
Marine Parks 
Manageinent 

Mar01ion 
by Anthony 

Sutton 
How will CALM achieve a 
balance between conserva
tion, recreation and com
mercial operations in WA 's 
busiest marine park? 

A possible solution is 
outlined in the Marmion 
Marine Park Draft Manage
ment Plan released recently 
by Minister for the Environ
ment, Bob Pearce. 

Mr Pearce was given a 
tour of the marine park by 
CALM staff which included 
viewing a pod of eight 
humpback whales and a dive 
on the reef surrounding Lit
tle Island. 

The draft plan suggests 
the park be divided into three 
zones: a general use zone, 
providing for commercial 
and recreation uses consist
ent with conservation of nat
ural resources (for example 
commercial and recreation-

al fishing); a recreation zone, 
providing for recreation ac
tivities that are consistent 
with the conservation of 
natural resources, ( for ex
ample, Boyinaboat dive 
trail); and a sanctuary zone, 
providing protection of the 
park's environment by set
ting aside areas that are free 
from fishing. 

The launch of the man
agement plan was held at 
Hillarys Boat Harbour, and 
attended by about 50 people 
who were either directly in
volved in the preparation of 
the plan or had ties with the 
marine park. 

In launching the plan, Mr 
Pearce paid tribute to the 
Friends of Marmion Marine 
Park, a volunteer organisa
tion, which provides the 
public with important infor
mation about the park's re
sources and activities. 

He said volunteers were 
an essential part of the over
all management of the park. 

Fire Management 
CALM leads Australia in 
fire management. There 
are many reasons for this, 
the organisational skills 
are described by Tanyia 
Maxted; while Roger 
Hearn describes the work 
of people, like those in the 
"Wanneroo Gangs" who 
keep fires under control. 

When wildfires occur, 
CALM mounts a large fire 
organisation, similar to a 
military organisation, with 
36 fire crews - 250 firefight
ers - fully trained to deal 
with wildfires . . Crews are 
trained each year in fire be
haviour, first aid and surviv
al. 

In large wildfires, or fires 
which overstretch CALM 
boundaries, CALM works 
side by side with the Bush 
Fires Board, WA Fire Bri
gade, State Emergency 
Service, police and local 
brigades. 

During summer months 
CALM uses nine aircraft full 
time to look for wildfires. 
These aircraft cover the for
es ts and farms between 

. Walpole and Mundaring. 

The Department also has 
five fully maintained fire 
towers - three situated north 
of Perth in the pine forest 
and two in the South-West. 

To prevent an "Ash 
Wednesday" type offire, and 
to make firefighting easier, 
CALM bums areas of bush 
to reduce the amount of 
'fuel' (dry material which 
builds up on the forest floor) 
which feeds a·wildfire. 

Each year CALM pre
scribe-bums about 300,000 
ha forest, woodland, heath 
or grassland. This year 
CALM aims to bum 250,000 
hectares. 

Prescribed burning has 
ecological and regeneration 
purposes. 

Fire has been part of our 
environment for thousands 
of years and flora show 
physically adaptive traits to 
it - dropping seed, sending 
up new shoots, or, like the 
black boy, adding to its 

charred scaly trunk. 
Some wildlife require a 

specific fire regime - for 
example, prescribed burn
ing encourages the regener
ation of thickets for the tam
mar wallaby. 

CALM, CSIRO and the 
universities study fire be
haviour in Western Austral
ia, and CALM has scientists 
researching fire in the Stir
ling Ranges and the Gibson 
Desert. 

Wanneroo Fire 
Gangs 

The 1990-199 l fire sea
son began early in Wan
neroo. 

By November 11th, 
W anneroo crews had already 
attended 13 fires in the dis
trict, including two major 
fires - I 000 ha in Moore 
River National Park and 
3000 ha ofVCL in Gnanga
ra. 

It was a busy time for 
overseers, Don Harrison, 
Graham Coleman, Ted 
Haddrill, Neil Osman, Roy 
Boyer and their crews. Sta
tistically, the 1989-1990 fire 
season was not remarkable 
for Wanneroo. The 63 fires 
in the area were considera
bly fewer than the 80 fires of 
the previous year. The total 
fire area was also lower. 

What made the last fire 
season memorable in Wan
neroo was the performance 
of the fire crews. At no time 
were they more in demand, 
or more extraordinary, than 
when they fought the Wan
neroo Plantation fire on the 
12th of January 1990. The 
fire was travelling at more 
than 1000 metres per hour, 
yet the crews managed to 
hold the fire to only 130 ha. 

No district wants to think 
of such a fire occurring 
again. But even with fewer 
crew members, the Wan
neroo district staff believe 
CALM and the community 
can rely on the experience, 
the commitment and the 
expertise of their crews to 
limit fire again this summer. 

