
A highlight of the Swan Region strategic planning meeting was the 'discovery' by regional manager Alan Walker (right) of a 
new species - 'Annear' s woody pear' - held here by Rod Annear. lnfact, it wasj11st a twig swck into an old piece of fruit. 

Rumour has it that Alan is already plotting his revenge. Photo by Andrew Tatnell 

Sharing a vision for Swan 
MA~ING the most of 
conservation, commer
cial and educational op
portunities in the Swan 
Region was the focus of 
two intensive workshops 
held over the last few 
weeks to develop a stra
tegic plan for the Region. 

The wor~shops were 
attended by 20 staff, in
cluding district managers 
and regional program 
leaders. 

Regional manager Alan 
Walker said that more than 
75 per cent of the 
population of WA lived in 
the Swan Region which 
had a wide variety of 
habitats from forests, 
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wetlands and woodlands to 
the popular coastal and 
marine environments. 

"Agreeing on common 
goals for issues raised dur
ing the workshops has been 
both challenging and re
warding," Alan said. 

"The process itself was 
also valuable as it led to 
more understanding of the 
issues and opportunities 
facing work areas across 
the region. 

" A shared vision and 
shared direction had 
emerged from the work-

shops, but the process did 
not end there. 

" In a region as diverse 
and complex as the Swan, 
the needs of management 
and the shifts in expecta
tions of the community 
mean that the plan will 
continue to be a frame
work within which work 
programs are developed." 

On a lighter 
note ... 

Amid the intense work
shop sessions emerged 
some occasional bursts of 
humour, for example: 

From Rod Annear - a 
suggestion to integrate 

feral rabbit control with 
fitness programs was 
dubbed ' hare-obics. ' 

From Rob Towers -
'The Bubblemun Track as 
the name for the next un
derwater dive trail. 

From Rod Annear - the 
marine version of The West 
Australian ' s Constable 
Care, Coxswain Cockle 
saying, 'Only a no-hoper 
would spear a groper.' 

A suggestion of a net
work of bridle trails for 
State forest a·reas was 
greeted with' the question 
"Was that bridle or bridal?" 
Paul Brown ' s reply was 
"For you Alan (Hordacre), 
what's the difference?" 

Bernier Island - the 
ultimate field trip 

MENTION the words 
'field trip' to most peo
ple and it conjures up an 
image of sunny days spent 
looking at pretty flowers 
and cute animals, and 
balmy nights spent 
around a camp fire. 

Most CALM research
ers know that variations on 
this theme exist, but we 
have been on the ultimate 
field trip. 

Picture the scene - you 
are asked to endure a field 
trip to Bernier Island. The 
Bernier Island that sits in 
the sapphire blue Indian 
Ocean 50 km off the coast 
of Carnarvon. 

This is the place where 
Peter Speldewinde and I 
will spend 20 days re
searching the Shark Bay 
mouse. 

The reality 
It has been pouring all 

night and there's a strong 
nor'easterly. Three and a 
half hours from Carnar
von and the mighty cliffs 
of Bernier Island appear. 
But there is a problem. 
The seas are so high and 
rough it is impossible to 

get gear from Fisheries ' 
boat to CALM boat, · and 
even if we could, we 
would get swamped try
ing to land. 

The bad weather likes 
Carnarvon so much it de
cides to hang around for 
another five days. 

Biting in unison 
Day six and the weather 

is fine , sunny and an ideal 
day to repeat the boat trip. 
We land safely on the 
world-famous Bernier Is
land. What are these quaint 
little flies that descend on 
us in swarms and bite in 
unison? Never mind, we'll 
set up camp and prepare to 
catch all the Shark Bay 
mice . 

Day 14 and this is para
di se. But why have we 
caught only six mice? 
Don't worry, maybe the 
fem ales are pregnant and 
not moving around. 

3.00 am on day 15: A 
nor 'easterly blows up, the 
sea rises in sympathy and 
we are not to come off the 
Island for another five 
days . But why is Peter 
writhing around the tent in 
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agony? Could it be the 
chilli he cooked last night? 
If not, could it be that he is 
seriously ill? 

4.00 am: He is seriously 
ill. Cool analytical research 
scientist keeps things in 
perspective, assesses situ
ation for a few millisec
onds and opts for organ
ised panic. He presses 
Royal Flying Doctor Serv
ice emergency button and 
waits to hear soothing 
voice . Nothing happens 
and the silence is deafen
ing. 

Kidney stones 
7 .00 am: Are we the 

only people alive on the 
planet? No, the RFDS in 
Port Hedland comes 
through . Doctor tenta
tively diagnoses kidney 
stones and recommends we 
evacuate. 

Just for fun, the wind is 
blowing harder and the sea 
has risen still further. It 
has also started to rain . 
(Research scientist inakes 
mental note to attend 

church more often .) 
2.15 pm: Carrying pain

killers for the patient, the 
Fisheries' boat charges to
wards the shore. 

Peter who? 
Rescuers casually ask 

research scientist how well 
he knows patient, because 
pain killers are supposi
tories. Scientist states 
firmly he hardly knows 
patient at all - certainly 
not that well . 

