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Protection
owers to be
strengthened

WESTERN Australia’s
Wildlife Conservation
Actis being rewritten to
provide greater protec-
tion for threatened wild-
life, marine mammals
and wildflowers.

Premier Carmen Law-
rence recently announced
that the State Government
would proceed with plans
to repeal the Act of 1950
and replace it with im-
proved legislation.

It is intended that the
bill will be introduced to
Parliament next year.

“The existing Act is
outdated and inadequate,”
Dr Lawrence said, “and
improvements are urgently
needed and long overdue. "

The newlegislation will

.ude measures toprotect
threatened flora, fauna and
marine mammals, and
better manage the
wildflower industry.

A major feature will be
a provision to protect the
habitat of threatened or
specially protected species.

Penalties for unlawfully
taking threatened species
will also be increased.

Fines will rise from
$10000 to $60000 for
individuals and up to
$100 000 for corporate
bodies.

Dr Lawrence said that
Environment Minister Bob
Pearce and CALM should
be congratulated for their
efforts in preserving and
protecting the State’s
wildlife heritage.
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CALM staff involved in
preventing and
suppressing wildfires on
our lands have spent the
winter preparing for the
wildfire season, which
officially starts this
month.

CALM districts are in
the process of updating
their emergency response
plans and ensuring all is
ready for the fire season,
with the help of a 10-page

checklist from Fire
Protection.

Acting Fire Protec-
tion Manager Rick

Sneeuwjagt, along with
Chris Muller and Gordon
Styles, are presently vis-
iting districts to inspect
these plans.

“Numerous programs
and projects have already
been put in place to save
threatened species.

“Listed among these are

recovery plans for
critically endangered
species and translocation
programs for  the

threatened noisy scrub
bird, numbat, boodie and
golden bandicoot,” she
said.

“The relocation of the
noisy scrub bird and the
numbat have been very
successful, and next year
CALM scientists will
move boodies and golden
bandicoots, now extinct
frommostofthe Australian
mainland, from a thriving
colony on Barrow Island
to the Gibson Desert
Nature Reserve.”

Dr Lawrence said
CALM’s baiting programs
had also given many
threatened native animals
a chance to survive by
removing predators such
as foxes and feral cats.

Behind the
scenes

Kieran McNamara,
Manager, Wildlife, and
Simon Hancocks,
legislation officer, have
worked on drafting
instructions for the
proposed legislation over
the past four years.

Changes proposed go
back to the early 1980s,
some of which were
published 1n the WA

Wildflower Industry report

1980-81 by Mark Burgman
and Steve Hopper.

“We’vebeen compiling
lists of what needed to be
addressed in our
experience of the Act and
looking at anomalies in the
legislation,” Kieran said.

“We’ve also looked at
legislation in other states
and drawn on that.”

The pair have received
input from across the
Department, especially
from Chief Wildlife
Officer Dave Mell.

They have liaised with
the Agriculture Protection
Board, Department of
Fisheries, Parliamentary
Counsel (who actually drafts
the legislation) and the
Crown Solicitor’s office.

“The proposed amend-
ments are aimed at more
effective management of
wildlife and the protection
of habitats,” Kieran said.

“There’s also a
strengthening of controls
over introduced animals and
plants, and there’s a lot of
proposed housekeeping
changes in the legislation to
improve administration.”

Kieran's and Simon’s
work has been before
Corporate Executive and
the National Parks and
Nature Conservation
Authority (NPNCA)
several times.

They will now work
with Parliamentary Counsel
on the drafting of a bill for
introduction to Parliament.

gears up

During winter, staff
from Fire Protection
Branch visited forest
districts to inspect
proposed aerial burn sites
and approved burn
prescriptions.

Training of district staff
has been ongoing, and
training will soon start for
the new incident control
system to be trialled this
season.

