
Rowles Lagoon after the "drownpour" - the first in six years. 
Photo by Peter Broad 

Refill for Rowles Lagoon 
FOR the first time 
in six years Rowles 
Lagoon, located 
73 km north of 
Coolgardie, filled 
with water follow­
ing heavy rains late 
in 1991. 

CALM's Goldfields 
regional manager Ian 
Kealley said the water 
reached a maximum 
depth of 5 metres in one 
day, following 112 mm 
of rain in the catchment. 

"Due to soakage, it's 
w down to 4.5 metres 

u, the centre and both the 
lagoon and surrounding 
recreation area have once 
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again become a popular 
site with numerous 
visitors," Ian said. 

The lagoon was last 
filled in 1986 and had 
completely dried up 
during the summer of 
1990-1991. 

Rowles Lagoon is a 
significant nature reserve 
managed by CALM and 
its primary use is for 
conservation of flora and 
fauna. 

The lagoon itself is 
only part of the larger 

nature reserve which 
includes surrounding 
wetlands and lakes such 
as Clear, Muddy and 
Carnage Lakes. 

Due to its historical 
use for recreation CALM 
has provided facilities 
and manages the area for 
both recreation and 
conservation. 

Rowles is considered 
a passive recreation site 
with picnicking, 
sightseeing, camping and 
water-based activities 
permitted. 

Passive boating 
(yachting, sailboarding 
and canoeing) is 
preferred, with power 

boating discouraged for 
safety and environmental 
reasons. 

The reserve caters for 
a range of visitors, from 
sightseeing day trippers 
to larger groups on 
extended camping trips. 

An information 
shelter, picnic tables, 
barbecues and toilets are 
located in shaded areas 
around the lake. 

Ian said the lagoon 
was a unique inland fresh 
water wetland, ideal for 
bird watching, mainly 
waterbirds, although 
many other species were 
attracted to the water and 
surrounding woodland. 

"One of the rarest 
waterfowl in the world, 
the freckled duck 
(Stictonetta naevosa) 
which is closely related 
to the swan, was 
recorded as breeding at 
Rowles Lagoon in 
October, 1973," he said. 

"Black swans, 
mountain ducks, grey 
teal, coo ts, galahs, 
miners and willie 
wagtails are common. 

"A comprehensive list 
appears in CALM's 
excellent pamphlet, Birds 
of Rowles Lagoon 
Nature Reserve, and is in 
great demand by bird­
watchers," he said. 

Drupella 
Workshop 
WITH financial assist­
ance from the Austral­
ian National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, CALM 
recently convened a 
workshop on the coral­
eating snail, Drupella 
cornus. 

The workshop attract­
ed about 26 people and, . 
apart from CALM 
managers and research 
scientists, included 
scientists from the 
University of Western 
Australia, the Department 
of Fisheries, the 
Environmental Protection 
Authority, Le Provost 
Environmental Consult­
ants and other interested 
groups from Perth, 
Exmouth and Coral Bay. 

Papers detailing 
observations on the 
distribution of Drupella 
at Ningaloo and the 
Dampier Archipelago 
were presented. 

Other papers 
discussed the taxonomy, 
reproduction, early life 
history, growth, genetics 
and population biology of 
Drupella . 

Ningaloo Marine Park 
manager Sue Osborne 
presented the results of a 
study examining the 
feasibility of effectively 
managing Drupella at 
Ningaloo; and University 
of WA Ph.D student 
Kelley Holborn put 
forward a proposal to 
study the potential of 
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coral to recolonise areas 
of reef at Ningaloo which 
have been damaged by 
Drupella. 

Robyn Cumming of 
James Cook University 
of North Queensland and 
Dr Tony Ayling of Sea 
Research, Townsville, 
Queerisland presented 
interesting papers on the 
status of Drupella on the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

Recent surveys there 
suggest that Drupella are 
present on at least some 
parts of the Great Barrier 
Reef in sufficient 
numbers to cause 
significant coral death. 

The workshop was 
preceded by a three-day 
field-trip to Ningaloo 
which included visits to 
Bundegi Reef, Coral Bay, 
Lakeside, Cape Range 
National Park and 
Milyering Visitor Centre, 
and was hosted by 
CALM Exmouth staff. 

Participants saw, first­
hand, the - effects of 
Drupella on the reef at 
Ningaloo. 

Workshop proceed­
ings are available from 
Stephanie Turner, 
(09) 447 2350. 

VOLUNTEER 

NEWS 
Volunteers at Coral Bay 

Staff 
exchange 

Bird 
Meeting 
REGULAR educational 
meetings for all volun­
teers caring for sick, 
injured and orphaned 
native birds are held, 
usually once a month, on 
'-aturdays at 2.00 pm. 

