonia area, before 
Amy eventually married 
and settled at Balladonia. 

Amy has been a continu· 
ing source of historical m 
formation to the National 
Parks Authority and subse· 
quently to CALM. 

She provided many of the 
names for-geographical fea· 
tunes in wha1 are now Cape 
Arid National Park and 

and 10 1981 she wrote the 
text for the brochure on 
"Hill Springs". This 
brochure, which is present
ly being repnnted, also in· 
eludes colour plloto&raphs 
of four of Amy's paintings 
of the Cape Arid area. 

Various NPA/CALM 
staff and their families have 
kept close contact with 
Amy over the years includ
ing Len and Moira Otte, 
Chris and Mary Hart, Phil 
and Caroline Gray, Richard 
and Jackie Pemberton, Lib
by Sandiford (South Coast 
Heritage Trails Project), and 
myself. 

In 1981 Am~ and hus· 
band Jack were driven 
down to Mount Ragged and 
Pine Hill to be present at 
the scattering or Len One's 
ashes at Mount Ragged. 
This was one of Amy's last 
visits to the park. 

Amy's death is a very sad 
loss to all who care for and 
relate to nature, but her 
memory will live on forever 
through her paintings and 
other histoncal reminis
cences. 

New booklet 
A new educational 

booklet bas been written 
for Mundaring Weir. 

"Discovering Mundanng 
Weir" is a guide for teachers 
and group leaders taking 
students on field·based 
educational trips to the 
Mundaring Weir region. 
The throe specific areas co
vered are the South ledge 
Track, Portagrabra Track 
and O'Connor Study Site. 
Rather than recommend 
particular activities, the 
booklet provides back· 
ground notes, sketch maps 
and ideas for "further inves 
ligations". It is designed to 
complement the school syl 
Iabus and encourage 
teachers to develop their 
own programs. 

PrimarY school studeniS 
are given guidelines to en· 
courage an understanding 
of plants and animals, 
where and how they live, 
and how changes affect 
their environment. 

Secondary school science 
and social studies students 
can delve deeper into eco
logical concepts, ecosystems 
and human modification of 
ecosystems. 

Much of the groundwork 
for "Disco•-ering Mundar· 
lng Weir" was carried out 
by M wldaring District fore· 
stcr Len Talbot. It is hoped 
that study guides will be 
produced for other areas in 
the future. 

PERTH: Two men who 
attempted to move fenll 
pigs from the CALM 
forest at Nannup were 
fined by magistrate Kel
lin Fisher at Manjimup 
this week. 

Brian Carl Flynn, of Col· 
lie, and Trevor Lewis O'Sul· 
livan, of Kojonup, pleaded 
guilty to moving a declared 
animal contrary to the 
Agriculture and Related 
Resources Protection Act. 

They were fined $100 
with $26.70 COSIS. The 

men were arrested last 

When stopped by police 
and CALM officers they 
bad shotguns and two black 
boars lq tied Ill the back of 
their Utility. 

Outside the court, 
Agriculture Protection 
Board regional orr ~ter 
Power, said feral pigs 
an increasing problem in 
jarrah and karri forest. 

They were high damag· 
ing to the natural environ· 
ment and 10 agriculture. 

The destroyed native 
plants and animals, spread 
diseases and attacked crops 
and pastures on farmland 
close to the edge of the 
forest. 

Abalone season 
well managed 

The metropolitan aba· 
lone fishing season began 
in October within the 
Marmion Marine park 
and on Penguin island. 

Marine and Islands 
manager Greg Pobar said 
that investigation and con· 
sultation with the Depart
ment of Fisheries had paid 
off with the cootinuation of 
a well-managed season wi· 
thin the Marmion Marine 
Parle 

Greg said this year's sea· 
son was based oo the suc· 
cess of last yea r's 
management strategies 
which included additional 
Fisheries Inspectors, high 
management profile, educa· 
tion campaigns and close 
monitoring of catch efforiS. 

