The secret life
of Yanchep Park

DURING the July school
holidays, children and
parents from Wanneroo
and surrounding areas
songht out the secrets of
Yanchep National Park.
The school holiday sc-
tivities, coordinated by
CALM ranger Geolf
Harmett, atiracted almost
250 chuldren and parents,
There were itwo
activilies: ‘hidden
animals®, which took the
participants in search of
aimals not osually seen
visitors o the park, and
“advenure caving’, which
explored the depths of one
of the park’s many wild
coves. Both activities were
sl oul over the sight-day

period.
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David Gough
Yanchep Park runger
Therese Jones {(or TJ, as
she prefers 1o be called)
mel a group of two dozen
children and parénts who
hmlplh:ml!{:rmu hidclen
animals powr,

Afier a shor @lk about
animal trapping and the
‘reles’ of animal observa-
1hon, they werne nken o the
northern lakeside fo search
fiow trape that bad been laid
the night before.

Children were split inlo
groups of three and taken,
group by group, o the spols
where the raps were leid,
MAs it had been a wet night,
thie swccess rate was high
amd more than halfl of the
traps hadl been sprung.

The children netrieved
the iraps one by one and
released the captured ani-
mals oo a viewing o,
50 they could identify the
animal anid have a clower
look. Afier & couple of
mimutes 1 was released
and, 1o the children's de-
light, scwrried back into
the undergrivwih,

By the end of the
activity the chibdren had
secd four native bush mis,
three house mice and &
brown rat

Cave visit

In the afternoon, an-
other pany donned hard
hags and eollected wrches
For their visit o o wild
cave, near Yanchep Goll
Course

For muny il was their

e
"f

Children wiieh Fanchen park raompers Therese Sowes frangfer omiml fron irep fo wewing ho

Phito by Dhrvid Gosgh

First r.s:|:lurie|'|r.:: ol the
magic and mystery of
Caving, Unlike the tourist
caves in the park, this cave
had no eleciric ighting. In
fact, it kad no Hghting at
all except for the torch
light, which cast
mysterious shatdows on the
ancieni wed walls,

According 1o Geoff
Humet, these nctivithes ane
a depanure from the *show
and tell” method of
teaching. Insread, ihe
children are able to *share
und da’,

“By imking part in the
aclivities, children are
betier able o prasp the
impontance of whal they
are leamming becasse they
are taking par ina ssnsory
exploration of their
environment,” Geoff said,

“Theyll
feeling the weight and
movement of the anpmal
caught in the trap, and the
excitement of secing il
scampering back to its
hiding place.

“These feelings have a
much grester impact on
children and can be used o
reinforce their leaming
aboul the énviromnent,”

The winter activily
program was a dry run (or,
i Soame cases o wel one! )
for future programs af the
park.

"We would like to
develop more of these
mctivities in the spring
waing professionals and
voluneeers,” GenlT said,

“These activities might
mclude berd walks, spo-
lighting tours, wildMower
walks, and swamp sofaris.”

There's no doubt the
children and parents who
ook part in the winier
school holidny activities
learmed something more
about  their natoral
environment - and they had
Tun, bog!
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