
FROM MY DESK----
As all staff will know, June was a month of great 

crisis and turmoil for all of us. A well-orchestrated 
attack on the department, its staff and our two 
controlling bodies by the Conservation Council of 
WA and an ABC television program resulted in a 
storm of controversy. We have had to fight hard to 
defend our record and our integrity. Though not of 
our making, the fight was a dirty one and will have left 
scars which may never heal. At the time of writing I 
feel that we are winning, but some time will need to 
elapse before the result can be coolly judged. 

Nevertheless, as those of you in the field will know 
who have been involved in the bushfire fighting, 
cyclones or other crisis, tough times now and again 
are good for us. A severe crisis tests people and 
management systems. We learn something about 
ourselves, our colleagues and our structures. 

In case of a crisis involving an external attack, we 
also learn very quickly who our friends are, and who 
are not. Our Minister's support was outstanding. 

I have also been proud of the support which arose 
spontaneously within the department and I have been 
overwhelmed by the messages of support which have 
come in from the community after the Four Comers 
program. I was especially touched by the personal 
messages from staff from all over the department. 
Union groups came out strongly for us, as did all 
political parties, numerous shire councils , bushfire 
brigades and recreation groups in rural Western 
Australia, scientific and academic groups from the 
Eastern States. Apart from some (predictable) abusive 
phone calls and letters, nearly everyone has 
condemned the attack made upon us by the ABC and 
Conservation Council's proposals. 

By now I hope that all of you will have had a 
chance to read our detailed responses to the ABC and 
the Conservation Council. I doubt whether the claims 
of either will go away. The nature of the ideological 
battles like this one is that they are usually protracted. 

Nevertheless, we have real work to do out there in 
the parks, forests and nature reserves, and in our 
specialist roles in the branches. As far as you are all 
concerned, the fire is over. .. thank you everyone, and 
it is time to get back to conservation and land 
management. 

A final word. My personal staff and my colleagues 
at Crawley performed heroically during the crisis. 
Putting up with me in normal times is difficult enough. 
I never forget my friends. 

Syd Shea EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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South coast areas 
given protection 

In May, Minister for the 
Environment Bob Pearce 
announced the gazettal of 
two new areas of national 
park in the Waychinicup 
area near Albany, to be 
managed by CALM's 
South Coast Region. 

The new areas, together 
with ex1stmg nature 
reserves, complete the first 
stage of the Waychinicup 
National Park, and extend 
from Normans Beach across 
Mt Manypeaks and the 

Waychinicup River mouth 
to Cheynes Beach. 

Mr Pearce said that 
ultimate! y, it was anticipated 
that the new national park 
would extend from the coast 
across the main 
Waychinicup River valley 
to the Hassell Highway. 

He thanked the Shire of 
Albany and officers from the 
WA Water Authority and 
CALM for their patience and 
goodwill while working. 
towards the park's 

On location --
A one-hour wildlife 

documentary on the 
Kimberley is being 
produced by the ABC and 
National Geographic 
Society. 

During June, a film crew 
from the ABC's Natural 
History Unit, headed by 
producer Jeremy Hogarth, 
will film in the Prince 
Frederick Harbour area of 
the Prince Regent River 
Nature Reserve. 

The film crew will be 
based on a charter yacht and 
travel ashore each day. 

Their work aims to show 
a coastline that has remained 
unchanged for the last 200 

CALM Director of 
Nature Conservation Barry 
Wilson said the area is 
probably the only place in 
Australia to have recorded 
no mammal extinctions 
since the arrival of 
Europeans. 

A film crew from· 
Television New Zealand 
also recently visited WA. 
The crew travelled to 
Nangeen Hill and Dryandra 
in the Wheatbelt to film 
CALM research scientists' 
work with endangered 
mammals. 

They focussed on rock 
wallabies and numbats - the 
work of Jack Kinnear, Mike 
Onus, Tony Friend and Neil 
Thomas. 

' 

establishment. 

"It has been essential to 
negotiate boundaries 
carefully so as to include 
important nature 
conservation and scenic 
values, but exclude areas 
such as Cheynes Beach itself 
which are used for other 
community purposes," Mr 
Pearce said. 

The newly gazetted areas 
contain several species of 
endangered flora and fauna, 
including the dibbler and 
noisy scrub-bird. 