"The managemen 1 of the 
abalone is much more than 
that of resource manage· 
ment," Greg said. 

"While the Department 
of Fisheries oversees and 

directs the season, in consul· 
tat ion, issues such as public 
attitudes to the ht&h profile 
r15hery, removal of other 
rnarine life, safely of the 
riSherrnen and the arbitra 
1100 of conflict wnh other 
user groups are responsibtl· 
ities that CALM deals with 
in marine parks and on is 
land reserves." 

CALM officers regularly 
assist Fisheries Inspectors in 
the field. 

This year's attention is 
being shifted to the islands 
ofShoalwater Bay, panicu 
larly Penguin Island, where 
fishing effort and impaciS 
on local reefs arc being de 
termined 10 aid in the de· 
velopment of management 
strategies for the island's 
plan. 

Anyone interested an the 
abalone sea!tOn or fishing 
should contact Greg on 
448 5800. 

Gang mem~?ers in front of. 1wo !If tlteir rrucks: (from le/t) S1~oe Sweetmlln, Neil Osman, Ted Hoddril~ Go 1/ort11ett, 
Dll1oe Perkms, Gtcy Napter; Stmon Olunter, Don 1/onison, Terry "Handle" lffzUace, Arthur l'lmiji:Jr. //,olograph: 

Sren1 Murnane..) 

Gang's efforts rew-arded 
It was tbe hottest day 

in ~\en months when 
Executive Director S) d 
Sbea met 'II itb some 40 
treeplanting gang mem
bers and sta ff from 
Gnangara, Yanchep and 
Wanncroo. 

The heat highlighted the 
uncomfortable conditions 
the gangs work under dur 
ing the fire season. 

There were 80 fires in the 
Wanneroo Distnct during 
the 1988189 season. Twct~ty 
seven m the pine plantation 
resulted in only four hoe· 
tares bemg burnt. 

Apart from an unusually 
hagh Incidence of lt&htmng 
Strikes It had been an aver
age fire season as far as 
weather conditions were 
concerned. 

Dr Shea acknowledged 

an outstanding safety per· 
formance, and congratulat· 
ed the gang for 
demonstrating their team· 
work in action. 

"The rm: crews' dedica· 
tion and effectiveness in fire 
control was exceptional 
throughout the season," he 
said. 

"Sillff were spending two 
out of three weekends on 
call. 

"One of CALM·s 
strengths IS the d1versi1y of 
staff from different back 
grounds, us many locatlO!Is 
throughout the State, and 
the range of tas~s 11 
performs.·· 

Following a questiOn and 
ans .. er session, team mem 
bers "ere presented with a 
tree planting badge for thetr 
efforiS in th1s ~ear's tree 
planting season. 
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aircraft until he failed one 
of the many rigorous and 
stringent flight tests a.ir 
force pilots have tO pass at 
regular intervals. 

He is now a seasonal 

"It was a bit of a culture 
shock stepping from a high 
speed Macchi jet into a slow 
fabric·covered spotter 
plane," says Mick. 

RAAF 
loss 

• 
lS 

our 
• ga1n 

Left: M ick N eil/e rt!ady to 
take to the air. 

job we do in fire control is 
of enormous importance." 

Culture shock is one 
way to describe a "Top 
Gun" pilot's change of 
pace from flying RAAF 
MaccW jets to one of 
CALM's fire spotter 
planes. spotter pilot based at "However, the work is 

Nann up. just as challenging and the 

Mick is one of five pilots 
at Nannup. At the end of 
the fire season he hopes to 
secure a position with an air 
charter company. Mick Neille flew RAAF .----------.., 

One that didn't get away Marron 
Esperance wi ldlifr 

officer Bernie H aberley 
though he was safely out 
of KaJgooUe after a recut 
relieving work trip -
when he was recalled by 
radio. 

(fhe Kalgoorlie district is 
rich in outback characters 
and Bernie says be tends to 
look forward to such reliev· 
ing requestS with mixed feel· 
ings ranging from 
excitement to dread.) 

