Runner-up Allan Padgett's entry to the photo competition, showing John Parker, ranger at
Hamersley Range National Park, in a moment of relaxation.

Competition
was a winner

GERARD van Didden,
from Fire Protection, is
the winner of the first
CALM employees' photo
competition,sponsored by
Konica.

His photograph of one
of the recent wildfires at
Esperance, titled “Energy
to Burn”, was the unani-
mous choice of the judges.

Allan Padgett, from
Planning, Beverley Koch,
from the Herbarium, and

Ray Smith, District Wild- *

life Officer at Bunbury,
were runners-up.

Alan Padgett’s photo of .
John Parker (shown above)
and his photo of children -

in a corroborree at Mill-
stream particularly im-
pressed the judges.
Beverley entered a spec-
tacular photograph of
Mount Augustus and an-
other of a bungarra, while
the best of Ray’s superb
entries were of aphascogale
and praying mantis.
Gerard was presented
withaKonicaMT-100fully

automatic  auto-focus
35 mm lens-shutter cam-
era, while Ray, Alan and
Beverley will receive
LANDSCOPE binders.

A selection of the best
entries will be published
in an upcoming issue of
LANDSCOPE, in a photo
essay titled “Through
CALM Eyes”.

Judges for the competi-
tion were Ron Kawalilak,

.Carolyn Thomson and

Stacey Strickland of Cor-
porate Relations Division.
“The quality of the

‘entries was outstanding,”
‘said Corporate Relations

Director Ron Kawalilak.

“It was hard to sepa-
rate the top entries, but
Gerard’sphotooftheEsper-
ance fire was so dramatic
that it was difficult to go
past.”

Seventy-five entries
were received -anoutstand-
ing response - and all en-
trants will receive a roll of
film.

So thanks to all those

who entered and congratu-
lations to the winners.
Don’t forget to check
LANDSCOPE to see a se-
lection of the best entries.
WINNER: Gerard Van
Didden (“Energy to
Burn”).
RUNNERS-UP:Bever-
ley Koch (“Mount Augus-
tus” and “Our next door
neighbour at Osprey camp-
site”), Ray Smith (“Home
in the Jarrah” and “It’s
not easy being green’’) and
Allan Padgett ("John
Parker" and "The Dance").
HONORABLE MEN-
TIONS: Tony Tapper (for
“Deep Purple and “Re-
flections”), Doug Cough-
ran (for “Close Encoun-
ters”’) Wally Edgecombe
(for “Awakening Ibis on
Paperbarks™), lan Trigwell
(for “Sunset at Leeuwin/
Naturaliste National Park™)
Scott Godley (“Rain at
Sunset”), Mike O’Don-
oghue (“Beautiful Banksia
Bloom”) and Ray Smith
(“Bud to Blossom™).
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smash racket
in sandalwood

CALM officers believe
they have smashed an
international operation
thatinvolved sandalwood
being illegally exported
to South-East Asia.

The racket involved
sandalwood worth about
$500 000. The wood is
highly valuedin South-East
Asia, where it fetches
$2000t0$9000pertonne,
depending on quality.

CALM’s Kalgoorlie
office first began to sus-
pect illegal activities in
August 1989, when Asian
importerscomplainedabout
the quality of some san-
dalwood being shipped
overseas.

By January 1990 Kal-
goorlie staff were investi-
gating reports that sandal-
wood was being harvested
illegally from Crown land
in the Goldfields region.

Areas of old cuttings
were located near Mundra-
billa, but operations had
ceased. Investigations in
WA and SA continued.

In early May CALM
wildlife officer Bob Fitz-
gerald and forester Colin
Verwey went to South
Australia to investigate a
report that operations had
recommenced.

Investigations con-
firmed that trees harvested
in WA were being stripped
of their bark at Port Kenny
in South Australia, before
being sent to South-East
Asia via Queensland.

With the help of South
Australian authorities, Bob
and Colin were able to
pinpoint a location and the
registration numbers of two
vehicles used in the illegal
activities.

On returning to Eucla,
they spotted the truck used
to transport the wood and
followed it to the sandal-
wood cutting area.

After informing the
Police, Bob and Colin
waited off the road for the
truck to return.

After their long wait
proved fruitless, the two
contacted CALM’s Kal-
goorlie regional office and
asked for a plane to be sent

-up to investigate.

by CAROLYN THOMSON

The truck had taken a
previously unknown side
track to return to South
Australia.

“When we discovered
that thetruck had left, Colin
and I followed the truck’s
tracks and found their main
camps, with a large quan-
tity of sandalwood cut and
ready to be picked up,”
said Bob.

“On May 20 we re-
turned to the camp, where
we found the cutter. We
interviewed the cutter, Errol
Cason, and took him to
court the next morning,”
he said.

Cason was convicted
under the Wildlife Con-
servation Act on three
counts of taking flora on
Crown land without a li-
cence and fined a total of
$12 000.

Immediately after this

success, Bob and Colin
returned to South Austra-
lia to pursue information
obtained during the arrest.
Along with South Austra-
lian wildlife authorities,
Police and taxation offi-
cers, they swooped on a
property at Venus Bay, near
Port Kenny, and arrested a
man allegedly behind the
racket.

Following a court ap-
pearance in Ceduna, they
returned with him to WA,
interviewed him, then
charged him under the
Wildlife Conservation Act.

The man, Daniel Cahill,
wasalsoconvictedandfined
a total of $12 000 on three
counts. Investigations based
oninformation obtained and
documents seized are con-
tinuing in three states.

“The whole operation
was mentally and physi-

cally exhausting. Somedays
Colin and I went for over
40 hours without sleep,”
said Bob.

“But it was certainly a
challenge - I have never
been involved in anything
of this magnitude before.”

“We believe about 100
tonnes of sandalwood from
the Mundrabilla area has
been harvested in the past
12 months,” said regional
manager of the Goldfields
region lan Keally.

“It is the first time ille-
gal exporting of sandal-
wood has occurred,” he
said.

Sandalwood harvesting
in WA is strictly controlled
by CALM, under an ap-
proved management plan,
in order to protect and
conserve a valuable re-
source.

Sandalwood pullers
have to operate under li-
cence with strictconditions
and supervision.

Wildlife officer Bob Fitzgerald with illegally harvested sandalwood near Mundrabilla.

Photo by Colin Verwey.
























