At logg

THIS winter has seen a
number of baby logger-
head turtles wash up on
the beach between Hil-
larys and Bunbury.

Al least 30 have been
brought i o CALM by
pecple who found them on
the coast. They are proba-
bly around six months old.

The turtles are normally
only found in the warm
witters of the Morth Wes,
It is thought they were car-
ried south by the Lesuwin
current and washed ashore
in the receni siorms.

It is unusual for such a
large number o be found
0 far south, and it's proba-
bly the first time that such
a large raft of haichlings
has been seen in the Perth
areq since 1964,

CALM torile expert
Bob Prince said the turtles
were hatchlings bom last
summer at nesting sites
near Shark Bay and off the
MNorth West Cape.

“They would have
swumout tosea after hatch-
ing and have since drified
south inthe warm Leeuwin
current,” he said.

“The recenl series of
strong westerly fronis off
the WA coast has blown
the voung turtbes out of the
current and on 10 southem
beaches.™

Rehabilitating

The animals will be
cared for a Underwater
Waorld, until they can be
reiurmed o northern wa-
ters. Biologists at Under-
witler World have been as-
gisting in rehabilitating
stranded or injured marine
animals for the past few
YEurs.

“The turiles should ide-
ally be kept in a warm 22-
23 degree scawaler
seguarium, fed fsh and kept
until they are at least three
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yeurs old before being re-
lensed infa the wild,” Bob
said.

Although CALM has
been carrying oul a marine
turtle research program for
the past live seasons, study-
ing six species of twrile
found off the WA comst,
Bobk said nof much was
known about wesl coast
loggerheads.

Loggerheads grow (o a
shell length of 1.2 metres
and weigh 140 kilograms,
whereas the baby turtles
brought in 1o CALM have
a shell length ranging from
Gl 1o ®) mim.

“They, like other mi-
nne turthes, spend most of
their lives al sea, only com-
Ing o shore o nest when
they reach adulthood st
about 25 w 30 years of
age,” he said.

“The adulis range
widely. One turle mgged
and released al Exmouth
in February 1988 was

caught 15 months later in
the Northern Territory

Ol about 300 1o SO0
adull female loggerheads
are thought to nest in WA
each vear, each laving
about five or six clutches
of around 100 egps each.
The swrvival rate of
hatchlings is extremely
low,™

Bob said a recorded
decling in the loggerhead
turtle population on Aus-
tralia’s east coast had led
to further concern abowt
WA's population.

He asked the public o
repori findings of dead or
live specimens or sight-
ings of live turtles at sea fo
the Wildlife Research Cen-
tre, Woodvale on 405
5100, or to the local wild-
life officer,

He saud this informa-
tion would help CALM
understand the current sia-
s of WA's loggerhead
trile populations.
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