
I PINES FIRE I 
by BRUCE HARVEY 

Fire in early January 
destroyed 200ha of 16 
year old Pinus pinaster 
forest at Wanneroo in 
just three hours. 

Loss of future pine 
sawlog royalties to the 
State early next century 
due to the fire are esti
mated to be about 
$500,000. 

Two fires were appar -
ently deliberately lit at 
about 12.50pm on private 
property south of the 
Gnangara Plantation. 

The fires were fanned 
by a gusting south-east
erly and quickly swept 
into the pinaster pine 
crowns. 

Forester Greg Napier 
was first on the scene and 
his report of I 0ha burnt 
(and increasing rapidly), 
with the fire consuming 
the entire trees, set the 
scene for what was to be 
a dangerous and at times 
desperate few hours of 
fire fighting for Northern 
Forest Region crews. 

Thirty forest workers 
with three gang trucks and 
six heavy duties and three 
forest officers quickly 
arrived at the fire. The 
Wanneroo office, 
manned by senior control 
and clerical staff, worked 
furiously to arrange back-

up forces from within the 
region and other agencies 
to provide support. 

A number of times the 
CALM W anneroo fire 
crews almost had the fire 
controlled, only to fall 
back as gusting winds 
caused the fire to surge 
through the pinaster pine 
crowns again. Breaks and 
roads were leapt by the 
fire as it swept over lO0ha 
and more than 1000m in 
the first hour. 

More crews from 
Mundaring and Jar
rahdale arrived, along 
with CAT 930 loaders, 
control vans and commu
nication equipment. 

The large fire organi
sation was upgraded to a 
multi-agency command 
(MAC) fire as fire fight
ing forces arrived from 
the Swan Shire and Wan
neroo City and police 
blocked threatened roads. 

Crews were forced 
several times to withdraw 
as the fire grew fiercer, 
driving the crews back 
onto burnt ground for 
safety. 

After three hours, the 
eight CALM gang units 
following the tracks cut 
by the rubber tyred load
ers, secured the eastern 
flank and pinched off the 
headfire. The fire had run 
1800m since 1pm. 

When the running fire 
was put out at 4pm; the 
huge fire fighting organi
sation breathed a sigh of 
relief. 

The pause was only for 
seconds as the mopping 
up began to secure the 
perimeter of the 200ha 
fire. 

With a forecast for 
strong, dry north-easterly 
winds overnight no risks 
could be taken and the 
crews worked long into 
the night to black out all 
edges. 

No scrub was left on 
the forest floor. Only 
black ash on white sand. 

The pines stood 
straight sticks with few 
branches and few green 
needles - almost complete 
destruction. 

The Wanneroo CALM 
personnel worked fever
ishly to save the pines they 
had planted, pruned and 
protected. Their years of 
training and fire fighting 
experience came through 
in their brave and skilful 
attack on the worst pinas
ter pine fire in WA ' s his
tory. 

Now the long and ar
duous task of salvaging 
pine from the burnt re
mains begins and then the 
leftover debris will be 
heaped and burnt and the 
plantation re-established. 

Harvey top gang 
The first skills dem

onstration competition 
for fire gangs in the 
forest regions was held 
recently at Wellington 
Dam. The event, origi
nally delayed due to the 
Fitzgerald River Na
tional Park fire, fea
tured three competing 
gangs from Dwellingup, 
Harvey and Manjimup 
representing the north
ern, central and south
ern forest regions. 

To qualify, each gang 
had to be the best gang in 
its district, then survive 
fierce competition from 
other district gangs in the 
regional competition. 

The competition cov
ered all aspects of a fire 
gang 's work and equip
ment and included a full 
gang inspection to see if 
all the necessary safety 
equipment was in order 
and that members were 
properly attired. 

Gangs then demon
strated their skills by 
raking fire lines, using 
heavy duty pumps, pack 
spray skills and correct 

and safe chainsaw tech
niques. 

Ric Donovan and his 
Harvey crew were judged 
the Premier Fire Gang and 
received the Fire Branch 
Shield from Jim Edwards 
who was Acting General 
Manager at the time. 

Each member of the 
winning gang - Peter 
Delaporte, Alan Brown, 
Terry Roberts and Barry 
Rowley and chief coach 
Craig Gardiner- received 
an engraved jarrah mom
ento to recognise their 

skills from Fire Protec
tion Manager John Smart. 

A tthe end of the day a 
Tug of War competition 
was held for a suitable 
liquid prize put up by Jim 
Edwards, John Smart and 
Don Spriggins . The 
Manjimup heavy 
weights, led by Peter 
Rado, swamped the op
position and carried off 
the spoils. 

The Fire Gang Com
petition will be held again 
in November when keen 
rivalry is again expected. 

From fire to flower 
Eight hectares of bushland in Canning Vale was 

burnt recently by Metro region to ensure the flow
ering this spring of Purdie ' s Donkey Orchid, Di
urus purdiei. 

The endangered orchid is the subject of a re
search program run by CALM and the Kings Park 
and Botanic Gardens. 

