
Workshop for 
the Herbarium 

volunteers 
VOLUNTEER co-
ordinator Kevin 
Kenneally welcomed 17 
volunteers to a workshop 
held last month in the 
Herbarium. 

Jan Gathe gave a short 
talk on her role as a 
consultant botanist 
employed to database the 
reference herbarium, with 

'-sistance from Francine 
. ,owe! and a team of 

volunteers . 
Because the Herbarium 

manages the State flora 
collection , there is a great 
demand placed on it by 
CALM, other government 
departments, and the 
community in general. 

To meet the need for 
native plant identification 
the Herbari um has a 
reference collection 
which is available to 
CALM staff members and 
the public . 

Herbarium volunteers 
play a crucial role rn 
helping to mairitain both 
the content and accuracy 
of the reference 
collection. 

Their work involves 
helping Jan to match 
reference herbarium 
specimens with vouchers 
in the State flora 

)llection. 
All specimens in the 

State collection are being 
databased so that each has 
a unique bar code number. 
Jan ensures that each 

by Neville 
Marchant 

reference herbarium 
specimen has the correct 
bar code number, so that 
any _name changes made 
on the voucher specimen 
in the main collection can 
be easily applied to its 
duplicate in the reference 
herbarium . 

The data processing is 
being done by Meriel 
Falconer and some 3 000 
specimens have so far 
been processed . 

The next speaker was 
David Coates, the program 
leader of the flora 
conservation program, 
which now includes the 
former plant diseases 
program . 

Research 
David pointed out that 

most of his research 
covers rare and threatened 
flora and he is involved in 
rare flora surveys. 

Public education about 
rare and threatened flora 
can be of great benefit, 
and enthusiastic 
volunteers can help speed 
the collection of data 
during rare flora surveys. 

If CALM is to meet the 
challenge of managing the 
vast conservation estate 
of such a large State as 
Western Australia, while 
at the same time raising 

public awareness, it will 
need all the support and 
help it can get from the 
community. 

The volunteers were 
then taken on a tour of the 
Herbarium laboratory, 
where Vicki Hamley and 
Steve Carstairs demon
strated the technique of 
allozyme electrophoresis 

.used for investigating ge
netic variation within and 
between plant populations 
and between taxa. 

Database 
The final question and 

answer session was held 
in the reference herbarium 
and Alex Chapman was 
invited to attend and 
respond to questions about 
the s.tructure and operation 
of the W AHerb database. 

By volunteering 
their time and expertise, 
herbarium - volunteers 
play a significant part 
in conserv.ing the 
State's wildlife for fu
ture generations. 

Here is an example 
of positive cooperation 
and interaction between 
members of the public 
and the government one 
in which the public is 
directly involved in 
work that helps promote 
an awareness of the 
need to protect and man
age the conservation 
estate for the good of 
all. 

CALM principal research sciemisr Kevin Kenneally digs in with (from left) Melissa Cawley 
from Florea/ Park, Honor Venning and Dorothy Perret from the Wildflower Society and 

Robert Sydenham from Florea/: 

Native garden for 
children's hospital 
VOLUNTEERS from I by I plants - including various 
CALM's Herbarium re- native tree species - were 
cently donned gloves and Tanyia Maxted donated by Lullfitz 
picked up shovels to plant 
a special wildflower gar
den at Princess Margaret 
Hospital. 

CALM principal 
research scientist Kevin 
Kenneally coordinated the 
volunteers - many of them 
WA Wildflower Society 
members - to plant the 
garden in the hospital's 
child care centre. It will be 
a respite for the brothers 
and sisters of sick children 

in hospital, and for children 
whose families are 
experiencing 
emergency. 

Volunteers 

an 

The volunteers were 
joined by centre 
management committee 
members and interested 
parents, coordinated by the 
hospital's child care centre 
director Rae· Young . 

More than 200 native 

Nursery for the garden. 
Following the planting, 

rain fell for several days, 
and few plants were lost. 

The centre's children, 
supervised by staff, have 
since nurtured the plants 
and watched their progress. 
Many of them were 
flowering one month later. 

The official opening of 
the garden will beon World 
Environment Day - which 
is also Arbor Day, 

Flora Conservation Program leader David Coates and volunteers look over the shoulder of laboratory manager Vicki Hamley 
as she demonstrates one of the processes for investigating genetic variation between plants. Photo by David Gough 

'Rocks'headforJapan 
A COUPLE of 
stromatolite rocks from 
Hamelin Pool Marine 
Nature Reserve are tak
ing a flight to Japan. 
They are destined for the 
Kanagana Museum of 
Natural History, just 
outside Tokyo. 

This new Museum is 
to detail the "life history 
of Planet Earth", in whjch 
stromatolite growers (tiny 
micro-organisms) have 
played a large part. The 
large complex will open 
next year, and the 
stromatolites provided 

jby Ron Shepherd! 

under CALM permit will 
be a primary exhibit. 

In the near future 
discussions will be held 
in regard to obtaining a 
living stromatolite from 
Hamelin Pool to be a focal 
point at the Museum. 

Dr Malcolm Walter 
recently visited Shark Bay 
to collect the stromatolite 
rocks on behalf of the 
Museum. 

Dr Walter was one of 
the principal scientists in 

the Baas Becking 
Laboratories which 
conducted extensive 
research in Hamelin Pool 
during the 1970s and early 
1980s. 

