Hmwnts of yourh revizited. Dr Barey Wiltow arrieed full circle wien be joined CALM and frmad
ix oyffice window looked ouf over Matilala Bay. It wai wikile complening his PR ar WA rear
ie chose rkiv site o srwdy the reprodicciive cyole of munsely irefag on petans.

Phoio by Vema Cosiello

Farewell and

IT WAS almost & case of
‘poardbye and hello again®
when Director of Maiuwre
Conservation Dr Barry
Wilson retired at the end
of Movember. Or did be?

In faci, Dr Wilson,
whose six-year contracl
term expired on Movember
™, decided to explore the

asures of retirement
miher than seck n farther
lerm.

However, he has agreed
o contimue working on i
consultative basis to com-
plete sveml aspects of the
marine parks program.

Dr Wilson was bom ai
Busselon and spent most
of his childhood years with
hiis farnily in Dunsborough,
where the carliest stirrings
of an inferest in maring
shells was preceded by an
inlerest in nature as a
whuole.

“1 was onc of those
hirror-children who h:p-l.
snakes in the rubbish bin
and rotten sea shells in the
fridge, scaring my mother
oust of ber wits."” Dy Wilson
saad.

"T began seriouas study
later tham most - in my
twenties - after warking n
& variety of pccupation - as

arpenter in the north-
~ea3f and & deckhand in
Cueensland,™

Dy Wilson graduated
from the University of WA
with an Honours degree in
eoology i 1960 and was
nwarded his Ph.I} in 1966,

In 1984 he won a
Fulbright Travel Award
and was appointed Re-
search Fellow in Malacology
(the study of mollascs) ml
Harvand University.

Dr Wilson was ap-
pointed Curator of (he De-
pariment of Molluscs al
WA Museum in 1963, and
Head of the Division af
Matwral Science in 1971

In 1979 he went o
Victoria where he took up
an apponiment as Director
of the Mational Museumn,
and remained in thatl post

for five years.

He retumed 1o WA in
April, 1985, when he was
appainted Director of Ma-
ture Conservation with the
then mewly-formed De-
panment of Conssrvation
and Land Management.

Looking back on his
years with CALM, Dr
Wilson said that it was ey
1o lose sight of CALM's
many achigvemenis when
grappling with the day-io-
day issues in all their
complexiiies, and one teruis
1o seg only the major tasks
that rermarm iobe daall wilh,

"But there've boen
some astomishing achieve-
ments, not the least of
which is the cobesiveness
that’ s evolved between the
people who came into
CALM ai about the same
time 1 joined.

“They came [rom
widely disparate back-
grounds, bringing with
them equally diverse per-
ceptions of what conser-
wilion was all sbout,

"lt's something of a
miracke that what could
have been a recipe lor
conflict has developed into
what Chris Haynes has
deseribed as a ‘distinctive
conservation  culture’
enriched by the vanely of
the contributions made by
these people.

“The most obvious
achievement has been the
very substanhiol incredase
in the conservaiion esine
with the establishment of
the martne parks, national
parks and nature reserves.

“Another significant
breakthrough I've
wilngssed has been the
overcoming of local
opposition and the gaining
of covperation of local
communmitics, particularly
when esiablishment off a
national or & marine park
is first proposed.

“Usually, this is brought
aboul by euablishing rap-
port with the people hikely
to be affected, listening 1o

by
Verna Costello

their concerns, explaining
exacily what is proposed
and how their wishes might
be accommaodated, (with-
oul compromising sourid
conservation principles)
and enlisting their coop-
eratson in achbeving what
evenfually become mutual
jpoals,

“This has been
'p:rt‘il:ul:.rly n:wan!i.ﬂg foa
me where 've had direct
involvemeni the
establishment of Mingaloo
and Shark Bay Marins
Parks, for example,

"1t's early days yet, but
substanlial gains havebeen
made in this regard at Shark
Bay and 1"'m optimistic that
we'll see imcreaszing
cooperaiion  hetween
CALM and the local
COMmmunity.

“Along similar lines has
been the gradual but very
significant and mutwally
beneficial development of
positive relationships
between CALM  and
Aboriginal people.

*Asformy involvemneni
in  the new nature
conservation sirategy, i
has been most satisfying
lo see how this has
developed, largely, oat of
ideas from the body of the
department, rather than
exclusively from the iop,
icheas that reflect a depth
and commitment from ils
many contributors.

