Along the
Yanjidi Trail

ANEXCITED und entho-
siastic gronp of eight
adults and 16 children sed
off on & journey back in
time down the two kilo-
metre long Yanjidi Trai
in Yanchep National Park.

They had come along
to iake pari in the Bush
Tucker Trail, just one of a
series of free school holi-
day aclivities run ai the
park during the October
school holidays.

Wildlife Officer Trevar

alley, one of CALM's
Aboriginal employees,
gave the groop & vivid and
detailed insight intothe life
of the Nyungar people,
who inhabited the area up
to 206 years ago.

Foodstuffs

The story began to un-
fold as the group siaried
off along the one and a half
howr trail. A recently burnt
aren provided a pood se-
lection of typical wild
foodstuffs including; mein
(Haemodorim sp. ), djubak
(Lyperanithuy milgricans),
and tjuubag (Plafysace
effia). Trevor told hiow
Aborigines would have
burned an arca regularly io
ensure a steady regrowth
of the ‘crop”.

The trail-wakkers were
encournged o keeptheireyes
and cars open. Aborigines
=g keen observational skills

aelp them locste food and
witker - watching for animals
such as hzands, frops, kon-
garoos and turiles or other
food such as emu egpes,
soiikes, and small birds. Not-
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ing the direction in which
birds fly or the direction of
animal racks can also lead
to sources of fresh water.

The children i the group
waiched Trevor demonstmte
Torw 10vstan a fire by rubbing
twio sticks iogether. They all
had the chance to try i for
themselves, bui. although
there was plenty of smoke,
there wiis po fire,

Trevor explained that
when a camp fire had died
dirwn & piece of hol charcoal
was placed in one of the
hiles in a barksia nut (frukt)
and carmied 1o the next cinip-
site by the young members
of the tribe. It was thedr re-
sponssbility to keep the fire-
stick alive, Une of the chil-
dren in the group was given
that responsibility and, for
the remainder of the walk,
kept blowing pently on the
chareoal - what imaginations
children have!

Many of the sdulls in
the group seemed appre-
hensive when Trevor be-
gan handing out bardies
{witchety grubs), but the
children appeared to relish
the experience of tasting
these fat and joicy
caterpiller-like creatures.
Thie taste is difficult to de-
seribe but is something like
a combination of egg and
creamed sweelcom - not
100 bad bai a little chewy.

The group continued
=.|1:|ri5 thie 1rail uatsl I|'Irc3.-
came upon an Aborigina

campsite, The ococupants
musl have made a hasty
departure because they keft
behind a freshly baked
damper and some bugh
honey. The food was
shared among the groop,
whao sat down to eat and
listened o the didgeridon
played by Clem Yaran
(herother of Bouyden Yaran
from Wildlife Protection).

A gentle stroll around
the end of the lake, past
carious kangaroos and
lolloping leng-necked tor-
tles, brought the group b
the park's main office and
end of their journey. The
group had learned much
about the pasl occupants
of the aréa ind the way in
which they had lived.

The walk around the
Yanjidi trail was just one
of ihe free Ociober school
holiday activities held in
Yanchep Park. The others
imcluded; *Adventure Cav-
g, alook around the wld
cavesaof Yanchep Park with
Ranger Hardy Derschow;
'Bush Friends', an oppor-
tunity o star @ special re-
lationship with narre with
Technical Officer Jenni
Alford of Woodvale;
'Chain Gang', nn insight
inio humin fmpact on the
web of life with Ranger
Therese Jones; “Wild-
fower Garden”, a siroll
through the park with
Ciraham Harris of the Wild-
flower Society; and
“Swamp Safari’, o joumey
of discovery and adven-
fure wilh Traines H:ng:r
Genff Hamett.

The ehildren on the Yanchep bush ivail peer pingerly inte the
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TWO species of threat-
ened Mora will soon be
conserved in a nalore re-
serve in the Scott River
nirem.

CALM is purchasing
nearly 40 hectares of pri-
vile bushland from two
landowners to creale the
reserve.

The species o be pro-
lected by this reserve are
the round-leaf honeysuckle
(Lambertie orbifolia) and
the Scout River darwinia
(Darwinia 'ferricela’)

A recent CALM survey
of the Scott River Mational
Park confirmed that nei-
ther of these plants cur-
rently occur in any conser-
valion reserve. Both are
known oaly from private
arcsnes v nned l.'\tl.HI:ITEH!WH.

i mia a the Abariginal camp, Phota by David Gough F I 0 r a to be
& protected
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round, glossy dark green
leaves and red flowers, It
i found in small numbers
near Albany, bui the main
population is in the Scoll
River area,

Thiz honey-suckle is
highly susceptible to die-
hack disease and hemce re-
quires special site prodec-
tion o conserve il

The Scott River
darwinia is resiricted to this
ared. These plants are only
aboul @ metre high and,
although related to the fu-
misus mauntain bells of the
Stirling Range National
Park, donot hawe the showy
bell-like Aowers.

Bath olants are threal-
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