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CALM forester Alan Hordacre casts an approving eye over a tree-plaming exercise carried out by Fairview Primary School 

year five students Kim Bissaker and William Hammond. Kim and William were among thousands of students throughout WA who 

took part in Arbor Day celebrations. For more on this annual event see page 3. 
Photo courtesy Collie Mail 

Directors appointed 
�HE Public Service 

_ommission has con

firmed the appointment 

of Dr Jim Armstrong as 

Director of Research 

and of Keiran 

McNamara as Director 

of Nature Conservation. 

The appointments were 
announced recently by 
Executive Director Dr Syd 
Shea as part of a 
readjustment of CALM's 
structure to make it more 
effective and responsive to 
a rapidly changing 
environment. 

. Reorganisation 
As part of this reor

ganisation, all directors 
will report to the Execu
tive Director. 

The General Manager 
Roger Underwood will 
absorb the duties formerly 

carried out by Jim 
Edwards before he retired 
from the position of Di
rector of Operations. 

All Regional Manag
ers will report to the Gen
eral Manager. 

In addition to line con
trol of Regional Manag
ers, the General Manag
er's principal task will be 
to ensure the integration 
of the three principal pro
grams (nature conserva
tion and wildlife; tourism 
and recreation; forest re
sources) into departmen
tal operations. 

Dr Frank McKinnell 
has been appointed Direc
tor of Project Manage
ment and his current re
sponsibilities transferred 
to other Directors. 

His role will be to head 
up major projects within 

the Department and to deal 
with major external inter
actions between other 
Government agencies and 
the private sector. 

Overseas 
projects 

In this role he will also 
be responsible for coordi
nating overseas projects. 

A new Director of 
Finance and Technical 
Support also has been 
created. 

Dr John Byrne has been 
placed in this position in 
an acting capacity, and he 
will be responsible for the 
Finance Branch, Informa
tion Systems and Land In
formation Branch. 

The Director of Cor
porate Services Alex 
Errington gains the 
Records Branch and En-

vironmental Protection 
Branch. 

Ron Kawalilak has 
been appointed Direc
tor of Corporate Rela
tions after acting in this 
position since February 
1991. 

The role of Regional 
Managers will be rein
forced and while it is in
tended to maintain the ex
isting Districts wherever 
possible they will func
tion as integrated units. 

This means the District 
structure will not be a rep
lica of the Regional struc
ture. 

Further minor adjust
ments and some staffing 
changes are expected to 
flow from these appoint
ments and restructures and 
will be announced over 
the coming weeks. 

established 

in new home 
WITH help from the 

Channel 10 helicopter, 

five male noisy scrub

birds were translocated 

to Bald Island Nature 

Reserve in June. 

When re-discovered 
in 1961, there were 
fewer than 100 scrub
birds left in one colony 
at what is now Two 
Peoples  Bay  Nature 
Reserve, 40 km east of 
Albany. 

Since then, the im
plementation of a fire 
management plan at 
Two Peoples Bay led to 
an increase in numbers 
of scrub-birds, and to 
the establishment of 
two new populations 
through natural spread. 

Translocation began 
in 1983, with a popula
tion being established 
at Mt Manypeaks within 
Waychinicup National 
Park, and a further  
population has since 
been established at Mt 
Taylor, in Gull Rock 
National Park, just to 
the east of Albany. 

Breeding 
territories 

In 1991, there were 293 
singing males defending 
breeding territories, com
pared with about 40 in 
1961. 

Not all translocations 
have been successful. 

Attempts to establish 
scrub-birds in Nuyts Wil
derness in the Walpole
Nornalup National Park 
and near Owingup Swamp 
in Quarram Nature Re
serve have failed for no 
apparent reason. 

In 1991, the Noisy 
Scrub-bird Recovery 
Team was set up compris
ing representatives of 
CALM (Albany District 
and Research Division), 
CSIRO Division of Wild
life and Ecology, the Aus
tralian National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, the Shire 
of Albany and noisy scrub
bird volunteers. 

A recovery plan has 
been almost finalised. 

Earlier this year, per
mission was gained from 
CALM and the National 
Parks and Nature Conser
vation Authority to try a 
translocation to Bald Is-
1 and Nature Reserve, 
about 25 km east of Two 
Peoples Bay. 

The advantages of Bald 

by Andrew 
Burbidge 

Island include protection 
from fire and the absence 
of introduced predators. 

Initial reconnaissance 
by Alan Danks, the CALM 
officer in charge of the· 
project, revealed that suit
able scrub-bird habitat 
existed in the southern 
parts of Bald Island. 

The problem was how 
to get the birds to the is
land in mid-winter - the 
only time that scrub-birds 
can be captured. 

Stress 
A sea voyage would 

have been difficult, if not 
impossible, because of 
winter storms and would 
have meant considerable 
stress for the birds, not to 
mention the people in
volved. 

The only feasible 
means seemed to be by 
helicopter, the cost of 
which was beyond the re
sources of the Recovery 
Team. 

Fortunately, Perth's 
Channel IO agreed to pro
vide a helicopter at mini
mal cost to CALM in re
turn for exclusive rights 
to the story. 

At the time, CALM had 
a request from the Royal 
Australasian Ornitholo
gists Union that we facili-

tate a visit to Two Peoples 
Bay by well-known orni
thologist and comedian 
Bill Oddie, who was in 
Australia to promote bird 
conservation. 

Bill's presence in
creased the appeal of the 
project for Channel 10, 
who ran a major feature 
during their news on June 
16. 

The team set up to cap
ture scrub-birds for 
translocation to Bald Is
land this year comprised 
Alan Danks and Dave 
Wilson (Two Peoples Bay 
Nature Reserve), Ian 
Wheeler (Manjimup Re
search), Peter Cale (vol
unteer) and Clare Welbon, 
an Honours student at 
Murdoch University who 
is studying scrub-bird 
food requirements. 

Despite strong winds 
for several days before the 
helicopter arrived, five 
males were captured and 
flown to Bald Island, then 
released to try out their 
new home. 

Only males are se
lected for the first year of 
a translocation project. 

If the males are still 
present on Bald Island in 
the winter of I 993, fe
males and further males 
will be moved next year. 

Does anyone have a 
spare helicopter they can 
lend us next year? 

Reserves officer Alan Danks loads a transfer bo.r with Mo 

scrub-birds into the Channel /0 helicopter. 

Photo by Andrew Burbidge 
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