
CALM Narrogin staff watch as overseer Ron Giles plants a tree 
as part of his retirement ceremony. Ron and his wife Ethel plan 

to start their retirement in Jarrahdale. 

Overseer retires 
Narrogin overseer 

Ron Giles has retired 
after more than 29 
years' service. 

As a child, Ron lived 
a't the Department' s set
tlement at Loi Gray , es
tablished during the de
velopment of the mallet 
pl antations , east of what 
is now the Dryandra set
tlement. 

Both his mother and 
fa ther were employed by 
the Forests Department. 
His mother assisted with 
fire-watching from the 
Loi Gray Tree, which 
Roger Underwood and 
Jack Bradshaw restored 
in 1986. 

Ron joined the For
ests Department in 1960 

as an overseer at Cantine 
Settlement, · south of 
Dryandra. His wife Ethel 
and their five children also 
lived at Cantine before 
moving to Dryandra. They 
moved into Narrogin in the 
late 1960's. 

Ron continued to work 
in all areas of operations 
within the district , as a 
grader driver, faller , car
penter, stonemason , 
towerman, fire-figh ter, tree 
planterand nurseryman. His 
last fe w years have been 
spent as overseer in the 
nursery, being relieved of 
the sometimes demanding 
work in the field. 

Ron's eldest son Doug is 
currently working with the 
Department at Jarrahdale, 
where Ron and Ethel plan to 

start their retirement. 
An oral history of Ron 

and Ethel's life and times 
now held at the Battye, 
Woodvale and Narrogin 
libraries, covers the time 
they were associated di
rectly with Dryandra State 
Forest and the establish
ment of the mallet planta
tions. 

For Ron' s retirement, 
an afternoon ceremony 
was held, followed by a 
gathering at the Narrogin 
Club with other CALM 
employees and fr iends to 
wish Ron all the best. 

Among other gifts , 
Ron was presented with a 
large photo of juvenile 
numbats taken by Bert 
Wells, a well known wild
life photographer. 

Bill paying moves 
ahead in the 1990's 

CALM has adopted 
the use of Westpac 
Master Card to replace 
Local Purchase Orders 
(LPOs)wherever 
possible. To ensure that 
'he procedures for 
t1aying the Credit Card 
Account are sound, 
usage is being piloted by 
seven cost centres -
Albany, Esperance, 
Communications, 
Health & Safety, 
Internal Audit, Fire 
Protection and Wildlife 
Protection. 

it will mean a reshuffle of 
priorities. Once the monthly 
statement is received 
(around the 14th of the 
month), priority will have to 
be given to paying it in time 
for payment to reach 
Westpac by the 25th of the 
month, to avoid the 24% per 
annum interest charge on 
overdue accounts. 

Other changes required 
are in attitudes towards who 
can purchase articles for the 
Department. The card will 
have to be issued to the per
son who goes to suppliers to 
pick up goods, and gener
ally this won't be the officer 
in charge. However, the of
ficer in charge will get a 
statement each month 

showing how much each 
credit card holder in the cost 
centre has purchased and 
will be responsible for en
suring payment is made to 
Westpac on time. 

There is a charge levied 
by Westpac of $12 per card 
per annum and this charge 
has to be met by the cost 
centre. However, it is felt 
that the productivity and 
other benefits to be gained 
far outweigh this small im
post. 

Anyone wanting more 
inforrnation can ring ac
countant IAN FRAME on 
(09) 367 0226 or the offic
ers in charge of the cost 
centres currently involved. 
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Low profile despite 
a bridge-building role 
by TANYIA 
MAXTED 

When the National 
Parks and Nature 
Conservation 
Authority recently 
made a public comment 
on the proposed coal
fired power station for 
Mt Lesueur, the 
media's first question 
was: what is the 
NPNCA? Is it a 
government body? 

According to Authority 
chairman Norm Halse, the 
media knew nothing about 
it. 