Shoalwater 
by Kate Orr 
The Shoal water Islands draft 
management plan, for islands 
off the Rockingham coast, 
was released by Minister for 
the Environment, Bob 
Pearce, in November at 
Penguin Island. 

The event was attended 
by members of the National 
Parks and Nature Conserva
tion Authority (NPNCA), the . 
Shoalwater Islands Adviso
ry Committee, Penguin Is
land Volunteers and CALM 
staff. 

The islands have signifi
cant conservation value. 
Forty-eight species of birds 
use the islands for nesting, 
feeding and roosting. These 
include migratory species 
that are protected by inter
national treaties. 

Penguin Island supports 
the largest breeding popula
tion of little penguins on the 
west coast of Australia. Seal 
Island is home to the Aus
tralian sea lion, a species in 
need of special protection. 

Penguin Island, covering 
12.5 ha, is the largest in the 
chain. It's a popular visitor 
destination, and providing a 
variety of recreation activi
ties. 

This range ofissues, from 
conservation to recreation, 
were important considera
tions in drawing up a draft 
plan. Kate Orr from Plan
ning and Greg Pobar and 
Drew Haswell from Metro
politan Region prepared the 
plan with assistance from the 
Shore Island Advisory 
Committee, whose local 
knowledge was invaluable. 

The plan proposes to ex
clude access in special con
servation areas, zoned over 
parts of Penguin and other 
islands. On Penguin Island 

there will be clearly marked 
signs leading to areas such 
as beaches, the picnic area 
and walk trails zoned for 
recreation. 

The public will be able 
to view sea lions from boats 
and visit restricted islands 
with guided tours. 

Measures to protect con
servation values include 
- rehabilitation of degraded 
areas, removal of exotics 
and control of weeds, pests 
and fire; replacement of 
buildings on Penguin Island 
by an interpretation/man
agement facility (with tem
porary ac.commodation for 
researchers and CALM 
staff) and a toilet/storage 
facility; likely provision of 
boardwalks across the pen
guin habitat and a facility 
for viewing penguins. 

Consideration will also 
be given to a mobile re
freshment facility as a com
mercial operation. · 

There is concern over the 
safety of visitors crossing to 
Penguin Island by the sand
bar. Safe access will be 
facilitated and possible 
dangers highlighted. 

The temporary interpre
tation facility is a base for 
more than 40 volunteers 
who provide a regular in
formation service and con
duct some guided tours. 

Promoting v1s1tor 
awareness, appreciation and 
understanding of the is
lands' natural resources will 
be an important component 
of management. 

The draft plan is availa
bleforpublic comment (this 
includes comment from 
CALM staff) until January 
11. Please contact Kate Orr 
with any queries on 364 
0777. Have your say in the 
management of the Shoal
water Islands. 

Greater security 
for forests 
Providing security for both 
the forest conservation estate 
and for the timber resource 
for forest industries is the 
key to reducing community 
conflict over the nations' 
forests. 

Speaking at the All Aus
tralian Timber Congress in 
Perth, CALM Executive di
rector, Syd Shea said that 
this security would remove 
much of the distrust which 
lay behind the conflict and 
would also generate massive 
investment in the timber in
dustry. The strategy provid
ed by the WA Government's· 
Timber Strategy had stimu
lated $200 million invest
ment in the forest industry. 

According to Syd Shea, 
this investment would in
crease wood yields and the 
value of wood products from 
the forest. This would be 
done by using logs that cur
rently were burnt or used for 
low-value products and not 
by cutting down more trees. 

"Providing this security 
would also improve the for
est conservation and recrea
tion values by permitting 
more sensitive and sophisti
cated forest management 
practices. It was essential to 
achieve the security required 

by complementary Federal 
and State legislation" Dr 
Shea said. 

He added that there was 
a need for a focussed Feder -
al Government forestry role 
and suggested that the na~ 
tion needed Federal forest
ry legislation. In addition to 
providing security, through 
bilateral agreements with 
the States, this would estab
lish a National Forestry 
Authority. This Authority 
would coordinate and 
monitor the implementation 
of a National Forest Strate
gy; establish national 
standards to protect and 
enhance all forest values; 
establish and maintain a 
national forests data bank. 

According to Dr Shea, it 
seems likely that Australian 
forests could be managed 
on a sustainable basis while 
at the same time generate 
massive increases in em
ployment and wealth. 

"In Western Australia 
alone, the native forests and 
new plantations established 
on cleared agricultural land 
could generate one billion 
dollars by the tum of the 
century." 

He said these economic 
benefits would result in a 
benefit to the environment. 

