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I 0, this being the pattern for 
the whole distance. One 
vivid memory of this day 
was that a mob of cattle 
started to congregate on ei
ther side of us. They re
minded me of the young 
bulls of Pamplona, with 
stomping hooves and toss
ing heads - complete with 
horns! On open ground, with 
no protection, it crossed my 
mind that we'd walked all 
this way just to be trampled 
into the dust! However, 
Doug (our retired farmer) 
waved his hat, shouted, and 
off they ran, from then on 
keeping their distance. 

Eight adventurous walkers - June Ellis is seated on right 
- photo June Ellis. 

Eventually it was dawn 
of Day seven. We had 
walked overnight, sleeping 
for one hour before dawn. 
Facing the final section, 
comprising estuaries, mud
flats and mangroves, ourone 
and only hiccup was about 
to occur. 

bJ June Ellis 

Although it's not widely 
known, CALM offers basic 
and advanced outback safe
ty and bushcraft courses. 
These courses are conduct
ed by outdoor educational
ist, Bob Cooper. 

After obtaining the basic 
survival certificate, the un
wary can then choose to join 
more advanced courses run 
by Bob each year. 

It was with enormous 
apprehension that I recently 
joined a group of seven other 
'adventurers' making the 
long haul north by road to 
Millstream-Chichester Na
tional Park to undertake the 
Pilbara trek. 

After two days travelling, 
we arrived at Millstream, 
marvelling at its unique, 
fresh -water springs and oa
sis-like palm groves. After 
a refreshing swim at Deep 
Reach, we were ready to start 

:Walk'. 
Jescribed in the list of 

courses as 'an arduous eight
day survival walk' it is, in 
fact, 160 km through 
Chichester Range to the 
coast - without supplies or 
any home comforts! 

From close to Mill 
stream, and led by Bob 
Cooper, we set off over low 
spinifex hills to walk the 15 
km into Chichester .Range . 
We were allowed to carry 
only water, Bob's famous 

survival kit and small sup
plies of tea bags and oxo 
cubes (in my case, vegie 
cubes). This section was hot 
and fast, but we took time to 
pick and sample 'bush co
conuts', and collected a few 
to take with us. The first 
thing I learned about myself 
was that I dehydrate quick
ly; however, an overnight 
camp by rock pools in a 
magnificent gorge soon re
vived me. 

The next day was spent 
walking through the gorge, 
picking our way over the 
boulder-strewn, dry river
bed, negotiating picturesque 
rock pools with crystal-clear 
water, and disturbing the 
occasional shy kangaroo. 
An extended mid-day break 
at a large pool was much 
appreciated and several of 
our group spent time fishing 
for catfish. 

From my diary, I read 
that "Day three was hot by 8 
am, breakfast was tea and 
onion soup, and I washed 
my clothes and swam." This 
was the day we left the pro
tection of the gorge and rock 
pools, turning onto the open 
spinifex plains. 

My memories of the four 
days it took to cross the 
plains to the coast are a haze 
of long hours walking, both 
day and night (to avoid the 
heat), of becoming dehy
drated several times, and of 
the starkness of the land
scape. Day three was also 

Stephen van Leeuwen of CALM accepting 
the CRA's Rudall River herbarium 

collection from Bruce Harvey (right). 

CRA Donations 
Four hundred plant speci
mens were recently donat
ed to the Pilbara Region's 
herbarium by CRA Explo
ration. 

The specimens had been 
collected from the Rudall 
River area and form the 
basis for the first flora list 
of the national park. 

CALM officer- in -
charge of the herbarium, 
Stephen van Leeuwen. 

Stephen said that it in
cluded species which had 
not previously been col
lected within the State, as 
well as numerous speci
mens which appeared to be 
poorly known or new to 
science. The herbarium is 
located on the campus of 
Karratha College, and is 
jointly operated by 
CALM's Research Divi-

sion and the Pilbara Re
gion Operations Division, 
in conjunction with 
Karratha College. 

CRA principal geolo
gist Bruce Harvey said the 
plant collection was an 
integral part of the com
pany's environmental re
search and monitoring 
program. 

Mr Harvey thanked 
CALM's research staff, 
especially Bruce Maslin 
and Paul Wilson from the 
WA Herbarium, for their 
assistance in identifying 
some of the specimens. 

The handing-over cer
emony was held at the Pil
bara Region's herbarium 
and was attended by staff 
from CALM, the Mines 
Department, Karratha 
College and the media. 

the last entry in my diary, as 
from then on all my energy 
was channelled into keeping 
up, walking, drinking and 
sleeping. 

Once we were safely 
clear of the Chichester 
Range, Bob Cooper left the 
group. From here on, he 
appeared when least expect
ed, checked that all was well, 
then disappeared again. 

The route taken was from 
stock well to stock well, each 
of us carrying sufficient 
water (approximately four 
litres) to retrace our steps 
should a pump not be 
working or a tank be empty. 
Thanks to the expert navi
gational skills of Ollie and 
John we arrived safely at 
each waterhole, and even
tually reached the banks of a 
large river at 7:30 am on 
Day five. 