These meetings are 
among the few opportun­
ities to learn more about 
caring for birds and to 
exchange ideas with 
other carers. 

Guest speakers are 
often thought-provoking, 
and stimulating discuss­
ions always follow. 

Cost is 20 cents for 
tea or coffee. 

The calendar of 
meetings for 1992 is: 

• FEBRUARY 22 

• MARCH 28 

• APRIL (no meeting) 

• MAY23 
• JUNE (no meeting) 

• JULY 25 

• AUGUST22 

• SEPTEMBER 26 
• OCTOBER 24 

• NOVEMBER 28 

All meetings, with the 
exception of that on 
February 22, will be held 
at CALM's training 
centre, 50 Hayman Road, 
Como . Just follow the 
directional signs from the 
car parks. 

The February 22 
meeting will be held at 
the King's Park Educat­
ion Centre, opposite the 
restaurant. 

For more information, 
please phone Sue Smith 
of the WA Native Bird 
Hospital on 295 1588. 
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A TRIP to an isolated 
lagoon just south of 
Coral Bay, where 
several hours a day are 
spent swimming over a 
beautiful coral reef may 
seem like a holiday 
dream come true. 

But CALM volunteers 
know better, as seven of 
them (who have 'been 
there, done that') will tell 
you with great satisfact­
ion - 'there was a lot of 
hard work to be done.' 

The 'magnificent 
seven' were: George 
Arnold, Neil Thomson, 
Murray Fisher , Anita 
Reio -Fisher, Glenn 
Willmott, Kelley Holb­
orn and Maxine Dawes 
who recently joined me 
on a field trip to Coral 
Bay, Ningaloo Reef, to 
assist with a study of the 
biology of a coral-eating 
snail, Drupe/la cornus, 
which has been respons­
ible for extensive coral 
damage in the Ningaloo 
Reef Marine Park since 
the early 1980s. 

The primary research 
objectives of this trip 
were to study the 
development of the early 
larval stages of Drupella, 
using in 
rearing 
borrowed 

situ larval 
equipment 
from the 

Australian Institute of 
Marine Science and to 
examine potential fish 
predation on the adult 
snails. 

The volunteers toiled 
long and hard, assisting 
with working the fish 
traps, the twice daily 
general maintenance of 
the larval-rearing equip­
ment (cleaning filters, 
changing the power 
supplies, checking 
anchor lines were still in 
position, etc.), collecting 
and processing water 
samples for chlorophyll 
analysis and collecting 
spawning snails to take 
back to the laboratory in 
Perth. 

One day Neil 

accompanied me on a 
4.30 am drive to 
Carnarvon to meet the 
plane carrying Drupella 
eggs from Perth for the 
experiments, (while 
George insisted he would 
prefer to stay in bed!). 

Meanwhile, Anita and 
Murray spent eight hours 
in the water just sampling 
the larvae, (that is 
collecting larvae from the 
equipment in order to 
record growth rates and 
survival). 

At the end of the 
study, Maxine helped 
dismantle all the equip­
ment, amid clouds of 
purple ink released by an 
angry, unidentified, but 
undoubtedly very large 

occupant of the coral 
bommie used to anchor 
the equipment. 

Meanwhile, Murray 
'volunteered' to release 
an even angrier moray 
eel that had strayed into a 
fish trap being used to 
examine predation on 
Dru pell a. (Thanks 
Murray - I was right 
behind you, honest!!). 

To all of you, thanks 
for your enthusiasm and 
assistance in the field, 
and for sharing the pleas­
ures and agonies - mainly 
related to the camp-beds 
and my general lack of 
cooking ability. 

Maybe next time, 
Anita, you'll get to swim 
with a shark. 

Anita and Murray inspecting a fish trap baited with adult Drupella. 
Photo by Stephanie Turner 

AN EXCHANGE of 
wildlife 
between 

officers 
South 

Australian Parks and 
Wildlife Service and 
CALM proved to be 
beneficial to both 
organisations. 

Two South Austral­
ian fauna wardens, 
Frank Dal -Piva and 
Ian Falkenberg, visited 
WA for two weeks 
while CALM wildlife 
officer Peter Pennings 
went to Adelaide. 

Frank and Ian were 
exposed to all facets of 
the Wildlife Protection 
Branch, including the 
emu, flora and whale­
watching industry, 
methods of enforce­
ment using DNA 
fingerprinting, liaison 
with Police and 
Customs officers and 
the educational role of 
wildlife officers. 

In turn, they treated 
CALM officers to a 
talk on their role and 
how they fitted in with 
their organisation. 

In the meantime, 
Peter was experiencing 
the South Australian 
system where, among 
other things, he 
accompanied fauna 
wardens on a patrol to 
remote parts of the 
State. 

page 7 


