
On the rocks 

Don Merton with juvenile female black robin. Photo by Rob Chappell 

Scrub-bird revisited 
ENDANGERED species 
expert Don Merton, from 
the New Zealand 
Department of 
Conservation, recently 
revisited a project he had 
first become involved with 
in Western Australia eight 
years ago - the noisy scrub
bird translocation. 

Don addressed a con
servation workshop on the 
program in May for CALM 
'T!anagement, staff and 

eople outside the Depa11-
ment involved in the spe
cies recovery. 

Convened by Director 
of Research Andrew Bur
bidge and Two Peoples Bay 
Reserve Management Of
ficer Alan Danks, the work
shop looked at the current 
status of the scrub-bird, fire 
management for the spe
cies, its translocation, the 
use of volunteers and ra
dio-tracking. 
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said. 

"This is especially im
portant since the noisy 
scrub-bird is not only of 
significance at the State 
level - its plight is of con
cern both nationally and 
internationally, and your 
management of it is being 
followed with interest by a 
global audience. 

"The techniques you are 
refining and applying, and 
the successes being 
achieved are not only break
ing new ground and facili 
tating recovery in a unique 
life-fo1m, they are of cru
cial importance in inspir
ing and encouraging simi
lar action elsewhere." 

Don said that when he 
came across to work on the 
program in 1983, the first 
task was to devise means 
of catching and holding the 
birds before their translo
cation. 

"They are the most se
cretive, cryptic birds and a 
real challenge," he said . 

. "Some biologists 
thought it was impossible, 
but we found ways to catch 
these birds and the pro
gram became a resound-

ing success ." 
During his visit, Don 

looked at the parent popu
lation at Two Peoples Bay 
and helped solve some tech
nical problems CALM was 
having. 

He said that in New 
Zealand, about 47 per cent 
of the endemic land-bird 
species had been lost since 
human colonisation about 
I 000 years ago, and of 49 
species now surviving, 27 
(55 per cent) were threl"!-t
ened with extinction. 

He said that in spite of 
his Department's best ef
forts, the number of threat
ened animal and plant forms 
in NZ continued to grow, 
with more than 170 animal 
taxa and 250 plant taxa be
lieved to be threatened with 
extinction. 

Don's Threatened Spe
cies Unit has a total of six 
people working in it. 

As the public service 
there pulls in its belt, due 
to the poor financial times, 
Don 's Department has had 
its staff reduced from 1900 
to 1300 and its budget 
reduced from $NZl20 
million to $NZ90 million . 

The Department also has 
to generate 20 per cent of 
its own revenue. 

THE ability of granite 
· outcrop plant communi
ties to regenerate after 
fire is the subject of a 
study now in its fourth 
year. 

The location of the study 
is on Chiddarcooping Na
ture Reserve where a light
ning strike in 1987 caused 
extensive bushfires. 

The study to date has 
revealed that plants respond 
to fire in a variety of ways. 

Seeders are killed, and 
regenerate only by germi
nation of seed, whereas 
resprouters can regenerate 
by seed or by shoots sprout-

. ing from underground 
rootstocks or trunks. 

The Chiddarcooping 
study has established that 
an unusually high percent
age of seeders are found in 
the granite communities. 
Of the 79 perennial plant 
species investigated, 77 per 
cent were seeders. 

This compares with 34 
per cent seeders observed 
by Professor John Pate of 
the University of Western 
Australia in sandplain near 
Jurien. 

South coast heathlands 
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on Two Peoples Bay Na
ture Reserve may have as 
low as 8 per cent seeders 
(research by CALM's 
Angas Hopkins). 

The high proportion of 
seeders at Chiddarcooping 
suggests that cautious fire 
management is needed for 
Wheatbelt granite outcrop 
communities. 

Sufficient time needs to 
elapse between fires for an 
adequate seed bank to be 
developed in all seeder spe- · 
cies. 

Another interesting 
aspect of the study was the 

· recording of 29 species not 
previously known on Chid
darcooping Nature Reserve. 

These 29 represent a 22 
per cent increase in the 
number of granite commu
nity plants recorded previ
ously by consultant bota
nist Arthur Weston in a 
1983-85 survey of the Re
serve. 

Of the 29 new records, 
15 were annuals, five were 
perennial legumes, five 
were other perennial shrubs, 

First time 
fees for 
reserves 

CAMPING fees charged 
in national parks will be 
extended to CALM ad
ministered reserves. 

The first user-pays sys
tem will be introduced at 
Lane Poole Reserve, Dwel
lingup. CALM's Dwellin
gup District Manager Keith 
Low said that about a quar
ter of a million people visit 
Lane Po.ole Reserve each 
year and the number is in
creasing. 

"Most of the visitors 
have a healthy respect for 
the Reserve' s environment 
and behave responsibly," 
Keith said. 

"Nevertheless, with 
such a large number of 
people using the Reserve, 
and the odd occurrence of 
vandalism, there's increas-

ing wear and tear on facili
ties. 

"This means that money 
has to be found for neces
sary repair& and some 
upgrading to_be carried out. 

"Experience has also 
taught us that when we have 
to pay for something, we 
tend to feel a sense of 
ownership, no matter how 
temporary, and are there
fore more inclined to take 
care of it. 

"We're now hoping this 
is how all visitors will feel 
about Lane Poole Reserve." 

