CALM warkers ereviiag i frmr anoi

of o rewer ralnforest parch ar Mirehed Plareas

Fence protects
rainforest patch

In carly Awgust, CALM
personnel erected the first
fence around o small
pitch of remnant rain-
Forest al the Mitchell Pla-
[edkin.

i lenee wins erectsd
o5 part of the National
Rupinforest Conservation
Program with pan funding
from the Save ihe Bush
50 hemee.

There e msny small
raanforesi paiches in the
Kimberley that suppor a
diverse asmemblage ofiguile
unijue plants amd animals
But, like many oher frag-
e arcas. they are under
theeat., One of the majos
threats o these panicular
areas s therr destruction

by stock, notably catile and
donkeys. Catle intrude
i rainfomest in seanch ol
food and. im addition ta the
damage from grazing,
immpling by ibese animals
damages existing plants,
prevenis seadlings fram
prowing, compacis the sall,
canses erasion and disturts
native animals,
Construction af the
lence a1 the Mitchell Pla-
leaw wis an arduoas lask.
The e - Allan Thomson,
Mark Pinavino, Grant

Lamb, Dave Grosse.
Estelle Leyland and
Gondon Graham - had o

carry fencing maicrals ap
and down sieep slopes,
clamber over rocks, and

drive fenee peekets inlo the
b Interite soil

Approval forthe project
was received from the De-
partmenl o Land Admin-
ssaraisom [ DOLA jand there
was slsd consuliation with
lcnl Aborigingl commis-
mities that have an inbenest
in the area

Apart from probeciing
& pabch of ramfonest, he
sies will become impor-
tand fior research and moni-
ioring, They will be com-
pared with similar arcas
thai have not been fenced
#0 the effects of cattke on
e e e Terre St coin s arei -
wred and the rehabilina-
twm of the forests can be
documented,
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