"Druring the early years
much of our energies were
channelled into land
management - and nightly
0 - wie needed 10 gl our
own house in order firse.

"Somewhai less
attention was given o
interacting with “people
oul there” and dealing with
consorvation isEues on
privaie lands and other
“off-resarve” areas, nod
because we thought them
unimportant but becanse

DID you hear the one
about the racehorse
goanna, ibe chudiich, the
hollow log and the
chainsiw?

During the past 12
maonths Collie District staff
bed by forest officer Brad
Barton have been involved
in monitoring numbers of

waoyles, chuditches an
possums in light of a fiox
baiting program i
Baiialing State Forest.
Oine of the tasks in
vilves fliting radio trans
milter collars to th
waylies, chaditches, e
e keep irack of any
creane of decrease (n thel

Science bible

OF INTEREST io all
CALM scientists are
three leaflets produced by
the Royal Society of West-
ern Australia, announc-
ing the publication of a
new bibliography of sci-
entific achievements in
WA;

»A Bibliography and In
dex o the Journal of the
Royal Society of Wesl-
erm Australia Volumes 1-
T Bupplement i Volume
T4, 194 .- c:.'pe:l.nd pIuHi.-
cation date October 1991);
*The Leeuwin Current: an
influence on the coastal

climate and marine life c
Westemn Awustralia - Pro
ceedings af the Lesuwi
Current Symposium, hel
March 1991, (Volume 7
of the Journal of the Roy:
Society of Wesiern Aus
mralia - expecied publice
tien date Decernber 19491
sRecent Advances m 5o
ence in Western Ausirali:
«Letiersiothe Editor, (Tw
new oolurmns for Weaser
Australian scientists in th
Tournal of the Roval Soc
ety of Wesiern Auostralis
beginning with Volume T
1992).

hello!

we pmlnhly sensed that
wee'd better et it right”
before we could hope 1o
talk to people and gain their
respest and suppon.

“In more recent yoars
this atiemion has expanded
o encomipass these areas,
wital 10 the
accomplishment of
CALM’s goals.

“With shrinking
resources, the enormous
thisks before us cian’t be
dealt with entirely by
CALM. They are
communify issees and need
CORnmunely aolunons.

"Where once, there
may have heen apathy,
there s mow a greal deal of
willingness and a growing
commitment among the
public to hop in and help
get things done.

“And CALM can play a
crucial swpportive role
through s techaical
expertise.

“Why retire when ['m
having somuch fun? Well,
it’s true that I"ve enpoyed
iy e with CALM, bt 1
fieel a growing need to * get
back among the marinz
ahells™,

“I've always found
human  relationships
satisfying bul there's a
serene wholesomeness
about maure that 1 miss.™

Dr Wilson is an
experienced skindiver,
onderwater photoprapher
amel field biokogist, and has
taken part in several major
marine biological
expeditions in the Pacific
and south-east Asian
region. He has wrilien
extensively on marine
shells and coral reef
mﬂlm i Ausiradi and i
regarded internationally as
a world authority on the
subiject.

“I'm also working on a
major nevision of my book,
Augiralian Shells (first
puablished in 1971), with
my daughier Carina pro-
viding the illustrathons,”

Dr Wilson lives in

Kallaroo with his Russia
wife Valenting and ha
three children [rom his fin
MArTidge.

Apart from Carin:
there is another daughie
{Jimni), studyin
anthropology and & so
{Alex), living at Margan
River. Yalentina has
married dsuphier {Alon:
and two grandchildren a
living in Wladivosiok,

Asked i he cherishe
any other aspdrations, [
‘Wilson confessed o a long
time empathy with indig
enous people, not onl
Australian Aborigines, b
others such as ih
Pulynesion people he m
some 20 years ago o
Eapingimarangi, n remal
Pacific atodl, where he wi
stodying the Crown c
Thoms starfish.

“These people ar
subject 1o the same nales ¢
ecologically sustainabl
development os we are,
with much mone limite
resources available t
them,

“The balancing a
required of them just |
survive is worthy of
choser look, which ks whi
I'd like to do, and lab
complele a book on m

findings.

Curam Dniversiy sfwdeni
their appry
Phara I
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