
From my desk ... 
I recently attended a meeting of representa

tives of the A WU staff that· are employed by our 
Department. The purpose of this meeting was to 
discuss with the delegates and members of the 
Human Resources Branch and the Union, prog
ress towards achieving the objectives of award 
restructuring. 

For those of you who are not aware, restruc
turing is a process that is occurring throughout 
Australia that is part of the "accord" structure. 
Essentially, what it involves is devising.a system 
whereby the organisational and cultural con
straints on productivity can be overcome in 
return for wage increases. It is very important, 
not only for this department, but for Australia, 
that we become more productive, and obviously 
some of the things that we have inherited in 
terms of work practices are inhibiting this. 

I was extremely impressed by the results that 
have been achieved so far with the Union and 
representatives of our A WU staff. There is a 
long way to go and I am sure we will have 
disagreements, but they are not impossible to 
overcome. Our ability to maintain and stabilise 
our financial situation in the Department de
pends on us achieving more efficiency and pro
ductivity. 

But apart from the award restructuring issue, 
I was really impressed by the positive approach 
of our own A WU staff to the difficult issues 
facing this Department, I confess I felt guilty. I 
personally, and certainly the senior executive of 
this Department, have not paid attention to tap
ping the ideas and goodwill that exists within 
this section of our Department. I am very keen to 
maintain the mechanism of consultation that has 
been set up for resolving the award restructuring 
questions in the future. 

SYD SHEA, Executive Director 

Wood at work 
Dwellingup District is 

undertaking a trial in 
the Del Park minesite to 
test the use of Red 
Mahogany (Eucalyptus 
resinifera) as firewood. 

RedMahogany,native 
to coastal areas in NSW 
and Queensland, is one of 
a number of eastern state 
eucalypts used in the 
rehabilitation of Alcoa 
bauxite pits. 

In WA, however, it is 
largely untested. This, to
gether with the small 
volumes involved, has 
made thinning of the 
stands for commercial use 
difficult to achieve. 

Forester Graeme Gar
dener is hoping the Del 
Park trial will prove part 
of the answer. 

Funded by Alcoa, the 
trial involves the thinning 
of rehabilitation planted 
intheearlytomid 1970's, 
now about 1 Om in height 
and 250mm in diameter. 

All potential firewood, 
down to 75mm in diame
ter, is then picked up and 
moved to roadside dumps 
in log lengths. 

Due to the difficult 
terrain in rehabilitated pits 
and the small piece size, 
extracting them has been 
difficult. 

However, experimen
tation has shown that the 
most effective method is 
to manually load small 
pieces onto the forks of a 
small frontend loader for 

removal. 
Using this method, 

three employees pro
duced about 80 tonnes of 
potential firewood in five 
days. 

It now remains to be 
seen whether the wood 
produced is suitable for 
firewood and sufficiently 
popular with the public. 

They will pay for a 
permit allowing them to 
cut a trailer load of fire
wood from the log lengths 
at roadside dumps. 

If the trial is a com
mercial success the pro
ceeds will pay for a simi
lar operation next year. 

An important side 
benefit of the trial is that, 
because all stem wood 
down to 75mm is re
moved, very little debris 
remains afterwards. 

This is particularly 
advantageous as it in
creases the efficiency of 
present works aimed at 
establishing a scrub un
derstorey in these pits. 

Scrub establishment 
was not part of the proc
ess in early years of reha
bilitation and has begun 
this year as a priority to 
improve the fertility of 
the sites and help ensure 
their long term viability . 

This operation would 
be more expensive and 
less effective without the 
removal of the debris 
commercially. 
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The rare fern 
Asplenium obtusatum 
(shore spleenwort), pre
viously only recorded 
from Chatham Island 
near Walpole and 
Breaksea Island near 
Albany, has been found 
in Torndirrup National 
Park. 

It's no coincidence that 
South Coast Regional 
Manager John Watson 
was associated with both 
the Chatham Island and 
the Torndirrup discover
ies. 

In 1975, John, a keen 
rock climber, accompa
niedresearch scientist Ian 
Abbott on a two-week 
biological survey of 
Chatham Island. 

As well as helping with 
bird trapping and vegeta
tion surveys, Ian thought 
he would need some tech
nical rock climbing as
sistance in safely landing 
and unloading his deli
cate research equipment 
on the island and in gain
ing access to some of the 
rocky areas. 