The radio message was: 
~Please go to the Kalgoorlie 
Hospital and identify a 
snake that has billen 
someone." 

The reptile's description 
given over the phone was 
reminiscent of an animal 
possibly paimed by Ken 
Done. 

So, armed with every 

conceivable piece of litera· 
tore relating to these low, 
lengthy critters, he fronted 
up to the hospital's casualty 
section and was met by a 
rather excited doctor hold· 
ing a "Woolies" plastic bag 
at arms length. 

"Here it is," the doctor 
said, "we reckon it's a Bu· 
tier's snake." 

Glancing inside, Bernie 
observed one deceased rep
tile in various lengths. 

Following the identifica· 
tion of the snake - and yes, 
the doctor had correctly 
identified the species (the 
yellow·bellied black snake, 
Pseudechas butleri) - Ber· 
nie requested the now rapid· 
ly decomposing reptile (in 
36 degree humid conditions) 
as an office specimen. 

The doctor told him he'd 

have to see the old bloke on 
the bed in casualty as he 
may have still wanted it. 

A ppa rent I y the old 
prospector had been in his 
camp somewhere out of 
town when the repti le 
entered. 

Being short of an evening 
meal he went to grab it and 
was bitten. 

Bernie walked around the 
corner into casualty and 
was confronted by a near· 
naked elderly gentleman 
adorned with a selection of 
wildlife-orienta ted tattoos. 

He asked if he could keep 
the contents of the bag. 
~var ... ," the old man 

said, "I won't be needing it 
where I'm going." 

He added: ~But if I don't 
go there, I want it back. 
They're good tucker. OK?" 

record 
Volunteers are needed to 
belp the F ishe ries 
D epartment ' s marron 
research. 

The department's fisher· 
ies Research Branch moni· 
tors marroo stock levels 
with the help of volunteers 
who record their catches 
and fiShing trips in supplied 
log books. 

The information gathered 
in this research program is 
vital for fishery manage· 
ment and the long term con· 
servat ion of marron 
breeding stocks. 

For further information 
contact Cliff f ellows at 
Freshwater Research Unit, 
Fisheries Research Branch. 
W A Manne Research 
Laboratories, P.O.Box 20, 
North Beach 6020. Or 
phone (09) 447 1366. Work on herbarium 

Minimum legal size for 
ing il1 getting the work marron is 76mm, measured 
processed - last year's along the carapace length. 
Alexander Morrison Na· Each licence holder can bag 
tional Park specimens are 20 marron per day. Open 
still in lhe presses - every· seasons for 1990 are Janu· 
one volunteered to do the ary 1 _ February 28 and 
work at a busy bee during April 7 _ April 22. 

"' Wildflower 
enthusiasts met 

at Watheroo 
National Park 
in October to 

continue work on 
the field herbarium 

there. 

The volunteers were 
from the W A National 
Parks and Reserves Associ· 
ation and the W A Wild· 
flower Society. This is the 
third year that lhe group 
had worked in the area col· 
lecting, identifying and 
pressing specimens. 

by Penny Hussey 

manager) had led the 
weekend's collecting expedi· 
tion, but on this occasion 
we sought out our own 
sites. 

Ted Griffin, a botanist 
who has done a lot of work 
in the area, gave us a copy 
of his list for the park, 
which contains 355 species. 
Of these, I 81 are already 
represented in the field her· 
barium, so the group set out 
to collect anything else. By 
going through the unallo
cated herbarium specimens, 
and by assiduous collections 
in several areas, we raised 
the list to 402 and the col· 
lection to 233. A most sa tis· 
factory result! 

In previous years, Kelly Because of the obvious 
Gillen (then district difficulty the district is hav· 

STAFF NEWS 
Promotions 

Glyn Yates, to Forester 
'Grade II, Collie; Jeff Ben· 
nett, Forester Grade 1!, 
Manjimup; Louise Burch, 
Senior Graphic Designer, 
Public Affairs, Crawley and 
Mike Green, to Research 
Officer, Land Information. 
Como. Leigh Davis gained 
promotion to Project Lead· 
er, Land Information from 
the Department or Land 
Administration. 