Dr Walter's visit to the 
Bay coincided with that 
of a freelance journalist, 
Ms Michiko Suzuki, 
interested in the micro
organism's ability to use 
mucus to trap sediment 
and form stromatolites . 

Ms Suzuki has used the 
stromatolite story in 
promotional brochures for 
' Selbex', Japan's best-

selling stomach ulcer 
medicine! How's that for 
lateral thinking? 

Class 
act 

Looking for birds 

AUTUMN classes organ
ised by the University of 
Western Australia Exten
sion Service and run by 
CALM staff are proving 
to be popular. These 
courses provide an op
portunity for the public 
to learn about programs 
and areas that CALM 
staff are involved in. 

Following the success 
of the Shark Bay Heritage 
course last year and an 
article in the summer 
edition of LANDSCOPE, 
the Autumn 1992 course 
was fully booked within 
the first two weeks of being 
advertised. 

CALM, WWFandtheSA 
Department of Environ
ment and Planning have 
initiated a new project 
aimed at tracking down 
the elusive Nullarbor 
quail-thrush, a mysteri
ous bird and a species 
which even ornithologists 
know little about. 

The Royal Australian 
Ornithologists Union 
(RAOU) classified it 
"indeterminate" in a recent 
review of the status of 
Australian birds. 

Although the bird was 
believed to be threatened 
in some way, there was 
insufficient information to 
know whether it was rare, 
vulnerable or endangered. 

The goal of WWF's 
study is to clarify the status 
of the bird, and to 
determine what further 
research or management 
action is appropriate 

A review of literature, 
unpublished records and 
museum specimens turned 
up 69 locality records. 

Of these , 43 are in 
Western Australia and 26 
in South Australia, all 
within the boundary of the 
Nullarbor region . 

During the course of the 
project, we will visit ·au 
these areas to determine 
whether the birds are still 
present and to find out as 
much as we can about the 
habitat where the birds 
occur. 

This is not as easy as it 
sounds . Nullarbor quail
thrushes are difficult to 
detect. They live on the 

, ground in the treeless parts 
of the Nullarbor, usually 
in open bluebush 

shrubland, or occasionally 
in grassland with scattered 
acacia shrubs, which they 
need for shelter. They are 
quiet and shy, often hiding 
behind or under shrubs. 

They rarely fly, 
preferring to walk or run 
away from intruders in 
their territory, and have 
even been known to hide 
down rabbit burrows. 

To help track down these 
mysterious birds, we em
ployed a consultant for the 
project, Mr Lynn Pedler, 
who is an experienced and 

· skilful South Australian field 
ornithologist. 

During the first field 
trip we searched the 
western Nullarbor and 
found 16 Nullarbor quail
thrushes in nine different 
locations. 

At a further site Lynn 
found quail-thrush feath
ers in the lining of a samphire 
thornbill nest, which sug
gests that quail-thrushes 
are in this area also. 

We were pleased with 
these results because the 
birds were very quiet 
during the time of the 
survey (breeding had 
finished early) and the 
windy weather made it 
even more difficult to 
detect them. 

For the final field trip 
of the project, Lynn will 
drive from Adelaide and 
start searching from the 
eastern end of the plain, 
working toward the west 
to complete coverage of 
the N ullarbor. 

At this stage the major 
threats to the quail-thrush 
are still uncertain. It seems 
to have disappeared from 

some small areas on the 
western margin of its range, 
but still occurs in some 
areas which have been 
grazed by domestic stock 
and rabbits for many years. 

As it spends almost all 
its time on the ground, it is 
probably highly suscepti
ble to predation by foxes 
and cats which are com
mon on the Nullarbor. 

The level of interest has 
resulted in District 
Manager Ron Shepherd 
being asked to run a second 
course in June. 

All fired up 
THE West Kimberley 
district office has 
introduced the supply of 
firewood at Windjana 
Gorge National Park. 

Early last year it was 
decided to purchase 
mill ·ends from down 
south and freight them 
to Windjana. 

Funds were secured 
through Finance Branch 
under the incentive to 
increase revenue 
program. 

The project has turned 
out to be a major success, 
with a good response from 
the public. 

The mill ends are 
transported in six metre 
lengths in a special 
container, with a side-drop 
to facilitate in-field off
loading , supplied by 
Stateships. 

The rangers have been 
supplied with rollers and a 
cut-off circular saw and 
cut wood supplies on a 
needs basis. 

Signs in the park alert 
visitors to the fact that no 
bush timber is to be burnt 
in the fire rings supplied. 
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At the same time 
facilities have been 
upgraded and generator 
and non-generator campers 
have been segregated. 

Additional revenue 
from the firewood is one 
of the reasons that returns 
for Windjana Gorge have 
jumped by 60 per cent in 
real terms in the last 
financial year. 

I attribute this growth 
to the return of "good old 
service" and providing 
people with what they 
expect in a Kimberley 
camping experience. 

If ground fires can be 
managed without inflicting 
damage to the local 
environment, then they are 
a must for a true Australian 
camping experience. 

Thanks must go to park 
rangers Dave Milne and 
Jeff Passmore for their 
dedication and support in 
developing the efficient 
supply of firewood at 
Windjana Gorge. 