Mt Manypeaks and the 
Waychinicup River valley 
are considered to be the most 
important areas for the noisy 
scrub-bird outside Two 
Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve. 

Recent surveys there 
have shown that the bird 
population is expanding 
through breeding, as 
numbers now recorded are 
above the numbers released 
in the area in the mid-1980' s. 

The Waychinicup 
National Park area also has 
exceedingly diverse flora, 
with about 1000 species 
recorded to date, a figure 
similar to that of the entire 
Stirling Range National 
Park. 

Pictured at the ceremony, from leff, were: Davin Gibellini, Mark Roddy, Grant Pronk, Chaz Newman, Mitch Davies 
and Luke Coney. 

CALM Cadets graduate 
CALM's Field Cadet 

Graduation Ceremony 
was recently held at the 
Lord Forrest Hotel in 
Bunbury. 

Minister for the 
Environment Bob Pearce 
was special guest for the 
presentation. 

Mr Pearce spoke highly 
of the cadet program and 
placed special emphasis on 
the course's balanced 
combination of both 
theoretical and practical 
aspects. He then presented 
certificates to all IO 
graduates. 

Luke Coney, now a 
ranger at Y anchep National 
Park, won the coveted 
Keynes Memorial Prize for 
outstanding performance in 
both theory and field work. 

Executive Director Syd 
Shea welcomed the 
graduates into CALM and 
presented his special award 
to Grant Pronk for his 
achievements during the 
two-year course. Grant now 
works as a forest ranger in 
the Mundaring District. 

Other graduating cadets 
were Peter Batt, David 
Algaba, Luke Bowman, 
Mitchell Davies, Wayne 
Fullerton, Davin Gibellini, 
Chaz Newman and Mark 
Roddy. 

Davin Gibellini is the first 
graduating cadet totally 
sponsored for the course by 
Hunnings Tree Farms. He is 
now employed by this 
company in Manjimup. 

All cadets had completed 
a two-yearcadetship. In their 

first year, cadets attend 
Bunbury's South West 
College, studying subjects 
such as botany, fauna 
characteristics and 
identification, ecology, 
mapping and horticultural 
soils. 

Their second year is spent 
at CALM's Dwellingup 
Cadet Training Centre where 
cadets receive practical 
instruction in silviculture 
management, fire 
management, recreation, 
environmental protection 
and utilisation of forest 
products. 

The course is designed to 
provide a steady flow of 
trained staff to meet 
CALM's needs and to 
provide competent junior 
supervisors and managers. 

-Near Miss-
The following is an 

open question to CALM 
employees involved with 
marking plot sites or 
driving pegs (even 
caravan annexe pegs) 
into the ground. 

Do you have a complete 
set of plans that show all 
underground service 
supplies for your work 
sites? 

Are the marker pegs 
spaced appropriately along 
the line and marked with 
correct colours and word 
keys? 

A recent near-miss 
incident has highlighted 
the need for extreme 
caution in driving pegs into 
unknown areas. 

A workman drove a 

steel star picket into the 
ground using a 4kg 
hammer fitted with a long 
wooden handle. 

In looking back this 
was a wise choice of work 
tool, for if it had been a 
metal slide hammer then a 
very serious incident could 
have occurred. 

The star picket hit a 
power cable and became 
live. The cable was 
unmarked; none of the 
personnel on site were 
aware of its existence and 
pegs had been driven into 
the ground nearby on 
previous occasions. 

Rule no. I - obtain the 
correct information before 
you dig holes or drive pegs 
into the ground. 
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Appointments 
confirmed 

Christine Grob, officer, 
Kirup, joined CALM. Also 
Judith Pitcher, technical 
officer, Harvey, from 
WAWA. 

Promotions 

Matthew W amock, to 
district wildlife officer, 
Moora and Mark Barley, to 
district wildlife officer, 
Merredin. Mobile ranger 
John Hanel to ranger-in­
charge, Lane Poole Reserve. 

Alan Lush to district 
manager, Manjimup; Bruce 
Harvey, regional operations 
officer, Kelmscott; Bob 
Chandler, regional planning 
officer, Bunbury; Glenda 
Pearson, information centre 
officer, Como; and Mike 
Choo, senior research 
scientist, Woodvale. 