Transfers 
Peter Bidwell, Senior 

Forester (QpsJ from Walpole 

to Bunbury; Geoff Kregor 
Ranger·in-Charge and Steve 
Dutton, Ranger, both to 
Millstream-Chichester Na· 
tiona! Park. 

Retirements 
Jock Sclater, manager 

Timber Production, retired 
OctOber 3 I after more than 
30 years' service. He began 
as an Assistant District 
Forest Officer. Forests 
Department at Dwellingup. 
Ron Chandler, Ranger·in· 
Charge, Yanchep, on 28 
September 1989 after 19 
years of park work; Norm 
Rice, Admin Assistant, Col· 
lie, after 18 years. 

the summer, if it can be or· 
ganised. To promote snare fishing 

of marron, two trial areas 
We were fortunate in have been declared "snare 

having Elizabeth George ftshing only" in the Warren 
and Margaret Pieroni, who River within Warren Na· 
went through the Verticor· tional Park and Shannon 
dia and Dryandra collec· River downstream from the 
tions respectively and made Shannon Dam in Shannon 
sure they were properly National Park. 
identified. 

The biggest marron on 
An interesting extra this record weighed l.Skg and 

year was bird banding. Per· measured 171 mm along the 
ry and Alma de Rebeira carapace. 
from CSIRO set up mist '-- ---------' 
nets in the bush and talked 
about the value of the tech· 
nique. 

Although windy condi· 
tions kept most birds at 
home, a number were net· 
ted and we watched with in· 
terest as their vital statistics 
were recorded. 

The weekend finished up 
with a visit to the proposed 
CoomaUo National Park, 
where we were pleased to 
find good specimens of the 
Bronze Star Orchid , 
The/ymitra ste/lata. 

We would like to thank 
those members of CALM 
who made our visit possible 
- regional manager Geoff 
Mercer for allowing use of 
the facilities, Keith Hockey 
for making the shed habita· 
ble and Ken Borland for 
bringing all the materials 
from Moora. 

Any suggestions for 
where the volunteer tax· 
onomists could go next 
year? 

Safety 
figures 
The number of days 

lost due to accidents in 
the 12 months to Oc
tober 1989 was 1310. 

That's 594 up on the 
number of days lost to Oc
tober 1988. 

The number of medical 
treatment accidents was 
130, up from 124 for the 
previous I 2 months. 

Last October there were 
three lost time accidents and 
seven medical treatment ac· 
cidents. This year the 
figures were two and eight 
respectively. 

Lifting (muscle and back 
strain) and slips were the 
most common causal fac· 
tors in the current injury 
rates. 

Stealing fish from a 
fishing line may have con
tributed to the demise of 
a young pe~can on the 
S w An Dhor I-Cl4..ct•fl.). 

Sever::! members of the 
public reported seeing the 
bird, pictured above with 
wildlife officer Sean Hazel· 

near the Milyu Nature 
Reserve on the west side of 
the Kwinana Freeway. 

Its beak and wings were 
badly entangled with fiShing 
line, but despite its predica· 

... ~ .. -
........ 

+,, . .... ~. 

ment, the bird managed to 
evade wildlife officers for 
several days. 

Then two canoeists rane 
the department to report 
they had caught the pelican 
and cut most of the fishing 
line off the bird - but it 
couldn't fly and they feared 
it had swallowed a fishing 
hook. 

Later that morning, Sean 
and fellow wildlife officer 
Andrew Horan spotted the 

....•. 

injured bird with a group of 
other pelicans. By now, the 
injured bird was easil' 
caught. five da>·• ,mer It 
wru.ltr;t reported; his wings 
badly injured where the line 
had cut into him. 

Andrew and Sean bun· 
died the bird into a CALM 
vehicle and drove him to 
the Native Bird Hospital in 
Mundaring where he was 
still being cared for as 
CALM News went to press. 
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