This low profile con
cerns Authority members, 
and particularly Norman 
Halse, the recently retired 
WA Director General of 
Agriculture who was one of 
the three-member taskforce 
which looked into land re
source management in WA, 
resulting in the formation 
of the CALM Act, CALM, 
and the Authority . 

"The NPNCA is not well 
known," he said, "and with
out being widely known it 
can ' t fulfill its primary pur
pose as a vehicle, as it 
doesn't get input from the 
community." 

Norman said the NPN
CA 's principal role was to 
provide a vehicle for input 
into the Government's 
management of the conser
vation estate of WA for in
terested people in the com
munity . 

To this end, the NPNCA 
consists of community 
members who represent a 
number of interests: volun
teer conservation, recrea
tion in natural areas, fish
ing, local government, pro
fessions concerned with the 
environment, and academia. 

The Authority also has 
representatives from 
CALM who are ex-officio 
members. This enables the 
NPNCA to give what Nor
man ·calls 'integrated' ad
vice to the Minister. 

"The NPNCA has done 
this very successfully but 

despite its hard work and 
achievements it's not well 
known to the public," he 
said. 

"Why? Under the CALM 
Act, the Authority ' s princi
pal function is to advise the 
Minister, and this advice has 
to have some degree of con
fidentiality until the Gov
ernment makes up its mind. 

"The Authority doesn't 
comment to the public or 
press until it gets permis
sion from the Minister to 
do so." 

The media ' s surprised 
response to the Authority 's 
existence whe11 it com
mented about Mt Lesueur 
emphasised this problem, he 
said, and the Authority and 
the Minister had since dis
cussed the matter again. 

It was decided to increase 
knowledge of the NPNCA, 
firstly throughout CALM, 
and then in the wider public 
arena. 

A pamphlet on the Au
thority, its role , and details 
about its member represen
tation is presently being 
prepared and will soon be 
distributed to all CALM 
staff. 

So just what is the 
NPNCA? What does it do? 

TheNPNCAownsWA's 
conservation estate - all 15 
million hectares of it - on 
behalf of the community. 

CALM manages this es
tate, also on behalf of the 
community. 

In its first five years, the 
Authority has concentrated 
on the production of man
agement plans for the es
tate - the State's national 
parks and nature reserves. 

Under the CALM Act, 
the NPNCA has to produce 
management plans for ap
proval by the Minister, del
egating the actual work of 
preparing the plans to 
CALM ' s Planning Branch, 
and acting as a supervisor 
while the work is carried 
out. 

The Authority likes to see 
plans at least four times be
fore they go out for public 
comment, Norman said. 

Now that many of the 
major parks and reserves 
have management plans fi
nalised for them, or are un
der way, the Authority will 
concentrate on its other roles 
- monitoring how these ar
eas are managed by CALM 
(how indiv idual manage
ment plans are implemented) 
and acting as an intennedi
ary between the Department 
and the community. 

"The Authority can help 
build close cooperation be
tween the volunteer conser
vation movement and 
CALM," Norman said. 

" It believes that it is im
portant for all government 

departments to have a close 
relationship with their con
stituencies, which in this 
case compri'ses volunteer 
conservation groups. 

'The Authority holds the 
land," he said . "We have 
responsibility for oversee
ing the production of man
agement plans and then 
monitoring their implemen
tation - this will be our main 
activity in the future. 

"Very importantly, it is 
the bridge between the com
munity and CALM. 

"But we have to be 
known better to achieve 
this." 

Whale of a 
tale unfolds 
Extract from a Memo sent to 
Andrew Burbidge by For
est Ranger Darren Graham 
dated 20 July 1990 

As a forest ranger in the 
Wheatbelt Region with a 
keen interest in wildlife 
management, I was some
what surprised (while read
ing the "Declared Endan
gered Animals and Specially 
Protected Fauna" listing, 3 
July 1990) to note that the 
southern right whale 
Eubalaena australis is con
sidered endangered in this 

region. 

