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Selkirt's materpleces

A forest affair

| Story and photos by David Gough |

ARCUND 750 adilts and children converged on Fred
Jacoby Park near Mundaring in mid- April to expericnce
A Forest Affair.

The weather was excellent - clear skies and not 100
hot - and o wide range of activities including log-hauling
amd fire-suppression demonstrations, chainsaw sculp
turing, and several crafi and educational displays were

well received by all who anended

Somee 100k ad\.‘unl;lsr of the harbecus facilithes in the
park, while others availed themselves of the free bush

‘cudsing’ on offier - johany cakes and billy tea

A Fovess Affuir 15 just one of 16 acuivities in Ue
Department of Conservation and Land Management s
(e Brxh program, which in tum is one of many school
holiday activities organised by CALM throughout the
State.

Al present, activities are run o Yanchep National
Park, Mundaning and Serpentine National Park with
additional programs in the Sooth West being aimed
jountly at schoal children and holidaying visitors,

Thelio Huwxh progrmm was piloted in Oclober 1990
and almost all of the 10 activities tried sold ouwl. The
sewond program was expanded o 16 separale pctivities
in Apnl 1991,

Enthusiastic support

The program received enthusiastic suppon from local
groups and people, many of whom participated as lead-
ers. These included the Mundaring Historical Society,
the Eastern Hills Wildflower Society, local artist Judy
Kot and CALM volumeers,

The aenvities melwded o |||g|11 Lime \.pnlliﬁnng_ LoLir
of Kalamunda National Park, breakfast with the birds,
sl iracking, drawing and sketching, and camplire
stories amd song. The night-time sctivities were the first
1ex e sobd oo, followe by the sanimal !r;||.'lc|1|11 activie
Forests Alive.

One activity - Foresi Caretakers - was designed
especinlly for children aped 9-12 years old 1o give them
an ||.||-sb(:r-.|.'|r|..|jr|]l_l ol both L'\_'II.IIIE!L‘;l‘ conceps and the
need to keep the planet healthy.

All af the activities were aimed al providing families
with o fun way of lenming about their natural environ-
ment rather than sitting ot home reading books or watch-
ing TV documentaries. First-hand experience helps us 1o
appreciate our notural surroundings, and the guestions
asked and feedback given helps CALM improve s park
and forest management technigues.

Feedback from participents im this most recent Go
Buzh program was encouraging. and many panicipants
wunbed more activities mare often.

The Mundarmg ofice received many letters of praiss
and some with constructive S eS0T for furure ac-
tivatnes,

These possibilities will be investigated with the ex-
tension of the PrOgram as a major part of Tuture -'.'h'-mgl.'t.
o recreation, mlerpretation and education in the Mun-
daring forest area.
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