Here there were magnif
icent ancient river gums -
gnarled, twisted and huge. 
A pair of swans glided ef
fortlessly, one softly calling 
the other; truly a magic 
moment! We took time to 
replenish water supplies, 
gather hatfuls of mussels 

• from the water's edge and 
enjoy the tranquillity of our 
surroundings. Onward once 
again along a rocky, mostly 
dry riverbed to our next ex
tended break - a pool called 
Wandawakarena! 

Day six: spinifex again, 
hot and arid. We walked for 
40 minutes and rested for 

We had mistaken the es
tuary that would set our 
course to the coast. For four 
hours we crossed and re
crossed wide tidal water
ways, knee-deep in mud and 
water, the cool dawn soon a 
hot mid-morning. At last 
our navigators, in their wis
dom, set us on the right 
course and we made our 
weary way to the coast. 

Had we really finished? 
Could we actually stop 
walking? Bob and support 
crew member Carolyn were 
waiting at the beach, tape 
stretched across our path and 
an 'esky' of cool drinks on 
hand - another magic mo
ment. 

Hot showers awaited us 
at a shearers' quarters, then 
tea and scones at one station 
and a barbecue at another 
( our first meal in seven days). 
Great hospitality was shown 
to the group, although eve
ryone declared us all mad! 
We stayed at Whim Creek 
Hotel, then had breakfast at 
Curlewis Camp. We saw 
Aboriginal rock paintings 
and magnificent roadside 
flora as we made our way 
south. A great wind-down 
to an incredible experience. 

There is talk that the next 
walk will be in crocodile 
country - well now .. . 

Premier's speech cont. 
is absolutely essential, than 
to lock up our own forests 
while plundering the forests 
of developing countries, 
particularly those with rain
forests . 

In closing, I would like 
to assure the local industry, 
and its employees, that we 
are deeply concerned at your 
present plight. There are no 
quick fixes to the economic 
downturn we are experienc
ing, but the State Govern
ment is committed to en
suring that the predicted 
economic turn-around is 
brought on as early as pos
sible, and the Minister re
sponsible for Conservation 
and Land Management has 
briefly put a number of op
tions to Cabinet to assist the 
industry, and they will be 

considered further in the 
ensuing weeks. 

Once that turn-around 
occurs, as I believe it will, 
you will again reap the ben
efits of the system now in 
place, and I commend you 
on the excellent work that 
has been done by all the 
players, in this all -important 
area, to achieve sustainable 
development by the depart
ments, by Government, by 
Conservation Groups and 
Industry. I know that has 
been the theme of your dis
cussion in the last couple of 
days and I understand that 
you have achieved good 
debate and good consensus 
on a range of matters that 
otherwise might be the sub
ject of some fair! y unhelpful 
confrontation. 

Death investigated 
A post-mortem showed that 
a sea lion found on the South 
Coast recently died from se
vere blood loss caused by a 
gunshot wound. 

CALM Wildlife officers 
removed the body of the 
adult male sea lion from 
Oyster Harbour at Albany 
and placed it in cold storage 
over the weekend. 

Sea lions are protected 
under the Wildlife Conser
vation Act and it is illegal to 
harm them. 

There is a maximum 
penalty of$ 10,000 for kill
ing this species. 

Wildlife officers in the 
Albany District are now in
vestigating the matter fur
ther. 

The Australian sea lion 
'is a protected species and 
recent surveys indicate that 
there are only 900 on WA' s 
western coast and 2,200 
animals on the · southern 
coast. 

by Sue Patrick 
In October, a group of 
CALM officers met at the 
Kelmscott Regional Office 
for a two-day plant identi
fication course. 

This was a pilot course 
organised by regional 
ecologist Sue Moore, and 
run by Sue Patrick, a re
search scientist at the Her
barium, with assistance 
from Ray Cranfield, Her
barium senior technician, 
as part of the flora infor
mation program. 

Fifteen staff, from 
Kelmscott, Mundaring, 
Jarrahdale, Wanneroo and 
Dwellingup offices, and 
from Serpentine, John 
Forrest and Yanchep Na
tional Parks, took part in 
the course. 

There were three main 
aims to the course. They 
were to provide staff of the 
region with training which 
would aid them in the 
identification of the De
clared Threatened Flora; 
to help compile and main
tain local field herbaria; 
and to enable them to an-

swer general public enquir
ies. 

For some participants, it 
was a refresher course in 
skills and knowledge gained 
during earlier training, while 
for others it was an initiation 
into the complexities of 
flower structure and botani
cal terms. At times, the large 
table in the meeting room 
was almost submerged un
der heaps of dismembered 
plants, which had been pro
vided for study and dissec
tion, mainly from the gar
dens at the Herbarium. 

Training was given in the 
use of identification keys. 
Plants were tracked down to 
genus and sometimes spe
cies level, so that difficul
ties in the use of such keys 
could be explained and 
overcome. In some cases, 
however, it became obvious 
that the plants themselves 
had not read the rules! 