I understand that quite 
extensive summer rains have 
produced large bodies of 
water in the region, but I do 
not perceive these as suit
able habitats for the species. 

Would it be possible to 
obtain records of the loca
tions of sightings, as I feel 
there may be a strong cor
relation between these 
sightings and the location of 
"Cultivated Introduced 
Flora" on Nature Reserves. 

Focus on fire research 
byLACHLAN 
McCAW 

Research into fire man
agement in pine plantations 
was the subject of a recent 
workshop held at Victor 
Harbour in South Australia. 
The workshop was organ
ised by Research Working 
Group 6 which is made up 
of fire researchers from each 
of the state forestry agencies 
in Australia and CSIRO. 

CALM was represented 
at the workshop by Lachlan 

McCaw from the fire re
search section at the 
Manjimup Research Centre. 

Topics reviewed during 
the one-day session included 
wind profiles in and around 
pine plantations, current 
status of fuel reduction 
burning techniques, specifi
cations for protection buffer 
strips, and the relative im
portance of fuel load and 
structure in determining fire 
behaviour. 

Marty Alexander, a vis
iting fire researcher from 
Forestry Canada, presented 

a paper outlining the Cana
dian experience with crown 
fire in pine forests and dis
cussed the relevance of this 
to the Australian situation. 
A number of CALM staff 
met him during a visit to 
WA earlier this year. 

the group were forwarded 
for consideration by a com
mittee of the Directors of 
Research from each forestry 
agency. 

Bin there, 
seen that? 

Foresters and field offic
ers are asked to keep an eye 
out for green bins with white 
lettering that may have been 
dumped in State forests or 
nature reserves. 

Once any "bugs" in the 
system have been ironed out, 
usage will be extended to all 
cost centres wishing to take 
advantage of the system. 

It is anticipated that the 
use of credit cards will re
duce paperwork involved in 
paying accounts as well as 
the number processed. An
other advantage will be the 
virtual elimination of the 
time-wasting phone calls 
from suppliers screaming 
"Where 's my money!!". 

CALM volunteers needed---

Several important gaps 
in the current knowledge of 
pine plantation fires were 
highlighted during discus
sions, including: behaviour 
of surface fires at higher 
levels of fire danger, initia
tion of crown fires and the 
influence of stand charac
teristics and silvicultural 
treatment on this, and the 
effectiveness of fuel-modi
fied buffer strips in I i m i t -
ing the spread and intensity 
of wildfires. 

Perth company BFI 
Waste Systems have had 
several 10 foot by four foot 
bins removed from its 
Kewdale property, and sus
pect they may now be lying 
in remote bushland or dis
used tracks somewhere, and 
may have been painted a 
different colour. 

As with any new system, 

Wanted- volunteers to 
spend a weekend in the 
Goldfields on a 
picturesque, historically 
interesting reserve north
east of Coolgardie. 

Goldfie lds Region 
staff need help to clean up 
Wallaroo Rocks Reserve, 
a water rese rve with 

several historic dams from 
the woodline era, about five 
hours drive from Perth. 

The Shire of Coolgardie 
has asked CALM to take 
over management of the 
reserve, which has degraded 
over the past 90 years. 

The first task is to clean 
away decades of litter and 

repair and restore some of 
the . reserve' s historical 
features, which include a 
superb network of stone 
walls built to collect 
rainwater for steam 
locomotives. 

Goldfields staff have 
organised a "busy bee" at the 
reserve on November 3-4. A 

campsite will be set up and 
equipment provided to 
assist in the clean-up. 

A barbecue will be 
held on the Saturday 
evening. If you would like 
to be involved please 
contact Lee Anne at the 
Kalgoorlie office on (090) 
212677. 

A postgraduate study 
program currently being 
undertaken by Marty Alex
ander will address the ques
tion of crown fire initiation 
using both theoretical and 
practical approaches. 
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If you have seen or heard 
of these bins, please contact 
Scott Ehrlich on (09) 458 