During exploration of 
steep cliffs on the island, 
John spotted the unusual 

looking fern growing in a 
crack at the base of a 
granite rock face. 

Last year John spent a 
few hours on Breaksea 
Island assisting wildlife 
officers and research sci
entists search for the elu
sive plant. None were 
found. 

In February John was 
on a climbing meet with 
SCUM - South Coast 
Union of Mountaineers -
on a rock face in Torndir
rup National Park. 

John recalls .. . 
"We were on the last 

climb of the day - a real 
classic; highly exposed 
and quite a serious route. 
I had climbed the route 
several times before but 
not since the trip to 
Breaksea Island when I 
had taken a line drawing 
of the rare plant with me. 
Suddenly there it was , 
right in front of my eyes! 
At this point the climb 
followed a vertical crack 
and there were few hand 
and footholes. The expo
sure was tremendous -
when you looked down 
between your legs all you 
could see was waves 

It's extinct
no it isn't 

Another of WA's 
presumed extinct spe
cies has been redis
covered. 

Last collected from the 
"Swan River Colony" by 
James Drummond in 
1849, Ptilotus caespitu
losus was found on pri
vate land between Ger
aldton and Moora last 
year. 

Alison Doley, a keen 
conservationist and 
member of the Coorow 
Wildflower Study Group, 
located the species on her 
property and arranged to 
forward a specimen to the 
Herbarium for identifica
tion. 

Once its identity had 
been confirmed, Ger
aldton flora wildlife offi-

cer Phil Roberts carried 
out an inspection and 
located some 200 mature 
plants and many seed
lings - all in a healthy 
condition. 

The large number of 
seedlings may be the di
rect result of the Doley 's 
action of excluding graz
ing stock from the area 
containing the rare plants. 

The rediscovery of this 
extinct plant after 150 
years is remarkable and 
may indicate that some of 
the State ' s other pre
sumed extinct species are 
still out there somewhere 
just waiting to be found. 

- Mike O'Donoghue, 
senior clerk flora 

STAFF NEWS 
Appointments 

John Winton, Forester 
Grade 2, Esperance. 

Promotions 
Sylvia King, to Per

sonnel Officer (L2), 
Como; Peter Haslewood, 
Administrative Assistant 
(L3), Woodvale Re
search. 

Glyn Courtice and 
Carol Power gained pro
motions to Crown Law 
Department. 

Transfers 
Wally Edgecome, 

Senior Forester, to 
Silviculture, Como; Steve 
Raper, A.D.F.O. Wan
neroo ; Graham Ellis
Smith, Forester, Leeder
ville; Tom Rouse, For
ester, Walpole; Jenny 
Monk, Admin. Assistant, 
Manjimup; Luke Coney, 
Park Ranger, Y anchep. 

Forest Rangers : Mark 

Dalton to Manjimup; Carl 
Beck, Nannup; Brian 
MacMahon , Pingelly; 
John Tillman, Manjimup; 
Paul Marnmone, Pember
ton; Matt Reynolds, 
Kelmscott; Simon Wat
kins, Manjimup; Jaron 
Creasey, Nannup; Jeff 
Boulton, Bunbury; Greg 
Freebury, Manjimup. 

Trainee Park Rangers: 
Scott Godley, to 
Leeuwin-N aturaliste ; 
Geoff Harnett, Y anchep; 
Murray Banks, Torndir
rup; David Burton, Kal
barri; Mark Moore, 
Leeuwin-N aturaliste ; 
Jason Puls, Yanchep; Ian 
Hughes, Y anchep. 

Retirements 
George Black, former 

Mill Records Examiner, 
retired after a lifetime in 
the forestry industry. He 
joined the Forests Depart
ment in 1961. 

crashing up granite slabs 
over 100 m below. A few 
metres up I found a sec
ond plant. Above here the 
route became harder and 
I had to concentrate fully 
on the climbing. To my 
delight when I checked 
my sample against the 
office files next day the 
match was perfect.. .. " 

The special signifi
cance of this discovery is 
that this is the first record 
on the WA mainland. The 
find augers well for fur
ther discoveries as there 
are many similar cliffs 
along the Albany
Walpole coastline which 
John and his rock-climb
ing friends visit from time 
to time. 

Private 
thinnings 

by PHIL DURELL 

A valuable timber 
resource exists on pri
vate property. 

CALM has recently 
taken advantage of this 
to fulfil obligations to 
contracts between the de
partment and sa wmillers. 