Other topics covered 
during the two days includ
ed the collection of speci
mens, sources of botanical 
information, and nomencla
ture and pronunciation. The 
group looked in particular 
detail at the three plant fam-

ilies most prominent in 
Western Australia: Pro
teaceae, Myrtaceae and 
Leguminosae. 

Complete plant identi
fication cannot be taught 
in such a short time, but 
those who took part gained 
confidence in tackling the 
identification of their own 
specimens, and learned 
how to avoid some of the 
pitfalls that tend to dis
courage new users of iden
tification keys . For those 
interested in more infor
mation about plant identi
fication , Les Robson will 
be providing training on 
the declared and priority 
species in the Northern 
Forest Region. Other aids 
to plant identification in
clude recent CALM pub
lications such as Western 
Australia's Endangered 
Flora and the Wildlife 
Management Plan No 5. 

The community refer
ence herbarium at the WA 
Herbarium can also be a 
very useful resource, be
coming more so as new 
species are added to sup
plement the original 5,500 
specimens. 

Environmental 
tourism study 
by Ross Dowling 
Environmental 
Science, Mur
doch University 

The relationship between 
tourism and the environment 
in the Gascoyne Region is 
the focus of a three-year 
study by Environmental 
Science researchers at Mur
doch University. 

Funded by CALM and 
the WA Tourism Commis
sion (W ATC), researchers 
aim to establish a regional 
planning framework to fos
ter environmentally com
patible tourism in the area. 

The study's focus - the 
Gascoyne Region - includes 
the shires of Shark Bay, . 
Carnarvon and Exmouth . 
Tourism is taking off in all 
these places, with many new 
accommodation develop
ments and activities. 

New accommodation 
developments include the 
Monkey Mia Dolphin Re
sort, Nanga Bay motel com
plex, and the upgrade of the 
Potshot Hotel to a resort. 

Innovative activities in
clude glass-bottom boat trips 
to the floating pearl farm at 
Monkey Mia, feral goat 
hunting safaris in outback 
Carnarvon, and coral 
spawning and whale watch
ing tours in Exmouth Gulf. 

According to researcher 
Ross Dowling, the study will 
determine highly valued en
vironmental aspects of the 
area, survey resident and 
tourist opinion, and develop 
a plan for the region which 
promotes tourism develop
ment while maintaining en
vironmental quality. 

Research to date has 
concentrated on opinion
gathering. Ross said that re
sulting information will be 

invaluable to both CALM 
and the W ATC in coordi
nating future tourism devel
opments and activities. 

So far this year 284 resi
dents and 252 tourists have 
been surveyed by face-to
face interview using a six
page questionnaire. 

Ross said that both resi
dents and tourists recognised 
and appreciated the Gas
coyne Region's unique nat
ural features. They strongly 
advocated the need for 
greater protection of the en
vironment, he said, and sug
gested that it could be 
achieved through greateron
site management, interpre
tation and education. 

There was also support 
for establishing more pro
tected areas such as the re
cently announced Shark Bay 
National Park (Peron Penin
sula), Marine Park, and Na
ture Reserve (Hamelin 
Pool). 

Adverse environmental 
impacts which were of con
cern related to litter, over
fishing and fishing of un
dersized fish, 4WD, indis
criminate camping, and pol
lution from motorboats and 
the Carnarvon hovercraft. 

Residents strongly sup
ported tourism and pointed 
to both positive social and 
economic benefits, Ross 
said. Both residents and 
tourists submitted that tour
ism was the most environ
mentally compatible com
mercial activity ahead of 
pastoralism, commercial 
fishing and mining. They 
strongly advocated the inte
gration of regional tourism 
development with conser
vation and land manage
ment. 

This sustainable devel
opment approach favours 
low-key tourist develop
ments concentrated in exist-

ing urban areas. Large-scale 
developments were not en
dorsed, but there was mod
erate support for marinas (by 
residents) and resorts (by 
tourists). 

Ross said that preferred 
areas for development were 
the existing ones of Den
ham, Nanga Bay, Carnar
von, Exmouth and Coral 
Bay. There was ambivalence 
about Monkey Mia, the 
Blowholes and Yardie 
Creek, all of which attract 
support for both environ
mental protection as well as 
tourism development. 

A variety of environ
mentally compatible tourist 
activities were suggested, 
including photographic 
tours, fishing, diving, wind
surfing and camping. Other 
activities supported to a 
lesser extent included cy
cling, canoeing, yachting, 
wildlife tours and the estab
lishment of heritage trails. 

Four wheel drive vehicle 
activities or hire were not 
supported. 

In 1984 about 10,000 
people visited Shark Bay. 
Last year it attracted 150,000 
tourists, of whom 115,000 
visited the dolphins at Mon
key Mia. 

Most tourists within the 
Gascoyne region are West
ern Australians on holiday . 

Ross said that while 
many people felt this attrac
tion had reached its social 
and environmental carrying 
capacity, many otheroppor
tunities abounded in the re
gion for tourism possibili
ties. 

Any new venture, he said, 
would need to take into ac
count that environmentally 
compatible tourism devel
opments and activities are 
not only preferred, but ex
pected in future. 


