It's safe to look

own, how

| by John Malone |

IMPROVEMENTS in
public safety at viewing
loskouts in Karijini MNa-
tinnml Park (formerly
Hamersley Ranges Na-
tional Park) have been
made with the mstalls-
tion of handrails and plat-
ot al var bous lecalns
within the park.

With the funds avail-
able, viewing platlorms
have been provided at
Knox and Joifre Gorges,
Circular Pool and Three
Way Junction lopkomts,
enabing wisitors o - safer,
choser view of the mag-
nificen scenery.

The layou and design
ol esxch handrail placform
became a well-plonned
team effort by Karratha
office, park mngers and
Engineering Branch sialf.

Work began lest Movem-
e with an on-site survey,
combines with o themugh
examination of the fak-
g, lamanated chiff face af
exch designated lookout
With all design work.
baadget and fund allocsion
approved, the tight produsc-
tiom, transport and site in
stalintion program was
evalvated and closely
monuoned (hroughoul
Works wene success
fully completed by mid
April, The project was en
tirely successful, heing
completed mside budget
allocanon, and within cthe
on-site time span allowed
[Juring the msiallation
work, an awkwand irans-
port problem of Knox
Gorge was  solved
inndvatively. Automaltive
habs, mms and 1yTes were
fitied to the bulky 350 kg

SrvTivara of e safery radling deang fumed on-sire ar Soffre
Ginrge i o Kovijind Nanomn Park

Knox plasform, converting
il fo an oversize garden
trolbey. This, in urm, wis
comnected by a cable o the
ranger’s vehlcle winch

The platform was then
lowered sboawly and saliely
down the 100 metres of
mgped, sloping terrnin
from the unlosding ares 1o
the final site location.

After much pushing,
pulling amd shoving. the
plationm was kocated im ik
designated position on the
exige of the B melre docp
clifl face

Frnally, rocks topped
with comcrete werne added
io the rear seciion b meet
lhe design ballast requine
mends for the cantilevered
platform.

Platforms at the thres
obser locstbons had been
fubricated in boli-together
sechions, amd were & bod
gimpler 1o muanbkandle inio
posation, before bolting
(= e

Anchors were used to
hodd down the sinsctares
and v ol Fsel damage 10 the
cliff edges, caused by the
tbermal expanaion of the
structures, due 1o the wide-
ranging iemperaiures of the
Pilbara

With at least pwo more
lookowis still o e up
graded, it is hoped addi
tional Tumds can be made
available in the coming fi-
nancial year,
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