Selected district and
regional staff will also be
involved in multi-agency
exercises simulating a
large emergency, along
with representatives from
the Bush Fires Board, WA
Fire Brigade and local
volunteer brigades.

A residential training

course was recently run in
Busselton  for  fire
suppression officers, and
operators such as pilots,
navigators and incendiary
machine operators have
also been trained.

New system
tested

The need to improve
management of large
incidents was recognised
after the large fires last
season.

This year, a system is
being adopted that is used
throughout Australia by
most fire authorities: the
Australian Interservice In-
cident Management Sys-
tem (AIIMS). This system
has also been adopted by
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Foam is successfully dropped over a fire in the jarrah forest - turning the understorey into a wintry wonderland.

Air attack tested

Dwellingup forester Graeme Gardner hand-lights areas of
jarrah forest for the aerial bombing.
Photo by Tanyia Maxted

KEY CALM fire staff
saw how effective
aerial bombing of
small wildfires can be
at a demonstration in

Dwellingup last
month.

South Australian
company Aerial Fire

Supportusedan Air Tractor
aircraft (AT 502) to
smother small handlit fires
under different types of
forest canopies close to
Dwellingup airstrip with
2000 litre drops of water
and foam.

Fires were lit to give
the pilot a target in low
scrub, jarrah forest, and
pine plantation - all of
which were found, hit and
smothered by the aerial
attacks.

The aircraft was loaded
by CALM heavy duty
crews with water, and then
with foam in varying
consistencies.

CALM officers were
impressed with the accu-
racy and effectiveness of
the drops, as well as the

by
Tanyia Maxted

short time needed to load
the aircraft.

The Air Tractor is used
throughout the world in the
agricultural industry, and
is the most popular
agricultural aircraft in the
United States. It has been
successfully used in South
Australia and Victoria to
suppress small fires in
difficult terrain and in
remote sites. Foam drops
have also been used to
establish a protective zone
around houses and high
value sites.

Rick Sneeuwjagt said
the trials proved that aerial
foam drops could be very
effective in supporting
ground suppression forces
on moderately intense
forest fires. However, he
said that the aerial support
system could only be
introduced into WA in the
future if funds became
available.

for summer wildfires

WESTERN Australia is the only state where
trained pilots are used instead of forestry
personnel to detect fires.

CALM’s spotter planes are managed by Max Folks,
who works on contract for the Department. Max has four
full time pilots, who maintain the aircraft and work on
communications and related tasks throughout the year.
An additional 16 pilots are hired for the fire season to fly
nine aircraft operated from seven bases throughout the

the Bush Fires Board.

All key fire staff and
others involved in
emergencies such as oil
spills and whale rescues
will be trained in the
system over the next year.

Another initiative for
this season is the training
of support fire fighting
and administrative staff
from CALM and timber
industry workers that can
be called upon in large
emergencies as the De-
partment’s resources be-
come fully committed.

During last season’s
fires, resources were
totally stretched during
January and February and
with the passage of
Cyclone Fifi in April.

Volunteers and others
not usually associated with
fires were relied upon, and
the safety of people
unfamiliar with equipment
and procedures became an
issue.

Senior management
decided that staff in other
areas of the Department
should be trained so they
could be called into large
emergencies.

Timber industry
operators will also be used
as firefighters as needed,
in the area where they are
located at the time.

CALM’s new fire
training officer Kevin
White began training
these operators in
September.

South West.

CALM is to replace its present fleet of Piper Super
Cub aircraft in the near future, and is looking to purchase

Australian-built aircraft.

Accurate weather information is required for fire
response staff 24 hours a day. For the past 10 years
CALM has operated a private contract system, with
forecasts given for 12 centres four times a day during the
fire season. Staff are paid a set rate, and there is a bonus/
penalty system in place to provide incentive for providing
accurate information. This year the contract has been
readvertised. For the past three years Ocean Routes has
supplied this service. The company serviced operations
for the Sanko Harvest and Kirki oil spills.

