Several of the plants have been successfully 
propagated by Kings Park botanist Kingsley Dixon. 
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Photographed at the end of the fire gang competition were champion 

overseer Ric Donovan (with shield) and crews and judges 

Photographed working in Fitzgerald River National Park were Phil Gray (CALM, Esperance), Anne 
and Peter Resch (Trigg), Diane Auckland (Roleystone), Helen Smalley (Subiaco), Ralph and Monica 

Cooper (Hopetoun), Alex Scorer (Fremantle) 

Volunteers aid Fitzgerald 
The volunteer pro

gram held in the Fitz
gerald River National 
Park over the March 
long weekend was 
highly successful. 

About 30 people from 
Perth, Hopetoun, On
gerup , Esperance and 
Albany carried out five 
projects in the park's east
ern end. 

These included recon
struction work at the fire 
damaged Mylies Beach 
recreation site, collection 
of old litter along major 
roads , cutting of brush for 
rehabilitation work on 
burnt sand dunes, recon
struction of the West 
Beach footpath and beach 
steps and collection of 
native seed for use in re
planting bare soil areas. 

CALM South Coast 
Regional Manager John 
Watson said the response 
had been magnificent and 
thanked all volunteers 
and staff for their efforts. 

Despite the humid 
conditions , everyone 
worked enthusiastically 

and there was a great spirit 
of camaraderie. 

Many people have al
ready asked to assist again 
and CALM has scheduled 
busy bees on the first 
Sunday of the month as 
follows: Sunday, April 1 
- WestMountBarrenarea 

near Bremer Bay, Sun
day, May 6 - Mylies 
Beach area near Hope
toun (both using local vol
unteers only) and the long 
weekend , June 2/3 -
Mylies Beach area near 
Hopetoun. 

- Colin Ingram 
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Reconstruction, West Beach footpath were Graeme McCarthy (Cottesloe) 

wheelbarrow and Peter Miller (Hopetoun) on shovel 

Where are all the Warru? 
by DA V/0 PEARSON 

For the Aborigines of 
the rocky interior 
ranges of WA, the 
Warru or black-footed 
rock wallaby (Petrogale 
lateralis) isan important 
Dreamtime force and 
was once a prized food 
item. 

The mammal was 
common in small granite 
rockpiles and "whale
backs", as well as in large 
quartzite, rhyolite and 
gab bro ranges throughout 
the area ad joining the 
Northern Territory and 
South Australian borders. 

However, the W arru 's 
numbers have crashed in 
the last 50 years, like 
many other " critical
weight range" mammals 
(35 g to 5.5 kg) (see 
Landscope 2(4)). 

Interviews with local 
Ngaanyatjarra people 
suggested that rock wal
labies survived in only a 
few pockets in remote 
ranges. 

In an effort to learn 
more about its former 
distribution, sites where 
the mammal still survived 
and the sort of habitat it 
occupied, a survey in co
operation with theNgaan
yatjarra Council was con
ducted during 1988-99. 

Aboriginal custodians 
were employed (using 

funds from the Austra
lian National Parks and 
Wildlife Service) to guide 
researchers to sites where 
they believed rock-wal
labies might still exist and 
where they were hunted 
in the past. 

To tell whether rock
wallabies were present, 
areas were searched on 
foot for signs such as 
tracks, fresh droppings 
(scats) or perhaps just a 
glimpse of a rock wal
laby. 

Eleven remnant popu
lations were loca ted. 
They were persisting in 
rugged cliffs or rockpiles 

in major ranges, usually 
close to permanent wa
terholes, the environs of 
which provided green 
feed even during dry pe
riods. 

Factors which are 
thought to have caused 
popul ation declines in 
other desert mammals , 
such as changes in fire 
regimes and exotic com
petitors (eg rabbits) and 
predators (eg foxes) 
probably affected rock 
wallaby populations in 
different ways depend
ing on the habitat occu
pied. Remaining popula
tions are inhabiting pock-

Rock Wallaby 

ets of the best habitat. 

Nonetheless, they are 
still vulnerable to the 
impact of drought or 
heavy fox predation in 
reducing breeding suc
cess and hence survival. 

Local extinctions as 
recently as 1986 have 
been recorded. In the past, 
such disasters on a local
ized scale were overcome 
by recolonization by rock 
wallabies from nearby 
rocky areas, but as frag
mentation and isolation 
of population continues, 
this becomes less and less 
likely. 

The future for the 
Warru in the desert ranges 
looks grim. The remote 
nature of the areas they 
occupy makes research 
and any management an 
expensive and difficult 
operation . Aboriginal 
assistance in both these 
aspects will be vital. 

In the future , a joint 
CALM - Ngaanyatjarra 
monitoring program is 
planned, as well as pre-
1 i minary research into 
why rock-wallaby popu
lations are continuing to 
decline. 

With this combination 
of knowledge, expertise 
and personnel, we hope 
to arrest the pattern of 
local ex tinctions of the 
Warru. 
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