Jan Gathe examines Darwinia carnea 

Rare plants 
rediscovered 
by Sue Patrick 
CALM' s publication 
Western Australia's En
dangered Flora continues 
to aid the discovery of rare 
species. 

The presumed extinct 
species Sowerbea multi
caulis had only been col
lected three times since the 
end of last century and, 
despite several searches, 
had not been recorded 
since 1964. 

It has now been redis
covered and photographed 
by Mary Hancock and 

Kevin Coate early in No
vember this year. It is grow
ing along a road verge much 
further north than most of 
the earlier collections. 

Mary was able to identi
fy the species from a draw
ing in the book and subse
quent reference to specimens 
at the WA Herbarium. 

Equally exciting is the 
rediscovery of a population 
of Da,winia carnea from the 
Mogumber-New Norcia 
area. This was found by Ted 
Griffin, · a consultant bota
nist well known to many 
CALM staff. 

Until this recent redis-

co very, it was on! y known 
from one population 
much further south near 
Narrogin. 

CALM contract bota
nist Janette Gathe has 
been searching the Mo
gumber and Narrogin ar
eas for more populations 
of the species. 

In September Ted also 
found another presumed 
extinct species, Choriie
ma varium. This was 
originally recorded from 
the Fremantle area last 
century, and was redis
covered on coastal lime
stone further to the north. 

Guns and trees in Phillipines 
by Melissa 

Turner 
Toting a gun and being 
constantly watched by 
soldiers might sound like 
something out of a James 
Bond movie, but it was just 
part of life for CALM forest 
officer Alan Hordacre when 
he visited the Philippines 
recently. 

Another shocking 
discovery Alan made on his 
six-week trip to the country 
was that about 95 per cent of 
the native forest had been 
destroyed. 

Alan left for the 
Philippines in April as a 
member of Rotary 
International' s group study 
exchange. 

As an ambassador for 
Australia, he spoke to 
Filipinos about his job, life 
and family, and in return 
gained an insight into the 
lifestyle in the Philippines. 

"The most frequent 
question I was asked by 
Filipinos was: 'Why can't 
we emigrate to Australia?' 
said Alan." 

Staying with wealthy 
Rotary members on the 
Southern island of 
Mindanao, Alan and his 
colleagues were able to 
compare the privileged 
lifestyle of the rich Filipinos, 
who make up only one per 
cent of the population, with 
the squalid existence of the 
others. 

"The Philippines is 
densely populated, with a 

population of 65 million. 
The average Filipino earns 
250 US dollars a year, so 
their standard of living is 
not high," Alan explained. 

Arriving in Manila not 
long after an armed attack 
by the New People's Army 
and the Muslim Liberation 
Front on the Corazon 
Aquino government, Alan 
was able to experience, first
hand, the conflict we can 
only read about. 

"As we drove down a 
street of Manila where the 
conflict occurred we could 
see bullet-holes in the walls 
of buildings," Alan said. 

"I meta man who lives in 
the street who said it was 
mainly civilians caught in 
the cross-fire who got shot, 
and those who were picking 
up bullet shells." 

Although Alan and his 
group never feared for their 
safety, the constant presence 
of firearms was unnerving. 

"Everyonehadagun: all 
military personnel carried 
guns, most civilians either 
had a gun at home or carried 
a gun on their body, or had 
one in the car", he said. 

"Guards openly carried 
guns in the streets, and 
patrolled supermarkets and 
take-away places to deter · 
thieves." 

Meanwhile poverty, 
desperation and lack of 
government controls over 
logging in forests have 
resulted in serious land 
deprivation. 

"AttheendofWorldWar 
II, 90 per cent of the 

Philippines was tropical 
rainforest," said Alan. 

"Illegal logging by armed 
bandits has left very few 
areas of forest. Almost every 
inch of the country has been 
turned, leaving only five per 
cent of Filipino native forest 
untouched." 

Alan said even the 
national parks have been 
stripped of vegetation by 
squatter farmers who log the 
land. 

"If the extensive logging 
over a period of 50 years had 
not occurred after the last 
war, the Philippines would 
be a tropical paradise today," 
he said. 

Alan visited a populated 
area in the Philippines called 
Smoky Mountain. He said 
the people are quite happy 
to live at the base of the 
mountain despite the fact 
that it is a mountainous pile 
of rubbish which smoulders 
and produces acrid smoke. 

In comparison, a visit to 
President Marcos's palace 
depicted life at the other end 
of the scale. 

"Marcos' s palace is 
bigger than Buckingham 
Palace! The current 
president, Cory Aquino, 
refuses to live there so now 
it is open to the public," said 
Alan. 

After his stay in the 
Philippines, Alan spent 
another six months 
travelling through the United 
States of America before 
returning to Collie. 

Reprinted courtesy of the 
Collie Mail 