Transfers 

Andrew Horan, wildlife 
officer, to Geraldton; Sean 
Hazelden, wildlife officer, 
Bunbury; Rob Brazell, 

nature reserves officer, 
Collie; Bill Evans, park 
ranger, Serpentine National 
Park; Christine Farrell, 
personal secretary, 
Woodvale; David Grosse, 
forest ranger, Kununurra; 
Paul Marsh, forester, 
Manjimup; Neil Worrell, 
forest ranger, Kirup; Charles 
Salamon, park ranger, 
Walpole-Nornalup; Terry 
Goodlich, park ranger, 
Metropolitan region; and 
Mike Newton, park ranger, 
Cape Range. 

Paper wins 
A paper written by CALM employees Paul Biggs, 

Colin Pearce and Tim Westcott, GPS Navigation for 
Large-Scale Photography, has been awarded first 
prize in the American Society for Photogrammetry 
and Remote Sensing President's Award for Practical 
Papers. 

The five-page paper was written last year describing 
a navigation system for large-scale 70mm aerial 
photography using a lap-top computer and a Global 
Positioning System (GPS). 

The system is able to direct the pilot along flight lines, 
fire cameras on a fixed distance interval, and record the 
coordinates of every photograph. 

The GPS has unlimited range and is relatively 
inexpensive to run, as there are no ground stations to 
maintain. 

In the first year of operation, about 90 percent of the 
photo locations were found to be within 100m of the 
position mapped from the GPS data. 

Discrepancies greater than this were usually associated 
with photography under sub-optimum satellite coverage. 

The paper was part of Paul Biggs' Ph.D research at the 
University of Melbourne. 

New book aids 
flora discovery 
by SUE PATRICK 

CALM's recently 
published book Wes tern 
Australia's Endangered 
Flora has helped make an 
exciting rediscovery. 

Gwen Abbott, a member 
of the Eastern Hills branch 
of the Wildflower Society -
who has an extensive 
knowledge of the flora of 
the Darling Range -
telephoned me recently. She 
had noticed a drawing of 
Grevillea flexuosa in the 
selection of presumed 
extinct species of the book, 
and remembered that she had 
collected it five years 
previously. 

At that time there was 
some confusion between this 
cream -flowered species and 
Grevillea leptobotrya, 
which, among other 
differences, has pink 
flowers . 

Gwen's specimen was 
found and proved indeed to 
be Grevillea flexuosa, the 
first collection made since 
James Drummond's Type 
Collection about 150 years 
ago. 

A spreading shrub up to 
two metres tall, it has spikes 
of cream flowen whh a 
strong sweet scent and grows 

on a high granite hill in the 
Darling Range east of Perth. 

As Gwen knows the area 
well and has not seen it 
elsewhere, it is unlikely to 
be common. 

That same week two 
other similar discoveries 
were made. 

A specimen of 
Verticordia, sent by CALM 
ranger Alan Rose for 
identification as part of the 
Stirling Range National Park 
Field Herbarium, was found 
to be Verticordia carinata. 

This also had not been 
previously collected since 
James Drummond made the 
Type Collection in the 
1840's. 

Yet another rediscover;' 
came from Bill Archer, who . 
runs a nursery at Esperanc< 

He'd asked us to confirm 
a specimen of Comesperma 
lanceolatum. 

It corresponded well to 
the description, although no 
type specimen is yet 
available for comparison. 

An earlier collection of 
the same species was found 
to have been made by Ken 
Newbey, but apart from this 
it appears it has not otherwise 
been collected since Robert 
Brown found it in 1803 near 
Esperance. 
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CALM's Pemberton 
District provides a service 
to the local Education 
Department Camp 
School where school 
groups spend up to half a 
day. About 30 tours are 
run from here each year. 

A tour begins at the 
district office where 
CALM forest officers run 
a slide show covering 
CALM's land tenures, 
management objectives, 
and management opera-

tions including the protec­
tion of our environment. 

Then all children and 
CALM officers board a 
bus, and take in a field visit 
of a logging operation. 

Here the children get to 
look at the operation at 
close hand, the equipment 
used and the silvicultural 
treatments employed by 
CALM. 

Pictured above is one 
of the letters received from 
students. 