Harvesting of the re
source is also a financial 
advantage to the land
owner. 

The present operation 
takes the form of thin
ning karri regrowth on 
various private proper
ties in the Southern Re
gion. Operations have so 
far been undertaken in 
Pemberton and 
Manjimup, with opera
tions soon to begin in 
Walpole. 

A deed of grant be
tween the landowner and 
CALM has to be drawn 
up before operations 
commence. This docu
ment allows CALM to 
take trees in return for a 
royalty payment to the 
landowner. 

This document is also 
signed by the mortgagee. 

While there are finan
cial benefits to the land
owner, the real value of 
this operation is the en
hancement of the private 
property forests that oc
cur in the region. Thin
ning allows rapid growth 
of the remaining trees 
within the stand to en
sure a future resource and 
futureincometotheland
owner. 

Once a management 
plan has been agreed 
upon by CALM and the 
landowner, the depart
ment employs a logging 
contractor to carry out 
the task on their behalf. 

So far this year in 
Walpole, three private 
properties totalling 40 ha 
have joined the thinning 
program. 

The value per hectare 
to the farmer (net) is 
about $1400 or 90 per
cent of the gross value. 

Products from these 
thinnings will be used to 
make SEC poles; small 
regrowth karri sawlogs 
will be sent to Monier at 
Busselton to be made into 
tile battens, while karri 
and marri regrowth will 
be sent to Pemberton. 
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Flora book 
hits stands 
by Andrew Brown 

At last, the long
awaited book "Western 
Australia's Endangered 
Flora" is in the hands of 
the printer and will soon 
be released. 

Written and compiled 
by Stephen Hopper, (prin
cipal author), Stephen van 
Leeuwen, Andrew Brown 
and Susan Patrick from 
CALM's Research Divi
sion, the book is illustrated 
in full colour with photo
graphs supplied by many 
members of the depart
ment and compiles over a 
decade of research. 

Work on the book first 
began in 1977 when little 
was known about endan
gered flora and its biol
ogy. It has taken until now 
to survey, study, photo
graph and monitor all the 
species treated within. 

The book discusses the 
conservation of WA ' s 
endangered flora and re
views relevant legislation, 
policy, research and man
agement activities of 
CALM. 

It also provides an il
lustrated guide ( with most 
in full colour) to the 238 
plant taxa declared as 
endangered flora in 1989, 
lists other plants under 
consideration for decla
ration and illustrates a se
lection of presumed ex
tinct and recently redis
covered plants. 

Endangered plants 
warrant special conserva
tion attention as their ex
tinction is more likely than 
for other plants. We now 
know that WA has more 
endangered flora than any 
other state of Australia, or 
the vast majority of other 
countries in the world. 

In most cases , these 
plants are naturally local
ized, recently-evolved 
and numerically rare. 

Many replace each 
other over short distances 
across the landscape, so 
that similar districts have 
their own local endemic. 

Most endangered flora 
are especially prone to 
extinction from bulldoz
ing, disease infection, 
weed invasion, drought 
and other local distur
bances. 

Much remains to be 
done to ensure the con
servation of WA' s endan
gered flora and it's hoped 
this book will stimulate 
interest in these plants . 

It should also assist 
land owners, botanists, 
CALM staff and inter
ested members of the 
public in their identifica
tion. 

A limited edition , 
"Western Australia's 
Endangered Flora" will be 
available from major 
bookstores or direct from 
CALM at a recommended 
retail price of $24.95 . 

Letters ... 
EDITOR, 

I spent the Australia 
Day long weekend as 
"your guest" in the State 
Fore st at Dwelling up. 
Your staff are to be con
gratulated on their pro
fessionalism. 

From my initial tele
phone enquiry, to receiv
ing a map and informa
tion, to contact with 
CALM personnel, to en
joying the excellent fa
cilities at Dwellinsup. 
Everything was perfect. 

In a era of lacklustre 
performance, it is heart
ening to find people who 
are proud of their work 
and not afraid to show it. 

Once again, congratu
lations. Kind regards , 

Steve Harris 

EDITOR , 

Recently we travelled 
through the South West 
and were most impressed 
with the care that is evi
dent in camping spots 
managed by CALM, par
ticularly Shannon Forest 
and Boyanup Karri area . 

Please pass on our 
thanks to your officers. 

/.J.Hunt 

FREE VIDEOS 
worth watching. 

Look for the 
story in the next 

issue of 

CALM News 
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