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Caladenia sp 

Growing to 20cm high, 
the hinged dragon orchid is 
known from just a few sandy 
rises fringing salt lakes 
between Meckering and 
Coorow. 

Flowering Aug. - Oct. 

and valleys in 
the Western part 
of the Stirling 
Range National 
Park, the 
Mondurup bell 
is unique for 
having the 
largest of all 
Darwinia bells. 

Flowering 
Aug. -Nov. 

Rare flowers bl 
by ANDREW BROWN 
WA is deservedly renowned for 

its spectacular displays of 
wildflowers. More than 8000 
species have so far been named. 

With many more 
yet to be 
described, this 
number is likely 

to increase to more 
than 10,000 once the 
task of collecting our 
rich and diverse flora 
is complete. 

With such a wealth 
of species it ' s not 
surprising many have 
developed special 
habitat requirements for their 
survival and therefore occur 
only over very narrow 
geographical ranges. 

Special legislation has been 
adopted to protect the most 
endangered of these. Currently 
247 taxa are declared as rare 
and endangered within the 
provisions of the Wildlife 
Conservation Act. 

Over the next few months 
many of our endangered 
species will bloom. Illustrated 
here are five of the rarest. 
Further information on these or 
any of the other declared rare 
species may be obtained from 
he new CALM publication 

Western Australia's 
Endangered Flora. 

Caladenia sp 

Growing to 60cm high, 
the grand spider orchid has 
the longest labellum fringe 
of all our Caladenia species. 
It occurs in banksia 
woodland between Perth and 
the Scott River plains. 

Flowering Sept. - Oct. 

Eucalyptus 
burdettania 

Confined to 
rocky slopes in the 
Fitzgerald River 
National Park 
Burdetts Gum is a 
small yellow 
mallee to 3m high . 

Flowering 
Sporadically 
throughout the 
year. 

Diuris sp 

The swamp donkey 
orchid is confined to a 
single winter-wet swamp 
near Medina. Growing 
to 30cm high, it has up to 
eight pale yellow flowers 
with dark maroon 
markings. 

Flowering Aug. -
Sept. 
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wood study 
CALM's four-year 

study into better 
utilisation of small 
eucalypt timber in 
Australia was recently 
praised by Federal 
Minister for Science and 
Technology Simon 
Crean. 

Mr Crean cited the De
partment' s cooperative ef
forts in working with the 
forest products industry and 
the Commonwealth towards 
sustainable development in 
forest products at a special 
ceremony to unveil the final 
report of CALM's Small 
Eucalypt Processing Study, 
Out of the Woods. 

The study established 
markets for the thinnings 
from overcrowded regrowth 
eucalyptforests across Aus
tralia and increased the sup
ply of high quality wood for 
furniture manufacture. 

In presenting the report, 
Environment Minister Bob 
Pearce said the results would 
ease the pressure for log
ging of mature forests. 

Out of the Woods details 
technological achievements 
made by CALM's Wood 
Utilisation Research Centre 
as a result of the Small Eu
calypt Processing Study. 

These include the CALM 
Drying System, the GUM
TREE computer model of 
the timber industry, and 
VAL WOOD, an innovative 
process to tum waste wood -
which would otherwise be 
left in the forest to rot - into 
high quality products such 
as furniture. 

CALM Executive Director 
Syd Shea handed over the 
first VAL WOOD commer
cial development licence to 
Spearwood company 
Karrivale Pty Ltd, a mem
ber of the Timber Traders 
Cockburn group. 

Karri vale representative 
Robert Guerini then pre
sented Dr Shea with the first 
research and development 
cheque for $12,000. 

CALM has received 
many commercial expres
sions of interest from the 
Eastern States following a 
series of technology ex
change workshops based on 
the Small Eucalypt 

Processing Study's devel
opments. 

The study met its objec
tives on time and within 
budget, thanks mainly, Dr 
Shea said, to the work of 
Phil Shedley . . 

On display at the cer
emony were several VAL
WOOD products, including 
a Designer 2000 chair made 
by the furniture company 
Swan Valley. 

Swan Valley and its de
signer, Max Lesser of Mel
bourne, are part of the net
working team promoting 
VAL WOOD furniture in 
Australi an and overseas 
markets. 

Federal Minister for Science and Technology 
Simon Crean talks about the finer points of 

Out of the Woods with Phil Shedley. 

CALM Botanist 

Focus on Walpole-Nornalup ~~a~O~~d~~!"~~.!.~~from 
The endangered noisy 

scrub-bird is being 
reintroduced to the Walpole
Nomalup National Park. 

This and other 
conservation measures were 
contained in a draft 
management plan for the 
park released for public 
comment in July. 

The plan proposes greater 
protection for the noisy 
scrub-bird and the park's 108 
other bird species, 21 
mammal species, 12 reptile 
species and nine species of 
frogs. 

The scrub-bird is one of 
four gazetted rare bird 
species found in the 
Walpole-Nomalup National 
Park, and is the subject of an 
intensive translocation 
program on the south coast 
(see page 7). 

Other rare birds are the 
red-eared firetail, western 
bristlebird, black bittern and 
red-winged fairy wren. 

The chuditch and 
common ring-tail possum 
are two gazetted rare 
mammals that occur in the 
park. 

Other mammals include 

the honey and pygmy 
possums, quokka, southern 
brown bandicoot and brush
tailed phascogale. 

Copies of the draft 
management plan are 

available at CALM offices 
in Walpole, Manjimup and 
Perth (Como). It can also be 
viewedattheManjimupand 
Denmark Shire council 
offices and at local libraries. 

Environment Minister Bob Pearce discusses the plan with Director 
of National Parks Chris Haynes, Southern Forest regional manager 

Alan Walker and planner Vanessa Smith. 

humpback whales are 
expected to pass Perth's 
coastline this year on 
their annual migration 
south after breeding in 
the State's warm 
northern waters. 

Many will be nursing 
new-born calves. 

Minister for the 
Environment Bob Pearce 
recently launched the 1990 
whale watching season at 
Underwater World, Hillarys. 

CALM briefed 
commercial boat operators 
on the Department' s Whale 
Watcher's Code in August. 

This stipulates the 
distances boats must keep 
from a pod of whales at 
certain speeds , and the 
number of boats allowed in 
the area at one time. 

The code is contained in 
a whale watcher's log book 
recently published by the 
Department and given to 
commercial boat operators 

enable them to participate 
in valuable whale research. 

It's the second year 
commercial whale watching 
has been run in WA. 

Humpback whales have 

the brink of extinction and 
are now regular seasonal 
visitors to WA waters. 

Scientists estimate an 
annual population increase 
of eight to nine per cent. 

Park doubles 
A major addition has 

been made to one of the 
national parks of WA's 
south-west karri forest. 

The addition of 1615 
hectares of former State 
forest to the 1460-hectare 
Warren National Park near 
Pemberton more than 
doubles its size. 

There are now significant 
areas of national park 
surrounding Pemberton to 
protect the area's conservation 
and tourism values. The 
addition of the State forests to 
W arrenNational Park will also 
allow greater access to the park 

along the popular tourist roads 
of V asse Highway and Rioter 
Road. 

This changing of land 
tenure from State forest to 
national park is in line with 
current Government policy, 
and was foreshadowed in 
the Regional Management 
Plan for CALM's Southern 
Forest Region. 

The two fore st areas, 
situated about 12 km south
west of Pemberton 
downshift, contain fine 
stands of old growth karri, 
some of which are between 
250 and 300 years old. 