Fees from September I, 
199 I will be: per site/per 
night 1-2 persons - $5.00 
(each a.dditional adult -
$3.00; each additional 
school age child under 16 
years of age $1.00) . 

and three were short-lived 
fire opportunists. One of 
the latter, Gyrostemon 
subnudus, a fleshy and 
widely but intricately 
branched shrublet, domi
nated the early post-fire 
regeneration. It was dying 
out in 1990, three years 
after the fire. A new spe
cies of blue china orchid 
flowered profusely in late 
Spring 1988, but disap
peared thereafter. 

The study has confirmed 
the view that granite com
munities are rich and 
complex, with rapid 
changes of species over 
short distances . 

It is als_o addressing the 
regeneration of three mat
lee eucalypts confined to 

granite outcrops, £. cae
sia,E. crucisandE.petraea. 

A run of three good 
seasons after the fire has 
meant that some seedlings · 
of all three species still 
survive . 

It will be interesting to 
follow their survivorship 
over the years to come. 

Observations after fires 
on other rocks indicate that 
it will take several, possi
bly many decades for the 
Chiddarcooping comm uni-

. ties to attain their pre-fire 
condition. Long-term moni
toring of such regenera
tion is essential to under
stand and manage effec
tively, the episodic regen
eration of semi-arid mal
lee vegetation. 

'Scoping 
very well 

AN INCREASE of 1500 
subscribers over the next 
12 months is the target 
for a recently launched 
subscription drive for 
LANDSCOPE magazine. 

The campaign includes 
direct mail, assorted tar
geted promotional activi
ties and spot advertising in 
The West Australian"s 
Earth 2000 supplement. 

. Ac.ting Director of 
Corporate Relations Divi
sion, Ron Kawalilak, said 
that over the past year, the 
Division had been able to 
reduce production costs and 
to increase revenues to the 
point where the magazine 
was virtually self-sufficient. 

"A wider range of 
CALM staff than ever 
before is now contributing 
in some way to the success 
of the magazine and to 
ensuring that it is an inte
gral part of the Depart
ment's communications 
program," he said. 

"Many people in 
CALM have worked hard 
to improve the quality of 
LANDSCOPE and, as a 
result, the subscriber base 
has continued to grow stead
ily over the past 12 months. 

"This growth is an 
extraordinary achievement 
at a time when the reces
s ion has forced many 
magazines out of business 
because people are hav
ing, of necessity, to be
come more selective in how 
they spend their discretion
ary dollars. 

"With fixed production 
and marketing costs being 
met by the present sub
scriber-base, and with the 
magazine itself improving, 
it is an excellent time to 
push for a substantial in
crease in subscribers. 

"A 20 percent increase 
is achievable," he said. 

Current subscription and 
over-the-counter sales for 
LANDSCOPEaremorethan 
7500 per issue. 

"People tell us that they 
buy the magazine because 
it is WA' s premier conser
vation publication and 
because it satisfies a need 
in the community. 

"But we needn't stop 
with just satisfying our 
customers - our ultimate 
goal should be to delight 
them and to enlist their 
contributions to the work 
we do," Ron said. 

The operations coordi
nator for the NZ Depart -
ment's Threatened Species 
Unit,.Don Merton was sec
onded to WA for three 
months in 1983 to work on 
the program. This followed 
his now-famous work to 
save the Chatham Island 
black robin in NZ. When 
the recovery began there 
were only five individuals 
- today there are 130. 

A fo1mer Australian Na
tional Parks and Wildlife 
Service conservator on 
Christmas Island in the 
Indian Ocean, Don now 
leads the recovery program 
for the kakapo in NZ - a 
giant flightless parrot of 
which there are only about 
50 individuals left. 

Maps to point the way 

He described CALM's 
noisy scrub-bird recovery 
as one of the classic spe
cies rescues of our time, 
and congratulated the De
partment and all those in
volved. 

"Although you have a 
good few hurdles yet to 
negotiate, the program is 
already a classic text-book 
example of how recovery 
can be achieved in a criti
cally endangered bird," he 

Left to right: CALM General Manager Roger Underwood, DOLA Chief Executive Allan 
Skinner, and Frank Lilley, Manager of DOLA 's Cartographic Services. 
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THE official launch of the 
StreetSmart Blackwood 
Valley Touring Map took 
place on Tuesday 11 June 
at the offices of the De
partment of Land Admini
stration (DOLA), in Perth. 

The publication of this 
new map heralds the for
malisation of DOLA and 
CALM's working relation
ship and reflects a com
bined commitment to con
servation awareness. 

Its production also rep
resents close collaboration 
between Government and 
commu_nity-based tourist 
groups. 

DOLA's Chief Execu
tive, Allan Skinner, praised 
the level of professional-
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ism and commitment by 
both departments in for
malising a solid working 
relationship. 

"Although DOLA and 
CALM have · in the past 
acted as sister agencies 
pursuing similar interests, 
this is the first time the 
association has been for
mally recognised by man
agement," he said. 

"It is envisaged that 
DOLA and CALM will 
maintain this mood of pro
fessional cooperation, by 
continuing to work on 
similar projects." 

CALM's General Man-

ager, Roger Underwood, 
stressed the fact that the 
Blackwood Valley map is 
unique in that it highlights 
existing or proposed con
servation areas, forest es
tates and disease risk ar
eas. 

Prior to this publication, 
touring maps had only 
indicated official national 
parkland. 

"This is timely since 
CALM is working hard to 
promote a dieback public 
awareness program with 
Rotary clubs in the South 
West," he said. 

Work is already under 
. way to co-produce another 

touring map, this time of 
the Pilbara region. 