4 .30 pm: Patient and 
gear cleared from beach 
in two-metre waves, howl
ing wind and driving rain . 

8.15 pm: Arrive in Car
narvon to be met by ambu
lance and entourage of on
lookers. Warm glow is felt 
knowing we're entertain
ment for locals. 

Day 17: Arrive back in 
Perth after successful trip. 

Oh, happy me 
Day I 8: Former Direc

tor of Research informs 
happy research scientist he 
must return to Bernier Is
land to continue work on 
wonderful little mouse. Oh 
well , these things happen. 

The mulga complex 
MOST of us have heard 
ofmulga (Acacia aneura), 
one of Australia's most 
widespread species of 
wattle. 

It is an extremely vari
able species, particularly 
in its growth habit and in 
the shape of its phyllodes. 

The phyllode (a modi
fied leaf stalk that flattens 
out and functions as a leaf) 
is a characteristic of most ' 
wattles. 

Complex group 
This species, and its clos

est relatives which include 
hop mulga (A. 
craspedocarpa) and 
bowgada(A. ramulosa), form 
a complex group which is of 
great interest to botanists. 

Some preliminary work 
is being done to help clarify 
the genetic races of this 
group by Dr Peter Brain, 
honorary lecturer in botany 
at the University of Natal, 
in South Africa, and Bruce 
Maslin, principal research 
scientist at the Western 
Australian Herbarium. 

Peter visited Perth ear
lier this year and, with 
Bruce, examined pop
ulations and collected 
phyllodes from the bush 
around Kalgoorlie, Meek
atharra and Mullewa. 
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Using the electro
phoresis laboratory in the 
Herbarium, Peter exam
ined proteins from 
phyllode extracts on gel 
plates which allow genetic 
patterns between different 
plants to be seen. 

Initial investigations 
showed that this method 
could prove useful in sort
ing out classification prob
lems with complex groups 
such as the mulga group. 

Much more work will 
be required, however, be
fore any conclusions can 
be drawn. 

A hobby 
In his retirement, this 

work has become a hobby 
for Peter and already he 
has done similar studies 
on two non-Australian aca
cias - Acacia karroo from 
southern Africa and A. 
caven from central South 
America. 

Here, leaf extracts 
proved most helpful in re
vealing variation patterns 
within the two widespread, 
adaptable species. 

So why do this work on 
these particular species? 

All are variable, wide
spread species of great eco
nomic importance and the 
more we know about them 
the more potential uses we 
can explore and find for 
them. Mulga has been, and 
continues to be, used in 
many ways. 

Spears and 
shields 

For example, mulga has 
been used, traditionally, by 
Aborigines for making 
spears and shields. 

In rural areas, it is used 
for fencing and firewood. 

It is also of great im
portance as a soil bind<:!r 
and a source of fodder ) 
stock- particularly in timt-J., · 
of drought. 

More recently , the 
mulga growing in some 
areas ofW A has been found 
to be particularly fine-tex
tured and hard, and may be 
polished to an extra
ordinarily high lustre. 

This is proving of great 
interest in wood-turning 
and woodcraft circles. 

It is hoped that further 
investigations, using the 
electrophoresis technique, 
will contribute to a better 
understanding of the eco
nomically important mulga 
group. 

Dr Peter Brain (left) and Bruce Maslin at CALM' s Herbarium. 
Photo by Kevin Kenneally 

Controlled burn 
Collie-style 

BECAUSE we share a 
burn boundary with so 
many private properties 
and because we want to 
continue our good neigh
bour policy, Collie Dis
trict staff are planning to 
do forest fuel reduction 
burning in cooperation 
with Bush Fire Brigades 
this spring. 

General outline 
The Bush Fires Board, 

1n conjunction with 
CALM, arranges the vari
ous resources to enable the 
bums to take place. 

The bum boundaries are 
divided into sectors under 
the control of CALM sector 
bosses and Brigade 
officers. 

CALM crews and Bri
gade crews will then work 
side by side on the bum 
boundaries involving light
ing the edge, patrolling and 

mopping up. 
This liaison will pro

vide opportunities for 
greater understanding of 
each other 's roles and 
structures. 

Como staff 
A numberofComo staff 

volunteers have been 
trained to supplement 
CALM Districts at wild
fires in periods of emer
gency (and subsequent 
shortfalls ih fire crews). 

To become qualified as 
fire fighters the men and 
women in the Como crews 
need to attend controlled 
burns. Collie District has 
invited the Como crews 
to help with the District ' s 
1992 spring burning 
program in readiness for 
summer's high fire risk 
season. 

According to the ·Pro
tection Branch's senior 

training officer Kevin 
White, who liaises w;• '-

Como when st. 
firefighting volunteers are 
needed, they are worth 
their weight in gold. 

"Feedback from other 
districts where they've 
carried out the required 
three-day practical work 
needed to qualify has been 
most encouraging," Kevin 
said . 

Highest praise 
"We've had nothing but 

the highest praise for their 
hard work and willingness 
to do whatever is required 
of them. There's no short
age of volunteers, either. 

"We have 40 staff vol
unteers, 18 of whom have 
qualified. The other 22 
have mastered the theo
·retical stuff and now 
they're keen to get stuck 
into the practical side." 


